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The Early English Text Society was started by Dv. Fumivall' in 1864 for the 
purpose of biinging the mass of Old English Literature nithin the reauh of the 
ordinary student, and of wiping away the reproach under which England had long 
rested, of having felt little interest in the monuments of her early language and life. 

On the starting of the Society, so many Texts of importance were at once taken in 
hand bj^ its Editore, that it became necessary in 18G7 to open, besides the Originoi 
Swim with which the Society began, an Exti^i Swi'fs which should be mainly devoted 
to fresh editions of all that is most valuable in printed MSS. and Caston'a and othei^^^l 
black-letter books, though first editions of M8S. will not be excluded when the coii.4^| 
venience of issuing them demands their inclusion in the Extra Series. ^H 

During the forty-three years of the Society's existence, it has produced, with ^ 
whatever ehortcomings, and at a coat of over ^30,000, an amount of good solid 
work for which all students of our Language, and some of out Literature, must be 

Suteful, and which has rendered poseiMe the beginnings (at least) of proper 
istories and Dictionaries of that Language and Literature, and has illnstrated 
the thoughts, the life, the manners and customs of our forefatherB and foremothers. 
But the Society's experience has shown the very small number of those inheritors 
of the speech of Cynewulf, Chaucer, and Shakspere, who care two guineas a year for 
the records of that speech. ' Let the dead past bury its dead ' is still the ciy of Great 
Britain and her Colonies, and of America, in the matter of language. The Society 
has never had money enough to produce the Texts that could easily have been got 
ready for it ; and many Editors are now anxious to send to press the work they have 
prepared. The necessity has therefore arisen for trying to increase the number of 
the Society's members, and to induce its well-wishers to help it by gifts of money, 
either in one sum or by instalments. The Committoe trust that evei^ Member will 
bring before his or her friends and acquaintances the Society's claims for liberal 
support. Dntil all Early English MS8. are printed, no proper History of our 
Language or Social Life is possible. ^H 

The Subscription to the Society, which constitutes membership, is .£1 Is. a yeaK^| 
for the ORiaiNAL Series, and £1 \». for the Extra Series, due in advance on the'^| 
1st of January, and should be paid by Cheque, Postal Order, or Money Order, croet ^| 
, ' Union of London and Smith's Bank,' to the Hon. Secretary, W. A. Dalzibl, Esq., 
67 Victoria Rd., Finsbury Park, London, N. Members who want their Texts posted 
/o ihe aij must add to their prepaid Subscriptions la. for the Original Series, and Is. 
^^^^^m^^rtra Series, f early. The Society's Texts are also sold separately at the 
^^^^■tf after tbem ta the lAsta ; but Members can ge\> l>&c^(-'Se1A» tA on«-Uv\c4.jH 
^^^^^^ibe List-prices by sending the cash fot then m tiA^&Tice \a ftae ^'^'^^1 



Original and Ketra &rj>« Bookg, 1905-1908. 



|7 Tho Society intends to complete, as soan na its fnnds will allow, tho Reprinta oF it« 
oat>of-print TMts of the year 1866, and also of noa. SO, 26, sud 33. Dr. Otto Glunninc has 
■mdertjikeii SeinU Marherde; aud Dr. FnmiTtill has Ilali Mevienliad in type. Aa ttio i^obI 
of those Retirinta, if tboy wcto jiot noedod, woald have hcta doroted to freah Texts, the 
ReprictH will be sent to all Meinbera in liou of such Toxti. Though called 'Reprinta,' 
these books are new editions, generalij with valnahle additiona, a foct not noticed by a 
few careloES recevvera of tliom, who have complained that tllBj already had the Tolames. 

HovembBr 1906. AHralifjinKgiftia tote made to the Society. Tlie American ownar 
of the unu^UB Ms. of tho Works of John Methsui — whoaa Honance of Atnoryus and (iloopas 
was Bketeht bj Dr. Fnmivnli last year iu-hia new eilition of Palitieal, Beligioiis and Love 
Foam, 'So. Ili in the Soaiety'a Original Series— has proniist tn f^re the Society an edition 
of his MS. prejiai'ed by Dr. ITardin Craig of rrincetou, an<l it wUl Iw iasncd this year as 
Ho. 132 of the Oriptnal SBriea. The giser hopes that his Bitample tnaj bo followed by other 
'ilk, as the Bnpjiort liitherto given to the Society is so fer below that which it deservea. 

The Original- Seriea Teita for 1905 were No. 127, Part II of An AlpfuihfC iff Tola, 
a Tery intiMSting collection of aloriua for Sermona, &c., engiisht in the Northern Dinleol, 
about 1440, from the Latin Alphahawn, Ifarratiimum, and edited by Ura. M. M. Banks 
from the nniqne MS. in the King's Library in the British Museum ; No. 128, Part II of the 
Medimttl Saordi of n Lowloii Cit]/ Ohiirch (St. Mary-nt-Hill), Ji.n. 1420-155S, copied and 
edited by Mr. Henry LittlehaleB iTom the Chtirch Records ia the Gaildhall, the cost of tlii! 
set^ng and comuitions of the text being geuoroauly home by ita Editor. This Part has 
a frill and excellent Index to the whole volume uompilod by Mr, J. J. Mimro. No. 129, 
Part I of tho engliahiDg, ab. 14E0 A.n., of the Deeds in Ihi Begviter i\f Qoddov! Numurry. 

Tha Origioal-Seriea Texta for ISOS will be No. 130, Part II of the engliahing, ab. 1460 
_ .D., of tha Deeds in the Register of Oodalmn Ntinnen/, edited from the nnique MSS. by the 
Rot. Andrew Clarlt, LL.D.; No, 131, TheEnd, or The. ChToniclcs of Englam/, edited 'from 
the bmt MSS. by Dr. F. Brie, Part I. and No. 132, J"hii Mdhcm's Wa-ks mentiond above. 

Among tho Tell* for 1907 and 1908 will bo I'm t II uf The Brut, Part III of the Al^u^xt 
of Tait*,ai.\teA Ij- Mrs. M. M, Ranks, Part III of tlio E,uj!kh Register qf aodabrw Nanimy, 
and tha English Gartularyof Oacnqj Abhcfi, eilili'd lij the V.ov. Dr. Andrew Clark, and Part 1 
of the Covaiiry Letl Sook, copied and edited for the Society by Misa M. Dormer Harris — 
holpt by a contribution from the Common Council of tho City :— It will bo pablisht by the 
Society as its oontrihntion to oar knowledge of tho iirovinoial city life of the 16th oentuir. 
Future Testa will bo Part HI of Robert of Bmnne's Eaniilyvg Syiine, edited by Dr. 
FumiTalJ, with a Gloasniy of Wm. of Wadington's French woida in bis Mantut des Pixli^z, 
and comments on them, by Mr. Dickson- Brown ; Part II of the JExder Book — Anglo-Saxon 
Poems from tho nniana MS. in Eieter Cathedral— ra. edited by Israel Gollanos, M.A. ; 
Part II of Prof. Dr. Holthanaen's Vices and VirlKa; Part II of JaoA't Well, edited by 
Dr. Brandeis ; the Alliterative Siege of Jtnmalem, edited by the late Prof. Dr. E. Eulbin{> 
and Prof. Dr. Kalu/a ; an Introduction and Glossary to the Minor Poems of the Vernon MS. 
hy H. Hartley, M.A. ; Alain Ghartier'a Qtuidrilogite, edited from tho unique MS. Univ. Col!. 
Oxford MS. No. 85, by Prof. J. W. H. Atkins of Aberystwyth. Canon Woidsworth of 
Marlborough has given tha Society a coiiy of the Leofric Canonical Bale, Latin and Anglo- 
Saxon, Parker MS. 191, C. 0. 0. Cambridge, and I^of. Napier will edit it, with a Iragment 
of tha englLbht Capitohi of Bp. Theodulf : it is now at pr«sa. 

The Eitra-Serioa Teita for 1905 wore No. XCIV, RetpKbHea, a.o. 15B3, A Play on the 
Sodsl Condition of England at the Acoesaion of Q. Mary, eilited bv Leonard A. Hoguns, 
LL-Rj No. XCV, The Legend nfaeirolyOraiUFBitV at LmelicVaSiaUiry of the Oraifj 
by Miss Dorothy Kempe ; XCVl, Myn's Faalial, te-editad from the MSS. by Dr. Erbe, Pt. I. 

Tha EntTa-SoriBS Texts for 1B06, &o., will tic chosen from No. XCVn, Lydgale's Tray 
Hook, edited from the bast MSS, hy Dr. Hy. Bergen, Part I ; No. XCVIII, Sl-eOon'a 
Ma^ifteena, edited by Dr. R, L. I^amaay, with a special Introduction ; No. XCIX, Tim 
JloouiTW of Eimirc, ro-editcd hy MisB E. Eiekort, Ph.D. ; The Harmwing of Bell, font 
Mtallel Texts, rcedited by Prof. Hnlnie, with an Introduction tiacing tho history of the 
Ijegcnd from the East; Ballads ami CnroU from Jo. Hyde's Balliol MS., edited hy Dr. 
B. Dyboski [ The Ourl mid Iii;hlinqnle, two parallel Texts, edited by Mr. G. F. H. Sykoa ; 
Dr. Erba'a ra-edition of ift/ir'* Fcstinl, Part II ; Dr. M. Konrath's ro.edition of WiUiem 
tf Shervhani's Foemjf, Part II ; Prof. Erdmaun'a re-edition of Lydgate's Siegti of Theliee 

iisiued also by the Chauuer Sociutj}; Prof. I. GoUanci's re-odition of two Alliteiative 
'oems, fVinner and Waiter, Jte., ab. 1360; Dr. Norman Moore's re-edition of The Bonk 
qf tht Fowuiation of SI. Bariholameic's BonjiUal, London, from the nnique MS. ab. 1425, 
which giras nn account of the Fonnder, Rahere, and the miracnlona cures wrought at the 
Hoapital ; The Craft of Nomirynge, with other of tho earliest onglisht TrsatiiKs on 
Arithmetic, edited by E. Steolo, B.A. ; and Miss Warron'a two-text edition of Tlx Danee 



Tads preparing: T!ie Ertra-Smeg Texts for 1907, Sfc. DeguilleviUe. § 

Che old foreign black-letter editions, Glosanrj, kc, by A. E. Donald, B.A. (now in India) ; 
and a new edition oftlie famous EBrly-Etiglisli Dictionary [ English and Latin), Proviplorimn 
PaTvaloruM, from the Winoheatar MS,, ab. 14i0 a.d.: in this, the Editor, tlie Rev. A. I-. 
Mayhew, M. A., will follow and print hia MS. not only in it's arrangement of nonna Urst, and 
verbs second, undei every letter of the AJphabet, bnt also in its giving of the floxiona of the 
worda. Tho Society's Bdition will thna bo the first iDodern one that really represents its 
original, a point on which Ur. Mnyhsw's insistence will meet with the synipathy of all 
onr Hemhers. 

Ltttor Texts for the Extra Series will include The Three Kings' Sons, Part II, tlie 
Introdnotionj kc, by Pro f. Dr. Leon Kellner ; Part II of The Chester Plays, re-edited from 
the MSS., with a full coUation of the formerly nmaing Dovouahire MS., by Mr. O. England 
and Dr. Matthews ; Prof. Jespcraen's eilitiona of John Haifa Orthugraphia (MS. 1551 A.r. ; 
biaekletter 1669), and ilsthod lo letieh Hmditig, 1570; Degmllanlle's Pilgrimage of Oif 
SoviU, in English prose, edited by Prof. Dr. L. Kellnei. (For the three prose versinns 
of The PilgrUnage of the Life ef Man — two English, one French — an Editor is wanted.) 
MemboiB are askt to realise the fact that the Society has now GO years' work on its Lists, — 
at its present rate of prodnction, — and that there is from 100 to 200 more years' work to 
come after that. The year 2000 will not see fioisht all the Texts that the Society onght to 

Erint. The need of more Membei-s and money is pressing. Offers of hBlji from willing 
ditors have continunlly to be declined beoausa the Society has no funds to print their Texts. 
An urgent appeal is hereby made to Members to increase the list of Subscribers to the 
E. E. Text Society. It is nothing less than a scandal that the Hellenic Society shonld have 
nearly 1000 membere, while the Early English Text Society has not 300 ! 

Before his death in 1895, Mr. G. N. Ciirrie was preparing en edition of the ICth and 16th 
centnry Prose Versions of Guillanme da Degnilleville a Filgriiiutge of the Life iff Mail, with 
the French ptoso version byJeanGallopes, from Lord Aldenham's MS., he having ganeroHsly 
proinist to pay the extra cost of'prlntiug the Frenuh text, and engraving one or two of tbe 
illuniiuftlions in liia MS. Bat Mr. Ciirrie, when ou his deathbed, chargail a friend to bnm 
n/niis MSS. which lay in a comer of his room, and nnluckily all the E. E. T. S.'s copies of 
the Doguilleville prose versions were with them,, and were biimt with them, so that the 
Sociely will be pnt to the cost of fresh cD[iiaa, Mr. Cnrrie having died in debt. 

Guillanme de Degnilleville, monk of the Cistercian abbey of Chaalis, in the diocese or 
Seolis, wrote his Brat verse Filerijiaige de VHomme in 1330-1 when he was 36.' Twenty-Eve 
(or sis) years after, in 1356, he cavisad his poem, and issued a second version of it,' a revision 
of which was piinted ah. ISOO. Of the prose representative of the first version, 1330-1. 
a prose Englishing, abo^it 1130 A.n., was edited by Mr, Aldis Wright for the Roxburghe Clnb 
in 186B, from MS, Ff. 6. 30 in the Cambridge University Library. Other copies of this prose 
English are in the Hnnterian Mnseum, Glasgow, Q. 2. 25 ; Sion College, London ; and the 
Land Collection in the Bodleian, no. 710.' A copy in the Northern dialect is MS. G. 21, in 
St, John's CoU., Cambridge, and this is the MS. which will be edited for the E. E, Text 
Society. The Land MS. 710 was somewhat condenst and modernised, in the 17th centnry, 
into MS. Ff. 6. 30, in the Cambridge UniverBity Uhrary;" "The Pilgrime or the PU- 
grimago of Man in this World," copied by Will. Baspoole, whoso copy "was Terbatim 
writtenhyWaltorParker, 1615, and from thoncB transcribed byG. G, 1619 ; and from thence 
by W. A. 1855." This last copy may have been road by, or its story reported to, Bunyan, 
and may have been the gronndwork of bis Pilgrim's Progress. It will be edited for the E. 
E. T. Soc, its text running nodor the earlier English, as in Mr. Horrtage's edition of the 
Qesta Romanortnn for the Society. In February tlSl,' Joan Oallopea — a olork of Angers, 
afterwards chaplain to John, Duko of Bedford, Regent of France— tnmed Degnillovillo'a firal 
verso Piterinaige into a prose PileriTuige de la vie hwnaine.* By the kindness of Lord Alden- 
bam, as above mentiond, Oallopes's French text will be printed oppoi^ite the early prose 
northern Englishing in the Society's edition. 

The Second VorMonorDegnilleville'sPilCTMioisoderJTbnime, a.d. 1356 or -0, was englisht 
in verse by Lydgate in 1126, Of Lydgate's poem, the larger part is iu the Cotton MS 
Vitallius 0. xiii (leaves 2-308). This MS. leaves ont Cbaaoer a engliahing of Degnilleville' s 
^ B C or Prayer to the Virgin, of which the successive stanzas start with A, B, C, and mn all 
thro' the alphabet ; and it has 2 main gaps, besides many small ones from the tops of leavi!^ 
being hnmt in the Cotton firo. All these gaps (save the ABC) have been fild np from th^ 
StowB MS. 952 (which old John Stowe compfBted) and from the end of the other imperfect 
MS. Cotton, Tiberius A viL Thanks to the diligence of the old Eli;^bethan tailor and 

> Ha was bom abmit 1395. Sso AbM OuujEr'B BiMiDtUjui fi-atipiijr, Vol. IX, p. 73-4.— F. II. Tlic 
Iloiliurgho Club printed the Irt Torsion in 1893. 

5 The Koxburgho ClaV» oopy ol tbia 2nd vomiim was lent to Mr. Cnrrie, and iiulnckilr burnt too with 
bis nt1;er MSB. 

> Thmo 3 MBS. Imve not vet beon collated, but are holioied to be all at the enmo version. 
* Another MS. 1b in Ihe Pepys Lthrary. 

> AeconKnn to I.ord Aldonliun't Ha. 

'laaiv mRB printed la Fiance, late In th* IMli or swlj la U« UttiOTBtiiiT. 



Anglo-Saxon Paalters. More Money wanted. Saints* Lives. 5 

manuscript-lover, a complete text of Lydgato'^ poem has been given. The ]3ritiMh Mut>einii 
French MSS. (Harleian 4899^ and Additional 22, 937 ^ and 25, 594 «) are all of the First Version. 

Besides his first Pklerinaige de Vhomme in its two versions, Deguilleville wrote a second, 
** de Tame separee du corps," and a third, **de uostre seigneur lesus." Of the second, a prose 
Englishing of 1413, The Pilgrxmage of the Smclc (with poems by llocclove, already prmted 
for the Society with that author's Itegem&nb of Princes), exists in the Ej^crton MS. 615,* at 
Hatfield, Cambridge (Univ. Kk. 1. 7, and Caius), Oxford (Univ. Coll. and Corpus), and in Cax- 
ton*s edition of 1483. This version has 'somewhat of addicious' as Caxton says, and some 
shortenings too, as the maker of both, the first translater, tells us in the MSS. Caxton leaves 
out the earlier englisher's interesting Epilog in the Egcrton MS. This prose englishing of 
the Sowle will be edited for the Society by Prof. Dr. Leon Kellner after that of the Man is 
finisht, and will have Gallopes's French opposite it, from I^ord Aldenham's MS. , as his gift 
to the Society. Of the Pilgrimage of Jesus, no englishing is known. 

As to the MS. Anglo-Saxon Psalters, Dr. Hy. Sweet has edited the oldest MS., the 
Vespasian, in his Oldest English Texts for the Society, and Mr. Harsley has edited the 
latest, c. 1160, Eadwine's Canterbury Psalter. The other MSS., except the Paris one, being 
interlinear versions, — some of the Roman-Latin redaction, and some of the Gallican, — Prof. 
Logeman has prepared for press, a Parallel-Text edition of the first twelve Psalms, to start the 
complete work. He will do his best to get the Paris Psalter — tho' it is not an interlinear 
one — ^into this collective edition ; but the additional matter, especially in the Verse-Psalms, 
is very difficult to manage. If the Paris text cannot be parallelised, it will form a separate 
volume. The Early English Psalters are all independent versions, and will follow separately 
in due course. 

Through the good offices of the Examiners, some of the books for the Early-English Ex- 
aminations of the University of London will be chosen from the Society's publications, the 
Committee having undertaken to supply such books to students at a large reduction in price. 
The net profits from these ssdes will be applied to the Society's Kopriuts. 

Members are reminded that fresh Suhscribers are always wanted, and that the Committee 
can at any time, on short notice, send to press an additional Thousand Pounds' worth of work. 

The Subscribers to the Original Series must be prepared for the issue of the whole of the 
Early English Lives of Saints, sooner or later. The Society cannot leave out any of them, 
even though some are dull. The Sinners would doubtless be much more interesting. But in 
many Saints' Lives will be found valuable incidental details of our forefathers' social state, 
and all are worthful for the history of our language. The Lives may be lookt on as the 
religious romances or story-books of their period. 

The Standard Collection of Saints' Lives in the Corjms and Ashmole MSS. , the Harleian 
MS. 2277, &c. will repeat the Laud set, our No. 87, with additions, and in right order. (The 
foundation MS. (Laud 108) had to be i)rinted first, to prevent quite unwieldy collations.) The 
Supplementary Lives from the Vernon and other MSS. will form one or two separate volumes. 

Besides the Saints' Lives, Trevisa's englishing of Bartholomaus de Proprictatihus llcrum, 
the mediaeval Cyclopaedia of Science, &c., will be the Society's next big undertaking. Dr. 
R. von Fleischhacker will edit it. Prof. Napier of Oxford, wishing to have the whole of 
our MS. Anglo-Saxon in type, and accessible to students, will edit for the Society all the 
unprinted and other Anglo-Saxon Homilies which are not included in Thorpe's edition of 
^Ifric's prose,^ Dr. Morris's of the Blickling Homilies, and Prof. Skeat's of ^^Ifric's Metrical 
Homilies. The late Prof. Kolbing left complete his text, for tho Society, of the Ancren 
Riwle, from the best MS. , with collations of the other four, and this will be edited for the 
Society by Dr. Thiimmler. Mr. Harvey means to prepare an edition of the three MSS. of 
the Earliest English Metrical Psalter ^ one of which was edited by the late Mr. Stevenson 
for the Surtees Society. 

Members of the Society will learn with pleasure that its exaniidc has been followed, not 
only by the Old.French Text Society which has done such admirable work under its founders 
Profs. Paul Meyer and Gaston Paris, but also by the Early Russian Text Society, which was 
set on foot in 1877, and has since issued many excellent editions of old MS. Chronicles, &c. 

Members will also note with pleasure the annexation of large tracts of our Early English 
territory by the important German contingent, the late Profchsors Zupitza and Kolbing, the 
living Hausknecht, Einenkel, Haenisch, Kaluza, Hupe, Adam, Holtliausen, Schick, Herzfeld, 
Brandeis, Sieper, Konrath, Wiilfing, &c. Scandinavia has also sent us Prof. Erdmann and 
Dr. E. A. Kock ; Holland, Prof. H. Logeman, who is now working in Belgium ; France, Prof. 
Paul Meyer — with Gaston Paris as adviser (alas, now dead) ;— Italy, Prof. Lattanzi ; Austria, 

1 15th cent., containing only tho Vie huniaine. 

3 15th cent., containing all the 3 Pilgrimages, the 3rd being Jesus Christ's. 

3 14th cent., containing tho Vit humaine and the 2nd Pilgrimage, de VAine : both hicomplete. 

4 Ab. 1430, 106 leaves (leaf 1 of text wanting), with illuminations of nice little devils— red, green, tawny, 
Jbc. . ond damnd souls, fires, angels, &c. 

5 Of these, Mr. Harsley is prex)aring a new edition, with collations of all the MSS. Many copies of 
Thorpe's book, not issued by the Jdfric Society, are still in stock. 

Of the YeroeUi Homilies, the Society has bought the copy made by Proi. Q. lAllauzi. 
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FOREWORD, 

BY Dh, p. J. FUBNIV.11.L. 

When the late Thomas Wright offered to edit the followiug text 
for us, I got Mr. Win. Rosniter, then of the Working Men's College, 
to oopy itj and add the missing bits from Caxton's print of 1484. 
I also offered to have the proofs of the test read with the originalB 
by a truBtworthy man; but Mr. Wright said he would read them 
himself. Later, Mr. Edmund Brock found several mistakes in the 
text, and ho compiled a list of them, which we issued in a thirteen- 
page appendix of " Additions and Cori-ections." On my asking 
Mr. Wright why he had not carried out his promise to me, to read 
his proofs with the MS. and Caxton, he said that he did read the 
first sheet with the MS. and found it so correct that he did not 
think it necessary to read the rest. This was too bad of him, a^- 
the Society was quite ready to pay a good reader to do this part of 
the Editor's work. 

Tlie book having run out of print, one of the Clarendon Press 

Iwaders made in my old copy of it all the corrections noted by 

f Mr, Brock ; and the new proofs to p. 48 were read with the MS, by 

! Evelyn Fox, and the rest by me, I adding a few footnotes 

rom the French, Instead of adding a final e for all the d") g, h, W, 

I, of the MS,, these letters have been printed &a they stand. 

In the extracts from Caxtou I have had the tagd d', g', h, printed 

! they (in his fount) are used in his tyi)e No. 4*, which (says 

I Blades, ii. xxxvii) made ito first appearance among Caxton's types 

1 the autumn "'f 1483, when he was printing the "Confessio 

mantis" and the " Knight of the Tower." In the latler of these 
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^'sig. f introduces the new fount to us; all after, as well as the 

introductory matter, being in type No. 4 *" — ii. xxxviii. 

Though of course some slips are still in the present print, it 

is an improvement on that of the first edition, and will be sent to 

all our ]\f embers. I have to thank the Oxford Press Reader for 
many valuable suggestions. 

British Museum, 
May 10, 1905. 



My young friend. Jack Mimro, of the Working Men^s College 
and the Fumivall Sculling Club, has kindly added the much- 
needed ^^ Contents ^^ to this volume, has written many fresh Notes, 
and has made a new Glossary, a collection of Phrases and Proverbs 
(pp. ^54-2^63), and an Index of Subjects (pp. 264-8), for all 
which we are much indebted to him. 

Some of the stories told below are also in the interesting 
Alphabet of Tales edited for our Society by Mrs. M. M. Banks, and 
in Mirk's Festial in our Extra Series, edited by Dr. Erbe. 

3 St. George's Sq., NW., 
March 13, 1906. 



INTRODUCTION, 

BY THE LATE ThOMAS WrIGHT. 

The feudal castle of La Tour-Landry, from which the author of 
the following book received his name, stood between Chollet and 
Vezins, in the part of the old province of Anjou which lay between 
Poitou and Brittany, where its ruins are still visible, consisting of a 
great donjon, or keep, said to date from the twelfth century. The 
family of our Knight appears to have been established there at 
least as early as that date. In the year 1200, a Landry de la 
Tour, lord of this place, is found engaged in a lawsuit relating to 
lands ; and the names of different members of the family are met 
with not unfrequently during the thirteenth century. M. de 
Montaiglon, the editor of the original text of the Knight^s "Book,^^ 
who has investigated this question with laborious care, considers 
that the father of our author was GeofProy de la Tour, spoken of 
at the beginning of the fourteenth century as lord of La Tour- 
Landry, Bourmont, La Galonifere, Loroux-Bottereau, and Cor- 
nouaille, and who, under the banner of the Count of Anjou in 
1336, distinguished himself by his courage in the war with the 
English. 

This Geoffrey de la Tour had two sons, our Geoffi'oy, who was the 
eldest, and another named Arquade, who is supposed to have been 
much younger than his brother. The latter, our Geoffrey de la 
Tour- Landry, appears from his own account to have been present 
at the siege of Aguillon in 1346. His name again appears in a 
military muster in 1363. We know that he married Jeanne 
de Rouge, younger daughter of Bonabes de Rouge, lord of 
Erval, vicomte of La Guerche, and chamberlain to the king, 
but we are unacquainted with the date of this marriage, 
though in 1371 and 137^^, when he composed the following 
book, he must have been married a sufficient length of time 
to have sons and daughters of an age to require instruction of 
this kind. 



Vin INTitOUL'CTiON. 

The name o£ Geoffroy de la Tour occui's several times between 
the date of the compilation of his book and the end of the century. 
In 1378 he sent his contribution of men to the army employed in 
the siege of Cherbourg, but he did not seiTe in person on that 
occasion. In the document recording this fact, he is described as 
a knight banneret. In 1380 Geoffrey served in the war in 
Brittany, and we find him again in active service in the September 
of the year 1383. We learn from another document, that at this 
last date GeofEroy's first wife, Jeanne de Rouge, was still living ; 
but she must have died within a few years afterwai-ds, for at » 
subsequent date, which M. de Montaiglon places in 1389, he 
contracted a second marriage with Mai^uerite des Roches, lady of 
La Mothe de Pendu, the widow of Jean de Clerembault, knight. 
This is the latest mention of the name of our Knight which has 
yet been discovered among contemporary records ; the date of his 
death is quite unknown, but it probably occurred at some period 
towai-ds the end of the fourteenth century. 

The descendants of Geoffroy de la Tour-Landry appear to have 
been all active in the turbulent times during which they lived, and 
through one of them the name became again rather cuiiously 
connected with literary history. The Knight of La Tour tells ns 
that he had sons {in the plural) ; for at the beginning of the book 
now published he tells ns in the original that he had compiled two 
books, " Fnii ponr men fih, tt ?'autre poiir mes fillea ^ ; " and in two 
other passages of the present book, addressing his daughters, he 
refers to the book he bad compiled for their brothers, " oh Hvi-e rh 
Kozfrertt ^." Caxton, in bis printed translation, has given us at the 

' "Et iioui- ee . , . . ny-jo fait deux livreB, I'un pour mea flla, et I'autrB pom- meg 
Kllea pom' aprendre k romiQaiioier." — lie Litre ((« Chevnlier de ?n ToHr, Bclited by 
M. <]e Montaigluu, p. 4. ■' And tliorfor y bnne made .i], bokiiS, one for my sonea, 
an other fOT my dougbtres, forto leme hem to rede." — The Booi: of the Kniqit, 
English tra.nBlation, p. 4 of the present volume. 

'' "Comrae rausle tronterei pluei pUin nu livro do voz frerei." — LeLivredn Chee. 
•h !a ToHi; chap. Iixiix. p. 175. " Si oorame yona la trouverez on lisre ijhb j'ai fait 
U \ni fiisreP." '' Ab yo shal Bnde it mora pltinly in the Iwke of youre bretheren." — 
The ]!od- uf li' AO^yi^ ohnp. hvxis, p. 1 15 of the present voIiutil-. 
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conclusion a little more precise information on the subjei:t, when 
he makes the good Kui;;ht refer his daughtere to the other book in 
the words, "as hit is rehereeJ in the hookc of my two sonnes '." 
The passage represented by these wonls of Caxton is not found in 
the known manuscripts of the French text j but we may be tolerably 
certain, from Caxton's known exactness, that it existed in the 
manuscript of which he made use, and we are justified in ai^suming 
that, at the time when Geoffroy de la Tour- Landry coni])iled this 
hook, that is, in 1371, he had two sons. He has in no instance 
mentioned the number of his daughters, but the manuscripts of the 
original text are ornamented with illuminations, and in these the 
Knight is always represented as attended by thi-ee daughters, for 
which number the illuminatora had no doubt satisfactory authority. 
Of the history of these daughters we know very little. One of 
them, Marie de la Tour-Landry, married, on the ist of November, 
1391, Giiles Clererabault, the son of her father's second wife by 
her t'ormei" husband. Marie de la Tour left no issue, and died 
•re 1400, as in that year Giiles Clerembault married a second 



This intermarriage of the two families appears to have been a 
iTOurite idea of Geoffroy de la Tour-Landry, and was perhaps 
mere question of family interest. Charles de la Tonr-Landry, 
who was GeofEroy's eldest son, was married first to Jeanne de 
Sonde, hut this union appears not to have lasted long, for, after 
her death, Charles manied in January, 1389^ Jeanne Clei-embault, 
the daughter of his step-mother, and sist«r of his brother-in-law- 
Charles de la Tour-Landry was slain at the battle of AzJncourt, in 
October, 1415. There is some confusion in the family history at 
this time, through the imperfection of the genealogies; but a 
GeoflTroy de la Tour, who was at the siege of Parthenay in 1419, 
and a Herve de la Tour, who served in the wars near the same 
period (his name occurs in 1415 and 1416), are conjectured to have 
been sons of the author of our hook. Charles de la Tour-Landry 

' Hee the pceoeut volume, ji. 10;. 
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had five sons. The name o£ the eldest is uucertain, but he in said 
to have been with his father at Azineourt, and to have died of 
his wounds soon after the battle. Ae he died childless, his brother 
Pontus, the second son of Charles, remained the bead of the family. 
The three other sons, Thibaud, Raonlet, and Louis, died without 
children. They had at least one sister, who foi-med a rather high 
matiimomal connection. 

The family appears now to have been at its greatest height 
of prosperity and glory. Pontus de la Tour-Landry is cited as 
knight, lord of La Tour-Landrj', of Bourmont, and of Loroux- 
Bottereau, and baron of Bouloir in the Vendflmois ; he appears in a 
record of the year 1434 as givinj^ to the prior and convent of 
St. Jean of Anvers the tithe of grain in his estate of Comouaille, 
and he seems to have held other considerable territories in 
Brittany and elsewhere. He was not unfrequently employed in 
public affairs, and was present at the battle of Formigrey in 1450, 
It is only necessaiy on the present occasion to say that Pontus bad 
a daughter and a son, and that the latter, who was named Louis, 
had four sonsj none of whom left issue ; so that with them the 
male line of La Tour-Landry became extinct. 

All the older great feudal families prided themselves on tracing 
their descent to the chieftains of the fabulous ages of society ; and 
usually each of them bad his family romance, which told the story 
of the primeval heroes of his house, and which was no doubt 
frequently read by his clerk or chaunted by hia minstrel for the 
edification of his family and his guests. These formed what were 
called the Chansons or Romans de Geste, which were so numerous 
in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, the period when feudalism 
had reached its greatest development. As feudalism was gradually 
falling from its original character, the composition of such family 
romances went out of fashion, and we know of but a small number 
of instances at periods Bubsec|uent to those just mentioned, Thus, 
at a much later date, in the latter half of the fourteenth century, 
the family of Lusignau gratified ita pride by employing a writer 
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named Jean d'Arras to compile the romance of Melusine, according 
to which the lords of Liisignan derived their descent from the 
marriage of one of their great chiefs of early tim.ea with a fairy, 
named Melusine, wlio every Saturday took the form of a serpent, 
Pontua de la Tour-Landry was one of the very latest who imitated 
thiB example. Ambitious, probably, of rivalling the fame of the 
LusignanSj he appears to have employed some "clerk" like 
Jean d'Arras to compile the Roman de Ponthus, intending espe- 
cially to glorify his own particular name. It is a romance of little 
merit, hut appears to have been at one time lather popular, as it 
was often printed, Pontus is represented as having been the son 
of tlie king of Galicia and of his amours with the fair Sidonia, 
daughter of the king of Brittany, where part of tlie ancestral 
possessions of the lords of La Tour lay. Most of tlie distin- 
guished companions of Ponthus came from this side of France, 
and the fii'st of them, and the one who figures most promi- 
I nently, bears the significant name of Landry de la Tour, The 
i laid in Galicia, Brittany, and England. It is curious 
%ow chiefly as forming an incident in the literary history of 
the Middle Ages, 

Far differently interesting is the book which the great grand- 
father of the real Ponthus, our Geoffroy de la Tour-Landry, 

mpiled himself for the instruction of his daughters. Its interest 
I the greater from the care its author has taken to make us 
'acquainted with the eircnmstances and feelings under which it 
was composed. The good Knight had, as already state<i, three 
da.ughters, who had been left motherless, and for whose success 
in the world he naturally felt anxiety. He undertook, therefore, 
to write a treatise for the purpose of instructing tbem in all those 
mental qualities which, in the fourteenth century, were looked 
as constituting the charact-er of a pure and perfect lady. 
Sis care to inform his readers in all the particulai's relating to 

■ origin of his book is, indeed, quite curious. He lets us know 

J date when he began it, and that at which it was ended. 



X11 1\TtlOni'CTI0N. 

He says that the idea of it came into his head as he was indulginji; 
in somewhat melancholy pensiveneas in his garden at the close of 
the month of April in the year 1371'; and we learn from two other 
incidental fitatements in the original text that it was completed 
in the year 1372. In the forty-ninth chapter he tells an anecdote 
which, he says, happened in the same year in which he was writing 
— en cent an, qui c»t Van inU traia cena Ixxij'^ ; and in another pas- 
sage he speaks of the battle of Cr^cy as having taken place twenty- 
six years ago — il tf a ccxvj am ; which, as that battle was. fought 
on the afith of August, 1346, would give us the same date of 
I 1373. He further tells us iu his introduction that he employed 
in compiling it two priests and two clerks ^, whose work appeai-s 
to have consisted in collecting illustrative examples and anecdotes 
from different writers. Every one acquainted with medieval 
literature knows how genei-al was this practice of teaching morals 
and religion through popular stories and short historical narratives. 
M. de Montaiglon has further pointed out the fact that the author 
had commenced his hook in the intention of following another 
practice which was very popular in the literature of this period — 
that of composing books of instruction iu verse. He has shown 
that in the original the prologue was written in verse, and that 
the rhythm, and even in great part the rhymes of this verse, are 
preserved almost perfectly in writing it as prose, until nearly the 
end of this prologue, when the Knight suddenly tells his readers that 
it is his design to write it, not in verse, hut in prose, that he might 
be able \a write less diffusely, and moi-e simply and easier to be 
understood : "que je ne veuUe point aietire ew rime, ain^oyg le veuh 
iiiettre m prose, pour VabregieT H mienl<B entendre" or, as our English 
translation expresses it, "but y wolde not sette it in ryme, hut 
in prose, forto abregge it, and that it might be beter and more 

' Seep, 1 of the present volume. 

' P. 103 of M, de Montaiglon'a edition; it in uuiitttd iii tlic treoHbitiuu wo 
liere pnblieb. 
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pleinly to be iinderstorKT'," A very large proportion o£ the 
stories given by Geoffroy de la Tour-Landry are taken from the 
Scriptures and from the lives of saints and other similar produc- 
tions ; but, like other moralists oi his agu, he adopted the stories 
of the fabliaux, and the tales of the popular conteur, whenever 
they Beemed to suit his purpose, and in his choice he has not 
rejected some which were better fitted by their want of delicacy 
to the ears of his contemporaries than to those of modem times. 
There then existed very little of refinement in won.1 or thought, 
and, in the best society, both sexes often conversed in terms 
and on subjects which are in strange discordance with our modern 
sentiments. 

No doubt under the pretext of instructing his own daughters, 
(ieoffroy's design was to write a treatise on the domestic education 
of women, and his plan appears to have extended still further, 
and to have been intended to embrace the other sex also. We 
learn positively from several passages in the present book, that 
he had already compiled a similar book for the use of his sons, 
and, from the way in which he speaks of it, the compilation 
of this other work must have preceded the book for the instruction 
of hie daughters by some years. "And therefor," he says at the 
end of his prologue, "y have made ,ij. bokes, one for my sones, 
an other for my doughtres^," In another place, in warning his 
daughters against drunkenness, he says, " as ye shal finde it more 
pleinly in the bote of youre bretheren ■' ; " and again, at the close 
of the book, in Caxton's translation, the knight is made to say, 
" as hit is rehei-eed in the booke of my two sonnes *." At least 
one other allusion to this book is found in the French text; yet, 
strange to say, nobody has ever heard of the existence of a copy 
of this treatise for the instruction of the Knight's sons, nor has 
any trace of it ever been discovered except in the mention of it 
in the book of which the translation is now published. 



' See p. 3 or the preBent volume, 
p. 1 ig of the present volume. 
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in a good formal writing of the rei^u o£ King Henry VI, so 
that it is not only part of a mana^oript made foi' a person of 
some rank and importance, but of a volume whieh no doubt con- 
tained other treatises. This translation is in many respects superior 
to that of Caxton. The latter is so strictly and often so nakedly 
literal, that in following the words Caston has sometimes lost the 
sense of the original, and this is carried to sucli a degree that 
it would be easy to identify the particular manuscript which Caxton 
followed if it were in existence. The anonymous translation of 
our manuscript, on the contrary, displays ninch more freedom, and 
is more correct. This earlier translation, moreover, fnrnishes a 
far more el^ant and interesting monnment of the English lan- 
guage in the fifteenth century. It is for those reasons that 1 
have chosen it for the test of the present volume. Unfortunately, 
it is an imperfect manuscript, for there are one or two laonnre 
in the body of the work, and it is truncated at the end by nearly 
one-fifth of the whole. Under those circumstances, the only i 
source was to supply from Caxton 's text the parts which a 
wanting in the inedited manuscript. 

In other respects, I have endeavoured to give as good an edition 
of the original manuscript as I coukl, and I have added a few 
illustrative notes to such points as seemed to require explanation. 
In foiming my test, I cannot but acknowledge with thanks the 
assistance I have received from the excellent transcript and colla- 
tion made by William Rossiter, Esq., to whom also the reader 
owes the side-notes and bead-lines. 



THOMAS WRIGHT. 



Sydney Street, Bkomptox, 
Ju/^ 13, 1867, 
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TN the yere of the 

■*■ was in B. ganlin, al Ueui 



of o 



i lord" M* iijo Ixxj, as y [foi. 



nd fult of thought, in the shadow, in April a. 



about the ends of the monthe of ApriH, but a litelt y reioysed'strdi.n, 
* me of the nielodie and song of the wilde hriddea; thei sang iiiousbi 
there in her langnges, as the Thrustitt, the thi'Usshe, the nytiug- 
gale, and other briddes, the whiclie were futt of mirthe and 
ioye ; and thaire suete aonge made mj herte to lighten, aud "ii™ u 
Kp made me to thinke of the tyme that is passed of my youthe, '-M's 
how lone in gret distieBae had' holde me,' and how y was™J'^™ 
in her seruice maiii tymej fuB of sorugK and gladnease, na mani """"^ 
lovers ben. But iny sorw was heled, aud my seruice wel yaetfe and 

II quitte, for he gaue [me a fayr] wyfF, and that was holhe fiiire 

and good', [whioiie had' knowleche of alle honoure, alle good, and 
fayi-e mayntenyuge,] and of »it good she was Lett and the floure; 
and y deli ted me bo nioche it) her that y made for her loue songges, I mude 
i6 halades, rondelles, virallCs, and diuerse nwe ' tliinges in the best i<" mj 
wise that y couthe. But deth, that oii aH makitiie werre, tuke uii 'he 
her from me, the whiahe bathe made me haue maui a ^orufuD lomyj 

' Fnrt of tlie first column is scarcely legible, and I have been obliged 
to iDsert a fen nurds from Caxtim'B tranalatiuu. 

■ Coiton biu " bath." The whole sentence in Canton reaclB thus ; But 
dlla myn eayllea hauo rewarded me. l^jthe that the fajro and good'haCh 
gyuen to me/ whielie hath kaowleche of alle honnure/ .ille good/ and fajre 
majntenyiigi;/. 
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thought aud gret heuineBse. And so it is more than .sx. yeere 
that I hnue ben for her ful of gret sorugh. For a true lover- 
■ (FqJ. 1, is hert 'forgetith ueuer the woman that enis he bathe truli loiied. 
When In Hie -^^^ "^ ? was in the aaide gnidein, thiukyage of these thoughtj, 4 
QUBBto m" y sawe come towardea me my .iij. doughters, of the whiche I 
amghisra, wsa joyfull, and had giete desire that thei Bhuld" tume to 
I had great good and worehipe aboue bH ertheli thinges, for tliei were yonge, 
Uwjahouid and had but tendir witte; and so atte the begynnyng a man 8 
F«^i" aught to lerne his doughtera with good enaaumples yevinge, 
as dede the quene Prouea of Hongrie, that faire afid goodly 
cliastisud and taught her doughters, as it [is] coniened in her . 
hoke. And whanne my doughters come towardes me, I be- 11 
thought me uf the tyme whan that y yede and rode with my 
felawes in PaytoT and other diuerse places that y had hen 
indirrauHD-in, And also y bethought aud remembered me that my felawea 

heroahowBiy ... . . 

"fellows" had comeiied with ladies and gentil-women, the whiche piaied hem ifi 

"™*"ii'*sof loue, For there was none of them that might iinde, lady 

jouih, Qj, geiiti 11- woman, but thei wolde praie her; and yef that one 

wolde not entende to that, other wolde anone praie. And 

whethir thei had good ansuere or eueli, thei mnght neuer, for ao 

tlici had in hem no sbamo nor drede for the cause thei were bo 

used; ' And therto thei had fiiire langnge and wordes, for in eueri 

place thei wolde hane hadiT her sportes and thei might. 

And so thei dede bctiie deseiue ladies and gentilwomefi, and 14 

here forthe diuerse langages on hem, som true and aoin fals, 

from which of the wliicho there corae to diuerse gret defames and 

much Kan- sclauudies withoute cause and reson. And theie is not this 

• [Ful, It, day *D0 gretter tresoii tbnnne a geiititt woman, to yeuo her iS 

Belff to a traitour fals cburle, blamed with vices, for there ys 

maul of hem decelued hi the foule and grete fals othes that the 

fals men vsen to swere to the women; for y liaue herd" my 

dBpiieiiiiBij felawes suere ofte diuerse fals otheB, and y asked honi whi thei 3' 

forsuoi-e hem, saieng that thei loued euerich woman best that 

thei spake to. E'or y saide vnto hem, " Seris, ye shulde loue, 

t hole In MS. nor be aboute, to haue but one." But wha[t] + y saide vuto hem, 

it was nener the bet«". And tbeifor bi-caure y aawe atte 36 
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that tyme the gouernaunce of bem, tlie wliiohe y ilouted, that 
tyme yet regnithe, And tier be suche felawea now or worse. And 
And tberfor y purposed to make & Hteli boke, in tbo wliiche luJ, 
y woldo write tlie good condiciones and dedes of ladiea anduiei 
gentUl-womeD, that fot htr gcodneSBe were wcrshippeJ, honoured, di 
praised, acd renoroed the tyme passed, and euer ehatt be, for » 
her weidoinge and goodues, to that eoteut that my dougbtres s™"" "'"' "^ 
shiilde take ensaumple of taire coutiuuauuce and good mancre. 
And also y wol make write the nianere ooutrarie of goodneaae, 
the whiche is " called the hoke of hurtinge of eueH women, that 
hftthe vfied to do euell, and had blames," to that entent that who 
EO luBte may kepe hem from harme ther thei might erre, as thei 
that yet be blamed, dishonoured, and shamed. & for these I 

causes aforesaicT, y thought to make t^ia litelt hoke to my yong ' 

doughtres, whorupoii thei might rede and studie, to that entent tinuhay 
that thei might lerne and see bothe good and 'cuelt of the '[Poi.it. 
tyme passed, and forto kepe hem in good clennesse, and from aff niBiit tnow 
euetJ in tyme coniyug. For there he such men that lyetlia 
and makithe good vitage nud couuteoaunce to womeu afore hem, 
that Bcornithe and mockithe hem iu her absence. And therfor 
it is baide to knowe the worlds that is now ; and ther [for] the 
resones that y haue saido you, y parted and yede oute of the 
gardeiu, and foude in my way .ij. prestes and .ij. tlerkes tliat oriingout i>f 
y had. And y said" to hem that y wolde make a boke ofi.ieiiuo 
ensaumples, for to teche my doughtres, tliat tliei might vnder- twoderkM. 
stond how thei shulde gouerne hem, and knowe good from euelt. ti"™ ' "o"[^ 
And so y made hem extraie me ensaumples of the Bible and oreii.mpiM 
other bokes that y had', as the gestis of kingges, the croniclej jll^i^T" 
of Fraunce, Grece, of luglond', aud of mani other sti-aunge 'i^p1™'')n* 
loiidee. And y made hem rede me euei'i boke ; And ther tliat tkrio^bw"^ 
y fonde a good ensaumple, y made extraie it oute. And thanne "■ 
y made this boke. But y wolde not sette it in ryme, hut in frun nbich t 
p'ose, forto abregge it, and that it might be heter and more book, in 
pleinly to be understond". Aud y made this boke for the gret I'le trtier 
loue that y had* to my said' doughtres, the whiche y loued as 
fader aught to lone his child*, Eauing hertely ioye to fiiide wayea 

1—2 
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to stere and turiie hem to goodnease and worshipiJi!, and to loue 




and serue her creatoure, And to liaue loue of her ueighboures 


their chil- 


and of tiie world: And therfor all faders and moderB after 
good nature aught to teche her children to leue all wrong and 4 


tra" 


eueli waies, and sLew hem the true right * weye, aa wele for the 




saluacion of the aoule aa for the worship* of the worJdely bodi. 


wherefore t 


And therfor y haue made .ij, tiokea, one for my sones, an other 


^x. 


for my doughtres, forto lerne hem to rede. And in reding, it 8 


tot an 


' may not be but that thei Bhalt kepe with hem som good en- 


dunshten. 


saumple forto flee euell and withholde the good. For it ahafi 




not be posible hut aumtyme thoi Bhall haue mynde on sum 








knowe or here apeke here-after, as thei faH in the rewe vpon 




aum epekers of suclie luatiera. 




[CHAPTER I.] ■ 


Z'CZ 


r The mirrour of the furat reding of these histories. H 


IJlg. 


TTIt is a noble and a faire thii^ge for a man or a woman '6j^| 
-tl to see and hehulde hem-self in the mirrour of auadent ^| 


thins for 
people 10 H» 




steries, the which hathe ben wretin hi oure Auusettera forto 


Qld slorHs. 


shewe us good enta urn pies that thei dede, to leue and to eaoLewe 




the eueli. And, doughtres, j saie this for y am olde, and haue ao 




leued longe, and see moche more of the world" thanne ye, ^^^^^^^ 




therfor a parti, after my science, whiche is not ' gret, y niN^^^^^^^| 


S^'^iS^, 


yOQ.for y haue gret desire that ye turne youre bertis y^|||^^^^^^^^H 


hean.toO« 


to drede and to serue God ; for he thanne woL^^^^^^^^^^^^| 




worship in this world", and tbe other^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


^H 


the verray good and worship honest of IB|^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


^^k 


hjTn only, none other, -^flj^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^l 


^^H 


terreyn woivlly U^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


^V :er^r- 


an and ord^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 


■ ' 


for the good Ben^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M 




double an hundred tj^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M 


^^K 


serue a lorS/^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^M 


k 


"wbieha^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^l 
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[CHAPTER IL] 
Xd, Uierfor, tlie Amt wittfce or bboore tbu a m&n or a a^^am 



wocnan drnkJe be-ginne, is to seme God ; atte e 



he awakitlie be ought to jeue God reconisaiuice, bi tbomght 
4 or prsier, that he is his lorde, creatonr, and maker. And 
whanDe be ariEithe, to sue his mateois, or oresones, yef be 
be a dei^ yeldii^ hjm thaokiD^es sod prfiejrtiggea, as to ni« 
Iiaadato domniHm omnes gante^ ftc ; Baaedieamiu patiam 
8 & filimn ; and to sale praiers and thingges that is [nxiisiDg and u 
thanking to God. For it ia an higher and more digne thinge 
forto praie« and thauke God, thanne to requere bviii, for in 
request askes vefte, mede, or gaerdouD ; and praislog and 
11 thanking is seniice of aungele^ that euer praisithe and woi^ 
Bhipitbe God ; and it is beler to thanke God thanne to requere u 
hym, for he wote beter what nedithe man or woman thanne a 
bem selC After, ye anght to praie God for the Ronlea that "' 
i6 ben dede, eneri day or ye glepe ; for yef ye do, the deile praiethe 
for jon. And for-yete not to praie to the blessed virgine Maiie, 
that day and nigbt prsietb for a^, and to recomaande yoa to 
the seiiites and i^antas. And wbanne tliis ia done, thanne ye 
JO may slepe the bcter. Aud also y[e] ogbt to praie eueri tyme a 
tbnt je wake; and ye aught not forgete it that tyme. Also i< 
of the whiche y wiH tefl you an exsanmple, 
tlj.inke God, and to praie for aH cristcn Eonlea * 
■ ;iH tvmes that ye wake. 




I'TER III.] 
le s-tori of Constantine-Doble, tber was 
-ij. dougbters, and the yonggest bad ^"''''■i* 
loued wei God, and praied hym, atte *«"«'i'«i 
'oked, for the dede. And as she aud •«' »« 
ber Buster awoke, and herde her in ^,^5'" 
d mocked ber, aiid saide, "hold'^J^J^ 
not slepe for yon." And bo St bspped 
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lliat youthe conKti'eyned hem botlie to lone Jj. bretheren, tlmt 
wei'e kniglites, and were goodly meu. Aud so the eueteres 
tolde her counsnile eche to other. And atte the laete the! eette 
steuen that the knighteB shulde come to lye hi hem hi night 4 
priuely atte Eertalne owre. And that oue came to the yongesL 

t, EUBter, but hym thought lie sawe a thousand dcde bodies about 
her ill Bhetis ; And he wns bo sore afrnied and aferde, that he 
ranne awaie as lie hacT he cute of hym sets', and caute the 8 
feuers and gret aikenesse thorngli the fere that lie had, and 
laied hym in his bedde, and might not stere for siknesM. 

■' Sni that other knight come into that other suster withoute 
letting, and be-gate her with childe. And whanne her fader u 
west she was with childe, he made cast her in-to the Riuer, 

or and drenche her and her cliilde. And made to scoi'ch the knight 

li quicke. Thus, for that delyt, thei were bothe dede; But that 
other suster was Eaued. And y shall teH you on the morw it 16 
was in alt the houa how that *one knight was sike in Iiis bedde; 
and the yougest suster yede to see hym, nnd asked hym wherof 
he was sike. "Asy wendeto haue entered'he-lwenethe curteynes 
of youre bedde, y sawe so gret nonihre of dede men that y was jo 
nigti wode for fere, and yet y am aferde & afraied of the 
sight." And whanne she herde that, she thanked God humbly, 
that had kept her from shame and distruccion ; Aud from that 
forwarde she worshipped and praied God devoutly atte alt tymes 14 
that she awaked, and al wey [kept] her selff clene and chaste. And 

L not longe after, a kinge of Grece wedded Ler, And was continued 
R good woman and a deuoute, and had a good name ; and thns 
was she saued, as ye haue herde, forto worshippe and praie to jg 
God for the dede. And her eldest sustei", that mocked her, was 
dede and dis worshipped, as ye haue herde. And therfor, 
doughters, be-thenke you on this essaumple whan ye wake, 
and slepe not tilt ye haue praied for the dede, as dede the ja 
yougest doughter. Yet y wolde ye knew an exaumple how a 
lorde ' wolde haue a gentitt-woman, hi faire or be force, for to 
do his foule lust with her. 

' " how a lordu" is repeated, by miBtake, iii tlic MS. 
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[CHAPTER rV.] 

^ Of the knight that folued the gentiU-woman into the om 
buBshe. hs'B 

T I It happed that tlie lordu made s[iie liow tlie geiitiH-woman f,,™^ 

4 -^^ was gone to hide her in a buEsbe for fere of Ljm; Andfoisi 
there Blie saide " dirige " for alt criaf eu Bowles. And hs come 
thedir fcrto fulfeH hiB fou!e delit, and wende forto haue touched 
her, liym thought he sawe wore tban x M* dede folk about her : and i 

8 and liepte her, * And tberfor he ranue aweye. And he sende •[p 
to her, and sware to lier that he wotde iieuer requere her of j^j 

Buche materes, for she had' to kepe ber a fei'dfuH companie. alia/ 
[ And abe saide, " j had none with me, saue atte tiat tjme y saide 

" dirige " for aH criaten Bowlce." But she thought that thei were 
tho that kepte ber. And tberfor it is good to praie for tbe dede there 
atte bS Dwrea. ^o< 

[CHAPTER v.] 

' "PAire dougblrea, wbanne ye arise, enterith into tbe JjigTi wiiei 

6 ■*■ seruiee of tbe higli lord Ihe«u, and aaitbe youre matenis initn 

and youre seruice with good herte, and thenke not on none "orw 

other worldly ocupacionea in that tyme as ferforthe ae ye 

may, for ye may not goe two waies atte onia ; as the wise man 

saithe, "as good is be that berithe and underatondithe not, as for". 
he that hnutithe and takithe not." And tberfor he that Baithe htara 
a pater BOBler and praiere, and thinkitbe of worldelj tbinges and etii □> 
ocupacionea, his praiers profitetti not, foi praiera ben celestintt ""i,!^ 

^ thiiiges, and holy writte saithe "betei were a shorte orison, 
B with good devouute herte, thanne gret long mateuis, saide 

1 'Without^ deuoeion, and thinke on norldli ocupaciones." But 
the more ye sale deuoutly and with good bert, the more merite 

g ye haue. And, as Iioli writte niakithe mencion, " like as the i>ray, 
dewe of ApriR temperitbe tbe ertti and makitbe it fructife, bo iid d> 
s to Ood makitbe man and woman to he enhaunsed ; " tis 

1 may see in holy legendia of aeintea, confessours, uirginet^. 



and holy winuen that made her bedea of cuiting of vynes and 
3, other thingges, that ehulJe couae hem the lasee to "slepe and 
to haue rest, to that eutent that thei might praie and entre 
in orisones, and in good aeruice, the whiche thei were in 4 
day and night. And for her lahouie thei wanne hem heuene; 
and God hathe and dothe ehewe for hem giet miracles, and 
BO he gardonith bis seniice an hundred tymes double. And 
iny tberfor, good doughtrea, aaitiie your matenis and praiera with- 8 
only oute tbinking saue only of God, deuoutly and with good bert ; 
And that ye saie bem fasting; for a futt stomake may not be 
boly & perfitly bumble and deuoute. And after, berithe aH 
the roassea that ye may, for gret profit and good ye sbuli haue u 
tberof of God, of the whicbe y wolde tett you an exaumple. 



™i.i.i' ■ 



k. 



[CHAPTER VI.] 

fyiHer was a knight that had two douglitrea, the eldest of his 
•^ furst wifF, and that other of the aecounde. And she of 
the furst wiff waa wonder denout, for she wolde neuer ete nor 16 
drinke tiit she bad aaide her matenis and her seruice, And berde 
afi the masses that ebe might here in the chirche that ahe waa 
Inne. And the yongger was so cheiisshed that she dede what abe 
wolde; And as sone as she bad heide a litett masse, and saide .ij. 30 
or -iij. pater nosterj, she come into the warderobe to ete broweaae 
or sum other mete; and tilt she had broken her fast, she saide 
her bede oke ; but bit was but euel of custumance. And also 
she wold" haue rere sopers whanne her fader and moder waa 14 
a-bedde. And thus she Seued tilt she was weddid to a knight, 
wyse and malicious, tlint bad knowlache of her niftners, that were 
eueH botbe for bodi and soule. And thanne the * knight taught 
her, with goodly wordea and softe, that she dede euett to lede aS 
sucbe lyff. But it was neuer the beter for no tecbing nor faire 
wordea, for she wolde not be chastised. But it be-felt on a 
tyme that her husbonde had slept bis furst alepe, and groped, 
and wende to haue his wyff hi bym, but she was arisen and 31 
gone ; But he was wrothe, and caste on hym a nmntell furred 
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Wit A graie, and rose, and yode into a warderoLe that hia wiffaT 
was in, and other women, and .ij. of hia men synging and crienge, in 
iaping, and plaieng, making Eucbe noise that unnethe thei might •^ 



I 4 hane herde the thundre. 
vnder one of the womanni 
that hadd'a etafie in his ha 
and the atflf brake, that w 



And one of the me 
I clothes ; and that ^ 
tde, and smote that m 
3 drie : and the pece 



helde hia honde '" 



on the shulJre, ud bt m 
id the sphnter ' men wiiii 

^ . staff, -hii' 

thorugh whiche brnkt, am 



S therof lepte, and smote oute the ladies 
misauentnre the lady was oneyed". And for that foiile mayme wind, 
her husbonde kiste away hia herte from his wyff, And loued jj^^ 
an other, in suche wise that euer after the housholde yede to j|^ 

J not. And this behapped her for the misgouernaance aboue- ^'pie i 
said, to ete and ninke snche reuelt out of tyme bothe bi the"""*' 
morw and atte night, for the whiche sbe lost her eye, and her 
huBbondes loue, and the housholde sti'oied ; and therfor it is Tiierefoiriiii 
i'i6 good to sale matenis and here masse fasting, for usage makithe 
cnstume, for, "sette a colle in aumhlyng ringes, he wiS use 
it whiles thei aren on." But it happed other wise with her ™^^|J^ 
suster, for she acuatomed her selff of youthe to seme God de- ^WjBt'iBj'w 

o Toutly in the *ohIrche, and aaie her matenis and here her masse '^^l'\^' 
faatinge; and therfor God gerdonithe her, and gaue her a ""^^^ ^"','^^J5 
knight and a puiasauntj and [they] leued bnge togederes worship- 
foily. And after it happed that the fadercome to see hia dougliters, 
ma^ and atte the Eldestys hous he was receiued worshipfulti, with 
gret riohesse, ioye, and gladnesae, and atte the yongest doughtres 
hoas it was turned up-so-dou»i, and alt unthrifti, and she one- 
yed. And whanne the fader come home to his hous, he ohidde 
■aS his wiff, aaieng that she had lost hia doughter for letiiig her 

baue to moche her witt, and to lete her goormauiide oute of J^^gJ^Ji^^^^ 
tyme. And hi thia exaaumple it ia good to serue God and here '^ 
masse, whanne folke may, faatinge, and lyue tempered and 

a moderst lyff, and ete and drinke atte cures in due tyme, as about 
prime, and sope atte oure couenable after the tyme of the jeere ; 
for Buche Ijff aa ye wiJt coctynue, use yon to in youre youthe, 
ye shal be by yourc fieashe conatreined to kepe in youre age. 
' Mfl. repaats " ths B[iliiiter." 



rich^^W 



CHAPTER Vir. 
>• How the maydenes and women shuldin taste. 

i ffter, my faire douglitres, ye aught to fast, as long ae ye be to 
■'■■*■ wedde, .iij. dayea a woke, forto holde lowe youre fleEslie, to 
kepe you chaEte and clene, in Goddea seruice. And yef ye may 4 

in not fast Boraoche, fast the Friday in the worshippe of Cristas passion 
that he suffered for us ; nnd yef ye fast not brede and watyr, 
etithe no tiling that receiued dethe, for that is a nohle thing; as 
y haue herde a knight tett that yede into bataile ayenst Sarizencs, 8 
for it happed a criaten manya hede *wassmitenof, and [lie]deied 

. not tilt a prest come to shriue hym ; and the prest aaked how 
he might apeke withoute the body ; and the hede aaide, " I 
haue forborn flessbe on the Wednisday in the reuerens that God 1 2 
was solde that day, And that y ete neuer no thing that suffered 
dethe on the Friday ; therfor God wolde not that he that aeruithe 
hym deye in dedly sjnne withoute confeasion, nor to be 
dampiied. Here is a faire ensaumple to foihere fleashe on the i5 
Wednisday, and ete no thing on the Friday that suffered dethe. 

ij And after, doughtera, it ia good to faat the Saterday for the loue 
of oure ladi, and in the reucrence of her virgiuite, to praie her to 
kepe you in clennesae, chastite, and in loue of youre frendes, in 30 
good name, and oute of temptacion. And that fast is to make 
you haue victori ayenst youre flesshe; and in aotti yef ye lust 
to acustume you here to, ye may wel endure theae faates, for hit 
Bhatl not greae you with vsage, hothe aaieng youre seruice, hering 24 
youre maaae fasting, and to do other blessed dedee, aa the aaintes 
dedo, and aa her legendes maken mencion, the whicbe are now in 
paradise. 

CHAPTER Vlir. 

I wolde that ye had the ensaumple of an eueU woman ^g 

that fasted the Fryday and Saterday in the worship of 

CristeB passion and the virginiteof oure lady,andatlway 

that woman wolde kepe hor selff clene thilke two dayee. 

,e TTIt bapped her on a derke night, as she yede towardes her 3a 
-'"'■ lemman to foly, she fett into a welt that was twenty 
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fadom depe, aud iu her fallyng cried lielpe ou oure ludy ; and found u« 
whanne she come to the * water, she fonde it harde undemethe •[foi. 4, 
her fete, and a uoya come to her saieng, "thoo hast in the ^j^jg ,'„u^ 

4 worship of oure latly, kepte thin fleashe clene in her fast, and " " " 
therfor now thou shalt he Baued of this perile." And so, on the 
morw, folke come to feche and wynde up water at that weS, and 
thei hei'de and eawe iier therinne, and thanne thei drowe iier and ™« 

Sup, hauyng inoche meniaile how she might be saued; and she 
eaide it was for lone of her fast the Friday and the Saterday, 
And thus, as ye liaue hcrde, God aud oure lady saued her. And 
than she avowed chastite, and to liue and yse her lyff in Goddea 

2 seruice, and to lyght lompes, torches, and otlier lyghtes in the 
chirche, and to auepe and to kepe clone the cliirche. But tber Aftcrwnri; 
come a uision to her in a night, that slie drowe cute of a doughiti vision, 
a plater of siluer, and, as she loked tberon, there was diuerse 

6 blacke spottya tberin, and there cornea voys to her and eaide, 
"score so long on this plate titt je haue hadde awey all the 
'blacke spottia, and make it white and clene, as wbanne it come 
oute of the maistres honde that made hit." And this aulaion repeated 

o come to her .iij, tymee, and thanne she awoke, and bethought her 
on her auysion, and praied to God to ben her helpe. Aud 
wbanne it was day she yede aud shroue her to an holy man, and 
tolde bym her anysion. And whanne he hadde herde her [he] 'n which ihs 

4 saide, " Doughter, ye arc moche beholde to acrue God, setbe he p?"-"^ '" " 
wol youre saluacion, and shew you how ye shaH wasshe and cJense 
you from synne by confession. And y wille shewe you what 
youre auision signifiethe ; the plater 'drawen oute of the donge • (Pni. 4b. 

8 likenithe the soule in the bodi, and yef the bodi consented not isihBpiau 
to aynne, the soule shulde be as white and aa clene as the silucr 'itn^'w Uio' 
vbanne it come furst from the goldamithe, for bo clene is the bviin. 

) Boule wha»i be comithe from hapteme ; and the soule is the 

,j pluter that was fouiide in the dongge, so is the bodi (longge, 
wormes, and felthe. And whanne the bodi hatE synned for his 
fals delitis, thanne comithe on the soule a blacke spotte for eueri 
synne. And there tlie spottia is, to the body that bathe done 

p the synne be confessed, and repente hym of liis aynne in as foule 
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th f J git th y f th I d tl t the plater 

b I(! b mad 1 dht t fmtb goldeinitbe, 

tbat as y ml f tl f t t ne Aft bade that 4 
ye shnlde put tbe saide plater in a place there hit might be kepte 
clenc, and tbat it abulde be itepte from filthe, that is to Bale, tbat 
ye go not iuto no plane that wolcT drawe yon toward" By nne, for 
good it is to he ahriue, hut after ahrifte it is beter tbinge to kepe 6 
a man from synne, and tbat ye fait not to synne ayen ; for 
falling in ayen is worse tbanne the furat synne. And whanne a 
man is shreue, he abulde leue no tbinge vntolde, and tefie in what 
wise he hath done the synne, wberof, my faire dogbtres, y wol u 
teti you an exGaumple of a migbti and a 
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a worthi burgoyze, a good woman, wel named and 
le, tbat faated .iij. tymes a woke, two *tymes in 
™* brede and water, and gaue gret almesaes, and uisited the aike, i6 
gav» and norissbed faderks children, and waa atte the masses 
itu lost tm mydday, and saide her matenia, with gret and meruailoua 
other aeruiae, and used the blessed lyf tbat any woman might. 
And hit happed that she deied, and oure lorde wolde abewe jo 
enaaumple how she was loat and dampned for one dedly synne ; 
for in att meimia sight her herielea began to smoke, and the 
erthe to brennc, and on night was gret torment berde on her 
pitte, of the whiche pepilt waa gretly amerueiled of what it n 
might l>e ; before thei suppoEed euer tbat abe was saued ouer aff 
other. And thedir come an holy man with the holy crosse, and 
coniured the sowle in the name of God to betl, and shew what 
atinke and what turmeiit tbat was and brenniage. Tlianne spake »8 
a uoys, and saide, " y am the poure aynner, y am dampaed in 
fyre, for God Bbewithe that my wreched body yeldithe amoke 
and turment in exsaumple ; beware by me, for whanne y waa 
it ihcdid yonge, for the luat of my fleashe, y Jaye with a monke ; & y 3' 
'FHroi durate neuer telt it to my co&feasuur, for drede of enouraiuge, 



s.i 
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dredinge shame and Ihe bol>aunce of the worlde, raore Ihanne 
apirituel ueiigeaunce of mya syuae. And yet y sende and gaue 
ray good for Ooddes eoke, herdo maaaee, and saide my seruice 
4 diligently, weuyng that the good and the ahstinenoe that y dede 
shulde haue clenaed the sjane that y durst not tell the preeat, 
and therein y am deseiued, and lost ; for y aaie you alJ, who 
that dothe a dedly synne and confessith hym not therof, * and ■ 
I 8 deietti so, he is dampued p«i-petuelly ; and therfor ye shulde 
tell the synne as foule as ye do it, and in the same manere;" 
and whanne she hadde saide, all that herde' her were abaiashed, 
for there was none that wende but she had he saued. And 



9 this exsaumple the good r 

nexst tale afore tolde her 

fihe shulde teH all her sy 

was sethe of holy lyfF, aui 

i6 the siluer plater. And so 



L that shroue the woman in the 
her shrifte, to that enteut that 
e, and so she shroae ' her and 
\o she had awaye the spottya of 
a she saued by her shrifte. And 
the beginnyng of her saluacion was the fast on the Friday and 
Saterday in worship of Cristea passion and the uirginite of oure 
lady, for the whiche she was fui'st saued from the perile of the 
ao weH, for there nye no good dede bnt it be quitte. Therfor it is it 
a blessed thinge to faste, for the mare harme it dothe the faster, an 
the more is the merit, and of gretter valour ; for and the fast lo 
greued not, hit were not merit. And yet forto ahewe an other "i 
fa4 exsaumple that fastinge is gret meiyt, the king of Nynbe and it 
his citees were saued, as it is wretiu in the Bible, fur God had iiu 
made manl oitees to sinke for the synne that thei delited hem 
inne. And bo God sent worde to the kinge and the citee hi 
liaS the profete lonas. But yef thei amende hem, the citee and the 
peple shulde be peryesbed. And thanne the peple were aferde, 
and forto apese the wrathe of God, alt tbei that were of age i» 
to fast fasted fourty dayes and nightes, aud knelyng on her kneys 
3j and elbowes in aygne of homibte. And whanne ' God sawe her • 
humblesse, he had mercy on bem,aud [they] were saued, and called 
out of pestelence by fastinge and humibte. And therfor, faire 
doughtres, fastinge is an abstinence of vertu, right couenable to 

' MS. " herda liarde." ' MS. " Br.Mie." 



swflge tho yre of God, and rofrniuitlie the fleaslie of ueH 11 8, 
and humblithe tlie herle, and impetret pard n and g a e of 
God ; and therfor yong women aught to faste and pe ally 
mayilenes and wedwes, as is aforesaid by diuerse es aumples the 4 
whiclie, and God before, ye shaB take liede of and kej hem 

CHAPTER X. 
How women Bhulde beliane hem ourtesly and mekely. 
leekiiKauid 1 ffter, doughtres, ye must be meke and curteys, for there nis 8 
Brent viriuea. -^^ none SO gret a vertu to gete the grace of God and the loue 
Qoodjydfl- of alt peple; for humilite and curtesie ouercomithe olt proude 
bring a hertys that he fefl, as a sparhyuke, he he neuer 90 ramageiis, ye 

8F*iT0"- may ouercome liym with goodly and curteys demening, ye may i a 
i«e to joiit make hym come from tlie tre to your honde. And yef ye fare 
rudely and be cruell with hym, he wili fle his way, and neuer 
come a.tte you. And sethe that curtesye and eoftenesso may 
ouercome a wilde hridde, that hathe no reaon, nodes it aught to 16 
Hum>iii> u refraioe felona proude herte of man and woman. And humilite 
at frieniiBhip. js tjie furst entre and wey of frenahip and wordely !oue, and that 
ouercomithe gret hertis, and Enagithe ire and wrathe of all 
peraoneB. Tlier was a lorde that y knew, that conquered the 20 
knightes and squiera by his curtesie and humilite to do hem 
[more] pkaaunoe in the tyme of hia werre, than other lordea 
• [Foi. 56. couthe gete with her gold" * and siluer or ani other yeftes. And 

also y haue know mani ladies and gentili women that haue gote »4 
hem moche loue of gret and smale for her curtetie and humilite. 
And therfor y rede you he cnrleys and hnmble to gret and amale, 
and to do curtesie and reuerence, and epeke to hem fuire, and to 
be meke in ausuere- to the pore, and thei wol praise you, and iS 
here furthe of you good worde and good fame more than wott 
Courten.v tn the grete that ye make curteaie to ; for to grete ye make curtesie 
iheir ri^i, of right, the whiche is dew to hem. But the curtesie that is made 
poor i. of to poure gentilmen, or to other of lasse degre, it coiiiithe of fre 3' 
' and gentili curteya and humble hert. And the araalt peple that 
the cuitesye and bumblesee is done to, holdith hem vvoi shipped 
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I theiby, Aud tbanne, ouer all there thei comitlie, thai praiaithe 

i And spekitlic good of hjm that dotlie hem reuerence and ourtesie. 

And of the pore that curtesie is done to, comithe gret loos and 

^ good name fro tyme to tyme, and getithe loue of the peple ; as 

it happed as y was not lange sethe with a coinpaiiie of knyhtea 

and ladies, a gret ladi dede of hei' hode and bowed her ayenat 

a taillour. \d I on f the In gbtiis saide, " Madame, ye haue 

8 done of your h de t a ta 11 u And she saide tJiat glie was 

L gladder that he b 1 do t of to hym thanne to a lords. And 

I thei att sa h mek a d wisdom, and helde her wyae, 

^^^^^ and the ku gl t 1 d that t Ide be of the talloiir. 



CHAPTER SI. 



L ffterwarde,!!) sayengyourepraiersattemaBae or in other place, ir 
■- be not like the " crane or the tortu; for thei are like the ai 
ane and the turtu that turnilba her bede aud fases bacward', i 
id lokitbe ouer the shuldre, and, euer steringe wiib the bede a 
iS like a TCESeS, bauithe youre lohe and holdithe your hede ferme tu 
a beet that is called a lymer ; the whiche lokithe euer hi 
»fore hym, withoute turning Ler hede liedir or thedir, but 
lokitbe euer forth right. And thei-for bethe ferme and lokitbe bi 
forthe right afore you plainly, and, yef ye luate to loke asyde, «* 
tnruithe youre body and uisage togedre, and so youre counte- " 
naunce thai be most fermi: and sure ; for thei that lokitbe faak, 
and ai' ofte steiing with tiie hede, ar cifte scorned & mocked. 
Doughlres, y wolde ye hadd* herde and withbolde with you 
ensaumple upon this mate re. 



CHAPTER Xri. 

Of the kinggea doughters of Denmark, the whiohe 

y win tetl you. 

■■I *Her ben ,iiij. knigbtes that marietb bein for worebipe, with- of iiu 

■'^ oute couetysof loud" or good,a8 foito wedde hinges dough I res, wngo 

woman of noble biithe, and of good name, ferme behauing, 
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welt manered and coiidicioiied, and her wiffes must be seiie that 
tbei haue that women aught to haue, and they lie Ijltly to bere 
children. Theae .iiij. kiiightia is the king of Frauiice, the king 
of Inglond', the Iting of Spaiuc, and the king of Hungry, that iB 4 
of right marechatt of criatendom in the werrea oyenat the hethen. 
And so it happed that the king of Inglond" was to wedde, and he 
herde that the king of Denmark had ,iij, faire doughtres welt 
borS, and because the king and the queue of Den*inarke were 8 
of notable worahippe and of good lyfT, the kiuge of Inglonde aent 
oner into Denmark aei-taine knightes and ladies, of the most 
sul&ciaunt of his reaome, forto see whicbe was most couenable 
for hym of the saide doughtres. And whanue the king and the 13 
quene of Denmark eawe the embas si tours, thei made hem gret 
chere .iiij. dayes afore that thei jede about to obese whicbe of the 
doughtres thei wolde haue. And so the doughtera were arraied 

"• and had forthe to be chose. And there a wise knight and B iS 

'- lady amonge the embassitours, that eette wel her eye and bert to 
see the countenaunce and the manerc of hem, notwilAstondiuge 

" that the eldest was fairest, she helde not her astate and port 
senre, for she loked smal and wynked ofte, & spake afore she ao 
understode what was saide of her, and euer loked ouer the 
abuldi-e, and euer beting her eyelyddes togedre. The secoande 
doughter hadd* meruailous moche langage, she understode what 

.^ was saide to her; and the yonggest doughter was not fairest, 24 
but she was most loueliche and goodly in her behauing counte- 
naunce, and mauere moat aeure and ferme, and spake demurly 
and liteK.witb mekelDke,aud more ferme thanneani of thai other 
.ij. And so the embassitout's toke her couusaile aud auys to go 1% 
againe as to the king of Inglond', and to tett hyra as thei hadd* 
founde bi the saide doughtres. And thanue he toke whicbe hym 
lust. And thei come to the king and the queue of Denmark, 
and thanked hym of the worsbippe that thei hadd" done hym, 31 
saieng that thei wolde report to her king like as thei thought hi 
the doughtres, * and thaune the kicge shulde do as hym lust. 
And thanne the king of Denmark gaue hem gret yeftes, and thei 
took her leue and yode into Inglond; and reported as thei badJ' 36 
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founde bl the doucrhtres of beauute, manere, coaDtenaunce, and retumed lo 
behauing. And so tber was nioche Hpecbe wbiche he ehulde Bngimd 
take, mani folke Bueteniage to take tbe elder or tfae secounde, 

4 for hit was more worship to take the eldest thanne the yongest. 
And wliacne tbe kingges couuaaile bad debated ynougb, The 
king was wise of naturett witte, and epake last and saide, "myii 
aunsettera nener maried for couetise, hut forto baiie worsbipe, 

8 goodriesae, and pleaaunce, but y witt take none for fairenesse nor 
pleaaunce, But y witt haue her tliat is of demure manere, ferme wboihoi«iiie 
in eatat and countenaunce, and of goodly behauing. For there ia ^^^Sj" *" 
no beauute nor uobelneaae that is pere to good mancres, techetb i™""""- 

t and ferme in behauing and countenaunce ; and there nia not in 
this worlcf gretter richeese thanne to haue a wjff ferme in her 
estate, behauing, and of good mancrB." And therfor tbe king 
aaide, " y chese the yougest of the aij. doughtera, for y nlB none 

6 other." And so he aent for her to be his wiff, of the wbiche tbe 
eldest and the secound' had gret meruaile and desdeyn. And 
therfor she that waa moat seure and stedfnst in her manere and 
behauing, she was quene of Inglond", and the eldest auster for her 

o high and vnferme loking forsaken, and the secound" susUr for 
she wolde speke to moche and clatre there it nedithe not. And 
therfor, good dough tres, takithe ensaumple'of theae.iij.dougbtreB *[PoI- ^ 
of the kjnges of Denroarke, and that ye haue not youre ye toThmforei 

4beBy in lokinge, and that ye turne not youre hede hedirward''™™^'" 
and thedirward", withoute ye turne tbe body with, and hauithe "^°y "•"* 
ferme chere. And y praie you haue not mani wordea, for who 
BO uaithe to apeke moche, he saithe not euer trouthe ; and ther 

8 for ansueritb atte leyser, and understonde what is saide to you 
or ye ansuere. And yef ye make a litett rest in youre anaaere, 
ye shaft ansuere tbe beter and the moi'e wisely and suerly, for 
there is an olde prouerbe that saithe, "asmoche is he wortfie Heiimi 

,1 that huntithe and takithe not aa he that herithe and vnder- uketii hm 
stondith not," Yet, doughtrea, witt y tett you an exsaumple h^nOi an 
on this matere. •"> "•"• 



•; 



CHAPTER XTII. 
I I It happed my frendes spake to me to be marled into a noble 
place, and my fader brought me to see her that y ahulde 
haae, and there we hadiT gret chere, & my fader sett* me in 
langage witii her, that y shulde haue knoulech of her apeche and 4 
langnge, and so we fett in wordea of priEOnera, and y saide, 
"dameaelt, it were beter to fatt to be youre prisoner thanne to 

!* mani other, for y trow youre prison shuld not be ao hanle to me 
as it ahulde be and y were take with Englisahe men." And ahe 8 
ansuered, "y haue sale eum not long sethe that y wolda were 
my priaoner." And y asked her yef ahe wolde pntte hym in euett 
priaon ; and ahe aaide, nay, she wolde kepe hym as she wolde 
her owne body ; and y saide he waa happi that might come into la 
so noble a priaon. What shaH y aaie 1 ahe loued me ynongh, 
and hadd'a ^quickc yee, and a light, and ther was man! wordes. 
And 80 atte the laate ahe waxe right familier with me, for ahe 
praied me .ij. or .iij, tymes that y shulde not abide longe, bat that i6 
y shidde come and aee her how euer it were; of the whiche y 
had meruaile, Being that y waa nener aqueinted with her, nor 
liadd' apoken, nor see ber afore that tyme; and she knew wett 
that folke were aboute to marie ua togedre. Whan we were lo 
parted, my fader asked me, " how likitlie you 1 tett me youre 

r avya ; " and y Eaide, ahe was bothe good and faire, but she ahulde 

I be to me no nere than she was. And y toide my fader how me 
liked, and of her estate and langage ; and ao y eaide y wolde not 14 
of her, for she was so pert and eo light of maners that caused me 
to be diacoraged from her, of the whiche y haue thanked God 
sethe diuerse tymes. For in sothe it waa not half a yeere after 
that she waa blamed ; but y note whedir it was fuls or true. 18 
And after ahe deied. And therfor, doughtres, alt gentilwomen 
and nobiti maydenea comen of good kyn ought to be goodli, 
nieke, wela tached, ferme in estate, behauing, and maners, litett 
softs and esy in speche, And in ansuere curteja & gentilt, and not 3» 

' light in lokinge. For mani hane lost her maridge bi to mocTi 
diaconcring hem selff, and to haue mani wordes ; and by to gret 
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BemblauntiB making;, of tie wbiche diuerso tymea is trowed in loo light 
hem that thei neuer thought ne dede. I wolde ye wyft how loi m»nj 
Amesse, the kingges dougiiter of Ara[gon], lost the king of 
I 4 5payne to he her hasbontF thorugh her foly. 



I 

I 



CHAPTER XIV. 

TTTt is conteined in the geatis of * Spaine, how the king of 

Aragon had .ij. dougliters, and the king of Sparne wolde 

hflue had tliat one. And forto finde waye how he might chese 

tl whiche hyra liked heat of hem, he disgieed bym as a sernaunt, 
and yede into Aragou with liia embassitours, the whiohe were a 
biaehoppe and two harouns, and hit iiedith not to tetl the chere 
that the king of Aragone made hem. And the kingee doughtera 

la dijt and made hem redy in her best wiae; And in apeciatt the 
eldest donghter, that thought tliei come for ber. Ajid the era- 
baSBitourE were .iij. dayea theiinne to aee the maners and the 
countenassea of hem. And in the raornyng whan thei ealued 

16 the eldeat doughter, alie anauered hem no thinge but hituzat 
her tethe ; and she waa fera, of gi'et port and hcit, hut ber 
Buster was humble, and full of curteaie, and aalued bumhjy hofhe 
gret and amnH. Afterwanf these two austerea plaide atte tlie 
tables with .ij. kaightes, but the eldeat chidde with the knight 
that plaicd with her, and gaue bym augri, baati, and hole 
Inngage. But her suster, that had lost atte the plaie aa welt as 
a no seniblaunt of ber losae, nor saide not, but made as 

14 good chere as ahe hadd' wonne. And the king of Bpaine drow 
hjm asyde, and called to hym hia embaaaitours, and aaide hem, 
" ye wofe wett the kiug of Rpaiiie and of Fraunce shulde r.ot 
wedde hem for couetiae, hut nohly, to a woman weH born, of 
good manera and condiciona, and JikJy to come to good and 
worahipe, and likly to liiiug forihe fruit. And y baue aein tbeae 
*.ij. donghters, her giae and manera, and me thinkithe that 
the yongest is moat curteya and humble, and is not ao high 1 
berted as that other, and tberfor y cheae her." And this meyui 
anauered bym, the eldest ia faireat. And be ansnered that " no 
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worldely plesauuoe and worahipe may not apparage to goodnesse, 
and in especiaR to humilit*. And for y haue sayne the yongest 
most humble aud most curteys, y wiH haue her.'' And thua he 
chace her. And thanne the biaahoppe & the baronea of Spaine 4 
come to the kinge of Aragon, and asked for her lorde the 
yongeet doughler ; of the whiche the kinge and att hia men 
helde gret meniaile, that he toke not the eldest, that was faireat. 
But thus hit happed that the yongeat was queue of Spaine, for she S 
waa humble, and faire, and softe of apech to amal and grete, 
and for het curteaie and humilite she waa choaen; of the whiche 
' the eldeBt auater had gret apite aud disdayu, and was almost 
oute of her aelf for anger. Aud therfor here is good eiiaaumple ' ' 
that by humilite men growithe in loue of the worliT; for there nia 
no thinge bo plesaunt as forto be bumble and cui-teya and to 
amale, faire, pore, and riche, And make chere of no wynning nor 
loese. For a gentitt woman ahuld' haue no wrathe in hem, for 16 
thei aught to haue gentitl herte, and faire and aofte in ausuere, 
and to he bumble, as Qod eaithe in the gospett ; for he that is 
most wise and riche, the more humble he aught to be. For he 
that hombelith hym moat, la more highed ** with God, aa dede '<> 
thia yongest doughter of Ar^on, that for her curteaye and 
lowlinease conquered to be quene of Spaine, and toke it awey 
from the eldest suster, of the whiche she had gret dispite. Faire 
doughters, kepe you that ye take no striff with no comberoua folke, H 
nor fides that are brayne sik, for it is giet perile; of the whiche y 
woB tett you aa exsaumple that betidde iu a caateU that diuerse 
ladiez won«d in. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
a a gentitt knightes doughter that wratthed' atte the a8 
i gentitt man that waa riotous and comberoua 
and hadd* an euett hede ; aud the debate was on a point that he 
plaied, that she aaide it waa wronge ; and so the wordes and the 
debate rose so, that she aaide that he waa a lewde fole, And 31 
thanne lost the game in chiding. And y aaiile to the gcutiR 
woman, "anger you not in no manor wiae of that that he saithe, 
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for yo know wel that he ib of high wordea and fuH of foly i-i 
anBuerea, wherfor y praie you for youre worehip that ye take no 
debate with hym/' And y tolde lier lyk aa y wolde liaue saido 

4 to my Blister her [1 or] doughter, but she wolde not do aft#r me, 
but chidde faster with the aquier, more thanne afore, and eaide 
that he was not ; with mani other wordea ; A he ansuei-ed " y 
am befer man that ye ar woman." And she saide he lyed ; and 
I 8 the wordes rose aoo titi he saide, yef she were wise and good, she an 
wolde not come in mennis chaumhrea bi night derkelyng with- '^ 
OQte candett, nor to cott and kisae men in her beddis aJone, 'as '1 
ahe dede. And she wende weH bane venged her, and aaide he 

i lied ; and he saide he did not, And that auche and suche had 
aaine her do hit. And so ther waa mani that herde and wist 
yt, that knew it not. And aum saide it haddbe beter for her to 
holde her pees, and haue aaide no worde, and that she had bete 
^I6 her selfF with her owne atafTe ; that is to saie, by her tonge and 
her Bpeche. And, after these wordea, she wepte and saide he had 
sclaundred her, and that it shuld* not abide unponisshed ; and 
she assailed hym agayn, and cried and chidde with hym afore alt 
ao the peple, tiH he spake yet fouler and worse wordea, and more iiii 
shamfuH by her, that neaer might fall from her for no ahakinge be 
that euer ahe coulde aliake, and thus she shamed her aelff with 
her gret herte, and wordes. And tlierfor here is a good enaaumple 
34 how no woman ought to chide nor to etriue with a fole that she Ni 
Bupposith haue a nialioioua hert, but she sliulde rather eachewe wi 
his conipanje. And whanne thei win apeke highly, lete hem be, 
and go from hem, and apeke not to hem. And saie, " frendes, y 

8 see ye wyll apeke riotesly and oute of the waye, and therfor y 
wiH Icne you the felde, and go my way." Ab a knight dede to 
a ladi that y knew, that had an euelt hede and ennyoase, ft aaide bu 
mani euett wordes to the knight afore alt folk, and he saide, 

a " bdi, hit likithe you to saie here bi me mani jnerueylouB wordea, 

and, yef y herkyn you, y do you no wrong ; y see ye be wrothe, 

of the whiche y am sori." & not for that yet ahe wolde not 

holde 'her pees, he writhed a litett wipae of strawe, and aette it *l 

Vgfi afore her, and saide, "ladi, yef that ye will chide more, chide with 
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that alraw, for y leue jou here in my stede." And ho yede hia 
wHye & leftc her, mid it wag LoJile wcH (lone of the kuigbt ; 
and thanDe she was w[i']other tlianne afore, wlionce she fonde no 
body to chide with. And eo shulde it he doue to striucrs and to 4 
cliidei'B, for follio shnlde not stnae wllh TaleG ; aud thei that 
haue Bu eueU hede aud wolifciiide, foUie aught to e 
as the kuight dcde the lady, as ye haue hei'd'. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

I wcffl teH you an ensaumple'of a woman that ete the 8 
good morseU in the absence of her husbonde, 

L rpKer was a woman that had a pic in a cage, that Epake aud 
wolde tell talys that she saw do. And so it happed tbat 
lier husbonde made kepe a gret ela in a litett ponde in his gai-din, 1 1 
to that enteut to yeue it sum of his frendes tliat wolde come to 
see hym ; but the wyff, whanne her hasbomT was oute, saide to 
her maide, "late BS ete the gret ele, and y wilt saie to myhuBbond" 
that the otour hatlie eten hyni ; " and so it was done. Aad whan 16 
the good man was come, the pye began to tett hym how her 
maistresse had eten the ele. And he yode to the ponde, and 
fonde 'not the elc. And he asked his wiff wher the ele was be- 
come. And she wende to haue excused her, but he saide her, ao 
"excuse you not, for y wote weH ye haue eten yt, for the pye 
Lathe told" me." And so ther was grtt noyae betweiie the man and 
hys wiff for etiuge of the ele. But whanne the good man was 
gone, the maistresse and the maide come* to the pie, and plucked 14 
of all the fedres on the pyts hede, eaieng, " thou bast discoueved 
us of the ele;" aud thus was the pore pye plucked. But euer after, 
whanne the pie sawe a balled or a pilled man, or a woman with 
an high forhede, the pie saide to hem, " ye spake of the ele." iS 
And therfor here is an ensaumple that no woman shnlde ete no 
lycorous morcelles in the absens and withoute weting of her 
husbonj, but yef it so were that it be with folk of worshippe, to 
made hem chere ; for this woman was afterward" mocked for the 31 
pye and the ele. 
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CHAPTER XVU. 
ensaumple that it Ib an euett thiuge 
to be in ielousie. 



a squier, i 



rpHer was a geDfitt woman that v, 
^ -*■ she loued hjm so moche that she » 



a wed did to a 
i& ielouB oner aH women » 
that he spake with ; for the whiche he blamed ofte her, but 
it was neuer the beter. And amonge other she was geloua 
of a woman that hadd a gret and an high herte ; And so on a 

5 tyme she reproued that woman with her huahonde.and she Eaide si 
she saide not true, and the wiff saide the lied. And they ranne ri 
togedres and pulled of att that euer waa on her hedes, and 
plucked eohe other bt the here of the hede right euell. And 

|iia she that was accused, caught & staffs, and smote the wiff on the 
nose Buche a stroke that she brake her nose, aad that al her lyff nr 
after she hadd' her nose al croked, the whiche waa a foule mayme 
and blemesshing of her uisage ; for it is the fairest membre that 

6 man or woman hat he, and sittithe in the *midditt of the uisage. "i 
And ao waa the wiff fouled and uiaymed att her Ijff, and her 
busbonde saide ofte to her, that it hadde be beter that she Lad 
not be ielous, thanne forto haue undone her uisage as she haddl 

o And also for that deioulyug of her uigage her hnsbonde might by 
neuer finde in his herte to loue lier hertly as he dede before, and m 
he toke other women, and thus she lost his loue thorug'i her 
ieloaie and foly. And therfor here [is] a good ensaumple to att 
34 good women, that thei aught to leue att auch fautasyes, and suffre 
and endure pacientlyherangeT,yef thei haue ani; aadedeanaunte 
of myn, the whicbe totde me diuerse tymes of that she had m 
suffered. She was a ladi of Fraunce, that might spende more "i, 

8 thanne fyue hundred pounde bl yeere, and helde a noble estate, 
and she had a knight to lier hushond* that was memeilously 
lecherous, the whiche had eueri day in his hous one or two 
women besides the lady his wiff. And ofte tyme he rose from 

> her to go lyge with his leude women, and alt wey, whanne be 
cotne agein from hem to bedde, he fonde euer the candeH light, 
and water to wasahe hia hondes, and he saide he come from the 
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s prino. And tLanue snide the ladi, " eomocLe liaue ye the more 
nede to waaabe jou;" and she Baide neuer no thing eliys to 

J' hjm, but yef it were atte sum tyme whanne thei were meri and 
alltme, she wolde saie, " syr, y know att youre doinge by suche 4 
women and BUohe, but Bethe it ya youre lust, and that y may 
setto no remedie theroi), y wiR make you nor them neuer the 
worse cliere ; For y were a fole to slee my selff for youre sportea, 
*But y praie you, sethe it is wett, that ye make me neuer the 8 
worse chere, and that y leee not youre loue, nor that ye make 
me not the worse semblouut, and of the remenaunt y reports me 
to you, y wofl Buffre it," And bo with ber goodly wordes he 
repented hym, and waB conueried iu goodnesse atte the laate, 11 
and he dede nomore eueH ; And thus with fairenesse she ouer- 

r come hym. And bi this enaaumple it may be sene that a 
womaa may chastise her huehonde, and make hym do wett, with 
I'ftirneBae ratber thnnne wit& rudenesse. For there is maui men i( 
that hauo euett liertys, and thei be fuule spoken to, wiH do the 
worse, not withstondinge the husbond aught [not] to loue his wiff 
tlie wora thou she be ieJouB ouer hym. For the wise man saithe 

i> that ielosye is a gret enaaumple of luue, for he that louith me ic 
not, rechitbe neuer whedir y do welt or euell ; bat my frende ia 
gori whanne y do euett, and therfor ielosie is neuer withoute gret 
loue. liut there la .ij. diuerse ielosyea, whiche that one ys worse 
thanne that other. For tliere is one' withoute reson, as a man 3. 
to he ieloua withoute cause, and iu suche wise as to shame hym 
eeltf and his wiff; but that other ys of a woman that ia aferde 
lest an other ehulde haue the herte of her husbonde, that she 
augh[t]to haue her eelff, after the law of God and the chirche. a) 
But the wiaefit aught to be ieate ielous, and restreine and take lest 

St bede, for that ia gret wisdom who may do it ; but yef the 

. busbonde perceinithe of the wiff aum leude taehes in her gouern- 
.aunce or behauing, that he aught to be ielous. *For he must 3: 
take her and speke therof priueli betwene hem two, that no man 
wete it, for drede of eclaunder and wratthinge of ber, and aauiog 
her the gret loue, " that ye loue me weH, neuer let youre hert 
■ MS." none." 
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turne to loue uone other but me, and therof y am Buore and 
ivitb the grace of God, ye wiJt kepe youre worship and myn." 
And with suche goodly worJes ye aught to entrete youre wiff to Amoniiioi 
4 bring her oute of her IcudeneBse ; for yef a man rebuke her, and "ift "i"> 

Booaly WOT 

fare foule with Ler, it wili make her do and theuke the worse, as 
it were to puttc fere in flexe ; for diuerae women he more fera in 
her euelt dedes thanne in goodnesse. And therfor it is gret drede 
I 8 to fare foule with hem iu suche materos. And though a woman 
haue a litett debate nnd nojBe for ielousie with her huBbond", 
Bhe aught not to lone hym the worse ; for alie aught to thiiike nnd a won 
that he dotlie it for the feruent loue that he hathe to her, and in™ '•" 
a for ferde that ani other ehulde haue the lone of her aauf he hym le'sforaiii 
Belff, and that yef ao be that an other man might haue her loue, 
he ahal neuer haue her loue he ahal neiier haue it after, and that 
the ioye of her moriage is done, and her houeholde lost. 



CHAPTER XVin. 

I j6 And therfor here is a good ensaumple to amesure in this matere 
bothe herte and thought. Also, a woman aught not to striae ni 
with her huahonde, nor yeue hym do displesaunoe ' [nor] auauere hii 
her husbonde afore straungers, as dede ouis a woman that dede 
o anauere her husbonde afore straungeres like a rampe, with gret 
ueloiiis wordea, dispraising hym and eettiug hym atte not ; of the 
whiche he was ofto ashamed, and bade her holde her peea for for 
ehame, but *the more faire he spake, the worse [s]he dede. And ^^^ 
r 14 he, that was angri of her gouernaunoe, araote her with his fiste e 
downe to the erthe; And thanne with hys fote he stroke her in '^ 
the uisage and brake her nose, and b& her \y3 after she had her '^^ 
nose oroked, the whiohe shent and dyaflgured her uisage after, ^ 
aS that she might not for ahame ahewe her uisage, it was ao foule 
hlemisshed. And this she had for her eueH and gret langoge, 
that she was wont to sale to her hushonde. And therfor the wiff 
aught to Buffie and lele the husbonde baue the wordes, and to 
> be maister, for that is her woi'shippe; for It is shame to here 
' MS. "diEpleiaunW 
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atriff lietwene hem, and in especial before folke. But y eaie not 
but whanne thei be alloue, but ahe may tett bjm with goodly 
' wordes, and counsaile hyni to amende yef he do amys. And yef 
'■ he canne ani good, thonne he wiH cunne her moche thanke, and 4 
saie ehe dothe aa she aught to do. And thus ehulde a good 
woman io ; ae dede Heater tbe quene ot Sary, the whiohe bad a 
king to her hnsbonde, that was bote and haeti, but whaune he 
waa angri she wolde saie no wordes tilt ha was oppeaed. And 8 
whanne the hete was passed, she might rule hyra aa her luat. And 
tbia waa gret witto of that ladi, and so shulde att women do. 
And aR women that ben gret herted and misanaueringe her 
husboudeSj that wolde not do her husbondes coraaundemeut, be t' 
not of the obeiaaunce that a mercbauntez wiff was of, of the 
whiche y will tett you an exaumple and a tale. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

»- TTIt happed onis there were .iij. marchauntes that yede hom- 
M. -'-'- warde from a faiere, and *as thei fett in talkinge, ridyng on i5 

the waye, one of hem saide, " it is a noble thioge a man to hane 
most a good wiff that obeiethe and dothe his biddinge atte aH tymea." 
" Be my trouthe " saide that other " my wiif obeiethe mo truly." 
'' Be God," saide that other " y trowe myn obeieth beat to her ao 
husbonde." Thanne he that begaune furst to spelie saide, "lete 
leye a wager of a dener, and whoa wiff that obeiethe worst, 
lete ber husbonde paie for tbe dener ; " aad thus the wager was 
leyde. And thei ordeined amcngea hem how thei shulde saie 14 
her wyfes, for thei ordeined that eueri man shulde bidde his wyff 
lepe into a basin that thei shulde sette afore her, and they were 
Buoren that none shulde late his wiff haue weting of her wager, 
saue only thei ahulde saye, " lohitlie, wiff, that y comaunde be »8 
tali done." How euer it be, after one of hem bade bia wiff lepe into 
^^j^ the basin that he had sette afore her en the grounde, and slic 
auBuered and axed wherto, and he saide, "for it is mynluBle,aQd y 
witt je do it," "IleGod,"qKod'Bhe, "y wiB furst wetewherto ye 



i 



wis baue toe lef^e into the basin.'' Aud for no tbluge ber liufiboniT 



coude ilo she wolde not do it. So he 

aiid gaue Ler .ij. or .iij. grct EtrokeHj 

4 Eecovnde marchauntys hous, and he 

he bade do it shulde be do. but it w 



' busbonde up with his fnet, i 
aud thanite ;fede ihei to the ' 



ided that what e 






B after but he'?^""""" 



bade his viS lepe into the basio that was afore her on the flore, "' 
and she asked wherto, and she aaide she wolde not fur hym. 
a And tbaune he take a stafTe, and al tobete her ; and tliaiiLe tbei 'o 
^^^ yode to the *thridde marchauntea houB, and there tbei fonde the »" 
^^^L mete on the horde, and he rowned in one of hie felawes heree, c 
^^^H and (aide, "after clyner y wilt assaie my wiff, and bidde htr lepe 
^^^Hii into the basin." And so thei eettc hem to her dyner. And 
^^^H -whan tliei were sette, the good man saide to hia wiff, " whateuer 
^^^^1 y bidde, loke it be done, how ener it be." And Bhe that loned 
^^^^H bym, aud dredde hym, herde what he eaide, and toke hede to that 
^^^H( worde ; but etie wost not what he ment, bnt it happed that tbei -n 
^^^^K bad atfe her dyner rero eggis, and there lacked salt on the horde, » 
^^^^H and the good man eaide, " wiff, sele sns table ; " and the wifT 
^^^^H tinderBtodc that her bubbonde had saide, " Beyle sua tabic," the 
^^^^D whicbe ie in Frenshe "lepe on the borde." And she, that was 
B aferde to disobeie, lepte upon the borde, and tlirew down mete, m 

I and drinbo, and brake the Terres, and spilt atl that there was on iiii 

f the borde. " What," saide the good man, "thanne caone ye none ^" 

24 other plaie, wi£f 1 " "Be ye wode, eir," she suide, "y haue do 
youre biddinge, as ye bade me to my power, uotwithBtondinge 
it is yonre harme and myn ; but y had leuer ye had harme and 
y bothe, thanne y disobeied youre biddinge. For ye eaide 'seyle 
a8 SUB table.' " " Nay," quod' he, " y aaide, sele sua table, ihct is to 

IBaie, salt on the borde." " Bi my trouthe," she Baide, " y under- 
etode that ye hade me lepe on the boide," and there was moche 
mirthe and laughiuge. Aud the other two marchauntes saide it ^j 
3j was no nede to bidde her lepe into the basin, for she obeied ti 
ynongh; wber thoingri tbei coiisenled that ber hushond had 
wonne the wager, and thei had lost bothe. And after Bhe was ' 
, gretly preised 'for her obeiaaunce to her busbonde, and she was 
I'Dot bete as were tbat other .ij. wyues that wolde not do her 
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huebondes comauTidement. And thus pore men conne chaste 
her wyuee with fere and strijies, but a gentiH woman ahulde 
chastise her selff witTi fairenetsc, for other wise thei shulde not 
onun.UiBbe taught. And a gentitt woman, the fairer that she is ferde 4 
'*V'* W'tl'i the more ferdfutt she shulde be to displese or to disobeye _ 
iLdiw- jjgj. linglionde; for the good doutithe and louithe her hosbondes, 
as dcde the thridde marchauntes wiff, that for fei-e to disobejo 
her husboude leped on the borde. ^ so aught eueri good S 
woman do the comaundement of her hiisbonde, be it euel or weH, 
for yef he bidde her thing that she aught not to do, it is his shame. 
Now haue y freted of the oheysaunce of the drede that a, woman 
aught to haue to her husboude; and how she shulde not u 
RDBuere hym ouerthwartly atte euery worde, for it is gret shame 
for her ; and also what perile it is to ansuere to eueri worde, as 
dede the kuighies doughter, that spake to the leude squier, the 
whiohe thorugh her wordea undede her good name and her t6 
worshippe. But there he inani folke that are so hasti and high 
berted, that for her bastincase saithe alt that thei knowe that 
comithe to her mouthe ; and therfor it is gret perile to beginne 
to chide with suche folke, for who doutithe it, he puttithe his ao 
worshippe in iupardye and ouenture. For many folke wilt saie 
more thanne they know, to venge hem selfi*, thow that they saie 



CHAPTEE ZX. 

X win tett you of a lad; that gaue the flesshe and the 14 
goode morselles of mete to the liteQ doggea. 

rilHer was a lady that had two liteH doggis, and she loued 
hem so that ahe toke gret plesaunce in the sight and fediiig 
of hem. And she made euery day dresse and make for hem j8 
diashes with aoppea of mylke, and after gaue hem flesshe. But 
there was ones a frere that aaide to her that it was not wel 
done that the dogges were fedde and made so fatte, and the 
pore pepiB so lene and faraiaahed for hunger. And so the lady, 3» 
for his saieng, was wrothe with hym, but she wolde not amende 
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it. And after she happed she deied, and there feH a wonder m 
meruaitous sight, for there was seyu euer on her bedde .ij. litett bii 
blake doggea, and in her deyeng thei were about her mouthe *" 

4 and liked it, and whanue she was dede, there the dogges had 
Ifked it was al blacke aa cole, aa a gentilt woman tolde me 
that sawe it, and named me the lady. And therfor here ia a «i 
good ensaumple that ladyes nor gentilt women ahulde not haue :i> 

8 her pleaaunce in auohe heatys, nor yeue hem that the pore '" 
pepiH might he Busteyned with that dejeu for hunger, the 
which be Ooddes creatouccs and seruauntia made to hia lyknesae. 
And the women that dothe bo, haue liteH underatonde the wordea 

■i of the gospett, there God saithe, " who dothe good to the pore 

I in myn name, he dothe it to myu selff." These that done boo 

r was not lyche the queue Blaunche, aeiut Lowea moder ; For she 
alwey made take the mete afore her, and yeue it to the moat 

6 nedy. And so dede seint Lowya, her sone, after her, * for he ' 
uisited the pore and fedde hem with hia hondes. The plesaunce ti 
of all goode women aught to be to uiaite and fede the pore ^ 
and faderlea children, aad to nor^he and clothe yong litell chil- 

Ki dreu, aa dede an lioly woman that waa countesae of Mana, that 
norshed euer xxs'i faderlea children, and aaide tliat waa her 
Bporte ; and therfor she wae loued of God, and had good lyff and 
ende, and atte her detho waa aaine a gi'ete clercte ^- light 

r4 and full of amatt cliildren, Innocentea, about her; and that sight 
was not tiie litelt Llacke doggea that was Bayn atte the dethe 
of that otber ladi that ye henle of afore. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Now the knight saide unto his doughtres that thei 
^ shulde not beginne furst to take new gises of raye- 



T^Aire doughtrea, y praie you that ye be not the furst to take i 

new ahappee and gisea of array of women of sirauuge '» 

,3 coiitrey, as y wiB teR you there was a debate betwene a »' 
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baroncsse, that duelled in Ouyen, and an other lords that waE 
^ a wise knight and 8 maliciawa. For the baronesEe eaide unto 
hym, " cousin, y come out of Eretaine, and there y haue seiie 
my coein youre wiff, but she nis not arrayed iilte as ladies 4 
of this contrey of Ouyene be, nor of diueise other plasez here 
aboute, for her bodes, tayllea, and sleuea be not furred ynowgli 
after the shap« that rennithe now. ' And the knight anauered, 
" sethe she nys not arrayed on youre gise, and that ye tbenke 8 
her array and her furie to litett, and that ye blame me for it, 
forsothe ye ahaR haue noraore caufe to blame me, For y w'R 
. make arraye her as * nobly as ani of you att, and ae quelntly; 
for ye haue but half youre hodea 4" cotes furred with ermyn la 
or raeneuer, and y wol do beter to her, for y woR furre her 
gowne, coleres, sleues, and cotes, the here outwarde; thus she 
u ahatt be bet er purfiled and farred thanne other ladies and gentitt 
1 women. And aiippoae ye not that y wilt see that she be arraied 16 
after the stute of the good women and worsbipfult of Fraunce, 
nor of them of this cuntre, that hath not take the state of 
the unthrifti women that bene eue9 women of her body and 
T chambrerea to Englisahe men and other men of weiTe that *° 
I" dueilen with hem as her lemniannys, for thei were the furst 
that brought up this aatate tbat ye use of gret purfiles and 
slitte cotes, for y haue of that tyme and y aawe it. And to 
take arraie that aucTi women hringithe up furst, y holde H 
hym that doth it but febly conseled. And as to ray wiff, she 
ehal not; hut the princeaaea and ladyea of Inglond* haue taken 
up the saide atat and giae, and they may wett Iiolde it yef 
d hem luate. But y haue herde aoio that ladies and gentiJt a8 
oen ahulde aoncer take the giae after good women thanne 
after euelt, and not take the euett saohe noueltees." And so 
these wordes weren saide betwene the baronesae and the knight 
toffire aH the peple, and the baronnease helde her pees for shame, 3» 
for she woat not what to aaic nor to ansuere ; and so ther was 
mani that aaide it haddc be beter for her to haue holde her 
pees. And therfor, dnugbtres, ye may see by ihia ensanmple, 
is good to holde the mene aatate of the good women, and 36 
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of *tli[e] coinnne astate of the rewme, that Ib 1o aaie the state of • 
the moat partie that goofi women usithe, and id eKpeoiaH aucTi mt 
astate as thei that verith it may meiDtaine. Forto take array 
of Btraunge contrey hatha rot be used, and leue that of his 
owne, that causithe mani to be mocked and ecorned, as ye may 
Bee bi this knight that epake thus to hia lady. And wetithe 
who BO takithe furst a nouelte of array on hym, thei ben moche 
spoken of, but now a dayes and a woman here of a newe gette, 
she witt neuer be in pees tilt she haue the same. And the 
wiues saien to her liuabondea euery day, " sir, auche a wyff and ""■ 
snche hatha euclle goodly arraye that hesemithe her wett, and "" 
y praie you y may haue of the same ; " and ycf her hushonde aaie, "° 
" wi£F, yef auche haue snehe arraie, auche that are wiser thanne 
thei haue it not," she wil saie, " no force it is, for thei conne 
not were it, and yef y haue it ye shal see how welt it will 
become me, for y can were it." And tliua with her wordea her 
hasbonde must iiedis ordeine her that she dceirithe, other he 
shall neuer haue pees with her, for thei wol finde ao mani 
i-eaones that thei wiR not be werned. But the women that dothe 
and saithe thus, be not most wisest nor caone not best her good, 
but thei haue more her herte to the plesaunce of the worlde 
thanne to her husboudea profit. And there is a maner now s^i 
amonge seniyng women of lowe aatate, the whiche ia cnmen, '" 
for thei furre her colors, that hangin doune into the middil of™ 
the backe, and thei furre her heles, the whiche is doubed with 
filth, and it ia sengitt about her hrest ; the whiche arraie y wii 
praise 'not in winter nor somer, for hem were beter take the ■ 
furre that hanggithe about her helis in the winter and sette it bd 
about her stomakea, for that had more nede of hete thanne 
her helya, and ia somer it were beter awey, for flies hidethe nn 
hem therinne ; and therfor y praiae not the arraye nor that «i" 
nouelte in a pore man, but y saie it uot he women that may 
susteino and meiDtayne it atte her lust ; for y caste me not to 
Bpeke nor to medilt me of no thinge of her astate nor arraie 
that aught to displese hem, for it longithe not to me but to 
S worshippe and to obeye hem to my power. Nor y understonde 
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I not to apeke in this boke to none other women but to myn 
* propre doughtrea and seruauntis of myn howae, and foiio shew 
hem how what is my luste and plesaunce tliat thai do. 
Doughtres, it is a gret perile to take stryff wth folke that beu 4 
wise, or to dispraise the raaners of hem. For gkdly folke haue 
but litett worship* that telUthe or repreuithe ani suche folke 
of thoii'e condicioncB. 



Iidyioiaa 



CHAPTER XXII. 

happed that there were atte a feeat diuerse lordes & 8 



A Sit 

■^^ ladies, amonge tlie whiche 



might that was a man 
wise of wordea and goodly behauing among ladies and gentitt 
women ; and so tber was a ladi saide to hym, afore aH folke, 
ihubevBa "sir, ye are moche holde to youre God that bathe made yon ii 
bni bad an BO faire and so goodly a knight, that it is meruaile but ye haue 
an euett condicion, that is to saye that ye are fuH of iangelyng, 
• [FqL, lift, and haue an eueH tonge and canne not holde yonre peea'." " Nou 
bniherepHcd, ladi," saide he, "is that tlie worst tache that ye know bi met" i6 
no evil of and she saide, "ye forsothe yt ia the worst." "Now," saide he, 
bsveodne. "late you and me hane an euen iuge, and y trow it wiH be 
t™*™ I" fouude that ye haue worae tachea thanne y, for y wiH shew how 
mi™." ye haue saide and reproued me of the worat that ye coude aaie jo 

by me, and y haue saide no thinge of yuu. And therfbr me 
thinklthe that ye haue a. worse tonge thanne y, and me tliinkitbe, 
ladi, y haue not so light a tonge, nor iangili not eoraoche." As 
the lady herde hym, and helde her pees, and thought that she 24 
wolde she had be stitt, and that she had not spoken one worde 
nor Btriiien with hym for diuerse causes ; for the pepitt that herde 
hym Buifre aH her ungoodly wordes, weren wrothe witA her, 
and she hadd* ben heter to haue ben stitt thanne to haue re- iS 
Therefore proued a man opiuly afore the companye. And therfor whanne 
d>nevii one wold* reproue one of hia condiciones, he sbulde tbenke of 
rapnive his owne. Yet y will telt you more on this matere, how Bursy- 

gaunt was amonge .iij. Indies that caste furto haue made hym 31 
ashamed. And he, that was a wiae knight amonges alt other 
knightes, halpe hym as ye ebutt here. 



OF LA TOrit-LANDRY. 



CHAPTERS XXm, XXIV. 

[Of Boaoioaut and the three ladies ; and of three 
other ladies who aaoiised a knight.] 

rPHeae .iij. ladies satte togedrea in a priue clinnibre, and talked n 
4 of Ler auentures, nuto the tyme that one saide, " Moche bi 

maugre haue she of ua that wilt not tett, of gowl felawship 
here amonge ns .iij., of tliat she shal be asked, that is, yef ani 
of us was this yeere praied of lone." " Truly," aaide the furst, 
"y hane ben praied." The secoande and the thridde Baide the 
■ same. "Now," aaide the holdest 'ladi, "sori loue haue she that ■ 
tellitt not the name of liym that last praied her;" and there 
thei were acorded they ahulde tett. " Forsothe," aaide the furst, »° 
'it was Barsigaunt that praied me." "And in good sothe," [", 
Baide the accound, " so dede he me." " By my trouthe," quod 
the thridde, " and he praied me also." " In good faithe," aaide 
trewe a knight as we wende, for 
r and a iaper, nofors, late us aende for hym." »1 
" My ladjes, what wolde ye 1 " 
and thei bade hym sitte dowiie on the grounde by hem. And 
he Baide, " Sethe y am come and must aitte, late me haue sum 

quyshon or a stole, for y might, and y aatte lowe, brake gum 

1 of my pointeB, and ye wold" saie perauenture it were sumwhat 
' ellyB," And so thei gate hym a stole ; and, whanne he was sette, 

a3 thei that were futt of ire and wrathe, aaide, " Bursegaunt, we an 
4 are foule deeeined in you the tyme passed, for we wende that tn 
ye had he a true knight, and ye are but a mocker, and a iaper 
of ladies, and that ia a foule tache." And he ansnered, " Ladies, 
how knowe ye that 1 " " For, sire, y[e] haue hero praied my cosin 
8 of loue, and so haue ye me, and ye saide ye loued us, and echo 
of us had youre herte, the whiche was fals lesinge, for ye might 
[not] loue us att thre beat, for ye are not .iij. peraones, nor 
ye haue not tire hertys, and therfor ye are fals and deseiuable, 
the nombre of true knightis." 
I wronge, & that wott y ahewe 



the .iij. la 

6 he is but a tromper 

And whanne he c 



la and ye aught not to be sette i 
And he saide, " lAdyea, ye I 
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you and ye wytt yeue me leue to speke, aoJ y wift left you 
whi. For atte that tyme y spake * with eohe of you, y loued 
her best that y spake with, aad thought traly the same, and 
me thinkithe therfor ye be in the wrouge to haue Buche laugage 4 
on me, but y must suffre," And whanne thei eawe hym nojnore 

d abasshed, thei saide they wolde drawe cutte nmonge hem ther, to 
wete to whom he shulde abide. " In good faithe," saide the furat 
ladyp, " y witt drawe no cutte for hyra, for y quite my parte g 
of hym;" and that other .ij.ladyessaitle, "So do we cure part, for 
we wiH not of hym," "A 1" saide the kQight,"ye uede not stryue, 
for she nys not here that shalt haue parte of me ; " and with that 
he rose and yede his waye, and lete the .iij, ladies be there att u 
abasBhed and shamed. Aod therfor it ia a gret peril! to begiune 
to haue langage with suche men that caune skill of theworlde; 
and therfor here ia an ensaumple that no woman shulde take 
no striff nor wordes with auche men, for there is maui women 16 
that begiunithe langage with a man that canne not eude it 

LI welt, for men canne fynde weyea to helpe hem selfF, as dede 
a man that waa acused to .iij, ladies of suche an other dede 
as dede Buraigaunt; and thei swore he shulde deye, and neuer lo 

' deceiue Udi more, attd thei caught and shetto hym in a chambre, 
and aa thei come eueriche with a knyfT forto slee him, he saide, 
''Ladies, it likitt you that y shalt deye wlthoute mercy, y 
praie you of a bone." And they graunted hym. And thanne 14 
he required hem that the strengest hore of hem shulde smite 
furst the stroke. And thei atode and luked eueriche upon 
other, and ther was none that wolde touch * hym for shame, 
for there was none that wolde take it on her that it were she. »B 
And he sawe hem so ahaiashed, & he ranne and opened the dore, 
and yede his waye ; and thus was the knight saued, and thei 
abode abasahed and mocked. And therfor there be mani 
thonghtes and wyles with a man to helpe hym self atte uede ; 3> 
but y witt leue this raatere, and go to women that wol goo to 
see iuatinge and other dinerae sightes, and also wol go on pil- 
grimage more for sporte thau for deuocion. 



MABHrED WOMEN SHOULD NOT GO Al.ONK TO FEASTS. 



^^H CHAPTER XXY. 

[Of ladies who go to jaata and pilgrimages.] 

T will teft jou of a lady that caught agiet blame and Bclaundre off 
-*- atte iuBting with-oute cauEC. She was a faire youge lady, tiai 
4 and mads theie good cliere, and daunsed and sange with J"" 
kuightea and squieres, & att her herte was aette ou the worldes 
pleaaunoe, notwithstonding her buebouile was not best apaied 
with her for her outegoinge ; but she was glad altway whanne 
8 she was praied to go oute, And she fonde iQeuea to her bus- am 
bonde that ahe was att waye praied that she might go to. Herii« 
bnabonde werned her not, for ferde lasse thei that prated hym 
wolde be wrothe, and leste men wokle deme that he were ielous 
12 of his wiff; and he dede gret coste to make her freashe and am 
gay at the saide festia, for the worshipp of her frendes, hut ahe O" 
might httue perceiued niaoi tymes that it waa ayenst her hua- "" 
Iwndea witt that she yede to auche featis. And so it happed Ac 
iGonia atte a feat that she waa atte be nightj thei quenched the "ii 
torches sodenly, and made gret noyao and crycj * and whanne ' 
the light was light agetn, the ladies hu&bondes brother was ou 
there, and aawe hia auster-in-lawe a litett aayde with a knight ™ 
io in a corner ; and in good trouthe y trow tliere was no thing 
done but good, but neuer the latter the brother tolde her 
husbonde, the whichc alt his lyff after mistrusted that hia wiff 
had done* amys, and loued hia wiff neuer after so wett as he an 
34 dede before. And so there was neuer pees betwene hem, but lo. 
euer glomyng, louring, and chiding, and att her bousholde yede ^' 
to not for this cause. 

Y knew another lady that gladly yede and waa ledde to 

38 feetis, and she caute an euett name hi a lorde, that she was 

I BO fult of soruga that she was nigh dede, and in so moche 

thought that she dwyned awey that there laft no thiiige 

I on her saue the bones. And whanne she ahulde he dede, w 

^^^Hk she sent after her Saueoure, and called att her frendea about fn 



"done done sroyg." 
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her, and eaide, "Lokithe on me; am y lyk her that ye 
were wont to aee atte featia ami playea, bo faire, freBshe, and 
goodly 1 but that tyme ia passed, for y must to the erthe 
thennes that y come fro." And she saide to tbe lordes, knightes, 4 
Bquiere, and ladies, and gentilwomen that were ahout her, 

a " There is moche speche betwene Buohe a lorde and me, but 
that Lorde y receiue here be my dampnacion yef euer he had to do 
more with my body thanne hadd" my fader, notwithstondinge 8 
he and y hadd? gret oomraunicftoion diuerae tymes, but it was 
neuer in no ueleni, nor in no euetl thought uor in dede." And 
BO aH thei that stode about her were abaashed, for thei wende 

. in her the contrary; not for aft that her "worship was blemiBahed i; 
and blamyd with hym, and, yef she had not uae to goo to festis 
and other sportcs in her huabondea abaence, hit had not happed 

is her. And therfor it ia gret perile a woman to acustume her 
or to deaire to goo to aucbe featia ther ahe might abide atte il 
home with her worshipp^ aaucd, vudefamed of her good name ; 
for atte sucho places mani women takith moche blame witli- 
oute cause. But y saie not but atte aum tyme that the[i] must 
nedia goo to obeie lordea and her frendea wift, with her huaboadea u 
leue. And therfor, faire doughtres, yef it happe that ye must 
nedia goo to suchc festis, and that ye may not foraake it whan 
it ia night that thei begynne to syng and daunce, loke that 
ye haue euer a frende or sum cosin or seruaunt of youres i^ 
by you, for ferde and perilt and euett speche, that yef it happed 
the torchea to be queint, as thei were atte the feate, that thei 
might be nigTi you, not for no ferde of none euett that ye wolds 
do, but for ferde of euett tonges that gladlyer wott saie harrae »f 
than good, and more thanne thei knew. Aud it ia good that 
ye do so for the suerte of yours good name, that tliei that 
Btondithe hi you may saie, yef that thei here a false langeler 
or a Iyer saie aught on you that is not true, that thei may be 3' 
Bure to saye that it ys false. 



I 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 
1 wol teU you another eneaumple of hem that wolde 
sot do on her good clothes on ths halydaies nor on 
the Sondayes in the worships of oure Lordo Ihesu, of 
4 the which y wolde ye knew the ensaumple how the 
gentiU woman abraided the lady her maiatres of. 
fllHer was a ladi that bad gcod clothes, but she wolde not ■[Poi, 13, 
were hem, but yef she supposed to be atte Bum fest or ^ i^^j^'hos 
8 that she wende to finde aum loi'des or gret etraungerB. And bilu-oidntrt 
60 it happed ihat oure lady day fett on the Sonday, and her ' 



mayde asked her, " Madame, whi wiR ye not do t 



I thia day n" "«. on 
I good garment iu the worshippe of ouie ladi day, and of the *'.'". 
» folie of o 



In Sonday 1" "Whi," aaide she, "we Bhatt see no folie of oatate 
to-daye." And her niayde saide, " God and hia moder is of 
gretter state thanne any worldely folke, for lie may take and 
geue fttt thing alte hia luste, for at! comithe of hym, and therfor 
)6 hia dayce and hys moderes dayes ye sbulde worahippe." " Peee,'' 
saide the ladi, " Ciod and the preest seitfi me eueri day, aud 
so dothe not the strangers. And therfor it is heter to make 
me gay whanue y see hem thanne ajenst God." And the^ 
30 mayde anauered, " Madame, that was euett saide for ferde of 
that may fall." And the ladi aaide, "Fatt what woH faH, y wo! 
^^^^^ do more euett." And aFsone as she had saide that words, there 
^^^H come a aodeine wynde that smote the ladi that she might not »^a a tuddaa 
^^^1 S4 stere nor remeue more thanne a stone, aud fro that tyme i>'n'i»niiit 
r forwarde she moat be bore two and fro, and await, and become ™'™' 

I grete. And thanne she knowleged her misdede, and vowed 

I pilgrymages, and was caried to hem iu a litter. And to att 

I aS folke of worships she tolde what was the cause of her sekeneaae, 

I and that it was the uengeaunce of God that fell on her, the 

^^^_ whiche ehe had we^ deaerued, for she saide that att her lyff 
^^^b she had aette her to worships the worlde more thanne God, rDTwoniiin. 

^^^B piDgthBoorld 

^^^Bji And hade more ioye * to make her plesaunt to the worlde, to '°i>'« 'h^a 
^^^^h £>lke of astate, and atraungers, that ahe might haue the lokea ■ [Fdi. is, 
^^^^ft of hem, than for loue or ani deuocion that she had to God, 



PEOPLE SHOULD WEAR GOOD CLOTHES ON K 



other to ani of his seintea. And after she saide to yonge gentitt 
women, " Takithe hedc of the vengeaunce of God that is fall 
on me ; for Eum tyme y had a faire body, and sma], as enery 
body Baide, to pleso me. Aud y, for bohaunce' and for to be 4 
preieed of the worlde, y clothed me in riche clothitige and in 
good furrea, and y made it to he shape in the best wise, streite 
and weR eittinge and iuste, that gum tyme the fniite that 
was in me Bufiered payne and was in perett ; and att that S 
y dede to haue ve)Tio gloria of this worlde. And whaune y 
ondbeim herde the pepilt that preised mej the whiche thei dede to pleae 
p^ji'' me, saieng, ' Here ia a faire body of a woman the wiuche is 

lykly to be loued of a worthi knight,' thanne my herte reioysed 11 
of gladneBse. Now may ye see what y am, for y am gi-cttw 
thanne a pipe. And y am not lyk her that was euratyme so 
queiut and gay iu my good arraye, streite and iuste, that y 
helde ho cherely that y wolde not were it in the halydayes and 16 
Sondayes in the worships of God. And therfor, ladyes and 
frendee, God bathe shewed me my foly for sparing of my clothia 
on tho holy day, and to were liem afore men of astate and 
straungers, to be preiaed and haue the losae and loking of hem. to 
. Wherfoi- y praie you aR that ye take here atte me a faire en- 
aaumple." And thua compleyned the sike lady, the whiche was 
'[Pol. isfi. thus Bwolen an hole yere. And after, whaune God *had saine 
But on her her contricion and repentannce, he eent her helthe, and heled 14 
rtTwaa"'™ her hole of alt her sekenesse, and euer lowly to her God, and 
gaue her good garmentis for Ooddis sake to the iiedy, and her 
selff leued sympli, not hauing her herte to the bobant of the 
TUtaUaiiBi- worlde, as ehe had before. And therfor, faire doughtres, here jS 
people ihouia ia a faire ensaumple how folke aught beter to arraie hem on 
baitdoiiieg holydayoB in worships and for the loue of God tliat fecdith dH, 
J5'!™"'''p "f and for the lone of hjg blessed moder and eaintee, thanne for 
to plese the sight of the worldely peple, the whiche are but 3: 
donge and erthe, for to haue the praislnge of hem ; for alt tho 
that do 60 for the worlJes plesaunce, y wene they displese God, 
and that he witt do his ucngeannce on hem in tbie worlde or 
' MS. "b»baiin«." 
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in that other, as he dede ( 
And tberfor take hede oa the 



IB ladj that ye haue herd 
^aumples, gocxl doughtres. 



CHAPTER XXVn. 
I witt tell you an ensaumple on thia matere. 

I 4 I I It befett thiit eeiut Bernarde, that was an holy man and of Saii 
'^-*- gret riohesee and birth, lefte att his poseesssiones and good, 
and yede to seme God in an abbey; and for hia holy lyuing, 
and of weringe of the beyre, and doinge gret abstinence and 

I 8 aliues dedes, made that he was chose to be abbot of that place. 
And he hadcf a gret lad! to his suster, that come to ^ee hym who 
withe gret meyni, wett arraied with riche clothinge, and richeiire* 
atjred of perles and presions stones. And in tliis array she 

.11 come afore her brother seiut 'Bernardl And whanne he sawe ■[: 
her in that array, he turned to her his backe and bleased hjm, 
and the lady was ashamed, and asked whi he ne wolde witli 
her speke. And he saide that he had gret pitee to see her eo 

ifidisgised, and in that pride that she wbb inne. And she dede 
of her riche ' atyre and gay clothes, and toke other symple 
arraye. And he saide. " Sustw, yef y loue yonre hodi, by reson torn 
y ' shuid" htter loue youre sowle : wene ye not that ye displete ot pr 

30 God and his aungells to see in you suche pompe and pride to 

»aonie suche a carion as is youre body, whiche withinne . vij. 
dayes that the soule ys parted from the body, he sauerithe in 
Buche wise that no creatoure may suffre to be nigh it or see 
'4 it, with gret ahhominacion ] Faire saster, whi thenke ye not 
that the pore peple that deyen for hungir and colde, that for 
the sixte part of youre gay arraye .si. persones might be clothed, 
refresshed, and kepte from the colde!" And thus Bernarde de- 
aS clared the foly and the pompe of Ihe worlde to hia sueter, And 
also the savement of her soule. And thanne the ladi wcpte. Then 
and Bolde awey her clothes, and leuid after an holy lyff, and ">i> ii 
had loue of God, aungeles, end holy seintez, the whiche is beter 
' MS. "ricliB riche styte." 

' The criginal renJa i Belle sucr, se je aimo voitre corps, je doy par 
[ Mifos pliu kmer voatre ams 
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thanne of the worldely pepiH. Therfor, doughtres, here ya an 
ensanmple how folke shuide not haue thairc herte on the worlde, 
nor make hem queint to plese it and them that be there inoe, 
but late yeue parte of that God hathe sent to the nedy in his 4 
name. And he that dothe so, may gete hym hya eanement; 
for it is beter * to bane lasse garnementia tbanoe the pore abnlde 
lacke. For who Bo Bcttithe hym al to haue plcBaunce of the 
wovW, it yB foly and temptacion of the fende ; and folke aught 8 . 
to arraye hem more for lone and worship of God thanne for 
worldely foule pleBaunce, the wbiche ye but shadow, and is not 
worthe to the rewarde of hym that afl may yeue and eende. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

An other ensaumple y witt tetl yon of them that 11 
u&en to clatre, speke, and iangle atte the masse, in 
the whiche whanne thei shnlde haue herds the deuyne 
eeruioe of God. 

is TTIt is conteyned in the geatis of Athenea, that there waa an iS 
■*- holy hermite that badd' a cbapetl of Eeint lohan in hia 
liermitage ; and for the holinesse of the good man, and in the 
worabippe of seint lobac, the knightea, ladyes, & gentitt women 
of that contrey come tbedir on pilgrimuge. And whanne the! jo 
were come, the ermito saide hem a masse ; and aa he had saide 

I the gospeH, he turned towarde the peple, & sawe hem roune, 
iape, couuaaile, and iatigle, eche with other. And aa he loked 
on hem and aawe her folyaahe countenaunce, he was ware that H 

■ there waa atte eucriohe of her eeres an orrible fende, that wrote 

' art that thei aaide, and lougt hem to aeorne; and tbe blak 
orible fendea yede lepinge on her bedys, bornea, and riche atyre, 
aa dothe the briddes that aittithe on trees and lepitbe from iS 
hraunche to brauncbe; of tbe wbiche tbe holy ermyte waa gretly 
ahasahed and meruayled. And whan he waa in the canouii of 
hys niaaao, he herde hem clatre, laugb, iangle, and * borde of 
bigb, that it was gret meruaiJe of the boly man, [and be] smote 31 
hys honde on the hoke to make hem hold'her pees. But there waa 



L 
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sum that dede not, and thanne sayde the ormyte to God, "Lorde, He 
and it be thi wiH, mftke tlieae folke holJe her pees atte maase, Uie 
and that they may know her foly." Thanne sodenly att they 

, •4 that iangeled begamie to crye lyke wode folke oute of her 
mynde, that it waa a piteous thiiige to here. And whanne the »"' 
ermyte had aaide masse, he tolde hem how he saw the fendea "*" 
of hett on her hedes, hornes, and tyre, and tolde hem the perillea 
8 and the synne that it was to make suche clateringe and leude 
wordes, iapcs, and couctenaunces atte the masse. For there ia 
DO man atte the masse shulde do no thinge ellys hnt praie Qod 
deuoutly; aiid these fendes that he sawe was on her hedes, 

la tyre, and homes, that clatered aod spake of her foly of loue 
atte mease, and thought more on her iolyteea and the worldes 
delite, and to haue the loke of the muaardea, thanne thei dede 
on the Eeruioe of God, But there waa sum in the ehapolt that 

16 were in her deuocimi and praiers, but on hem he aawe no thing 
faue good, not with atondiuge they were welt arraied. And the 
ermyte tolde hem, who that aiTaied hym more to pleae the sight 
of the worlde thanne God he makithe ioye and gladnease to 
° the fendea of heB. And the pepiB that were tiere oute of 
her mynde and turmented, aa ye heide before, cried, and pulled 
■ of her tyre, aa thei had ben wode. And so the good 
ermyte counsoiled hem to amende hem, * and to abide in praiera ' I 
1 that chapel .ist. dayea; and so thei dede, and thorugh the 

I praier of the holy crmite, whan they had confessed hem, and pro- ^ 
messed toGod to be deuoute attethe masse,and neuer toiangle nor p™ 
to clatre whanne thei shulde serue Qod, than the ennite assoiled '"" 

iS hem, and they were heled, and come againe into her witte, and 
^^^H thei kepte hem euer after from iangelinge atte Goddes seruice. 

^^B CHAPTER XXIX. 

^^^K And here is an enaaumple how no man thorugfi his 
^^^P clateringe shuldo deaturbe tho devine soruice of God, 
' 3' T7Et wilt y tefl yon what befett atte tho masse of the holy mid 

-^ man, seint Martin of Towres, And as he ealde masse there nui 



mi 



itogeltier. 



PEOPLE 'SHODLD SOT BE L4TE iT MASS, [Chai'.XXX. 

Lalpe hym eeint Brice, the whiche waa hys clerke and godsone, 

tliat eSter seint Martin was Erahebisshope of Towree, the whiche 

Brice toko up a gret laughinge, and aeint Martin perseined it. 

And whanne the masse was done, aeint Martin a^ked hym whi he 4 

laughedj and he ansuered, that he eaw the fende write alt the 

laughinges that were betwene the women afte the maBEe, and it 

'" happed that the parchemyn that he wrote in waa aliorte, and 

I he plucked liarde to haue made it lengger with his tethe, and it 8 

' scaped oute of hys mouthe, and hys hede had a gret stroke 

ayenst the wait, '' & that made me to laugl." And whan aeint 

in Martin herde hym, he knewe that aeint Brice was an holy man. 

" And he preched this to the women, and how it was a gret peril! ra 

and synae to speke and counaaile of worldly materea atte tlie 
. jnasse or atte Goddea *Bei-uioe, and that it were beter not to be 
there thanne to haue suche langage and clateringe. And yet sum 
clerkea susteinithe that none shulde not speke no nianere thing iS 
whiles they tene atte masse, and inespeclal atte the gospett, nor 
atte the 'per omjiia;' and therfor, d ought res, here is an enaaumple 
how ye shall holde you humble and deaoute in the chirche, and 
for no thinge haue no iangelynge with nobody while ye are atte k 
the masae, nor while ye serue God. 



CHAPTER XXX. 



Another ensaumple y wiS teH you of hem that for 
Blouthe lessethe her mssee and makithe other to less 
her masse. a. 

^ T Kaue herde of a knight & of a lady that in her youth 
'- delited hem to rise late. And bo they used longe, titt 
^ many tymes that thei loste her masse, and made other of her 
' pariashe to lese it, for the knight was lorde and patron of the a8 
chirche, and therfor the preest durst not disoheye hym. And 
BO it happed that on a Sonday the knight sent unto the chirche 
that thei shulde abide hym. And whanne he come, it waa passed 
none, wherfor thei might not that day haue no masse, for eucry 31 
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man saide it was paeaed tyme of the dayi and tberfor thei durst 
not BJDge. And bo that Sonday the knight, the lady, and att the 
parisshe was witAoute raasse, of the whiche the iiepitt were soii, 
. but thei must nedea euffre. And on a night tliere came on a 
aviaion to the person, tliat he kepte a gret flocke of shape in a i» 
felde there that there grewe no graese; and he wolde liaue »i 
ledde hem into a felde there graase was, * but he must go whitfi ' 
. liem thorugli a atreite pathe, and in the pathe he saw a gret 
blacke swjno and a sowe, horned, that lay ouer-tliwarte the 
pathe ; And lie waa ao aore aferdo of her hornea, that he yode 
awey and fledde with hia ahepe, withoute pasturinge or fedinge 
hem. And a uoys s«ide to hym, "Whi art thow aferde of theae 
homed bestya 1 " & with that he awoke. And the aame night 
the knight and the lady dremed that thei were become honied 
swyue and sow, and wolde not late the ahepe goo to her pasture 
nor fedynge. And after hem thought that there come mani 
biacke huntera, and blake hora, with ninny hiake greyhoundea, 
and raches; and the boundea were uncoopeled on hem, and 
chaced and bote hem apitously hi the eerea and thiea; and them 
thought that the chace dured so longe on hem tJH they were 
take and slayne. And of this auiaion, whanno they were awaked, 
thei were foule afraied; for the auicion come to- hem hi two 
tymea. And the peraon come to the khightea houa, and he tolde 
hem his auicyon, and the preeat hia, of the whiche thei were 
gretly meruailed, and thaire aweuens' were lyche. And the 
preeat aaide vnto the knight, " There ia hereby in a foraat an 
holy ennyte that canne tett us what this auicion menithe." And 
than thei yede to hym, and tolde it hym fro point to point, and 
aa it was. And the wise hoU man, the whiche waa of blessed lyfF, Ai 
expouned and declared her auicion in this wise : " Sir knight, "' 
ye & youre wiff are hlocke awyne and sowea that hepithe the 
palhe tliorugh the whiche the shei>e shulde go to hor * bus- • 
tenaunce and fode, that is to mene, that ye ar lorde of the 
pariaahe that ye dueti in. And ye haue deatroubled the paria- 
shencB to here maeae and Goddea seruice, the whiche is the 
■ MS. "awemes." 
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feding and the pasturo of the body and soule, and for youre rest 
Bnd Bleping by day, like Bwjne, ye haue made youre neygfiboures 
leBe her masse and Ooddes seruicc ; and the honies that ye bad 
iuiue Bignifietb that ye be therfor in dedly synue. .And in especintt 4 
loioso ye make other to leee the seruice of God, the whiche ye may 
neiier amende withoute ye sufFre therfor gret turment. And 
tberfbr the vengeauucQ of the ilede is shewed jou bi auicion, that 
ye shatt be tormented, and chaced, and slayn therfor with fendi a 8 
of belt, witboute amecdement. For it were bete?- to you, that 
ye lacked to here an hundred masses, thanne ye Ictte a man to 
'•re here one or a preest of hie deuocion. For the preest most fait 
""g into the eynne of wi-afhe, and bis paiisahenes gone forth to the >a 
ale houB or to a tauerne, and ihorugh taryeng !ese her deuocion. 
And aS this eueR comitbe of youre sleuth and synue, of the 
wbicbe ye shatt yelde onia acompte of; And ye ebsR be therfor 
chaced, tormented, and slayne, and in waye to be dampned, but 16 
ye amende it." And thanne the knight was abasebed, and asked 
counsaile what was beste for bym to do. And the holy man 
counsailed that ou thre SoudayeB he shulde knelo on his knees 
afore att the paiisshenes, and crie hem mercy, and that they »o 
wolde forgeue hym bis miedede that he bad kepte hem so longe 
a dayes from her masse, And that thei wold praie to God 
ii. i». foryeue hym and his wyff, * and he wolde euer after he one of 
lie; the furst atte the chirche. And thei were sbriue of the ermite, 14 
befint and had penaunce of hym, and were chastised that thei dede 
naught as they were wont. And be and his wyff thanked God 
of her auicion that he sent hem, that thei might amende bem, 
And Eo from that tyme forwarde thei were the fnrst atte the 3S 
masse and the laste tberfrom. And also the eimite tolde the 
preest his auicion like as liadde the knight, and that God sbulde 
be dradde and serued afore oni erthely tbinge or delite of rest or 
plesaunce; wherfor, doughtres, take here ensaumple that for 3a 
youre persones ese that ye make not diuerse peple lese her 
masse and deuocion, thorugb youre necligence and eleuthe ; 
for it were beter for you to here no masse thanne to lette 36 
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CHAPTER XXXT. 

I wolde yo knew an ensaumple of the lady that wolde 
haue alwey a quarter of a day to arraie hef. 

rPHer was a kdi that duelled fast bi the chirche, that toka 

4 ■ euery day so longe tyme to make her redy that it made 
wery and angri the person of the chirche and the parisshenes to 
abide after her. And she happed to abide so longe on a SonJay 
that it was fer dayes, and euery man Balcf to other, " This day we 

8 ti'DW sholt rot this lady be kemeU, and arraied ; '' and sum of 
hem cursed her, and faide, "The denett arraye her onia, and be 
her merour, for because she makithe na euery day in use and to 
abide after her." And as God wolde shew for ensaumple, atte the 
la same tyme and houre as she loked in a mirrour, in etede of *the 
mirranr, the deuett turned to her his ars, the whiche was so 
foule and orible that for ferde she was wode and oute of her 
mynde, and was so sike looge ; and atte the laate God sent her 

1 6 her witte; & she was chastised, and wolde no more make 
foike to mouse after her, hut wolde be sonner arraied and atte 
-the chirche thanne ani other. And she thanked God that he ' 
had chastised her so that she might amende her: aad therfor 

o here is an ensaumple that no body ahulde take so long leyser to 
arraie hem that thei lese her masse and Goddes seruice, and 
make other also to lese it. 
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CHAPTER XXSII. 
'Saw y wiU ten you an enaaumple on this matere of 



E 



holy lady that loued wel God and his aeruiae. 

It happed her on a day that she berde no masse, she wold'whentu 



not that day ete fiesshe nor fysshe ; & yet she wolde man. 

e fott of Borw in bert ; and hit happed on a day her chapeleic flaui i 

fivas sike that he might not synge, wherthorugfi she must go i„,"g 

I borne withoute masse. And she yede withoute her place crieng hmsi 



OF A C0UNTEE9 WHO HEARD THREE MASSES DAILY. 



rtedon onGod,saieng these wordea, "Lord; forgete not purneie me of tliin 

holy seruice, though this chnpelein be sjke :" and as ahe Baide 

*iit her theae wordea she saw comyug towardes her two frercB, of the 

whiclie she was gladde, and asked hem yef the wolde saye her 4 
!fceflone masse; and thei ansuered her, yee, yef Ler lyked. And ahe 
uafor pmied one of hem Bhulde go to. And she thanked God of her 
oQngMi coming. And so the yonggest of the freres yede to masse, 

' And as he was afore the Agnus Dei, the olde frere loked on hym 8 
(hen he how he brake the oste in the .iij. pni-lies. And ha sawe one of 
oi. 10, the parties lepe *into the good ladies mouthe in manere of a gret 

a clerenesse or a light; and the frere that was atte the masse loked 
frtar aboute hym where the .iij, parte of the oste was becorain, and " 
i™p tremeled for ferde, and his felowe come to hym & saide, "Be not 

1 month, aferde, for that ye seke is in the good ladies mouthe." And 
Tembied tbanne he belde hym content, and thanked Ood of that mii'Bcle, 
hen & tbua it happed the lady that loued so mocli the seruice of 16 
le iBira- God. And therfor here is an ensaumple to loue Goddes seruice. 
thEweii Gl**^ louithe bym, as he shewed unto this good lady ape^tely that 
»h" had so gret desire to serue hym and to see hym, as ye haue herde 

here afore. 30 



CHAPTER XXXm. 



I wolde ye herde an ensaumple of a couatesse that 
Ly euery day wolde here thre masees. 

1 Nd as she yode a pilgrimage, one of her cbapeleinez felt of 
'1 his horse and hurte hym selfF in snche wise that he might i- 

not Binge, and the ladi was fult of sarngh that she shulde lacke 
1" one of her masses. And as ahe made denoutly her praiers to God, 
' he sent ber a seiut in stede of a preest to saie her a masse; but 
whanne he had songe and done of his restementys, tliere west '! 
no body where he become. And thanne the ladi wst that it was 
Ooddes sonde, of the whiclie slie thanked hym humbely. And 
here is a good ensaumple how God purueiethe for hym that 
louithe hym, and his seruice. And y trone there be now mani 3' 



I 
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CHiP.XXXIV.i OF A LADY WHO THOtGHT TOO MUCH ON THE WOULD. 

women that pussitlie a dajes withe feuer masses thanne .iij. TiieK 
and that it suffisithe hem to here one, for Ler deuoeion ia soi">"' 
liteR *iQ the seruice of God; for who that louithe hym and ""^ 
4 dredithe Lym, he wilt ofte see God and here his holy aeruice. eoi. 
And he that dothe oontrarie, wol pasee lightly, aa diuerse do now ^™-' 
a dayes, that haue more delite to plese the worlde and the flcBshe ("""o 
thanne God. Uod. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

I wol teU you an ensaiunple of a yong lady that ah e 
had. her herte moche on the worlde. iwi)'' 

[ i N^D there was a Equier that loued her, and she hym. And for giie i 
■^ becaose that she might haue beter leieer to apeke with hym, squir 

3 she made her hushoude to underatond' that she had uowed in 
diuerse pilgrimages ; and her husbonde, as he that thought 
none euett, and wolde not displese her, sofered and helde hym 
content that she shulde go whedir her lust. And it happed that i^nA ■ 

6 she and the squier yede a pilgrimage to a place that was of oure ""ii 
lady. And thei thought they were wel atte ease, that they 
might haue her foly speche and ooramunicacion togedre, in <^^^ 
whiche they delited hem more thanne to saie praieres or seruice 8'"" 

o to Gtid, or to haue ani deuoeion in her pilgrimage. And it p™^" 
happed thei were atte the masso, and thorugh the temptacion of ""^ 
the deuett they delited hem atte the masse in l»kyng, aud in 
makinge aignes, eneriche to other, of loue and iapes, more 

4 thanne they delited hem in Goddes semice, or to saie deuoutely 
her matenes or praieres. And God, that wolde shewe his miracle 
tiiat thei dede eneH, sent the ladi suche a aodein sikenesse that >i>ei 
she swalt there she stode, and that no man west whedir she 

:8 shulde leue or deye. And she *was taken anone in arraea, and ■ f 
born into the towne as a dede woman ; and in ihre dayes after Bod 
she neuer ete mete nor drinke. And so her frendea and her 
husbonde were sent for, the whiche, whanne they come, made 

• moche sorugh that this anenture was f^ on her ; for thei wo^t 
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not whedir she shuld'liuo or deye. But as she laje in e. trannce 
that -iij. dayea her thought she sawe her fader and moder; and 
her moder shewed her pappes and bre^tis, saieng, "Faire daughter, 
loue and worship youre husbonde that Ood and the chirche 4 
haue geuen you, and ahoue al erthely men, and lone hym lyke 
as ye haue loued theae brestis, the whiche hathe norisshed you." 

■ And her thought that her fader asked her, " Whi loue ye or haue 
more plcsinge to aui man than to youre husbonde 1 " And he S 
saide, " Doughter, loke what sight ie besydez you," And he 
saide, " But ye amende you, ye are like to faB in the fyre." 

, Thonne she loked besides her, and she sawe a depe wett fult 
of the fire of belt, and she was atttnost fatt therin. Of the la 
whiche auicion and sight she was foule afraied. And thanne her 
fader and her moder shewed her an hundred preestis that she 
had clothed in white for the louo of the soules of her fader aud 
moder. And her fader and her moder thanked her thetfor. 16 
And after she thought that she saw the yniage of cure ladi 
holdinge in her honde a cote and a smocke, And saide to her, 
" This cote and smocke shal kepe the from fallynge into that 
wett of fire, notwithstondinge thou hast defouled myn houa." 10- 

■■ And in that afray 'she awoke of her traunce and auicion, and 

le toke Up a gret sighe ; and thanne her husbonde and frendes 
were glad that she was not dede. And the lady was abaisshed 
of her sweuene and auicion, and asked a preest what best was for j^ 

a her to do ; and he dede eeche her a man of holy lyff that wered 
the hayrc, that was a gret clerk, and a man of holy religion ; 
and she was ehreue to hym, and tolde him alt ber auicyon, and 
her fere that she hadde of the welt ; and tolde hym a& her 38 

f synne and youthe. And the holy man declared her auicion, and 

1; saide, "Ye are as moche bcholde to God and to hys blessed 
moder, that witt not that youre Mule be lost, nor dampned, but 
a shewed you before the pereH for youre saluacion. Furst, God 3a- 
hathe aheued you youre fader and youre moder. And that youre 
moder saide, ' doughter, loue and worship youre husbonde as ye 

1, haue loutd theae brestis that haue norisshed you ; ' tliat is to 
menyng thnt ye shulde loue and doute youre husbond', as ye 36 



loued youre moderes l>reat wlianne ye were norlsalied therof. 
For the ohiU louitlie of att thinge the pappe, for the suetuesse of 

Sthe meike of tlie whiche he takitlie hia norisshinge and wexingef 
t and BO aught eueri good woman do after Goddes lawe, to loue '■"^ livo »( 
her hnsboud' aboue att other louea, And to forsake wovldely 
louea that be unlefutt. For oure Lorde saithe with hia mouthe 
that woman ehulde leoe fader, moder, brother, and Blister, for 
8 her hnsijonde. For they are not diuerse, bnt two flesahes that 
God hathe ioyned in one, and that no man sliulde putte betwene 
hem no * thinge that might aenere the loue that God and the • [Pot. i: 
chiiche hathe ioyned in hem. Yet youre moder aaide you that ye n.id uiai ■ 
t toke youre norisahinge aiid waxing of tlie suetnesse of the milke, Lural^ 
[ the which aignitiethe the awetnesae that ahulde be in trew theineeiii 
I manage, and grace with loue of God. And after that, yonre miiii: 
fader aaide, whi take ye ani man more loue and plesaunce 
Sthaiiiie youre haaboniT] and Bee ye that bieuiiinge wett of the ihnuhe 
fire of helt that ia be-Bide Tou, in the whiche ye ar lik to fatt 1 of n™ iiKt 
. . flertUuitil 

that Bignifietho that and ye lone ani other than youre huabondo, sUe lovod > 
or nni other dele with you, aauf he only, ye ahatt fatt into the sheBhouid 

welt, and be broiled and brent, and ainke in the pitte of Lett, ^[''™p'^ 
r to he there amonge the deueles, for the dellte of that euel ^ji^l^," 
«unoe that ye haue hadde ayenst Goddes lawe. And tberfor, llJ^Jj'n^' 

[ sen ye haue seue the fire of hett venieaunce, and the punicion 
in that ye moat anffie for that fals deiite yef ye do it, lene it. 
And after youre moder shewed you the white preestes. And aaide ThBiiho 
that je had clothed hem, and they thanked you; that aignifiethe prieauttsi 
that ye had made mani preeatea reuest hem, and syngo masfcea «nppottuf 
S for thaire aoulea; wherof thei dede thanke you; and aertaine '" 

1 lyke as ye praie for her eoulea and other that bene dede, so praie ^^^J^^, 
I thay for you ; and bethe sori whanne thei aeithe ani that dothe J;^ 
* for hem atondynge in way of dauipnacion, as ye may see, the! "^ 
1 were sori of the temptacion that ye hadde, and tjiat ye atode in 

waye like to be loste, and tberfor thei come to socour you, for 
the good dedea and masaea, praiera and almesae, tiiat ye hadde 
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honde heldc a cote and a smocke, and saide to jou that thia imBB="fOiir 
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rsigniaed shall saoe you from fillyiige in Ihe weH, not-wiilistondinge ye 
i|j™ haue fouled myn hous, that is to saye that ye had hen in her 
^^ chirche more to haue plesaunce in Biiifiitt dedea thanne fi)r the 
«nes); plesaunce of her thenkinge, aiid hauinge luxurious lokee, conn- 4 
tenaunces, and signes in her chirche atte the masse. And there 
the uoya of oure ladi saide ye badde fouled the chirche. Alt 
^1 wiio the! that gone on pilgrimage to a place for foule plpsaunce more 
piacM thanne deuocion of the place that thei go to, and cauerithe thaii'e 8 
goinge with eevnice of God, fowlithe and scomithe God and oure 
lady, and the place that thei goo to, as dede the Bquier whaune 
he come to that place, and that ye hadde more plesaunce in hyni 
thanne ye hadd* of the plesaunye of God, or on the pilgrimage 13 
Godteoi that ye yede to. And of that misdede God wolde shew that ye 
lEw iier Ijad failed in, and made you therfor suffre that peyne and euett 
a^eM^J that ye haue hadde. And that onre ladi wold" hnue you saued 
;h»rity: foj. J^ p^)^ aj,j ^ gmocke that ye gaue to too pore women in the 16 
woithipe of God and her, the whiche as as the uoya saide hathe 
saued you, that ia to eaye, the airaesse dede that ye dede hathe 
kepte you from fallyuge in the fyre of hett ; that is to mene that 
youre auicyon and this fortune that ye haue bene inne, and that 20 
ye haue bene kept bi oure lady forto not fall in synne with the 
Uiai the Bquier as ye had thought. Thinke this is an cxaumple and 
life a warninge forto amende you that ye Wei* not dampned, nor lost. 

.1.1 And therfur thanke * God hertely, and amende you bi tyme of 34 
. for iiie youre errour and foly. And ye aught hennys forward' kepe 
you welt from falling in siiche perill to lese youre Boule, and 
into horrible synne, as to be in will to breke youre mariage, the 
whiche God hathe made hym selff to holde hole and to be kepte. )8 
iiy. he And also ye are Bnoren to God and to youre husbonde atte the 
■■**"• chii'che dore afore witnesse that ye shall neuer breke it while 
w her yg [gug to-gedre. And yef ye do, ye are shamed and falaly for- 
sworn, and not worthi neuer to come in compani of goode 3. 
women." And thus the good holy man shewed her and declared 
hor anicion that she mette of, and taught her to do well. And 
•ttmd. BO the ladi was hole, and thanked God that she was saued fi'oin 
I Bynne, and from her foule delite and plesaunce; and after that jS. 
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! loste aft her fuly, and v 



And it happed n 



that, half a yeere after that, t!ie equiei- come from a uiBge that 

he hadde hen atte, fresslie and ioljly heseen, and he be-ganne 

r 4 to horde and play with the lady with auche langage as lie was 

K wont to use to her ; and sayd", " Lady, what lyfT is thia I haue y 

loste the ioy and the plesaunce that y hatlde in you, that we 

ehulde haue to-gedera so mcclie Bportia and rairtliia ! " And ahe 

8 anauered hym "Ati that tyme ya paseed, for y wilt neuer haue 

suche plesaunce ; nor y witt neuer loue no man aaue myji 

hnsbonde." And thaane she toldo the squiev att that had be- 

happed her, notwithatondinge he had hoped to haue tuined her. 

she wuB so afermod in goodnesse, that it wolde not be, and 

■tiiaune he lefte her. And after he loIcT *to diuerEe men the 

Kl^dnesBe and the atedfaatnesse of her; and after he aud att 

other preised her and woialiiped her the more. And therfor 

iG here ie an exaumple that no body ahulde go in holy pilgrimages 

for to fulfelt no foly, plesaunce, nor the woilde, nor flesshely 

delite. But thei shulde go enterly with herte to serue God ; and 

also that it ia good to praie for fader and nioder, and for other 

JO freudea that hen dede, for thei iinpetrithe gi'ace for hem that 

^^^^^})e alyue. And also it is gooil to yeue almesse, as ye haue lierde 

^^^^Refore. 



CHAPTEI! XXXV. 



3S 



And yet y wiU teiX you an other eiiBaumple, what >^ 
happed ic a chirche that was called Oure Lady of'^'i 
Beaulyon. 

It liapped in a chirche on an euen of oure lady, oue o; 
that was called Pers Lenard", whiche was sergeaiint of « 
Candee, on the night delt flesshely with a woman on t 
ftuuter; and God of his gret might wolile shewe that they «" 



Hi 



dede euelle, tyed hem fast togedre that night and the 



I day, i 



att the aigTit of the pepift that c 



i towne ; and alt the coutre there about 



VftttJ^to 

I thedir unto the '^ 
Bome downe and '" ' 



J biche togedre, that night and the i 



53 AnvE\TrnE or a monk in a chtkch, [rH.p.xxxvr. 

Oh the day, vnto the tyme tliat tbe pepilt yoJe a proceBsion about 

ihepsupie for them to pray to God tliat that oiible sight might be ended 
oaaion, «iiiJ aui hidds. And atte the last, whaune it was nifflit, thei de- 
ibS°wrra™ Parted. And nfter the ehirche wns hnlowed or eiier tliere 4 
i«p»rai«i. yrere saide there-in ani masee. And they that dede the 
''"V^ial"* ^ede were ioyned to peuaiince, to go naked afore the pro- 
ceasion thre 'Soadayes, heting hem self and recordywg her 
synne tofoio the pepitt. And therfor here is an ensauniple 1 
that no hody ahulde do no euche filtiie in the ehirche, bat bepe 
it clone and worships God there inne. 



i\'i 



raoiiknan.ed ■ ^JiJ^ 
Pjgwet HUB I 



CHAPTER XXX\T:. 

' Yet woH y tetl you, an other ensaumple upon this 
matere, that befell in the parties of Fej^tow not thre 13 
yeere sethe. 

"IHere was an abbey in Peytow called Chimefeie, the 
whiche abbey was fortefyed for worres; and the 

I of lliat abbey had o monbe there, that was 16 
i«iiepo«u«,|jig neuew, tliat higbt Pigreet, the whiche atte a tyme 
might not be founde ; and be waa lost. And atte the laste 
thei fonde hym in a corner of the ehirche byhinde a wche 
on a woman, and they miglit not pnrte that one fiom that 10 
i.iid»iii»o|.ie other. And than all folke come thedir to see hem; of the 
Uiuin, whiche sight the sely nionke was sore ashamed of and futt 

of sorw, and so was his unele and alt other morikes. And 
iindtiie mink after, whanne it was the wilt of God, thei parted, and the 24 
■iiuiiB, monke Pygreet went and fledde a-wey oate of the abbey for 

TiihiaHi shame. And therfor here is an enEaumpIe that no body shulde 
nn one should do that orihlc ayiine of the delyte of the fleeshc in tlie ehirche. 

Hell worldly ■' ■" 

pieuurei in nor to spcke nor to make eountenaunce nor lokes of foly lone iS 

there inne, but yef it were of loue of mariage. For as one of 
fur God went the ffospett saithe that God entred into the ehirche, the whiche 
'"i""^id"' "" ^"^ "'^^ ^^"'^ tyme called the temple, and he fonde that they 
• tP^^T'' ^^'^^ there inne mareliaundises; and he made uoyde oute ntt 3a 
c^ii. s,] they that solde ani tliinge therin, And saide that *the hous of 
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to jiraie and to onH "iii n 

' should be a 

L13 to ninte mar- iiuj^of 



God Bhulde be kepte clene, and sliidde 
make orisoiiea irnie; And tliat it was n 
chaundiES and to do syKne in, And tLerfor, to confen 
1 4 tbftt ia afore, oure Loi do hatlie elieued hia myraclea in these two »'"i ""* 
chirches, how it dispk'Hcd hym that his holy place was fouled, the IJ^^^^,, 
_ whiche was ordeined of cleuncasc to serue hym, that is the chirehe. ^^''^'^^ 



CHAPTEE XXXVII. 

[Of Bad Examples.] 

And therfor, doughtrea, thei that seethe the gnod and takithe 

ie eui'H, by reson they shutt lepent hem, y sftie for there is Mi 

I mani eueH enaaumples in the worlde, and there be mani that m 

[ takithe hem Bonner thannc the good eiisaumplea. And thei that 

Eo, done Bjenst nature, and gone oute of the right way, and no 

ayenat the co maun dement of Uad, that att good and aatiacion "> 

tei;hithe, and yeuithe ns wretin the wiiiehe we shulJe holde, the '"' 

whiehe we kepe febely. For we see that the most of the worlde M' 

6 goueruitbe hem after the delite of the fiesehe and the Teyne •"' 

gloiie of the worlde, as sum that he prowde of her science, ?! 

richesse, and her birthe ; and there he other that be euuious to en 

pee other in gietter degre thanne they, and other tliat be futt 

P of yre and rancour ; and other futt of hote and brenuyng an 

I lechery, enflained unmeaurably like wolues, or other wyld^iit 

^ beestia ; And other that be lykerous of moohe mete and drinke, oi 

' takyng noreannahly therof ; And other that euer are in couetise en 

4 of that ia not herea ; And other that ben bawdea and theues, J^ 

OBurerea, baritera, ouerihwarteres and lyers, traytoura and fnls of . 

her worde, *and bakbyters ; and other tbat be siowe that wylt g^ 

do no good to hem selffue to none other. And these nianere of 5^, 

8 mensheuithe that ihey be the children of a fala maiateria doctrine, ^, 

the whiche is the deuelt of hett, that conn sails the, teraptitbe, „, 

and gonernithe hem, and the deueB holdithe hem bounde in hia ^ 

eeruice titt thei be yubounde by confession ; and men of tiieae o,, 

1 manera there be now a dayes to niaui, of the whiche it is the ui 

more pi tee. 



GOOD EXAMPLES TO BE FOLLOWED. [Ch*p, XXXVIII. 

CHAPTER XXXVIII. 
[Of Good Examples.] 
Aud there be other be wyae, that haue lier lierte and liope 
of God. Aad for the bue and fere that thei haue in hym, they 
kepe hem clene and fy tithe ayenst temptaciones, and the 4 
bi-aydea of the fyve of lecherye, and kepitt hem Buerly withoute 
delycious metes, for the fleeslie is tempted by delicious metes 
anddrinkea, the whiche bene letteresaud kiudeleraof tliebrondes 
of lecherye ; and other that huue grace to thente that they haue 8 
suffisnuuce, and that is ayenet couetise. And there be other 
that iiaue free bert, true and luste, and be not riotous ; for who 
that seltithe ryot gladly, he metithe therewith, for many men 
for anger betithe hym selff with his owne ataSe, and Eekithehym 13 
sorw from day to day. And God blessithe in the gospett the 
meke and tiie humble hcrt. And att these men that kepithe 
hem selff clene, and in the loue and drede of God, and of his 
neigiboures, sheuithe wett wlio is her fadei', and that in God 16 
the fader, of the whiche they kepe his com aun dementis as holy 
chirche techithe hem. And they haue free bert to withoJde 
good ensaumples of lyff, and ioye perdurable, and of saluacion. 
And therfor, faire dougbters, haue night and day youre hertes to 10 
hym 'and loue hym, and drede hym, and iie wift kepe you and 
Haue you from peritE and temptaciones. And therfor, my faire 
doughters, y wilt shewe you and declare you by this boke the 
good Ittdyes that God preisithe in the BybiR, and for thaire holy 24 
lyff shal euer be praised, and therfor takithe ensaumple to lyue 
clenly and honestly as thei dede. And also y witt declare you 
sum euett women that were diuerse and cruelt, tJie wbicli made 
and hadd euefl ende, to that euteut that ye may take hede by 28 
hem to kepe you from the eueH, that ye fait not June. 
CHAPTEE XXXIX— XLVL 
[The Example of Eve.] 
He furat enanumple of ouelt ' and synne, wberethorugh 
the dethe ya entered in to this worlde, hit come 3 
of Eue, oure furst moder, that lytcit kept the 
' JIS. " well." 



>pi«i> r I 1 



comftimdement of Oud, nor toke none licde of tbe wor- w 
shippe that Gud hatLe Bette her inne. For God had «' 
made her lady of alt thingea under heuene bering lyff wi 
5 shutde obeye atte her wylt. b 



^ 4 on erthe, And tliat att thin 

And yef she hadde not fatl in the synue to breke the comaunde- ir she had no 



t of God, there hadde be n 






1 water, beeat on erth, c 



e of tlie diBobeysaunce. 

E the fiirsfe woman sjnned,Ti 

re thcrof by good doetrinea "i 



bridde in the eyre, hut they shulde haue bene alt in thaii-e a- 

5 obeysaunco to haue demened hem atte her lust withoute ani ^ 
obstacle. And Ehe shulde iiaue brought fuHhe her children " 
witb-oute payne or peritt. And she shulde neuer haue thrust, '' 
uor hunger, colde, hete, nor trauayle, siknesse, heuyuesee in "' 

a herte, nor worldly dethe, nor no water ahulde drenohe her, nor J|J 
(jre brenne her, nor uo thinge hurt her. And therfor takitlie ' 
hede how one ajnoc puttithe her oute of bo higt a worahipe, a 
ease, and blisee of loue into this sei'*uage and bondage as we oi 

6 he in, for she lost att worships, richesse, ese, and blysae, and the ■ 
oheiaaunce of alt thinges, for the a 
Now doughtres take hede wher 
to that eutent that ye may he 

ensaumples. And one of the furst causes of synne that Eue Oi 
e, was for ahe toke aqucintaunce lightly of the serpent, and ht 
berkeuinge to her lai>g3ge, that made her fait in apeche with <^ 
her, the whiche she dede of mys. For atte the fiirst she shulde 
i^ not haue take no aqueintaunce nor to haue herkeued to her 
apeche, and thanne ahe hadd' sconifit the serjient atte the 
furst. And theribr her lewde aqueintaunce and herkenynge 
B harme. And (herfor, faire doughtres, it is not good to ti 
8 herkyn and take aodeyiie aqueintaunce that bathe the herte of '"i 
iaire apeche, for sum tyme her speche is deseyuable and venemoua, |" 
by the whiche je miffht cache grete blame and shame. And bo "' 
: serpent auiaed her tyme, wiianne Eue was from her hushoude ^ 
,9 alone, to that eutent that ehe iiiigiit haue heter leyser to shewe *-'^ 
and to aaye to ber false deaeiuahle langage. And therfor, y|| 
donghtrea, it is not good to a woman to be founde alone with a ^"J 
1, but yef it be with her huabonde. But y saie not but that bIi 
aen ehulde do worshippe to hem that is worlhi to haue it. tie 



WOMliS SHOULD CONSULT THEIR I 



And also a woman puttithe lier woi'shipe iu lialaiice to anauere 
and speke to inoi^he ; for one words dmuithe an otlitv in, and 



tliaune tliere uiiiy scajie Bum words 
harme, And ebe may be ecorued i 
the 'secounde foly that Eue dede 
lightely witb-oute betbenkinge ber, 
liltDease of a serpent asked wLy sbe 
of tbe fruit of the 
aud she, wJtb-oTite 



that after may tui'iie to 
ad moclted theifor, For 4 
ffas, for she aiisaered to 
rbaniie tbe denett in tbe 
lid her husboade ete not 
of lyff as they ete of tbe other fruiten, 8 
nsnile of her husbonde, helde with hyni 



talkiuge, wbiclie tinned her to myscheef that she ansnei'ed, for 
lenrawM the ansuere longed to ber husbonde, aud not to her, to deuise 
lUHbuid what fruit they abuld" efe. Aud tberfor ahe might bane saide, la 

" Aske myn husbonde that questyon and not me," aud thus she 
ttote nngbt hftue discbaz^ed her of her ansuere. Aud tlie[r]for, faiie 
Id nnt doughtrea, takithe ensaumple yef anv rer[tiere you of foly of ani 
II* g th ge that toucl tbe youre wo sh pi e e ay saye e R wete '6 
1 ds of jou e h boule what be it suje that je au ue e 1 yn 
uiun Ai d y wolde tl at je knew the ensaunplo of a ladj tb t the 
nsmsdepn ce of Aju le ejuired of folj loue the vhicT vlaneie 
tto 1 adde aft [raed ansue ed that ahe wolde wete be hu bo dea o 
iDJiiBt d w It and ge e liy n an ansue e A d 1 e aa v thit and lete b 
l^^ be a d eu r spake no to be of tl at le Aud tie 
ihu pr uce tol le to aH the peple that he was one of the p fit good 
t p vomen of att 1 ys lotide aud tl ub tbe lady gate 1 ei moche 34 

wo Hh pe that she ansa red so tbe p ince Aud bo aught 
ue good na to lete her bu bonde a suere a d not they 
, drf The tb dde folj that Eue dede ft as rhan si e be-tho jht 1 er 
I k not a g! t of tbe 1 f nee tl at God bad made to h husbonde 8 
?™h an! her For Go 11 ads dehen yef tl it the ete of tbe fru t 
F 96 ll at they si IT *deje and tb -fo banne abe a sue ed a d 
h d tolde not tbe se pent the pi ne troutl e b t ta de j ef e ete of 
ni. this fruit perauenture we bIiuH deye," and tbuB sbe putte 3* 
iiddie;" condiciou iu ber ansuere, but oure Lorde pntta tber inue no 
ay condlcion, uor uo perauenture. But that worde that sbe saide, 
""■" perauenture, made the denett to take fote to tetupte her, and 

enhaided hym to speke to lier, as tliey that berktn men wbanne 36 
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tbey praie hem of foly; for Let herkeninge they yeue hc-m corage 

to Bpeke to hem further, aa Eue lieikened the ftnde tliat eaide, Aodihcigrii 

Bald ' ' yt BhftU 

"ye may wel e(e therof, and ye shalt not deye, but ye aliaH benoidio, 

4 as fairs as God,' and yc sliatl knowe botlie good and eueR; b^tb8B^llllJ■ 
and the cause is that he hathe defended you the etynge of the 
fruit is for ye shulde not be as faire, clere, sliynimg, bright, "ndaainighiiF 
puiesaunt, and as mighti as he." And thus Eue wcnde he had 

8 Eaide sothe, and leued hym for couetiae aiid faire speche. And 
60 done these folisahe women, that beleuithe these fala flnteres Thm do 
and iangelers that counsailithe hem to foly with her fjiire speche, J|['^'^''^" 
and be-hest her the whiche they holds not, uotwithstondinge sum H""*""! 

t tyme they makithe hem with thaire faire Bpeche consent to foly ana^Her 
delyte, and afler tliey finde hem self deseyued, for whanne they «'«=* Je- 
hflue had her witl, they leue hem shamed and defamed sham- "^ft i" »i>™^ 
fully. The fourthe foly of Eue was her foly eight, and lokyng tiiefunrtii 
i l6 that ehe kyst on the tree and finiit of Ijff, the whiche God had wm to luuk 
defended her, tjie whiche fruit her thought faire and delycious; ihpiree, 
and thorugli h«r light loke s^he desired and was tempted to 
ete therof. And thus for her lewde * and light lokiiige she "J'',';^^' 

o fell into foule plesaiince and synne. And t'lerfor it is gret »■"! hj lonti. 
perile to loke lyghtly; for the wise man saithe that the mofct"'". 
enemy that a man hathe is the sight of the yee, the whiche hane 
decoyued mani with taia leude lokiuge ; for there is mani that 

4lokith soberly, stedfastly, and niildely in her fals lokea, that 
len wenen that thei he fiitl of thought for distresEe of loue, 
and it is done hut to make a fals semblaunt to deseyue hen). 
And therfor, douahters, here is an ensaumple to be ware ofThi"'"™ 
B']8 lokeB, for many a tyme folke be deceiued there-by. For whanne t'C'™« >;( 
the deueR of hett findithe folke io-nederes with suclie folisshe "''"f," ,"" , 

" devil UDiiit- 

fa!s lokes, he temptithe and enflamithe, and makithe hem to '"^J^ 

fiiH in the foule orible synue of lechery, thorugli whiche the J fur iiis rfn 

a leee bothe body and soule. And so ye may see that this Bynne cometh ot 

comithe of the lewde lokinge, of the whiche y wohle ye knew of wIiLch 

J J klngllB'Wii 

the ensaumple of king Dauid, that for a leude look that he kiste vi siauipie ; 
on Barsaba, Vriis wyff, he felt into auowtry and foruicacion with fumccaiion 
6 her ; and after lie fell into man slaughter, for he made sice her jiiauKiiur, 
' MS. " good." 



I 
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husbonde Vri ; for the whiche Goi! tole gi-et wratthe and uen- 

geaunce on hym and hia pepit), and att tlie caase of the 

■nd all from begynninge was of a leude loke, as hit fett by Eue, that 

thorugt her loke she fett into the foule and oiible sjnne lo 4 
ThrouBii breke Qoddea comaundement, thomgli the whiche idl the 
*'"^r"^ worlde and her oF-spring was dede, and lost, and dampned. 
Tbwefow And therfor, doughtres, be ware of youre lokee, whereon ye 
»h.i>cioofc. Bette hem stedfastly. The fift]ie foly of Eue was whanne she 8 
•[Pol, 20. touched the fruyte 'that God had defended, for the whiche she 
ofEvuwM lif^d be heter that elie hadde hadde none hondes. It ia a grtt 
iniit; "^ ' periR after ye loke, for whanne that two vices be sette one 

euelt delite, ghidly they bringe her maister into temptacion. u 
tuonrfomno- And therfor the wise man saithe that no thiuge shnlde be 
h^ouchod touched that may hurte the Bonle ; fur leude touohinge and 
hurt tho .mil. jiandeiyng Bteritfi and chofithe the fleeahe and the body, and 

blindjthe reson that shnlde goueine alt, and makithe llianne 16 
foike fatt into orible ayune of Inxurie. And the wise man 
AmauihDuidsaithe that a man shnlde Soke on his houdea and bethenke 
tiirice i«rore hym thfies or he touched ani thinge, to that entent that he 
•DyUiiiig, ahulde know that he wolde not touche no thiuge that shuldo 10 
Btere hym to synne ; for the tonohinge with honde and mouthe, 
as kessiage, aferithe the blode and trobelithe the drede of God 
tor much siD and the worahippe of (his wovlde. And therfor moche fyiiue and 
come, from foly is faH by touchinge and handelinge, as it fett by Ene, 14 
honiiang. onre furst moder, that touched the fruit of lyff. The siste 
wiy of Ev* foly that Eue dede was she ete the fruit the whiche God had 
o^'iSi'f' defended lier; And for that dede we were deliuered att to the 
biddeo har. pajTie of dethe of bett, and straunged from gret ioye and blisae. "8 
For the whiche fotyus dede, there is fall bo moche sorw, payne, 
and woo, as ye may see by holy writte ; And how God bathe 
and witt ponisshe them that etithe snche dtlycioua metes and 
drinkea, with the whiche they norieslie the flesahe and the 31 
cai-youne of the body, thomgli the whiche also la gendered ese, 
reefe, and bete, and steringe of the foule delite of lechery and 
•tFoi.20. other aynncB. Whi takithe thei not hede *of Goddes powere 

pcpitt that deyetK for liungcr, tJiruate, and colde, of the jS 
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wltiche God wiH axae hem acompte at the di'eilfuR day. And 
wetithe wett that syjine is not all in moche etinge, but in 
the delite of sauour of the mete. And aa the wjse eaieth, the raBihifeth 

■' ' under the 

4dethe lyeth under the delites, as the fyashe that takithe hia dehgnidf 
bayte upon an hoke. And he wenithe no thinge iu it but mete, |^''^,'^' 
and it is an holie whithe tatithe hym, and sleithe hjm, and [."J^""* 
is hie dethc. And aa the yen) m and poyaum ys yeaeu under 

S colonre of mete and diiiilie, the whiche sleithe tlie man ; and 
thorugh the sauour that is take of delite of the delicioua metes 
the Boule Is perisahed and slayne by t!ie body, as the delite imtUieioBi 
of the apitt slow Eue oure furat moder, and turned to gret i"^- 
Bynne ; aa furste to lierkeu, and to tufee aodenly af[ueiutaunce, 
and to anauere, And after the lokinge and beholdinge, and 
thanne touchinge, and cussinge and saueriiige made of fuls delite 
that Eue dede to ete the apilt. The seueuthe foly of Eue was TiieieienBi 
■46 for be-canae that ahe beleued not that God saide to her that she w»notbe- 
shnUIe deye yef tliat she ete of the finit of Ijff, but he sayde not i""* "^ *' 
that she siiulde deye anone bodely dethe hut saide that she 
ahulde deyo And au dede ahe furat that was that the disohej ed 
to God and fett m his yre and indvgnacion And after ahe 
dejedhodely dethe that was wJian she had he longe m tiaiiaile 
And had aufTeied matii sornea aud [a}ues and nas of euett 
atte ease in this worlde as God bad pi imised her And atte 
14 the laste after her dethe she descended into hfH, aud there Art«r her 
ahe and her huaboud' *aiid all thane liff was Jii prison veto "snasii inw 
the tjme that God deied on the crosse that was V thounande cmI.i.j 
yere and more be-twene And thanne God dehoered hem and inp'r^nllrti 
thei that hadde serued hym in the olde lawe and toke oute the uniutbeunii 
good and lefte the euett, and took the corne and lefte the straw dssiii, 

brent. Alas ! whi thenke not tJiey that slepithe euer in "erTdc-*^ 
Bynne to this day to amende hem, not hope lyke a fole euer nii uho hnd 
to lyue, and to abide to his last einle to amende hjin 1 And may ihg^id iime. 
not they see the dethe that neighed hem from day to day, as Biatai ptoiSe 
dothe the theef that comith in atte the dore on the backe half, imand iii«!r 
aud robithe, and sleithe, and gothe his way, and no m n n wote >>ni) not hops 
vhanne he comiihe ayen ; anil after, the theef, whannc he hathe '""'' 
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i-obbed, he gotlie and comithe titt lie be spied, and tliaune la 
'B lake and etmyed. And so farithe it by the synnevs that euer 
lyuen iu eyaue from day to d^iy titt the detlie takitt hem, 
and thaiiue they knowe her synnes, as the theef dothe that can 4 
]iot kcpe liym from guyng and ooiiiyug, and delite bem iu 
' tkiflhe liR thei be taken and putte to dethe. And so it farithe 
I by the synner that gothe ofte to and from in his foule plesnuiice, 
and delited that his synne is aperceyued, knowe, and wist so fer 8 
forthe that thei lese ber wori^hippe, and be shamed and defamed, 
bothe of Ood and of bS the worlde. And therfor a womnu 
shulde leue on Goddes comaundemeutis, and do no thinge that 
he hathe defended, that is to sayc that no man nor woman 11 
. shulde do no dedly synne, nor to bieke her marriage, nor to 
do none avoutri, and eu«ri bodi aught to beleue that it is Goddea 
biddiiige. For who dotlie it nut witli-onte amendement thei 
be daaipned iu the brenniuge fyre of belle amonge the deueles ifi 
witlioiite mercy. The .viij. foly timt Eue dedc was whanne she 
lie gane her husbonde the apitt to ete, and praied and counselled 
hym to ete tlierof as she dede. And he toke and ete tlierof, 
for he wolde not disobeie hef, and tlierfur thti were botlie la 
danipned. And there lyue to be amonge the deuelles of 
huH iu prison and pain. And therfor a woman aught to 
be ware what she counsailithe her husbonde. And that she 
' bethenke her yef it be good or eueH what ende her couuaaile 1^ 
may turne. And also a man aught not ko moche to enclyne to 
bis wiff but that he shulde take hede whedir it were perett 
to do ber counsaile or not. For there be many women that 
" rechiu ncuer what fallithe of her counsayle so thaiie witt be 25 
PL fulfelled. For y know a man that loued liis wiff, and dede after 
her counsaile, for the whiche made hyra be alayne for his doing 
aftei' her, the whiche was the more harnie ; wlierfor it bad 
he beter that he had hndde lafse drede and beleued Iier, as 3^ 
Adam that beleued his wyff, the whiche was dethe aiid Tiidoyng 
jd to hym and her, and to us att. And therefor att good women 
aught to bethenke hem, for any foiuyng of her wytt, what 
couusayle they gcue to ber husbondes, that it tui'De not 36 
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after hem and her hiiBbondes to harme aud shame. For iimbiinrta 
and she he wyee, she 'nught to mesiire her thouglit whedir it -[PoI.bi, 
might turne to good or euelt; for she must haue parte with her (or» wnman 
f 4 hiishonde bothe of good and euett that fallithe, and therfor, tier K8iiiiu<i 
for ioue or hate tliat she nii^lit haue to atii body, she might be iinii evH. 
ware what she connsailithe hyra, as Eue dede ti)at wolde do 
euelt, that she shulde not haue couiisoiled her huahonde to do 

8 eneH. And therfor, here ia fto enfaumple; yef a body witt if P»'pi«'»'''i 
not don good hyni selff, as fastinge and other good dedeB, thei 'I^'"'^''*,"; 
shulde not counsiiile nor enhorte an other to do euett aud ajnue; ol'J^[I,e,iL 
for, yefthei do, theyare part eners in the syime that they couBsaile; 

111 that is to saye, thei takithe aud turiiithe fulke from her deuocion, 
fiirtinge, almesse, pilgrymage, sliewinge good enaaumple to do 
weR, and to fulfett Goddes comauii dementia and the werkea 
of mercy; they that lettitlie it be dampued. Aud therfor leta 
6 no body counaaile none other things that may be ayenst his 
BowIe, for, as it is Eaide before, he ehatt be parfable in the 
Bynna. The .ix. foly, and tlie last, that Eue dede was theThenini 
BretteBt, for whanne God asked her whi she had brolte his ""■■"'■ 
o comaiindement, aud made her hasbonde to synue, she heganue j^^J'^^ 
xcuee her, and saide that the serpent badd" counaailed bei" o'™'"' 
made her to do it. Aud so she wende to haue lytelyd her 
le, to hane charged an other, of the wliiche it semitlie God 
worst apiiied with her thanoe before ; for bc-cause God sayde 
that the bataile ebulde euer be betw^ene the 'deuett and her, for '[Pii. 
ihat she beleuid for to haue pareitt to God, and that ehe passed 
his comaundemeut, and that she beleued to do the deuelles 
|a8 byddinge more tlianue ids that made her, And for ahe deseyued 
ber huBbonde by lier euett counaaile, and that siie enforced 
her to excuse her of her misdede and synne, there was bataile 
be-twene God, man, woman, and the fende; for her escnsacion 

9 displeaed gretly God, as dothe by hem now a diiyes that con- nhirbsr 
feasithe hem to the preeat, the whiche is io Goddes stedc, that "><«• 
in sliryfte excuaithe bein and polysshitbe her synne. And they 
tett it not in as foule wise as they do it, Aud ar shamed to aaye | 

6 it, but the) be not Khamed to dn it ; And therfor thei be iyko / 






Eue fliat wolcle liaue excased Iier, But seint Paule saithe, wlio 
win be ck'nly wasslie and cletisid of Lis syune, lie mtiat tett 
his Bynne in iiB foiile wyse hb he dothe it, or e!ly3 lie is not 
cleiisyd of Lis pyiine. For Seint Peter saithe that, as a theef 4 
wol be gladde tliere as lie ja liidde, and not Iw wrayed of his 
thefte, nor that tliere is none that acusitlie hym, nor that tellitfi 
his dedea, so farithe it by the Eynnes, for they be gladde to reste 
in hem bi the deuellys ovdenaunce that wol kepe hem priuely 8 
and hide hem wifAoute [ilein confession and tellytige in what 
wiee they haue be done. Now wil y leue to speke of Ene oura 

). fuTBt moder, and how the fende tempered her and made her erre. 

■ And y wilt tett jou that no wiee woman aught to be huaty to is 
take uppu the new nouftlit^es of array and qiieyntys, as y herde 
*an holy man preche, and not longe sythe. And after y wiR tett 

*. you upon that matore of a knight that hadde .iij. wyffea. 

CHAPTER XLVn— XLIX, 
And after y wyH turne agayne to the tale and 1 6 
matere of eueH women, and of the good that holy 
writta praisith. 

I wol telle you of a sermon that an holy hiHshope made, that 
was a noble and a gret clerk, in the whiche sermon waa gret lo 
foyaun of ladyea aod gentilwomen, that were meruelously 
arraied in diueree and queint maners, and hadde higB hornea; 
the whiche the holy man beganue to reproue, and yene diuerae 
t cnsaumplea to make hem to he layde doun, as Noyis flode 14 
that stroied the world" for the pride and the disguysinge that 
was amonge women. And whanue the deuett sawe hem so 
disguysing and counterfe tinge hem, he made bem fatt into the 
foule synne of lechery, that <iitpleaed so moche oure Lorde, that j3 
he made it reyne foui-ti dayes and fourti nightea witbonte cesing, 
so that the water was hygher thanne ani thing on erthe or moun- 
tayne bi thehightheof tenciihites; and thanne alt the worlds waa 
drowned and perisshed, and there lefte hut Noye and his wyffsj 
and his iij Bonuea and her wyfes; and atl fell thomgli that 
foule Bynne of leclierye. And after, whanue the bisahope had 
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shewed these enaaumples with other, he saide that the women AVomeni 
that were so homed were lyche to be horned snailea and hertie wen like 
and Tnicomea. And also he saide hy men that wered to ■miL-umB, 

4 shorte gownea and shewed her hrechls, the whiche ia her shame. 
And so the man with his clothes, 'and the woman with her *[Fui.2ii. 
homes, mockithe God. And he saide f hey were like the hertys, 
that bare dowiie her hedcs in the ematt wode; For whanne when TiUnij. 
8 thei come to the chirche, and holy water be caste on hem, thei pie jo le 
howe downe the hede. " Y doute,''' saide tiie hisiioppe, " that the ^"'i""'."'',^ 
deuett sitte not between her homes, and that he make hem ['^''n,"^"'' 
bowe doun the hede for ferde of the holy water." And forsothe ^f "e holy" 

" he tolde hem mani meruailes, and hidde no thirge, nor of the """'" 
settinge of her tyre pjnnes and aray, unto that he had made 
niani of hem right heuy and sori. And they had so gret shame And manyof 
that they bowed her hedes to the erthe, and bidde hem selff "em away 

i6 reproued and mocked. And there was mani of hem that yede "tisiiBJ. 
home and neuer atyred hem in suche aiTay after. For he saide undpntoff 
that Buohe array was like the attercoppe that makithe his nettes aitire. 
to take the flyes or tliei be ware, so the deuett makithe hem 

la to be taken in synne with the lokinge and sight of her tyre, 
the whiche makithe hym to desire and dclite fonle plesaunce 
of the synne of lechery, as it is more pleinly contened in the 
boke that is cleped the Lyff of Faderes. And he saitho that they Those an 

H synned grctly that furat takithe these arrayea ; and he saithe "eirfloo 
that they that ar most hardy to do it ar most foles. And he 
saide that alt good women anght to he aferde to take ani saclie 
array titt it were take in alt the contrey, and that thei may 

»8 no lenger flee it foi' worhlely shotne, for thei that takilhe atiche 
arrayes furst shal he with God most blamed and hane lest 
plesaunce and woiahippe in heueue. And 'thus the bisshope "[F"! 2J. 
preched to hem diuerse ensaumples, and tolde hem an ensaumple 

3» of ij yonge women that wold e haue hasted hem toforeher felawes J^^J^^J;^^ 

towardefl a fest and a gret semble of lailies and gentilwomen, j^'f^n^JJ,"" 

to that entent that they and her new array and disguyaing flng'^ouij^ 

might be furst sayne atte tlie fest ; and theifor they yode oner ii?em a^ 

I g(i & mareyB for the nesst waye, but thei felt in the myre, and moms, and 
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fouled al her clothes and array, and were latter sittc the fest 
thnnae tJiei that held the high way the whiche had her niiay 
cleiie. And the cause of this ij womenia hjenge to the fesf 
waide waa kuowen, and how thei Bolde goo the shortest nay 4 
for to haue shewed furst her berctt and queint ariay, Aiid 
tlianne thei were mocked and Hcorntd of att folks for her 

I leudenesBe ; And follie saide that it was wel done that thei fell 
in the myre, for there bs suche that wenithe to auaunce hem that 8 
Lindeiitlie hem, for, had they holde the high waye and wered 
mene army, th^y had be as sone atte the fest as the other Indyes 
and geiitili women that come the high waye. AUo the 
prechour tolde hem that there be diuerse women that, and thei la 
see a lewde woman haue a nwe guyse, they wilt neuer leue 
cryeng on her husbundes vnto they bane the same, sayeng, " Whi 

« may not y haue Buche atiaye as wel as she ? am not y aa well 
horun as she 1 " but she tukithe none hede of her husbonde bathe 1$ 
wherwith to pay ftr it, or liethe in his. power to maintayna 
it. And thns, but she haue it, her husbonde shal neuer be in 
pees with her. And she wolde Dot take hede to abyde unto 
her neyghebouiea and good wise ladies and geiitilwomen haue 10 
ta'keii up the guyse or array that she woltT luiue. And also 
the bisshope tolde hem that for suche disguysiuge the worlde 
was peritshed with Noieys flode. Alto he toldo iiow there waa 

i, onis a gentiR woman that come to a fest so straungely atyred 14 
and queintly arraied, to haue the lokcs of the pepitl, that all 
that sawe her come ranne towardes her to wonder lik as on 
a wilile beste, for she was atyred with high long pjoines lyke 
a iehet, and so she was scorned of alt the company, and saide 18 
she bare a galous on her hede. And therfor it ia a gret foly 
for aui "woman to hriuge up ani iiewe nouelttes of arra.y ; for, 

" yef there he one that it plesithe, there ia twenty that is (here- 
with displesed, and ecornitbe and mockith it. And therfor the 33 
hisahope bade hem leue tlieae queintyseB, for it ia the synne 
of pi'ide, and engenderithe and kendelithe lechery, and of pride, 
for the whiche pride the auiigelea felt into hctt. And so it 
may happe they shutt that usen yt. .16 
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FAire doughfers, y woliie ye knew ai 
that had .iij. wifeB ; the wliiche k 
aud had aa heremyte to hya uncle, the whiche was an |;^^|™ " 
4 holy man of lyff. And as to this Itnightia fuvst wyff, she was 
a fftire lady and a goodly woman, and her husbonde loued her Hekivsihii 
merueylously well. Aud so it befeR that dethe, the whiche aH """i'l. '"S. 
takithe, tolie ber from her husbonde, tiiomgli the whiche he 
8 W88 a!-most dede for aorugh ; and he hadde none other comfort 
but to goo to hya brother the hereraite, and praied hym that weniioUi 
he wolde praie to God to yeue hym 'knowlage yef hia wyf . |toi, aai 
■ were saued or not, and that he might [wete] how it stode 
1 with her. And the holy loaa whiche had pitee of his neuew, 
eoi-ufult he yede into his chapelt, and praied God that he might who went « 
see in what place she was; and whanne he hud be longe in ami prajtd, 
hys praiera, he felt aslepe. And hyni aenied he saw seint tin he te![ 
|:i6 Michett and the deuelt that had her in a halaunce, and aitmB«irfon». 
her good deiles in the same balaunce, iind a deuett and alt her 
eueJt dedes in that otlier balaunce. And the moat thinge that 
greuid her waa her good and gay clothing, and furres of gi-ay me- agaiinther 
o niaere and letuse; and the deuett cried and sayde, " Seint Michel, ""^ f"". 
this woman had tenne diuerse gownes and aa mani cofea ; and 
thou woat welt Jesse mygtit haue auffiaed her after tlie lawe of 
God; andwith the valu of one ofher cotes or gownez there might with Hie cost 
I M huue be clothed .1. poure men and kept from colde in gownes "hich itiy 
of white or Kusaet. And also, with that that waa wasted of her P'«''' ^JT* 
clothes, she might haue clothed .ij. or .iij,, the whiche deied for 
colde." And whanne the deueft aawe her clothes, he ranne Theflevii 
1.38 and' toke hem, and caste hem in the balaunce with her euett rioth« anii 
dedea. And he toke alt her iuellys and rynges that was gcuen m»iiehar 
her hy gahiuntj'S forto haue had her to do foly, and also alt "^[j''^, 
the fal.-e langage that slie had saide in sclaundeiing other to 
f ji hringe hem oute of her good name ; and she dede neiier euett 
le but yt was brought thedyr and caste in t!ie balaunce with 
her euett dedes; and alt her good dedes were putte in that "* her gomi 
other balaunce with her selffj but for conclusyon her an-ay, he™"*" "is 
a6 gowiiea, luelles, rynggea, and *eueli dedes passed the good, and ■rFdi.32*, 
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weyed dowoe and ouercame lier good dedes. And tliere the 
deueH toke her, ftnd Imre her away, and putte her clothes and 
aray brenDyng in the Bawme on her with the fire of heH, and 
kist her dotine into the pitte of hell ; and the pore aoule cried, 4 
and made moche sorugh and pite, but it botcd not. And 
thanne for ferde the heremite awaked, and tolde the knight bia 
neuew of his nuiaion; aud hade hym tuke and go aeH anone 
alt her clothes, and with the syluer to beye clothe to clothe poie 8 
men, and to departe yt amonge hem. 
\ Fter the knight waa wedded to another wiff, and he and the 
3 wiff leued togedre .v. yei-e, and after she deyed. 
wherfor he made as moche sorw, or more, as he dede for the fnrst ' » 
wiff; and thanne he yode ayen to the crmyte his uncle to wete 
bow it atode with her, ae he woat how it stode with the furst 
IS wyfF, And so the holy man the Eremyte praied to God that • 
i«ion, he might haue knnwiage how it stode with her. And anone by 16 
■"■7. reuelncion ahe was sjieued hym there ahe waa in pnrgal^ri, and 
that Bhe shulde be saued, but she shulde abide in the brennyng 
luirfred fei-e an hundred yere, forto dense her of sertwne fauutea that 

she had done In her mariage ; for she had lete a squier lye bi ao 
r her, and brake her mariage, notwilhstondinge she hadde ofte be 

ahriue therof ; and yef she had not, ahe had lie dampned. And 
thanne the Ermyte tolde bia brother the knight that hys aecouade 
di. S3, vjyf was aaaed, of the whiche the knight was iuyfuH. * Here »4 
leiiri ye may take hede that for one syniie that she moat be bo longe 
ena\ty in the breiining fyre of purgatorie. But it might be as the holy 
ermyte aaide, that the aquier and ahe hadde done the synnea to- 
gedie .X. or .xij. tymes, and, notwithsfonding confeasion, the! that 18 
do it, for euery dede thei ahatt he .vij. yeere in the hrenning fire 
of purgatori ; for that fire dothe but purge and clense on aiiifiitt 
buiQneiin. delite. And thus ye may see what ahe hadde for her synne. 

And yet ahe hadde not do it with no wedded man, nor preest, ja 
mouke, nor fi-ere ; and tlie squier had not gendered on her 
no childe, the whiche synne wolde haue hadde gretter peyne tbaM 
FUw iieMghd that ahe dede. And therfor, faire donghtrea, here ye may eee 
bougiii wiUi that I'ala delite ia atte the last dere bought with payjie. Aud 36 
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also that it is synnc to haue so tnnii! diuerEs clothes, and to do 

J moche coste to pare the foule body to haue the lokes and 

plesnuuce of the worlde, tlie whidie, as it ys aforesaid, cauaithe to 

1 4 fatt into pride and into lechery, Ihe whidie is .ij. of the ayniiea 

tiiat God batitbe moat. And takithe hede of the knightis furst 

wyff, how she was loste and dampiied for her array ; for there be 

mani women in the worlde that witt haue a gowne of -iiij-^'. or 

8 vj"* scutis, that wolde be futl Bori to yeue a scute to a pore man 

to beye hym with a poure cote to kepe hym from colde. And 

tberfor they that haue suche aiTay ar like and sbatt ansuere onis ; 

but a good womaD shulde an^aie her after her huebondes puaaunce 

^^^^^i and hers, and in suche wise as it might endure and be * mein- < 

^^^^k teyned. And yet kepe sum for to departe for the loue of God, i 

^^^B the wbicb may helpe her forto haue clothinge in that other 

worlde, as dede the holy women that were aeintia, that gaue awey 

i6 ber array for Goddea snke, 

1 Fter, the same knight toke anottier wiff, the whiche was the 

L\ thridde, and thcyleued longe togedre.and atte the laste she 

deyed ; and whanue she was dede, he toke sacbe a Borw for 

ao lier Uiat unneth the knight might leue. And thaiiue be yede to his 

Ivncle the Ermite to praie hym to wele how it stode with hys laste 
thridde wifT: and the holi man lay in bia praieres and fel aslepe. 
And an aungeli shewed hym the payne and the turment that 
was made to suffre and enduie, the cause why for he sawe perfitiy, 
how a deuett helde ber bi the tresses of the here of her hede, 
like as a lyon holditbe bis praie, in suche wise as she might not 
with her bede reraoue ; and the same deueH piitte and tbroste Tiie t 
in her browes, temples, and furhede, hdtc Ijrenniiige alles and hrah 
Dedelea, into the brayne ; and the pouro woman cri*d atte eueri noedii 
tyme that he threste in alle or neditf, the whiche was brenninge. 
And the Eniiyte aekcd tlie aungeti wlii the feude dede her suffre 
that peyne. And the aungell saide, for because she hadde, whanne toaia 
she was on lyue, plutked her browea, front, and forebed, to haue tha hi 
e here, to make her selff the fayrer to the plesinge of tlie h™*- 
; wherfor.ineuery bole that ber here bathe be plucked cute, 
I euery day onia the deuett tbrustilS in a brennynge alle or n 
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■ [Pol. 23i(. iieiliH into the iirayne, *And after that the deuett had mnde 
her suffre tlio gi'et peyuea, the whicti dured longe, another 
deuett come, with gret shst'pe foule hideous tethe and cluwea, and 
AnflBBoiher enflftumed her face with brenning piche, oyle, terre, grece, and 4 
herfacewiiL boyling lede, Bnd ferde eu horribljwith her, that the Ermita 
Bndtiir, tremeled and was almost oute of his witte for ferde. Aod the 
aungett comforted hyra, and saide thnt lie be uot aferde, for she 
hadde wei deserued the payne, witli more ; and the Ermite asked g 
h«9UKpiie whi. The aungett ahsuereJ, for whaune she was on lyue she 
H. plucked, popped, and pciiitedhor uisage,fortoplese the sight of tlie 

worlde, the whiche dede is one of tte synnes tliat displeses roost 
God ; and that ia a synne of pride that drawithe after hym the 1 
synue of lechery, for the whiche Noieys flode come and stroyed 
att the world"; for of »S thinge it displesithe most the creatoure 
that wiH yeue hym-self other beauute thanne nature bathe 
peopiaihoiihi geueu bym. Whi suffisithe it not that God bathe formed man n 
bEasOuii and woman after bys owue ehap*, in the whiche the aungeleB bo 
luoohe delititb hem, for ioye to see God in the uisage 1 For, and 
God wolde, bym neditb not to baue made hem womeU; but dome 
wiiyds bestis or Ferpentis. Aliis ! whi take women none bede of tbe 31 

womeqlrr '^ 

M mahe gret louB that God hatbe yeue hem to miike heni after hys 
oihi.rnias figure ! aud whi popithe they, and paintithe, and pluctithe her 
BiHde ihem; n.Jaage, other-wise thanne God hatbe ordeined bera ? And therfor 

the aungett saide it was but litett meniaile though tbis lady, j, 

"[Fiji. 23*. for her poppinge and peintynge, suffre 'tbia payne. And the 

Bungel bade tbe ermite goo see the uieage of t)ie body that waa 

dede, "and ye ebatt see tliat it ys hideous and ferdfutt." Aud 

the Ennite a&ked the aungett yef she shulde be longe in turment. 21 

Andjhewos And be Baide she shulde be thereinne a thousaude yere and 

iiiouaund more, but the terme other-wise he wolde not tett. And the 

more. fende alweye wolde smere her in the face with the brennynge 

picbe, giete, oyle, lede, and terre. And the pore eoule dyd crye 3; 
Andiha and curse the tyme that euer ^he was made or born. And for 
sniiiuidiJia (he fere that the Ermite hadde, he Bterte and waked oute of his 

kulghl what 

b« bid wen. auisyon, and come to the knight, and tolde hyra att that he had 

sain. Aud the knight vraa abasshed, and yode to see the body 3( 



STOllY OP A LADY WHO PAINTtD IIKR i'ACE. 

that was not beryed. Aiid he sawe his wiffes face so blaclse, A 
horible, and liideous, that it was wonder tliiuge to see; wlier- ", 
thorugfi lie beleued the Ermytes wordes were true. And bo the " 

4 kniglit had gret abhominacyon and ferde at the last worde, and 
wered the hayre the tuysday and the fryday, and gaue the thridde »' 
parte of hya good for Goddea aakc ; and he used holy lyff fi-om p 
that tyme forwarde, and lefte the bobauace of the worlde for ferde ^ 

18 of the eight of his wyff, that he sawe so orible for her poppyng, ]|| 
plaukyng, and paintyuge of her uisage. And also he remembered 
hym of stt that his uncle the holy Ermite had tolde hym by hys 
other wifFes. 



[CHAPTEK LIII] 
2 [Of a lady who was punished for painting herBelf.] 

TO confenne tiieee enaaumiiles, doughtres, y will tett you a oi 
tale that was totde me of a iady that y kiiewe, tliut folke f»' 
*saide ahe popped and farded her. And' y sawe hym that • 
i6 folke saide that toke hei the thinge that she dite ao her Belff with. 
And a gret whih she was a lady of gret auctorite, woraliipped m 
and [made] moche of. And she had aum tyme more thamie an 
^^ gownes but atte the laste endyng of her lyff she had lasse, sra 
© for her lor le lej e I and she had ot he w tA to su te el er |iu 
aatate and e. nje and she deyed a poue -tee Ai d wl anne she ai 
,s dede y 1 a e herde sa e that her u s ge be onie o 1 deous, b,i 
and n suche a foule w se that no n an of na m j,ht k ow iiu 
4 tl at e er si e 1 ad uisage no that no body ost vhat tl nge it Ik 
i 1 ke tl e e her u sa^e sh Ide haue b n tl t no bodj wyst 
what t was nor none n j,ht e dure to loke th ron fo ob bcl- 
nesse And y up| ose and so lede othe that Uod gaue on her ai 
* that eneaumi le and p n as n io be an e he p pped pa uted, »n 
plucked and far[d]ed her hede W h rfo f re dou^ht es tak the <"s 
enaaumple, and holde it in youre herte that ye putte no thinge p" 
1 -to poppe, painte, and fayre youre uiai^ee, the whiche is made "" 
* " And " repeated in MH. ' Fr. le farileinent de la paintviM. 



OF LADIES WHO DYED THEIR HAIR IN WISE, 



oiribeirh 

had wmhi 
Id >lue a 



after Goddts ymage, otLer wise tiianne ycyiir creatoare and nature 

hathe ordeined ; and that ye plucke no browea, nother templiB, 

nor forlied; and also that ye wasslie not the here of youre hede 

in none other thinge but in lye and vfater. i'or ye ehaB finde 4 

' of mimcleB that hathe be done' in the chirthe of oure lady of 

:h Bochniadame, diuei'se tresses of ladies and grntill women that 

)'• had be waeshe in wyne and In other thingea forto mate Uie here 

' of eoloure otber wise thanne God made it, "the whiche ladiea 8 

and gentil women that aught the tresses were comynge thedir- 
* ward' on pilgrimage, but they may neuer haue pouere to come 
withinue tbe chirchc doie unto the tyme that thei hadde cutte 
1 of the tresses of ber here, the whiche is hanged there afore- the 11 
. yniage of oure lady ; and tbia is trewe and thiiige proued, as 
BT diueree that haue hen there sayeu. And thia was a gret loue 
of oure lady, that she wolde late thiike ladyes and gentyl women 
that anght that here, bane that knowlage, that it was for that 16 
Byime that tliey might not come into the chirclie, and that she 
wolde not late hem reyne euer in that synne, to be loste perdu- 
rubly, but sbe wolde thei woste wherein they folied, and that 
at they might amende hem, and bring hem oute of the weye of 90 
dampnation. And therfor, doughtres, takitbe here youre myiTOur 
and ensaumple to leue all suche lewde folyes and counterfeting, 
poppinge, and peintinge. And [it] engenderithe pride and 
lecherye thorugh att the woride, the whiche was stroyed saue a+ 
.viij. persones for that bonible ejutie of lechery. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

[Of Lot's wife.] 

Iwol telle you an ensaumple of .viij. citees that sanke to holt, 
and that ivss brent for that orihle synne. Also the citee of j8 
VecgeB' in Bretayne in the biashopriobe of Nauntea, the 
wbicbe Eankefor aycne of pride and lecherye. And also the citee 
■ " done " repeatijU in MS, ' or Voujjca. 



OF THE C'ETIES THAT SANK TO HELL. 



of Sodom auil Gomei', of the whiclie Lotli was saued, aud Lis wyff 
and his iij doughtres. And also other .v. Citees, the whicbe 
God made brennc with the fire of tha aulphiire. And att *tliei * 
4 that were thei'eione were brent and sanke to heH, and the 
cause was for they vsed the uclel'ult synne of kcherye, the b«Ba« i>r 
whiche Btinkithe and crompithe vnto lieuene, and niiat.ornithe 'Khsfyi 
the ordi'e of nature. And thus the .viij. Citeez were sonken aad 
8 brent fur hecaiise of her foule brenniuge lechery done in hem 
ayenst nature ; for tbey kepte therinne nother lawe ne reson uor 
order of nafure ; aud as her bcrtia were brennyng in that foule 
Bynne, bo with sulfur oure Lorde made brenne hem, the whiche is *h:ch bui 
II one of the most stinkiiige fires of the worlds. Andin this the {]|jP^P||; 
vengeaunce of God was sheued hem for this synne. Aud tlierfor 2^^''' 
liere is an ensaumple how folks ahulde kepe hem from suche 
_ lustes of the flesshe that it ye ordeJned by ordre of muriage, the 
i6 whiche ya the coniaundement of God and the cbirehe. Aud 

whanne Looth and hya wyff and liia iij doughteis were gone Lot indh 
oute of the Citee of Gomer by the comauudenient o£ God, and daughten 

■' ' _ HvnlMt 

bade that they ahulde neut-r turne nor loke ageyn, Loothia wifff™" 
o was not wise to kepc the comaundeineut (>f God, but ahe ioked 
ageine, and aawe the towue and the pcpilt, aud she turned to a but hii ni 
stooe, the wbiche is aignificadon of hem tJiat God deiiuerithe "id ■™s 
oufe of pciitt aud aynue, the wliiche turnithe nyen therlo into »wn», 

L 34 the waye of dampuacion, that is to meue, that they that be cou- 

feaaion ai'e clensed and repented, and beden that they shulde not like Huh* 
loke bakwarde ayenne to do synne, and they do it, and turne conieition 
ay en, fare as Lootbis wyf, that luked bacwarde aud became a"''"- 

f »S alone oi- not, aa dcde ahe that brake * Goddea comaundement. 



D 



Ougbtrea, y wolde ye km 



mpleof aladytliat left' . 



H.J 



her lorde, the which waa a goodly knight, and yede awey " 
with a monkc. And bo her brother yede aff er, aud sought 



[ ja her so longe tilt thci fonde her and the nionke lycng togederea. ^■""'•f 
And they toke a knyfP, and cutte awey the moiikea atones, and'"""*"" 
keat hem iu dii^pite atte her uiange, aud made her ete hem. 
Aad after they toke a gret sacke, and putte her aud the moiike Jpf^ll^^ 



72 



LOTS 



SCEST WITH HIS DAUGHTEKS. 



monk id a thereiiiiie, with mani gret stoiiea wi'lA them, and kiste hem in-to 

ana threw the ryuer, anJ droiined hem, and thus they made thaire eiide 

rt«f»|^ of that ibule sjnne that Ihey were iiine; for gladly euelt lyff 

them. hnthe euett euile. 4 









CHAPTER LV. 
[Of Iiot'B daughters.] 

YEt y wol teR you an ensaumple upon this orible synne 
of lechery, of Iioothia .ij, doughties, and how the deueH 
tempted hem in synne ayenet nature. They sawe her fader B 
lye naked, withoute any breche, and thei were bothe tempted to 
haue tiesshely to do with her fader. And thus tliat one doughter 
discoucred her to that other, and that one connaailed to make 
hym gret chere tyl he were dronke, and thanne they two goo to 1; 
bedde to hym, and so thei dcde, and made hym to dele with hem 
flesshely. And he had thus the maydeiihode of hia owne ij 
doughterea, And tiierfor seith and lakithe hede what peril! 
is to synne in glotenie, as dede Looth, tliorugh the whiche he wirt u 
not what he dede with hia doughtres, not withstood inge be 
begate hem bothe with childe that night,' [and had" two sones, 
the oue named Moah, and the other was called Araon, of whiche 
two Bones cam first the paynyms and' the fala lawe, and many 31 
euyla; and sorowe cam by that synne. And men saie they were 
bycorae passynge pronde after the transfonnacion of their moder, 
and that all their entent was to coyntyse and arraye them self; 
whiche caused the deuyll fyrst to lempte them lygTitlyer, and the 3. 
sooner he brought them to that fowle synne of lechery. I wold 
alao ye coulhe, and well hadde withold within youre Ihougbtes, 
fhexample of the fowle damoyael, the whiche, for a hood that a 
knyght gaf her, she dyde boo moche by eertayne yeftes and pro- 3I 
messes that her lady dyd his wylle, and made her to be diffamed 
and dishonoured, wherof grete mescliyef befelle. For a seruaunt 

' A leaf is here wanting in the MS., and I liave besn obliged to supply 
the lacuna from CKi6on'fl varying tnnelatioii, ago. e. 5. bk. >t top, but 
neglecting hia puuBe-bon and eome of hia capitals. The M3. catobworil ia 



P THE StAlD WHO COUNSELLED HER LADV TO SIN, 



tif liei; lord, wTiicbe of yougth he hadde brongtt vp and norysshed, 
moulie 



percByued tym of it and told it to liis lord, i 



that \m 

Boone after lie toke & fond the Itnyjt with Tiis wjf ; lie kylde 
[■4bjni, and dyde his wyf to be mewred and piitte in pryson per- nhi 
petuel nhereas she dejde m giete sorofte and langoure lt»"^ 
happmj ones or she was dede that her lord came forth by the 
pryson wheie she hiis iii He thenne stood ttyll and harked 
[ S what ehe laid and the soroued sore and cursid hei that had aii< 
mceyled hei so to doo And thenne he sent one to wete what ="" 
■was she that so had counceyled her. And she aaide how it was 
her damoisell. The lord made her come tofore hym, and cow- 
1 Tnaunded and straytly charged her that she sholde say trouthe. 
And at the last she confessed that she was cause of her mescfiyef, ""^ 
and that she had counceyled her, & for her labonre she had of "" 
the knyght a hoode. And thenne the lord saide, "For a lytel ''" 
i6 thynge ye hane vndo yow, and baue be to me traitresse ; and 
therfore I iuge and gyue sentence that the hood and the neck '^^ 
le bothe cutte togeder." And soo was her lugement. P" 

Now maye ye see how good is to take with hjm good companye, th. 
faa and in his sernyse good and Irewe seinaimtes, that he not blamed tmi 
of no man lyuynge. Tor the saide damoysell was not wyse. And 
therfore good is to take wyse seruauntes, and not fooles. For 
fooles and shrewd sernauntes he sooner brought to doo sonune 
04 euylle, and to gyue euylle counceyllo to their lorde or lady, than 
other ; as djde the two dougTiters of Lothe one " to other, and '^ ' 
tlie same damoysel whiche had' and receyited' tlie gwerdon of her 



[CHAPTER LVI.] 



I Of the doughter of lacob that was depuceled or her 
maydenhode taken fto her. Capitulo Ivj, 



Shalle telle you another example of tlie dougliter of lacob, j»rob-« 
■ whiche for lyghtueB and lolyte of herte lefte the hous ofusiiinBs. 



Tin; EVILS THAT GlilLS 



lier fader and of her bretlieren, fur to goo aud Bee tlic atouro or 
, aray of the wymmeu of another laude, AVherfore hit happed that 
Sychem, the none of Amor, which waa a grete lord in that loude, 
' sawe her so fuire that he coueyt«d her, and prayd her of loue, in 4 
r HO moche he took fro lier her maydeuliode. & thenne when hitr 
" twelue hretheren wyate aiid kuewa of hit, come thyder and slcwe 
°'hym, and aliio the mooat parte of his lygnage, and of liis folke, 

for the ahame that they hwd of their auster that so had be B 
56 dopuceld or defowled. Now loke ye and see, how by a foolyashe 
woman cometh niany euyllia & domagea ; for by her yongthe 
and by her iyglit courage waa made grete occysion and shedyng« 
of bloode. Aa it fortuned and happed by a dougtter of a kyag '*- 
of Grece, whiche by her foolysah loue acoynted her of the aoiie 
of an erle of that countre, Whcrfore the kyngs made hjm werre, 
duryag the wtieh more than a thousaude men were alayn. 
And yet badde the werre longer lasted, when the kyngea broder, '6 
whiche was a wyec man, come to tlic kynge, and saide to hym, 
" Syre," quod he, " I merueyle moche that, only for the sport 
and delyte of yourc doughter, ao many good knyghtes ben lost, 
& alao y> many good men. It were better that neuer she hodde lo 
be borne/' Tlie kynge thenne aaide, " Ye eaye trouthe." And 
anone he made hia doughter to be take, by wliiche the meachyef 
was bygonne, and made hef to be hewen in snial pyeces. And 
thenne before all he aaid, that wel right it waa tliat she sTiolUe be n 
BO dctrenchid by whome so many had bea heweu and elayn. 



[CHAPTER LVII.] 

Of Thamar that hadde companye with hir husbondes ^ 
fadre. Capitulo Jvij, 

T»qiar,iiiiimt T Wylle that ye here thexample of Thamar, whiche wiia wyf to aS 

' -*- Henam, that was aone of luda, aone of lacob, & broder 
•[Onion, "to Joseph. This Henam was yrous and felon, and'of euyl lyf, of 
Hdngtbe whiche I wylle not say moche nor al, bycanse God wold tliut be 
dnii!"* ' dtyd sodeuly and pytoualy. And aa TLamai- aawe, tliat of her 3; 



I 



F THE EVIL OF BASTARD KINGS. 



lord she myTit liaue no lygnage, sHe bethought her tbat the fuder 
of lier lord shol J yet eugendre & gete chiidrew wel, ami that she 
waB BOt barayn, and coueyted'and desyred'to haue his flesshely 
4 compauye, whiehe waa ageynst the lawe. NeuerthdeB, so moche 
she dide that she cam hy uyght la bis ChRmbre,and leid her with in: 
tyjn, and, as I wene, she conceyueJ of hym two Children, of an 
whiche the one was named Phares, and the other had to name 
8 Zaraiu. Wherfor many triljulacions and euylls befelle after^vard'. "^ 
For the children that hen not of trewe maiyage, they be they by '" 
whome the grete herytages and Auucestri hen loate. "Wherof I 
shalle telle you an Ensample of a Jiynge of Naples, as it is 

^12 conteynecFin the Cronycles of that iond. There was sonityme a A 
queue of that Iond, whithe clenly ne truly kepte her body toward" '•" 
her lorcT, in eo moche she gate a sone by another than her lord, b^ 
It befelle afterward, that this Bone was made kynge of the Iond »" 

|i6 after the dethe of the kynge. This newe kynge was paaaynge 
pi'owde, and loued uot hia lordia ne barons, hut was to them full 
hard? and felon ; & also to al his comyns he was vnresonahle. »n 
For he took fi-o them all that he couthe, and enforced their 

ft'ao wyues, and" vyoled their doaghtera, and ysed all euyl dedes do 
whiuhe he couthe ymagyne to doo. He higan weire to hia (iii 
neyghboui-a auif to his Barons, in so moche that alle the reame 
was put in exyle and brought to grete poueiie; whiche longe 

' 34 tyme lasted. In that tyme was ther a Baron, a good roan and a ai 
right good knyght, whiche went vnto an Heremytage, where as >i^ 
was an hooly hei-emyte moche relygious, and that many thynges 
knewe. The knyght demauuded' and asked of hym, "how and a" 

L 38 wherfore they had so longe warre in the loud, and yf it shold yet '^" 
last long tyme." And]' * the Ermite saideitahulde dure as longe as ■ 
this man were kinge, for he ia uot rightfuH heire, but misgoton, 
and therfor the Eeme that he bathe no right [to] may neuer acorde Ai 

P 33 with, hym, nor may not haue the louo of the peple ; and whanne " ■ 
be ys dede, ye shuH haue rest and habundaunce of all gootl. And ^" 
aa the Ermite saide, in al tbiiige it was; and that the Ermite saide, 
' The M.?. begins Bgain here. Csston has '' the iiool^ Heremyte 
answered hjoi," ftc, Sc, 



.'3 



OF JOSEPH, THE soy OF JACOB. 



i 



idihewn that the fals quene tia moder siiukle he puiiisshed or she deyde 

iiUw lying for her falshede, for the king her sone fbuide finiT her lyeng 

d burnt with a preest, and he shuld? bienne hem bothe iu a bi-enuinge 

ftirnayse; and thus was her ende. Therfor, douglitres, be wave ^ 

for brekiuge of youve manage, and of getinge of false heires, tha 

whiche may putte att a londe in tribulacion. And the moder 

BhaR be dampned perpetuelly, as long aa thaire chyldren 

kepithe awey the loude that they haue no right to from the 8 

rightfiitt heyres, that is to saie, her moderis hushondes londea. 

'^^" And therfor be ware, doughtres, of this auonutiy, and that yc 

ui'S"o take nu man saue hym that ya ordeiued you by aacremeiit of 

' mariage, and kcpithe and holdithe hym to you truly. iJ 



CHAPTER LVIII. 

[Of king Pharaoh's wife and of Joseph the son 
of Jacob.] 

K^I'iMob 'TjCh'g'itres, y witt tell you an ensaumple upon this syniie of 
JSJeS^ '"'" lechery, how that loseph, the Bone of lacoh, that was solde 16 

hi his hivtheren to the kinge Pharao. This loaeph was humble, 
curteys, and seruiaable, and gouenied hym witb the kicge in 
tiAuirLtn ^^'^^^ ""^ ^^'^^ ^^ '"^^ beloued of the kinge and of aH other, 
•^^J*' and he was faire, yonge, and wise * man. And the kinge lete 20 
col. 3.1 iiym haue gouemauuce of his Heme and good, Ajid bo the 
queen de^teii quene caste her loke upon loseph, aud bcganne to desire to 
(oiijwiuiiier, iume iijm to fuly with her; and she shewed hym maui foly 
andntienbe slgnes and Bciuhlauntz of fals loue and siufull. And whan she 14 
ahowasniii sawe and peiceiued that he wold" not mcdiR with her, thaune 
Buihewaai she was wode for sorugh, and called hym into a chaumbie, and 
>iid wuuid' pi-aied hyra of foly. And he, that was a good man, said her tliat 
mtatT, lie wolde not meditt with her, and that he wolde iieuer be trai- 18 
cBugiit hi> tour to his maiater and lorde. And [whan] ehe eaw he wolde nut 
'*^j''°"i- graunt to her fals horihle and dumpnahle witt, she caute hyra 
fotiriSi'i'^r^ bi the manteJt and beganne to crie, and saide, " This fale traitonr 

wulde haue rauisahed and disworshipped me here." And thaniie 3' 



k. 



OF MOAB 9 DAHGHTEnS, 

tlie kinge, thonigt liei" false suliiecciou, putte Iiwepli into stronge An* 
prison, aud therein kepte hym louge. And God gaue knoulage '" ^^'S^ 
to the kinge PLaron of the talehede of the queue and the trouthe i'"[|!i£'" 
4 of losepli, and he was hadde oute of prison, and made gretter ThenUamiK 
maister thanne euer he was, and was more worshipped. And the ereato- uiu 
quene waa shamed as she was worthi, and deied an euett dethe. """i "is 

^ ' qiieeii died 

And tliuB God quitithe bothe good and euett. And theifor "" i™" **»" 
8 doughties, be ware tliat ye do none anoutiy, nor caste not youre 
deaire to haue no man aaue youre husboude, that ye be not 
shamed as this que no waa. 



CHAPTER LIX, 



[Of Moali's daughters.] 



' I wiH tett you an ensaumple of Moabis doughtres, the whiche ' 
I were fuR of the synne of lecherie; for Balam, that was *of ' 
-^ the fals lawe, toke hem and arraied hem gayly, and sent 
hem into the oate of the children of Israel, the whicLe were the 

6 children of God, forto haue made hem synned with these euel 
women, forto haue God turne ayenst hem. And wlianne the » 
women come thus gaily and fresshely into tlie oste, ther was ° 
mani tempted on hem, and dede her foule wiH with hem. And 

o the prince that had the goueruaunce of the ost lete hem allone, 
aud made as they he hadde take none hede therof, aud suffered 
suche felthe to be done ; aud God wratthed therwith, and bade / 
Moyses that the princes that had knowlege theiof, and suffered ^ 

4 sucLe Bjiine to be doue, that they shulde anone be hanged and '■ 
slayne. And Moyses made crye Goddes biddinge, and it was ^ 
done, for Uiei were alftine for the sufferaunce of that foule synne 
of lechery. Aud therfor here is an ensaumple tjiat no folke of 

:S auctoi ite shulde suffre no suche aynne to be done that they might 
leCte It ; and lete hem he ware that God pouisshe not hem 
therfor. But there is now a dayes that haue the goueruaunce are 
gladde that folke are of suche harlottry. 



r™. St 
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OP THE DAUGHTER OF IflDIAN, AND OF TAMAR. 



AUo tl« ALbo I 

daushWr of /■ 



CHAPTER LX. 

[Of the daughter of Midion.] 

3 Jfaciiemis doughter, the wliiche arraied her aelff gaily 
and jede into the osto of Ebreux, that is to paye, children 
" of Israel, forto fulfett her foule luste. And there she met 4 
ioiuai, with a gret lorde of the OBJe, the whiche was lightly tempted on 

mi ireiii har, and toke her to hys loginge, and dede liys foule witl with her. 
!^rd. And God Eende anone hie Neueu to Bee the Iniquite in the ofite, 

• rFoi. ssb. that a man of lawe of God "ahulde take another woman of an- 8 
■hwenephfw other lawe; and he diflngh his auerde; and whaune he fonde 
nih Willi ft hem togedre, he persed hem hothe thurgh, and in that foule 
wise they dcyde. And he that dede this synne with the woman, 
was a lorde that was of the lynage of Symon, the whiche was u 
one of the twelue princes of the law ; but for that he was not 
spared, but he was alayno by the ordenauuce of God; for he 
Sod wuuid hatithe that ahhominahle Bynue of lecberi, and he wolde haue the 
^raeiueskeep children of Ismel to kepe hem clene. And therfor he gaue rfi 
Jierefore he heni the uictori of att enterprises ; for they hadd' euer the beter 
""'iller'" '" bataile, though ther had he tenne ayenst one. 



CHAPTEK LXI. 
[Of Tamar, King David's daughter.] 
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jsauniple, doughtres, y wilt teli you, that no 30 
Bhulde io no wyse be with no man allone, 

he neuer bo nigh of her kyn ; for Tamer, 
kinge Dun id donghter, for Am on her owne brother, for 
because he fonde her allone, he feined hym sike, and 34 
liis suater was ordeined to kepe hym, aud he lay he her. 
And whanne Ahsolon, hys brotlitr of fader and nioder, west 
that he Jiad Ijene by his Buster, he slow his brother Amon. 
And therfor, doughlres, he ware, as ye wol kepe youre honoure jg 
and worahippe botti, betbe neuer allone with no manere of 
man, but yef it be youre husbonde, yoiire fader, or youre sone. 



OF \ ROPFR f WIFI WHO WAS FALSE TO HEIt urSBASD. i 

for theie liathe mam foule temptacioiies faR therof of right A wcmmi 
Digti kynue afore this tjme. And therfor a womau auglit "om"".'!!; 
tiuste to no man, for the deuelt is sotiB; the yonge tendir ■"'"K''"'! 
4 flewhe, whanne it is *chai[fed,it is eay to he temiited. And J^^^^ 
therfor j rede you takithe the seurest waje, ' [poi. aa 



CHAPTEE LXII. 



[Of a ropsr's wife who was fyHee to her husband.] 
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tuple of a Ropers wiff that was not > 
liiir.liuslxiude ; and there i' 






wohle je hnew 

truw in kepinge of her ina 

I false bauude tiiat was her godsib, and toke mede of a 
Eiche lecheroaa prioure to gete the ropers wyff to do hia foly with 
her, tiie whiche the bauude cntreted her to. And thaune, for yeftes (hnn^ uw 
a and juelles that the Prioure gaue to the wiff, and for the entyaing lawd. 
of the bauude, the wiff graunted hym to do her foule lust to- 
gedre. And therfor it ia a true snwe, that a woman that takithe 
yeftcB of ani man, sekith her selff. And so it happed on a night Otm nigbi tbs ] 
i6 that the prioure come to lige hi the wiff whanne her huahonde ha with her, 
was Dslepe; and whanne the prioure had done hia foule delit, '"'^hamiwu 
he rose, and wolde haue gone his waye, and the fyre light sodenly 
in the chemeney, and the good man saive hym goo oute. And "nd ihahm- 
he aterte up and asked what that wap. And his wiff saide she 'i™ao=>™J. 
woat neuer ; but the good man was in gi'et sorw and heuitiesae, "id*'"'" 
and ferde !eat hya wyff had done amys. And the wiff, whiche J^J^"''" 
was fuH of malice, yede and spuke and tolde the bauude, her ,j|^'^^"* 
■ ^ godfcib, alt how it happed. And the bauude bade lete her altone Ui,°o'IJ^^i'to 
with hym, and alie woMe excuse hei- wett ynow. And she 1,1 It 
aspied he was going lo the loudes, epenyng his cordea, and came b 
afore hym with a rocke under a gerdeR sjiynning hlak woH. chBngaci 10 
L.^S And whaune he come, ahe hadde on her rocke wliite wolt, and uidtnck 
within *a liteH while of hlaeke wolle. And aR way as he corae > (Fd. ae^ 
to and from elie chaunged her wolt. " WJiat 1 " saide the good (jo^it^ „j, 
man, " godsyb, me thought right now ye had a rocke of blacke luiu™* jm 
a wiiH under youre gerdelt." " Nay, forsothe," said fixe ; and after ^i^L *" 
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KFATTHFIX WIPE. 

Bud now he come agein, aud she had chnunged ber i-ocke. " What, gtKlfiih, 
you had me thought right now, ye Bjmnne whit wolle," " What, godsib," 
The bawd Baide she, "what ayhthe you 1 y trow there he sum tliinge wronge 
itiome'oiing with you ; yt hathe be to night a night that folke wened that 4 
you.mnwitii they bftue sayne thinges the whiche were rone suche. I trowi" 
who iiiought q^u^ gi,g^ 1' jg ^jia Bumwhat, it uis not aright with you." And the 
ihhT^ good man wende she had saide Both, and aaide to her bi moutbe, 
nriisdfittw "Byiny trouthe, godsib, y wende y had sayne to night gone oate 8 
wi^kiii'irfggQ of ™J chaumhre a blacke thinge, y not what." " Al godsib," qwod 
ebiimi^* she, " it was no thinge hut the day and the night that stroue to- 
il ™ Hie ' gedre ; and there was gret lyghteninge." And thus she apesed tlie 
Btrove to- good man of his thought by her faishede. Another tyme it happed ' ' 
ihiashe that he rose erhche, and he wende to haue take a liteB poke 
Anotber tiinf atte hys beddes fete, to haue gone to the market iij myle from 
and took ihe hys houB, forto haue brought home fisshe ; and he toke the 
i"«ehmin priourea breke, and pntte hem in bia sleue. And whanne lie 16 
w^^eHo"* hadde bought that he wolde haue atte the market, he wende to 
buy fiSi. ^.^](g py^g jjjg pu](g^ ^nd to haue putte inne his fysshe, and ha 
fonde that it was a Lreche, And whan he aawe it, he was futt 
When Hio of anger and aorugh. And whanne the nionke waa ryse that 20 

hetoimrtoniy lave hetwene the bedde and the wntt, hyni lacked hvs breohe, 
iBiiiUibiw. ■' ,. , , 

• (Fni. Mi, and *fondeno thinge hut a uttett poke. -Indwhanne the wiffwoat 
but no therof, ahe was fntt of aorngh, for she supposed wel that lier hus- 

"""^ bonde had take the breoh instede of the litett poke. And she >4 
Ana ihe wife yede to her godsih, the Imuude, and tolde her tliat was behapped, 
bawd.Hiirt and praied her of her helpe; and the bauude said" to her, 
onbreechra. "Ye ahalt take a hreche on you, and y witt take another, 

and wlian yonre huahonde comithe home, I woR teH hym j8 
wiien the that ye and y werilh breehes." And whanne the good man 
iloma.in was comen home, alt futt of heuinesae and sorw, the fak godtib 
bsndimeta corae to Welcome hjm home, and asked hym "what chere," and 
m«ed whBi nskcd hym yef he hadde aught lost of bis good, fur lie made so 3a 
and he toiii beui cliere ; and he saide " Nay, me ayletb suniwhat ellis." And 
bud found, so she dede so moche with hym, that he tolde her what hym 
GhD begin la ayled, and how he hud fouade a hreche atte his beddes fete. 

And whanne she had herde hym, she bfganne to langh, and 36 
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THE HUSBASD KILLED HIS WIFE A\D THE PRIOR, 



saide hj-m, "Godsib, now y see (vetl ye be desejiied, and in your wit 
wey to be tempted to do my godsib youre wyff sbame, and 
youre selff, thorugt fah suppoginge. And llierfor kiie it; 

4 y sure you that there iiis not a ti-uer wiff to her husbonde 
in tiiis towjie, nor kepithe her selff clenner nor trulyer to 
her hnsbunde ; for in good sollie she and y weren breches she »nd 
for because of the harlotis tliat handelithe women, and takitUe iiremiiM 
I 8 hem haetely bi thaire priuite. And that ye may see that 
this is true, seithe youre selff," And she toke up her clothes, 
and shewed lijia how she was brecbed ; and [be] saw she 
Baide* aothe, and beleued her. And thus that fals bauude, his "[Foi. s 

a godsib, saued the wiff twies, that he mig-ht haue no knoulache And ha 
of hia wiffes Mbhede ; but atte the laste the deuelt wott that 'E^ia, 
the orible synne ahulde be know. The good man thought that The goo. 
his wiff went ofte to the priori, and she had not to do there, 'lu'i iii" 

6 and he defended her, iu payne of lier lyff, she shulde no more v^^f " 
come there, for it was not bis witt that she yode thedir for no J^Jf '"''' 
thinge. And so on a tyme, to saye what she wulde do, her And he 
husbonde aaide he wolde gone oute of towne ; and he hidde hym 'f sji* ™ 

o priuely to loke what she wolde do. And she, that was futtandnhi 
of synne, and tempted with the deuett, yede anoue with theio"'sd« 
prioure ; and her bushoiide saw, and yode after her and brought '«'''- 
r Hgeyn, and saide, " here, dame, thou hast broke myn com- 

4 aundement." And thanne he yode into the towne, and made Then he 
coQienaunt with a sui^eon to hele two broken legges ; and end ene 
whanne he had done, he come home and toke a pesteK and and mn 
brake bothe hia wyfes ya leggys, and saide to her, "atte thebrnkei^ 

P hardest, for a while, thou wilt not goo ferre, and hreke myn 
comaundement, nother y fynde the contrarye." And thaime be 
bi-ought her a bedde. And there she laye so longe tiH the The wis 
deueR tempted her ; for, whanne she was almost hole, she '■"^ «ni 

a made the prioure come lye with her ther she laye, euene by her f^™^"'' 
husbonde bi night in the bedde. And the good man douted The nus 
hyra that there was sum man with his wyff, and made aemhlaunt i)"o™i 
that he had slepte *, and routed ; and whanne they were doing 'I;^p*^ 
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S the ibule dede of synue, he hastely toke oufe e 
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ihe persed liem bothe tlionigTi into the Lcdde. And tliua he slougli 

iitthem bothe in doinge thia oiiblD pynno, And whanne he had 

done, he called hia nejgtbourea and the officres of the lawe, and 

eheued hem what he had don; the whiche eaide, alt with one 4 

^ iioys, that it was wet done to poiiisshen hem in suche wise. 

''" And thanue thei had raoche moniaile that she wolde loue and 

take that gret falte blacb foule prioure, and lefte to lone a 

.f„ goodly yocge man, wise aud riche, that she had to her huBhoude ; 8 

but mani woman farithe as the fematt of tiie wolff, that chesithe 

to her make the foulest wT>lff of aH that hen in (he wode. And 

BO dede the leudc woman, thorugh temptacion of the deuetl, 

inre chaao this foule monke. And therfor take hede, the more the •! 

= syiiue is nhhoiuinflhle the egerlyer thei he tempted bi the deuett, 

'Of aa he that was a man of religion, aad she a wedded woman. 

And BO it farithe by a woman, yef she aynne witA her kynne or 

godsyb, the nere thei be of kyii the gretter ia the temptacion, i6 

and the. more ainfuB brenning witt thei ahaO' haue. And 

therfor it is a trew pronerbe, Jjat "the potte may goo bo longe to 

B water, that atte the lasteit ia broken;" aa this leude woman that 

had her hnsboiide ten tymes fairer thaune the prioure the whiche 

she toke, and tliat she waa aacaped bi the helpe of the fake 

7, bauude her godaih of ij suche periles that her husbond? ' hadde 

founde by her, and after that she had broken her buBbondea 

comaundement, and therfor he brake her iegges, and yet ' ahe 14 

wolde not be chastised. And therfor, doogiitres, here ye may aee 

leva that it is foly, and the temptacion of the deuelt, that temptithe 

ma and enflamithe the hertis of folke to do thia orible synne of 

lecheiye, the whiche ya a foule atinking syune. Notwith- a8 

atonding, doughters, lie ware bi thia woman, and of her ^ afore in 

thia boke, and that ye take no man saue youre huabonde, and 

tliat ye take no yeftes, nor leuithe none euett couusaile, as dede 

^i thia woman of her godsib. Now liaue y shewed you diuerae ji 

lij^ enBaurapJes of the Bible, and of gestya of kingea, and of other 

"ij"' tbiugea, how that lecheri and the disguisyng of youre array 

'"" diaplesid God, and how aH the world waa atroied therfor, sane 

' ICntDuteither " wiU"or"Bba11." ' MS. "yeat" ' ? anil othar 



OK APEMEXA THE PEOfD Ql'EEN OF SYKIA. 

.Tiij. perBones, and how Sodom aud Oomor, and other .v. Cities, 
was brent in Btinldiig sulfure, and sank to heH, and how moche 
werreB [and] msMKlaughter hatha fall and fallithe there from 
L 4 day to day, and how the Byrne of lechery stinkithe afore God 
and his auiigeles. And takithe Iieile how the uirgines bad lener 
be martered ratber tbanne they wolde do that foule synne, for 
no yefte, nor for no promesBe, that might he made to hem ; as 
I'S Beint Katerine, seiut Margarete, aeint Luce, elleuene thousand' 
uii'giues, and other man! uirgines, the whiche were to long to 
compte the tenthe pai-fy of her fermete, for they ouercome the 
deneH and hya * temptaciones, and wanne the kingdom of * [ 
lue. And y eaie yoit, doughtres, it is no maietri to absent an 
you fiom that ajnne, yef ye woR use you to kepe you clene. tn 
Aad this ahatt helpe to kepe you, that is, to loue and diede God jo 
and youre hushonde, and betheuke you what sorw, liarme, and jj" 

( worldes shame hathe and may fati therof, and ye do amiase ; 
and bow ye lese the lone of God, and of youre hnsbondej kyn, 
frendes, and of alt the worlde that kuouithe you and heres 
therof; and therfor, douglitera, yef temptacion BBsailethe you, rt 

e haue mynde day and night to make recisteus ageynes hem, to ra 

'. kepe you clene and ferme in goodnesse. And bethenke what " 
! are, and wbeunes ye come, and what sbame and dishonour ^'' 

I may fiitt ' you yef yo do cuclt. 



C H A P T E K LXIII. 
[Of proud women.] ■ 

NOw woH y toache of sum women that bane be proude of oi 
the worsbippes and goodea that God bathe sent vnto pt 
them, and might not suffre iie endure in ese, as it is con- "' 
2S teined in the Bible, where be tellea of Aperoena, dougbter of a 

cymple knight that was called Vernr. This Apemena was yonge, oi 
I and of gi'et heauute, in so mocbe that the king of Suits, that waa ki 

migbti aud of gret nobelnesse, had take her in suche maneie of 

4 loue that thonigb the said folious lone he toke lier into his wifP, 

and so waa she queue of Surry, And whanne she see her sclfF 

1 " £a,tl " reijeated in the MS, 

6—2 



OF THE PROUD WIFE OP KING HEROD, 
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exulted into gret puissauuce aiul worsliiiie, sLe preised no * more 
her owue lyuage, but had despite and indignaciun of hem, 
and become bo folyonsly ]>roude tliat ehe deigned not to do 
reuercnce and worshippe unto the kinge as' she aught for to 4 
do, for because he was Bymple and dehoimire; nor also to his 
lyneage, in so moche that aR mHucre of peple had her in hate. 
And the hing toke wrathe vnto her in suche manere ihat she 
was shent and diiuen awey bi the counaaile ©f the hinggea g 
lynage, and she lost the worship that she was in, For mani 
■women may not euffre wbanne thei haue worshipe and be wel 
atte ease, unto the lyme that thorugh her orguyllcus port ben 
throwen doune of her woi'shipise and astate, as dede this queue n 
that come from pore lynage to gret astate. And therfor euery 
womau thtit aeithe her husbonde esy and symple unto her 
withonte malice, in so moche she au^ht to do hym the more 
retierence, and to fulfett the aonner his wilt, and to hepe his iS 
loue ; and therein she worshippes her telff, for she may not do 
to her husbonde to moche worshipc. And but yef siie do so, it 
may happe to make her hushondes herte to turne from her and 
hate her, the whiche were gret harme and perett, that there lo 
shnlde he suche diuision betwene hem that slmlde be one. 

IWoR telt you an eiisanmple of the gret kiiige Heroudea 
wyfF he loued merueylously. Ro it happed he went to Rome, 
and dui^ng the tyme of his * being there, the peplH of his 14 
housholde purposed to fiiide ft wey to hynder his sayd wiff ayenst 
liym, for they loued her not, hycause she was to crueH and to 
fei's; and reported nnto hym that she lisdcT a priui loue bisyde 
hym, and in this wise dishonoured her ; of the which the saide iS 
Herode was grenonsly wrothe, and of this reproued her. And 
she anauered hym ferseiy and proudely, and demened her not 
in fairenesse and curtesye, nor so mehfly as she shnlde do ; so 
that the sayd Herode was cruell and dispitons lo her [fur] her 3; 
orgnilleux langage, and toke a kniff and slow her, of the whiclie 
he was afterwiirde fult soiy, for he foude tliat she was untruly 
accused. And so hi her pi'esnmpluous port of langage she made 
' Ms', "aad" 
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her aelff to be alayne. And tlicrl'or it is b. good eMsaum|)le to 

euery woman to be mcke and curteis, and to anauere mekely, 

curtaialy, and softelj ayenst of couroux of her husbonde. For 

4 the wyse SaJamou Bftithe that, by curteeye and softe wordeB, good 

women shulde abate the yie of thaire htiaboudeB. For the wiff 

of right owithe to hoiioure her husbonde, though his speche be 

^^^K right or wionge, and in special in hya yre tofore the pupitt. 

^^^B' 8 And whanne his yre is passed, she inny welt shew uiitu hym 

^^^K that be had wronge. And bo shal bhe kepe the pees and tlie 

^^^H loue of her husbonde, aud of her housholde, and ehatt not 

^^^H make her selif hlained nor slayne, as dede tlie fiiri^t wyff of king 

^^^B' H erodes. 

^^M CHAPTER LXIV. 

^^^f [OfVastys qneen of Assyria.] 

vift y telt you another eiii-auniple of a queue that 

called ViiBtys, and she wua wifl' to the king of Aesur. 

Hit befell that tlie said king helde a ffst to his barones, 

and there were all the giet baroues of his loude ; and the kiug 

and bis barones dyiied in one Latt, and the queue in another. 

And whanne it was after dineie, the said barones desired of the 

lo kiuge that hym tyked that the! might see the quene, that waa 

merueilousiy fuii-e. The king sent ynto her onis, tuyea, thi-ies, 

and she denied not to come. So that the kinge had gret shame 

therof, and axsed of his baroues what he shulde do. And the 

a^ counsaile guue hym that he shulde putte her from liyra, and 

■ that she shulde not come in his presence of att a yere, to geue 

^B other ensaumide lo obeye beter to her husbonde ; and ko dede 

^r the king, and made therof a lawe, that from th- ncies forwarde 

jB euery woman tliat disobeyed or esconduyed' her hnsbonde of aiii 

thiuge that he coniauuded her, eo that it were thing resonahle, 

she shulde he mued att a yere, with litett mete and drinke, 

and kept from the commuiiicaciou of uM peple, for to shew her 

32 her defauute ; and yet holde they the same custume in that 

Boialme. And thanne the quene was gretly ashamed whauue she 

I saye she must be iu mue, and wepte, aud made gret surw, but it 

' MS. " catomliiytd " 







AMON, THE KING S SENESCHAL, WAS VEEY HAUGHTY, 

was to late, for bi her pride ehe was in rous from eight of tlie 
pepiH bH a yeere. So ye shulde *take here good ensaumple. 
For in speciatt tofore the pepitt ye owe to do the coinaunde- 
ment of youre buBbondefi, and obeye hym, and do hym woi- 4 
ahippe, and shewe her seniblaTince of loue, yef ye wiH haue tlie 
louyng of the woride. But y saie you not hut, whanne ye are 
secretly togedre allone, ye may Ihe more largely saye or do 
more youre wilt, after ye know his manere and condicion. I 3 
witt tell you the eusaumple of a lyon and of his properte: 
whanae the lyontsse hathe done hym ani displeseie or despite, 
he wjtt not tarne no more to her of alt that day, ne that 
night, for no thinge that may befalt; he shewea in auohe u 
wise his lordshippe. And it is a good ensaumple to eueri 
woman, whanne a wilde beate, that canne no reaon but auent 
that meues hym, makes henieelffdradde and douted of his felaw, 
Kow take hede thanne J a good woman aught not to displeee no 16 
disobeys her huabonde that Gad hathe geuen her by his holy 



rth..it«ot iNd 



CHAPTER LXV. 
[Of the wife of Aman.] 

*Nd yet woR y telt you another ensaumple upon tliia i< 
■matere, of Araons wiff, the whiche Amon was SeneschaH 
" of the king, aiid was comeu to ' pore degre and of mene 
iciiM peple, and became riche by bis scruice, and purchased loiidea and 

poBsesaionea, and goueraed also the grettest parti of the londe, j^ 
csma and become ryche. And he waxe so pore ' and presumptuous, 
lid that he wolde that enery pereono kneled tofore hym aud dede 
«fore hym gret reuereiice. So it be*fett that Mardooheus, that was 
I. Mil. of gi-ete noblesse, aud had norisalied the queue itfter, the whiche ag 
ar- waa a good and gracious lady and iuste. And it digpleeed 
»p, gretly to the said Sfardocheus of the pride and iiresumpcion of 
fu»t '''**' """' *'"'* ^"^ comen of not, and deigned not to do hym 
i™j^''' womhipe, ne to rise afore hyiu, and of the whiche the said 31 
j''Ji„ Amon waa right fel and wrothe, and compleyned hym therof 
aw' to his wiff, the whiche was proude and of gret coragc aa ho waa, 

' proud (?). 




AND WKB HrNG OV THE CEBBET IIF HAD REARED FOE ANOTHER. 
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] t i-ise a iebet tofore hia dove, 
d Mardocheus therupon, and 
X the wbiche he had deseraed u?"! 
h leued his wj£f, thorugh the 



whiche hjm befett gret mischaef. For, whaune he had reised Buiwiieiihe 
the iebet, the freudes of thilke Mardocheus went reanyng to the nie giiii»t. 
queoe, and tolde her what Amon wolde do t5 hjni that had ManindieiB 

I finorisshed her. And the queue for that cause weut to seohe vjj^^'y'jj" 
Amoii, and he come tofore the kitige, and he was diligenfely [^°*[)^^' 
. enquered for the cause that he hadde putte upon hjm, so that it ^'^ JJIund" 
was founde that the said Mardocheus was not culiiahle theiof, Jh«i?iSd'^ 
a but that the other hadde done it by euuye. Thauue the quene ,.^116 at^e 
after kneled tofore her lorde, and besought hym that men Aimiii Kiinuia 
shulde do sem[b1ft]ble iuatice to Amon the Eeneschatt, and that iniieudi 
he and his childien were hanged tofore the gate, to shewe that 

Hi6 falsly * and by emiie he hadde iuged the said Mardocheus. And • [Foi. w, 
le good ladi had required, it was done; for he was hanged mid so ho 
atte his yate, and his seuene childi'en, and aH thorugh his iiiBGiiiumi. 
pride and oultrecuy dance, and by the folynesse counaaile of Ids 
o wyff. Thaune it is gret foly to a man that is comen of mene 
degre, and of naught, to be proude that he knew Dot hyra selff, 
for aui erthely good, and that he dispiae ne dispieiae none 'i^s" 
other persone, hut, and he he wise, he ought to rocke liym eelff, 
4 to that entent to fatt in the grace of utt men, and that men 
haue none enuie upon hym; for men haue oiien tymes gret form 
euuie of them that comithe of mene degre thanne of hem thatwUni 
comen of good place and automd of auncetry. And also the fjioie 

(98 wtff of the said Amon was not wise, whan she saw the wrathe 
and conrance of her hushonde, to eusteyne hym in his foly, [for 
every wise woman should fair ] and curtesly euage and do awey 
the wrathe of her hnehonde hy fayre wordea and softe, and 

Vj|3 specially whan she eeithe Lym moued to do ani harme, or veleiii, 

of the whiche dishonoure and harme might fulw. As the wiff of 

Amon, that undernam not her husbonde of his foly, but rathur 

atysed liym, and gaue hym connsaile thorugh the whiche he 

' Ft. Car tout( laige /mm» duii bit ] 
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JEZEBEL T\KES THE ^^NEYAllD OF NABOTII, 

"I deied foule and felonuely. So this ia a goo[d] ensaumille that 
a woman shulde not Eusteine her husbonde in his wratti^aiid 
malyncolye, but shulde rather uadernyme ' hym hi resones, litett 

'* and liteH, what harmes and inconueniencej mow come therof to 4 
the foule body ; and bo shulJe do eueri good * woman aneiit her 
huaboude; wherfor, faire doughters, take here enaauDiplo, and 
beholde what harrae befeH anone'^ thorugh tlie fo]y of his wyff. 



A-; 



L 



CHAPTER LXVr. 
[Of queen Jezebel.] 8 

fc Fter y shal tell you an enaaumple of an euctt quene and 
diuera and to cruell, and how it befeS her. And that 
[waa] quene GeaabeH, that had mani eueit taches. Furtt, 

she hated pore men, and all manere of men of the whiche slie 'a 
lermiiJ. end might naught baue sura manere ofthinge. She liated Ermites.men 

of holy ehirche, and alt theni that taught the urii^ten faithe, and 
nakinK tiiem made tliem to beTobed and hetin, bo that it holioued Ttheml to 

fie oute of the Eeaume. She had no mercy of no man, and iS 
iTierewMs therl'or waa ahe euraed and hated of God and man. Tlier was a 
^h'"l'Iii '""'^ ^^^^ ^^^^ called Suhot, the whiche had a good pece of 
■I'^^ki"* """' ^J"^' "^^ thekinge desired often tymes to iiaue it hy beying or 
™"'^' otherwise, but that good man wolde not coBeent ttierto with JO 

good herte. And so salde the king to the aboueanid queue his 

wyff, that he was sori that he might not haue the pece wyne. 

mJMebEi And she sayde she wolde make hym welt to haue it; and ao 

lodMihi she dede. For by treson ahe made muidre the saide Nabot, 34 

piMMii tiod. and made come false witnesae that he hadde geuen her that 

jFiicimphBt wyne; of the which e it displesed God, And the king Josue 

on Ahnb, sent for lo make her werre, so that he toke the kiug Ataz, and 

■Mtiain. about .Ix. children, what gret and litett, that he had norisshed jB 

veoseanM of among his men, and made tutte of thaire hedes. And that was 

•(Foi.s9t. the punicion and the uengeaunce of God. And as to that euett 

Tfatqunn quene * Gesabett, she putte her in a garet to aee the kinge 

pmiiDHe Josue paasB, and made her queint, and arraied her selfF in 31 

the king ^ ' ^ ' . 

Jitinii pat, clothes of golde and ermynes and gret precious etoBBa, att 

' MS." underm jne," Fr. reprerufre. ' I/or « miin. 



AND WAS KILLED, AXD KATES BY DOGS. 



disgujsed ill, and 
were. And she w 
sawe the binge, si 
4 that she coiule. 



ji other manere tlianue the other women 
B dieplesed and proude that, as sone aa eha 
) beganiie to curse, and aaie all the villane " 
And the kinga heganjie to beholde the 



queintise and tlie dtsguisyng of her clotliinge, and heikeniJ the 
malice and pride of her langage, and coraaunded som of his men soihatha 
that thei shulde goo thedir and caste hpr dowiie, and the liede to- Hi"»v her 
I 8 fore, in the sight of all the peple. And as he comauuded, it was 
done, for they tolte her and easte her dowiie. And she dejed 
Telonusly, and the kinge eoiuauiided that, for her gret mitchef 
that she had dune, that she thukle haue no herielles; and 
II nomore she hadd, hut was eten and deuoured with dogges, and nns her bodj 
I BO fell her gret pride. For in auche wise God vergithe hym of dngt. 
f them that haue no pitee of ponre men, nor of the aeruauntes of 
L holy chirche, and that be cniclle and coiietise makithe do 
Bj6 mani euell mui-drea ; as dede that quene that bo susteiued lier 

■ husbonde in his foly, thorugt the whiche befett gret harme. 

■ So this is good ensaumple to be petous of poure men, and of TiuBi>»n 

■ I r r ' BwiupleW 

■ the seruauntia of holy chirche, and not forto afise ne geue •» p'^fn' '" 
Km eueH counsaile to her huBboiiiIe ; and also not to be diaguyaed, J,^T^'J^ 
I but to holde the aatate of good ladies of her centre ; and also anit oot » 
I not to tempte ne to aaie gret wordea * to a gretter thanne thou "ordi to ■ 
H art thi self. thj^i^if. 

I CHAPTER LXVII. 'Ji™i^ 

■ «4 [Of Athaliah, and queen Brunehault.] 

i '» yEt wott y tell you another enaaum pie of Eutalia, that was or Euiiiii, 
% quene of lerusalem, and was euelt and diuerse withouten jeniBiem, 

I ^ _ ' , . »bo l»d uo 

ani pitee. For whanne Ozias, her childe, waa dede, she hi iiIij.mki >;» 
■-aS trcEon made slain aH the children of her sone, and ali the belies, "'^'•[J"'.'*'' 

■ Bsue only one, that a good man, that was called Joadjs, lete |'_^hy » goo 
W noriashe priuoly. That quene putte her selff in poasesaioii of 

the Beauline, and of aH the goodes, and deile niaui aduersiteez 
3j to the pepitt, by tailez and subsidiez, as she was wilioute reson 

and pete. And whanne she had done harme ynow and cruelte An.! whin 
I in the Eeaume, the childe that was norisshed priuely, and harm enougii 

■ thilke Joadya that had noriBslied hym, toke her and made her ^^" '" 
Ux6 deye an euetl and a sliamfuft dethe. And so bad she lewarde 



OF BRUNEHAULT, QfEEN OF FEANCE. 

cort aiwaya of her meiite in the ende. For attwey God yeWithe after tlie 
mrdins w deaert on her iii the lyff or in the dethe ; for there ia none eut-R 

dewrti either ' 

fMorneiir, dede hilt that it is ponisahed other ferre or nigfi, 
ofquMn I wol teH you aa aiiHaumpla of a quene of Fraunce,ihat was 4 

ofFranoB, I named Biua, and that was the queue of the wliiohe Sihille 
epake and profesied, snd Baide " Brun shalt come iuto the 
kingdom of Fraunce, tliat ahal do meruailes." Aud so befett it, for 
who idiicd ehe made slee of her children, and of the children of her children, 8 
and jirand. and that & gret nombre ; and j caane not tett you ihe halff of her 
. Bui Ooi craelte, aor niurdereres, tresonea, and occasiones that she had 
Bikut: done. But ahe was paie<!, as it plesed to God, atte the laste. 
eoi.i.j ' For a * childe of her childe, that shaped alyue, the whiche knew ii 
Si»d»nfwhD the gret eueH dedes and crueltees that she had doae, he putte 
isUed^^ ' her dedea in itigemeat afure the baroaia of the londe, and she 
judgment on WBfl iuged to be diatroied, and drawen to peacs with hora. Auil 
B-M umwu 10 ao was it done. And she deyed an eueli detiie, and wikedly, i$ 
iioTMi. aa she cuelt and cruelly tnade deye the luaoceut kinggea biode. 

eih uie pot Aad therfor, in olde Englisshe, it is saide that " ao ofte goth the 
ntthsiastit potte to water, that atte the laste it comithe broken home." 
£^. CHAPTER LXVIII. 

[Of Envy ] an 

ofMh-iiun, ■ wott tett you mi! j y f M rie, Moyaea 

Mojcs, I Buster, that fo tl t h w t 1 beloued of 

Bho dia- God as her hr tl My I th t G d 1 d not aa wett 

bj hw envy her request as Moj d th f h h d y ad despite *♦ 

i.mJ WM ' of ber brother, of th h h h h d d pi to God, and 

iei,ro«j. he made her hecoi lu tt th t h w ] tt owey, and 
departed from atl th p p H B t th 1 Aloyses and 

Aaron had pitee ofh d dp tCodtht hym liked *3 

Ansiimpie to hele her, and att th q t h hi 8o take here 

Dfaivj. an enaaumple that t tt t h y po other, and 

how God ponisshed th w m th t th t ohleat that 

was in that tyme, ththw dpatdf R thcr pepitt 3? 

by the meselrye. For often tjmes God ponieshed so the 
euuyouB and the enett apekers. And therfor, faire doughtrea, 
take here a good cnanumple that it ia vihmoua a vice to en- 
* ^t\ **' l"^""**^' ''*^™ ^"Iff f"*^' '*•-* hlame aud briuge dowue another, jjs 



THE Will? WHO PIUDED HEItSELF ON HER CHILDREN. 
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CHAPTER LXIX-. 
[Of one of the wives of Artbana.] 

Iwolde ye kuewe another enaaumple upon this inatere, of one of Anhi 
of the wiffes of a, gret lor^e that wbb called Aithana, the rtivM," 
4 whiche liad .ij. wi£Fea after the custume at that t jme, of the 

whiche, one was called Phanona, and that other Ama ; the 
whiche Ama was a worth! lady and a good, but she might haue aSwhom 
no children by her hushonde. And in that tyme were most ciiiidren, 
E preised they that bare children, of the which tlie woman that 
hadde children had gret pride that she haddo bo mani faire 
children, and therfor she had of that other wj £F despite, enuje, andwostiierf. j 
and diadayne, and mocked her ic aayeng gret velaniea, and saide iiy iho oih,T 
I a that she was barejne, and dede erthe, of the.whict ahe had """>»• 
gret shame, and wepte often tymes, and compleyned her to God^ 
and made gret aorw. And God, that se her mpkeiiesse and nut Co<i, lo 
lownesae, and Ihe pride, enuye, and despite of that other wyff, meokn™, 
i6 he made deye att the children of that other wiff, and to her T'^iii''''''- 
that hadde no children gaue gret pknte, for the whiche her whiia iho 
husbonde toke her in gret loue, and helde her more dere I'haiyons 
thanne that other wiff, whoa children were dede. And therfor 
3D the iugementia of God are merueilou9, fur he hatilhe aS 
■ manere of enuye, and chaatisithe douuj whanne hym luste, the 
. enuyouB, and he ej;haunsithe the meke, that besecbithe his grace 

and mercy. And therfor it is a good cnsaumple that no woman Aneinmpie 
shulde be proude of the goodes and graces that God bathe aeut manrtoiud 
her, nor haue enuye nor despit * upon other, as hadde Phanona "''*' ';'** 
that had children, the whiche had enuie and despite upon Ama, ''"■ 
the whiche had none. And therfor God punisabetb her upon ™i-i'l 
38 her children, that all deyde, and gaue vnto that other mani, 

that leued. Suche bethe the iusemcntis of God. And therfor ""i" »"^ '■■ 

" aiDpLfl, and 

men shulde take good enaaumide, aud thanke God of his good- ''""'' *'"'' " 

oil o gQndB«i,Biu 

nease and gentilnesse, and to be meke to hym and to haue none ""j^"""" 
enuye nor despite. Now wilt y leue this inatere, and speke of f*"" ""' ' 

■■ * - ai>aikofi»™l 

another, upon couetise. oumch. 




EVILS OF coVETOrs: 



•1 



CHAPTER LXX. 
[Of Covetousnesa.] 

woB tett you an eiiEaumple of a fala woman that was called 
Dalide, that was wifF to Sampson forte, the wbiche loued 
her merueilously, in so jnoche that he dede no thinge but 4 
hom, that she wost therof. And for tlie gret luue that he had to her, 
Br.heiuwlie was 80 folisafie that he discouered hyvn to her that all the 
■uengtiiiay streugthe was in the here of hia hede. And whanne the fals 
woman knewe that, she tolde it to the [layeiiB that were his S 
enemys, that ', yef thei wolde geue her a good rewarde, she wolde 
make hem take her Imsbonde. And tlie pajeca behight her 
that yef she might do it, that she shulde haue a gret somme of 
moueye. And she, that was gretly enfecte with Muetise, 1 : 
thorugh her large profeies, ouercame her husbonde with wyne 
and flatering langage, that she made hym slepe in her lappe. 
And, the mene while that he elepte, ^he share of and cut awey 
lM>d'iB'e''''n ^^^ teres of his hede, and sent for the payens, the whiche the i( 
F *[Poi"3o*^ hadde hidde in a busshement for hym,* and made hym there to 
f «oi. s.i ^g taken. And whanne he awoke, he fonde that he had lost his 
strengthe, for tofore-hande he waa mighti ynow to haue foute 
with .iij. M' men, and wham he was taken into her hondes he hadde j( 
no might to defeiide hym, but they lionde hym, and putte oute 
hitei«,iiid hys eyen, and made hym tui'ue iu a mille hons as a biynde hora. 
turn n miiL Now beholde how, thonjgli couetise of a lytell golde, that wiked 

woman betrayed her husbonde, the whiche waa most douted 34 
and most vaillaunt of aH eithely oreatoures, notwithstoiidiiige 
the gret lone and truste that he had nato her. Truly couetyee 
is in euery persone a right ahhominable sycne. For the couetous 
hert dare wel vndertake to do gret folyes and inconneniantis. 28 
coveiomnMs For couctise makithe lordes to do rapine, extoroion, and 
ninciuiB. tyraunye upon the pepill; and clerke and religieux to do 
Biniony, symonie, and to draw to hem other meunys goodes by fals 
uiuwra, Hymoniea and proactiquea; Burgeys and otlier to be vsureres; 3 
iraidjsna pore men to be theues aud mui'dereres ; fifaydenes and wedues 
■inmipeu, to be atrompetya; children to dtsire the dethe of the fader and 
' MS. "tliaf" 



SjUltSON REVENGES HlJIfSEl.F OK IITS WrFE AXIJ HER FRIFKTIS. 
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I 



moder, Ibrto liaue Ihnire Rood nl only, and maui other iiiconue- and ciiHdren 

. towantlheir 

niencia. Judas, thoiugii ' couetiee of a liteli siluer, betrayed cure '»«!»''■ Bnodii- 

Lorde ; and so do now a ilayea these aduooates and pledours that ji 

sellithe the worde' and InngHge that God hatha yeuen 

meyntenaunce of fals quarellya, and, for a littlt syluer, to it 

putte a good •man fi'oni his right, and other while holdithe "i 

on bothe partii^B for to findo way to gadi'e nioney, and in suche " 

disposiche the comune laiigoge that God halhe geuen them 

And therfor oouetiae ia right deaeiuable, thonigli the whiclie ^Iver, put » 

Dalida made spitt Sanjpson her husbonde, that was so faire, frombu 

stronge, and mighty. But afterwarde Ood yelde her tliat she had Bui Ood ™- 

deseniid, for slie was oftenvaide wedded to one of the payons, i»ii, tor «iien 

and made a gret and solempne feet, wliere were assemUed.inoche "sain. »nfl 

■^ ' • idiid.i.Br«t 

peple. And by that tyme Sampson here of hie hede was growen '«*"■ 
ayeii, and had bis stiengthe as he hadde afore; and he herde !4niii»in. wbo 
lell of this feste, and lete lede hyra vnto the place where it «roiigimiUii, 
shulde be, and was ladde to the muister pilloiir of the halle, bi 
the whiche aS the heS was austeined, and toke that pillour 
with his two hondes, and drow downe tliat pillour, so that att and puiirf 
the haft fett upon them.. And there was alayne Dalida and the home," 
most partie of aH tliat were atte the weddinge. And bo was he "i»n/oiiien 

'^ " ite« hilled. 

Tenged of that cureed wpmaii, the whiche was shiyne in that 
wise. For God wolde that she were ponis&hed for her cuiaid- 
nes'io, aa repon waa, that for her euett dede she had euel. 



CHAPTER LXXr. 

I [Of -wxath.] 

"I" will tptt you how, thorugt a litcH wrathe and goitige awey HowB«at 
I of a woman fi-om her huabonde, become a gi-et sorw and 'runiKwo. 

I ' ° man'igohig 

S "^ harme. There was a woithi man and noble of the mount a"'^^!,^,^ 
of Eftram, the whiche was maried to a gentitl woman of Beleen, iJoI^'),"'^'''^ 
and that gentiti woman, for a • liteB wrathe and displesaunce, ^^^. " ^ 
that she toke with her husboude, went sodeuly vnto her fader, . Jjn' j^ 

,j for the whiche ber huabonde i\aH sori, and went after to fet her '°'-^' 



' MS. " 
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r people of 

» (Fol. all 
col. IJ 

TlMreforr, 

^^^* ihiit would 



ayen. AnJ her fiider Llamed lier gretly that she yede awey, and 
deliuered her luto her husbonde. 80 her husboudc aud she, iu 
retourning towarde thaire home, loged in a loune called Oabel, 
in the whiche was gret nombre of yonge pepiit, wilde and enfecte 4 
with lechery, come into the hous where they were loged in the 
night, and toke her fioia her hubbonde by force, and RauiBshed 
her velonusly, not« ithstondiiig that thaire oste, where thei were 
loged, woide Iiaiie take them, one of his doughtera to haue 8 
forborne and saue the saide geiitilwomao, but they vvolde for no 
thing, hut toke her forthe and fouled her. And on the morw, 
I whanne aJie faye her selff so shamed and defouled, she deycd 
for aorugh; and thanne her husbonde toke her forthe with hym u 
home to hia place, and cutte her iuto .xij. peces, and sent euery 
pece with lettres to certaine of her fiendes, to that enteiit that 
thei might be ashamed of her, and of her goinge away, and 
also that they might haue wili to take vengeaunce upon hem 16 
that dede her that veloni and shame. Of the whiche dede, whanne 
her frendea had knowlao'e they made gret sorugh, and assembled 
hem and aH tha pm saun e togedre, and yede to the said tonne 
of GahaR, and 1 w tl fo xxxiij fchousande personea, men and 10 
women. Th f d nght rj, *take hede suche a vengeaunce 
was done fo that 1 de dede of her goiog away ; that is to eaie, 
that she was d le an 1 maui men slayne, the whiche shulde 
haue no harme and she had not for wrathe gone awey from her 24 
husbonde ; and mani were slayne for her that hadde no gilt. 
And therfor euery woman aught to restraine wrathe, and to pleae 
I and siiffre her husbonde, and he be wroth, witli faire langage, 
1 and not to go away from hym, as dede that woman, of the aS 
whiche come moche sorugB, as the dethe of hpr selff and of so 
gret nombre of pepiit. 



CHAPTER LXXIt. 
[Of a woman who would not obey her huBband.] 
woldo ye knew another ensaumple upon the woman that 32 
wolde not ete atte the bidding of her husbonde. There was 
a lady that wolde not come ete with her husbond" whanne he 



I 



THE EVILS OP HAVING FLATTEIIERS. 

■was atte mete, for no th_y)(g that he coude siiie Ler nor comauntle 
her. And he eaw that ; and whaniie he had etin, he aent for his 
swyne-herde, and made fette the kichiu clothe that his disshes 

4 were wiped with, and spied it on a borde, and settc mete thoron, 
and made the swyne-herthe sitte dona theratte; and than ne "id 
he called his lady his wyff, and saide hor, " Stthe ye wol not ete ■?™' 

■ in my companie with me, ye shaft sitte downe and etc here with """^ 
r 8 tie Hwyne-heithe, for there sha! none other man holde you 
corapani at youre mete." And whedir she ware wrotlie or 
gladde, he made her sitte doun. And she wepte and made 
moche sorugh that her husbonde wolde chastise her so, to make 
|ss her be serued in bo ungoodly • ivise. And, therfor, all women ■ I 
aught to be hurahlo, and to fnlfeH lier huBbondes coraaundementj all 
And to ete with hym in his prcEeiice rather thaniie with aui "'"i 

T other. 



CUAPTEE LXXIIL 
I wolde ye knew an ensaumple upon flatering. 

TEere was a gret lorde of Grece that hight Sisana, that yede oi 
to a bataile in the whiche he was slayne. And so Lis Oi 
moder had gret desire to here tydingges of her sone. And "' 
there was a flatering woman with her that saide, " Madame, ^ 
abasshe you not, for my lorde youre sone hath had the felde 

I and tabin mnni priaoners, and he tariethe for the kepinge of 
hem and deliueraunce." And these flatereres pksed the lady 
84 with false wordes to make her gladde, as done these flatorerea 
now a. dayee among lordes, that tellith not the trouthe to make 
hem to haue gladnesEe of not, aa dede this woman to this good 
lady that saide that her sone had uicten, and it wiis aR the 
38 contr[ari]e : he was slayne. And afterirarde.whanne the ladi west an 
i yt, she deyed almost for sorugh. Therfor it ia eueli to haue soi 
flatererez about a man; for they diire not saie the trouthe, norm 
I gene true and inale counsaile, but hringe tbaire lordes and tn 
js ladies onte of the right waye. So men shulde not Icuc no 
fiatererisj for they that dothe, is not but to deceiue and lu do 



' WIVES WHO BETRAY THEIR IIUSBASD3 SECRETS. 



pleaauiice forto baue good, and forto be loued. For ye sliukle 
beter know you, yef ye be wise ; bnt ye aught to loue bem that 
win tett you youre good, and witt teH you tbe troutlt. 



CHAPTER LXXIV. 
I wolde ye herde an enaaumple of Sampson the 

fortia -wifF, 









He said Sampaou, he made a wager with diuers Payens, of 
:xx. gowues of silke, tliat they shulcT not vudo certaiue 
'delles that he declared vuto them. So it happed that his g 
wiff ceaed neuer to epeke and to crie on hym viito the tyme that 
she wost what it was, and, wbaune $he knewe it, she discouerid her 
huebonde, and made hym lese the ,xxx. gownea. And whan her 
husbonde wist that she had discouered it, he hsfed her gretly, i; 
and putts her away from liyiu, and weut vnto tbe payena that 
had wonne tlie wiiger, aud toke of hem and dispoiled them for 
dispite of his wtff. So this is here a good eusaumple to a 
woman that shulde not diacouer for no thinge tbe secret Lor tbe iS 
couuaaile of her huaboncT, lease she fait iu the yre aud hate of 
hym, as dede tbia Sampeonea wiff; for it is treaor, whauue a 
man trustitbe in her, and she discouered bis couuaaile, the 
whiche she is bouiide to kejje secrete and priuci. " 

I wolde ye woat the tale of the squier that had a yong 
wiff, in what wise he said and proucd her : " Y wol 
' ten you a gret counsaile, but diecouer me not for no 
thinge of this that y eaie you., for my worahippe liethe it 
therin, and therfor, for the loue of God, teH it not. 

THere is befatt vnto me suche an aueuture, that y hauo 
leide ij eggis." Aud she aware, and assured her hus- 
bonde, that ahe wolde ueuer speke therof vnto no crea- a) 
toure ; bnt hereupon she thought longe tyme til that ahe might 
fynde a wey to 'goo vato her godsib, — '-Y wolde teH you a 
thinge of gret pniiete, and ye wilt ensure me to holde it 
couiipaile." And her godsih hehight her to do bo. " So helpe 3: 
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me so, my dere godsib, there is befatt a merneiloaa anentare 
Tnto my husbonde, for he hathe ylaide .iij. eggis." " A ! seint 
Mftrie," said this godsib, " this is a gret lueruailo 1 bow may it 
4 be 1 it is a atrauDge thinge 1 " but, whanne att was saide, the! 
departed. And the godajb that hadde herds the wifiea cotinsaile, nie gonip 
in att haate she gothe forthe vuto another godsib that she bad, laietoaiiieH 
and tolde esery worde the coonsaile that sucb a squier hadf^^BusB- 
8 leyde .v. eggis. And in this wise it was reported, fiirst hi the 
wifF, aud after bi the godsibhes in couneaile from one to an 
other, tin att the contre epake therof, and tlmt the sqaier At last (be 
■de of the speche, and how he was renounced that he bad leide <•' % ^i 

13 .v. eggis. And thanne he called his wiff vnto bym before her "'f* iwf"™ 
frendes and her kin, and saide vnto her, " Dame, y tolde you in 
connsaile sache thinge aa ye haae disconered and aaide it forthe 
in Buche wise as now att the contre spekitba therof; for there y 

i6 tolde you that y had leide .ij. eggia, thanked be God and yowr 
good report, ye bane eucresed hem vnto the noumbre of .v. eggis ; 
and, though it be 
feyned Huche a thinge a 

JO forto preue you how ye wolde kepe myn counsaile as ye be- J™"'* '^™^ 
bight me to do. Wherin y haue foande you of gret defauute, 
and not true vnto me." And hereupon the wiff waa ao aore a- 
shamed, that she wost not what 'she might do nor eey, for ■(Pui.ssfi. 

34 there waa none esousacion in her folye. And bi tbia ensaumple 
att good women aught to be ware and auised that they discouer 
not tlie connsaiie of her bnsbonde, but euer moi'e, as she ia y- 
boande, to kepe hia counsaile and fulfetl his com aun dement. 

iS Fayre doughtres, y ebal telt you an ensaumple 



i contrarie of att that ye baue saide, y nying he had 
ind tolde it you in counsaile, and att waa swti' w p™™ 
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[CHAPTER LXXV.] 

Of Michett, the wife of Cauid, that was an hoi? man, 
and loued Qod aboue alle thinge. 

[T befel atte a gret feste, whicbe was made before the arke aibstcm 
after the custume of tbe lues, in the whiche arke was tbe Ark nt 
wherewith the children of Israel were Befecctoned as it 



HOW DAVID WAS SCORHED OF HIS WIFE. 

reyned doun from heuese unto hem, and there was therein also 

the table of the law and the yerde wherewith Moyees departed 

the see. And for to worship God, kinge Dauid patte hym eelff 

B in the temple amonge the preestis, for to harpe and to singe with 4 

hem before the aunter. And his wy£F Leholdingc hym in such 
a wise amonge the prestia, she dysdeyned thereatte, and bad scorne 
therof, and ecornFully she saide that hym semed beter to bo a 
mynstreS thanne a kinge. And as sone as Dauid had vaderstoode 8 
that she hadde spoken in suche wise, he ansuered her, there was 
no kinge nor quene to good to serue God, nor worthi therto but 
thorngh his goodnesse, and more a kinge is hounde to obey and 
: Ood thanne another symple creatnre. So that it dis- 11 
r plesed both vnto God and vnto her husbonde of that she had 
ii. 33A, do and aaide, in bo *moche that from that tyme forthe her 
leued her cnnipany, and she fel vnto gret disese 
and sikenesae ; For God shewed her gret punissyon for her pride i( 
and foly. For enery good woman owithe to move and excite her 
lorde and husbonde unto the seraice of God, for alt good and wor- 
shipe that man or woman bathe, it comithe of God. And therfor 
sR suche as lone to serue God and holi chirche, thei aught to be so 
preised ; and namly a woman vnto her husbonde shnlde not 
iape nor scorne hym for no mancre of thiugc. And yef she had 
e to speko of ani thinge, she owithe to speke it in prluite and 
a goodly wyse vnto her husbonde, and neither to ansuere nor 
) thinge in the presence of the peple viito bis dis- 
plesaunce, for doute of mani gret Inconueniencya : as the wise 
man saithe, "the displesaant seruice or vngoodly ansuare of a 

n vnto her husbonde is cause and dcceperacion of the loae aS 
betwene hem, and causithe the man forto be yrona and cruel la 
worde and dede." And therfor, faire dougbtera, bi this en- 
saample take hede how att good women owe to be humble, 
curteis, and seruisable vnto her hnsbondes. 
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[CHAPTER LXXVL] 
Another ' enBaumpIe of Bersabe the wiff of Vrie. 

FTIHis Bcraatie duelled before the paleis of kiage Baaid, and, as nuhdieta 

-^- she kenibed her hede attc a wyudow, the kinge perceiued umpaiaoou 

4 her. And she was right faire nieruejlously in euery heauute ">" hor, 

that longith to woman, wherwilh the kinge was gretly tempted, 

and sent for her and' [ao moehe he dyde that he lave with her, and. icaxtov, 

p. Hi. t..] 
bycause of the folysah pleeauiice and delyte that he toke with her, nnd \ay win 

8 he dyde sende hia lettres to Joab, wliiche waa chyuetayna and her'iimbBiiii 

copitayn of his boost, that he sholde put Vrye in sucbe place that 

he myght be elayne. Vrye bare hym self the lettres of hia dethe, 

foi-in certayne itwas doneaa thekynge*hactwreton. And'thus '[u.Klj.l 

11 kynge Dauyd'niade double synne, for an homyeyde he waa, and" 

hadde accomplysshed' and" done the eynne of lecherye. Wherfor bui God m 

H God* was displeased', and sente to hym and to hia reame many and Hnt 

™ enyls, wherof the nonibre were to longe to reberce. And" all wm nnd ht. 

i6 this meschyef cam by the pryde that Bereabee bad of her herte. puNishmsnt 

Therfore a woman ought not to he proude of ony beante that 

she hath [or] shewe her self only to please the world. 



[CHAPTER LXSVIL] 
The demaiinde or askyng that the moder of Solamon 
3o made. Cajiitulo Ixsrij. 

He moder of kynge Salamon, wbiche was a good lady, dyd""^"'" 
requjre of Salamon her sons that he wold" graunte and mm 
fyaODce her to a man whiche waa a payuym and' theyr enemye. ''"' 
34 Salamon ansnerd" that this enemy sbold? neuei- haue the wyf of ■" ' 
hia lord) his fader. She held her thenne for nyce and* ashamed' 
of that she had' be warned" of her dcmauude anff requeste. 
Therfor euery woman ought to thynke, or she requyre ber lord 
aS of ony tbynge, yf ber requeate be resonable or not. I woU ye A J 
knewe the folysshe requeste which the ducbesse of Athenesabi 



' MS. "In other." 

* Here foUowa a lacnnit in ihe I 



Bupplied from Caiton'i 



trBnalBtion, leaiing ont hie //, nnd pottiDg in some atope and capitals. 
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(hrnn >ii« made to the duke her lord?. She haiT a bastard" Bone, anf 
riora therfbr she made her requests to her lord; that he myght haue 
to hiB wjf his owne anster. And" the duk, that Hawe her 
sjmpIeneB, beganne to lawghe, and' dyeBymyled? her requeste, and'4 
ihe diiiM sajd" that he Hhold" speke with his Frendes of it. She thenne, 
;nii that wold" fayn haue sene this maryage to be couenau need" and" 
grannted; rested' not to speke to her lord of it,tylle at the laate 
Efora he aayd" to her that it ahold" not be done ; wherfore she toofee 8 
lief. aache a aorowe iu her herte that she laye eeke therof. The dak 
prayd'her, and'alao made her to be prayd? by other, to come & 
Ather lye with hym, bat she wold"riot. Wherfore the dake was wrothe, 
h,Knd & he aware aDd"8Hyd that neuer she shold lye in hia bedde, and"ii 
i"in. made her to be conneyed" in a castel. Here is thenne a good 
ensample how a woman ought to be ware her self that she 
requyre not her lord of nothyng vnresonable or dishoneBt, St 
boa ]:at she must obeye hym, & not do lyke as ]i^ dnchesse of ig 
Athenes did, wherfor her lord exyled & put her fro hym. 




[CHAPTER LXXYiri.] 

The lugement of the kynge Salamon, Capitulo Isxviij, 

Wylle telle yow an Ensample of a fals woman. Two wymmeD 
i were somtyrae. whiche bothe were lodged" in one hows, and" 90 
I eche of them had" a aone, whiche children were bothe seke, and 
bothe borne vpon one daye. It befell on a nyght that one of 
them was by auentnre smouldred". Hia moder, that aawe hym 
dede, went anone as a fala woman, and" toke the other child? 14 
; whiche lyued) & in hir cradell leyd* lier aone whiche waa dede, 
and" he that lyued she leyd" in her cradel. And thenne, whanne 
the other woman cam to aeo and" take heed to her child", and* 
aawe hym that was dede, ahe anon knewe that it was not her 18 
I Bone ; wherof aourded" a grete content and atryf bytwene theae 
two wymmen, in so moche that the cauae and' matere was 
brought tofore Salamon. And after he had herd" their debate 
and atryf, he Bayd", "Lete a awerd be brought byder, and I 3» 
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sLalle parte this child io twoj and gyae to eche of them one Kingsoio- 
half." She to whome the child' apperteyned' not, aiiBwerd? and" ihe living 
sajd" she was cootent ; and? she that was moder of the child divided 

4 Bayd; " Rather than it ahold" be done, I haue leuer to quytte "on^B.i, 
yow and" gyue yow my parte, boo that his lyf may be Baued"." "°„,'?' 
Thenne the kjnge iuged? that the child' shold" be gyuen to her °^^*'- "^ 
that wold hane hjm to be saued'; and soo waa the treason of ||j° J^'''''' '" 

B the fala woman apprauiied^and'knoweD. 



[CHAPTER LXXrX.] 

How the ByniiG of the fader is noyus to bis Children. 
FCapitulo Ixxix. 



I 

^^HP'^ Nother ensample was of the wyf of kynge Eoboam, She Ki'glitho^ 

I » had" a child" whiche was seke, wherfor the kyng sente the a^i^^io 

quene to a holy prophete, to praye hym that he wold impetre to in uii aboui 
God" the hellhe of theyr ohildl The quene wente to hym, and" 
ae she was come tofore the dore of his hows, and" or euer he 

'6 eawe her, by the grace of the Holy Ghost, ho knewe what she htr.nmi'l^d 

was, and also what she wold^ and'sayd'to her with a hyghe voys, ^J^" "" 

"Quene, wyf to Iloboam, your aoae deyd" * this nyght of a good" ['"'^"■^■''■l 

- dethe, But alie thyne other children ahaile deye of euylle dethe, SS^J'Sj^" 

»o bycatise of the synne of theyr fader, thyn husbondl whiche is a dli^bKBlus 
tyraunt ouer his peple, lecherous, & of euylle conseyence." The fiiUier'osin. 
quene wente ageyne homeward; and fonde her sone cold and" 
dede, and" told" her lord" what he hadde sayJ, hut therfor he 

34 amended" hym not. Wherfor pery ashed' alle his children. And" 
thus is here a good? ensample to vee and? kepe honeste lyf, and" to 
loue and* kepe in ryght his peple, and not greue them ns Boboam 
dyd". For the synne of the fe.det and' moder is iioysue to the FoniieiiBot 

i8 children, ae ye haue herd'toiwe. ■'hiia'*'" 
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[CHAPTER LXXX.] 

How noDe ought to repreue other of his meachyef. 
Capitulo Ixxx. 



shall telle joaanother 



mple,howAnna,thow7fofTholiye, 



Bpoke folysslily to her lonT, whiohe waa a good" and" a hooly 4 



fa, man, and biiryed the dede bodyes whicbe a paynym made to 

be alayn in the deapyte of God and of hia lawe, the whiche waa 

r'-M&, callyd Senacherib.] . . . *holy name. It befelt that upon a tyrae 

■J the duage of awaluea fett into the eyen of this good man Tobie, j 

u wherof that he was longe tyme hlynde, and in despite hereof his 

316; wiffsaide Yctohym that the God for whom be badberied so mam 

dede men shulde yeldc hym ayen his sight. And the good man 

r hb ansaered ber ayen in gret pacience, that alle was in the plesa^ince 1 

fpi of God; and wherupon it befett that she thereafter was gretly 

punisahed with diuerse maladies; and whanne it plesed vnto 

God, be yalde ayen the sight vnto this good man. And bi this 

ensaample no goode woman ahulde not diapiae nor apeke td- i 

kiadely unto her huabonde, ne sette the lasse bi bym for ani 

aikenesae that God senditbe; for the honde of God is as weS 

vpon bem that be bole aa upon hem that be aike, m ye bane 

herd bi Tobie, that was made bole of hia sight, and hie wiff that : 

er spake eueli was made sike. Wherof y wolde that ye kuewe an 
iBof "^ ■' •" . 

1'' other ensaumple of KagueR, that bad .vij. hosbondes, wbiche 

^•" the deuett slow alt, for aa moche as they vsed unkindeiy werke, 

'^^ whicbe as be not for to be reherced. And this good woman : 

iikid' undertoke and blamed atte a tyme her godsib, secretely betwene 

I'g"''" hem bothe, of an eueil dede that she had do; but she, that waa 

^ ferce and proude, reproued her opinly of her vij hnsbondes. 

And the good woman ansaered no thiuge ayen, but [toke] att in 1 

pacience, and began to wepe, saieng she might not do tberto, 

■i* and that God dothe att atte bis pleaaunce. And whanne God 

^J'"^^ sawe her bumilite, he gauo her the yonge Tobye to huabonde, 

J™* and they had children and * moebe worshipe togedre. And; 

■33. aho that had cbidde with her before and reproued her, badde 

moche shame and eaetl ende. And the good woman bad 
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woreliippe and good in grot habundaunce ; and therfor it ia 
good cBsaumple that none sliulde reproche atte otheres blame 
nor harme, for the veniatmce, punisaiones, and the iugementia of 
4 God he meruailouB. And snohe ofte puttagi'et blame in other, QoapuBfahw 
whiche aa God puniBBhetbe after with gvet veniaunces. biama oUien. 

And yet y woH teH you an other ensaumple upon 
the verta of paclence. 

8 ~TT"E haue weR hcrde aa upon that, aa tellithe the Bible, Job (eii from 
W how God wolde, and sufferithe lob, that was an holy 
man, to ho tempted, and to fatt from gret high worahippe 
andrichesGe intoloweastate, and thereto pouerte,aB he that was aa 

a mighti as riche as a kinge ; Furst, how he loat ia .vij. aones and 
iij doughtree; after, aS his bestailes and richesaee, and aB Ma 
faire duellinge placca ybrent, 80 that there belefte hjm no 
thinge aaue only hym aelff and bis wiff. And in bo moche that 

6 for bis gret pouerte he bad no loginge nor duellinge place but lo poiBriy 
upon a dongbiB, wherewith he badd also gret sikeneaae, 
nmladie, and lacie of suatenannce. And but aa bis wiET, with the But when 
releef of that that pepiH gane vnto her, she austeyned bia lyff in t™ to wamo 

romoclie tribulacion and aEgniaebe of pouerte, wherethorugH that wouWbDi; 
upon a tyme she waxc Inpacieus and wrathe, by temptacion of 
the fende'i and aaide vnto her huaboiide, "Sire, deie here upon 
this dongUH, and blame God of *thia diaeeee, sea ye mow [•Foi, S36. 

14 haue no beter," And the good man anauered her in this 
manere paciently, " Aa it pleaithe vnto God, ao mote it be ; wjing Ood 
for God jeuitb att, and God may take aS, and euer more "iBM <»><•> 
ythanked be God, and blessed be his name." Nor neuer, for 

18 Borw nor annoy that God aende hym, be Baida neuer other wise, 
but euer thanked God in gret pacience; for there was neuer 
disseee that he Buffered that made bym inpacieut, but atte aS 
tymee he thanked God. And whanne almighti God had eo ana God 

;a asaaied and proued hjm, and bia gret humilite and pacience, be ^'*Jj^ "^ 
redressed alt, and gaue bym as moche lionoure, worahip, ricbesae, J^'j^° 
and prospertte, as be bad before in all manere wise. And as 
' " 0( the fende " repeat«d in tlie MS. 
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this befelt in the aide testament, right so it befeR in the 
- nwe testament; as ye shalt finde ia the legende of aeint 
Eustace, that loste londes, goodes, wiff, and childe, wel iiigB the 
epace of xiij yere ; and afterwarde God releuithe, and restored 4 
hym ayen hia wiff, hie children, and aS hya goodes, in more 
prosperite [and] wordely worshippe thanne euer he had before 
that tyme. And therfor here is a good enaaumple that no crea- 
toure shulde disese other, for no aduersitee that God sendithe, for 8 
there ia no man wotithe the fortnnea nor auentures comlnge, or 
what ehatt befatt, for (hat ia in the knowinge and eufferaunce 
of God, And for ani tribulaoion that may befatt, euerraore man 
is yhoiinde to thanlie God, and to resseiue aR in pacience, with i: 
faithefutt hope in the mercy and grace of God, as ye may see 
■ the ensaumple here of Job and seint 'Eustace, that suffered 
maai tribulaciones, pouertees, and aduersiteea, and afiway thei 
woet iveB in thare thought and beleue that it was in the might 16 
of God to relene and forto store hem vnto the double, whaiine 
it liked hym of his grace. Lo, thua may ye see and know the 
> gret merito and rewarde that longithe vnto these vertues, 
pacience, humilite, and good hope, and euermora atte all tymefi 
lob thanking and seruing God. 
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[CHAPTER LXXXL] 
[Of King Herod and Herodias,] 

Nother ensaumple y witt tett you of an euelt woman, Hero- 
dya-j whiche king Herode helde and withdrew from hia 
brother herhusbonle that wasaBympleman. But kings 
Herode was diuerse couettous and right malicious; and this was 
he that made alee the Innocens weninge forto haue slaine the 
alinighti kinge IhesMs' For whan the sterre made demonstraunce »s 
of his birthe wherof Herode hadde gret feere that such lynige 
shulde take awey from hym hia Heaume ; and therfor he made 
elee aR the yong children Innocens. And also he was falce and 
traytour vnto his owne brother, in withholdynge and kepinge 3> 
hya wyff from hym, ayenst God and the lawe. Whanne seint 
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lohon the haptisfc reproued of that foule eynne, and' the falce »nd «ii9n 
woman Hcrodjas, for hate and despite that she bad viito seint b^madihon 
lohan, because he blamed lier and preched ayenst her Bjnne, p"' '*' ^'"^ 

4 she purchaced his dethe of Herodea. This was a diuerae and a 
false woman, and so [s]he hadde an euett ende, and her fajs lorde 
Herode also, for he deide of gret veniaunce, that smale * wormea • [FoI, m, 
slow hyin as he slow snjiile children, yong Innocens. And right And tierod 

8 BO it plesed vnto God that he shuldo deye vengeably, bi the leste leut iwng 
quiche thiK^r that miizht be, as hi smale wormes in his hondes, nmu'wonn! 

. . in hit body. 

in att his membres and body, that ete hym, and made hym ~ 
forto deye. Lo, thus y haue spoke unto you of diuerse women 

a (hat were not good, as it is continued in the Bible, and forto be 
ensBumple vnto you and other, that ye may be ware do none 
euett; and so y shal now enti-ete and telt you of a good 
woman, the whiche holy scripture preisitbe gretly. And therfor 

6 it is good to rememhre and to recorde the coudiciones of the 
good, in eusaumple to other bi thaire vertu ; for the good dedes ^"'^ ^™^ 
in TBannce of hem that were Kood is a faire mirrour and gret "'nwind 

° = eWqlplB ID 

enssumples vnto women that be now, and also for hem thatj^™^^ 
ao sbult be hereafter : whereof the farst 
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[CHAPTER LXXXII.] 
Eneanmple is of Sarra, whom the soripture hathe 

in gret Beoomiuendaciou. 
^Arra was wiff vnto Abraham, and she was bothe good and smh -u 
wise, and God kepte her from mani periles; for whanne Abraiiam, 
king Pharao toke her bi strengthe, God sende hym mani 
Eorues, sikenesses, and mi^cheues, vnto the tyme that ho had de- 
liuered and Restored her ayen vnto her huabonde. And so God "t™ Oo* 
38 kepte and saued her, tlioraga his goodnesse and her holy praiera, Kw^n™. 
as he bathe kepte and Mued mani holy men and women from 
water, from dethe of suerd", and from many other turmentya, as 
it is conteynedin the legeiide of the *lyffof BeiuteH. This Sarra •[Ful si, 
33 Buffered mani shames and mani sorueB, and she was an hundred ^^^ ^,,en 
yere bttraine of childe bcringe; but for the ferme faithe and the uudci^ " 
' Omit " and." 
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e trouthe that she had alwey vnto her huabonde, and for her gret 
humilite, God gane her grace to conceiue a faire childe, whiche 
was after an holy man, and that waa Ysaac, of whom that come 
the -xjj. linages whiche God gaue vnto hym for the bounte of 4 
hiB true mcNier. 

[CHAPTER LXXXm.] 
Of Bebecca the wife of Isaao.] 

' 4^"''^^'' ensaumple y ahal tett you, of Rebecca, which was ft 
l\ woman of gret goodnease and passingly fairenesBe, and 8 
fuR of att vertuous condicion. And this Rebecca praisithe 
gretly holy ecriptnre, as to be faitbefutt and humble ; and she 
WBH wiff vnto Ysaac, moder vnto lacoh, as the ecriptui'e witneea- 
ith, and how ^he loued and honoured her hushonde aboue att n 
thirggea. And she bepte her selff euer more curteys, and so 
humble and so ptesaunt of ansttere vnto her husbonde, that as 
the dethe ehe dede to do hym pleaaunce, or to make hym 
wrotbe, so that, bi gret humilite that was in her, she aemed bet«r i6 
to haue be tbe Eeruauat or the chauiuhrere of the hous thaune 
for to haue be the ladie or maistrease. And she was longe tyme 
nd God, lo barein, hut God, that louithe truthe and holy mariage, and for 
mebettnD the gret humilite of her, he sent her .ij. children, whiche were lo 
yhorn atte one tyme, and that one was Esaw and that other 
lacob ; whiche lacob badde -xij. Bones that were the princes of 
"[Foi.34S. ,xij. lynages, wherof the *piat«tt upon tlie feest of Alhalwynne 
haioisd mahithe mencioo. And this Rebecca loued best her sone lacob, 14 
aier. nnd and she made hym hi her gret wysdom to haue the blesainge of 
buin ths his fader, bicaaee he coude beat cheuisahe hym selff, and was of 
iabihm; good puruiaunce, and in that she was like vnto the condicion of 

a lyoneaae, that louithe the faon beste of her bringinge forthe, sS 
that canne leue by praye, and puruey for hym selff. For lacob 
was of gret prudence, and Eaaw loued hnntyng for the venison, 
ren gf tiis and to pley and to chace for the wylde beestis in the forest. So 
n often that the childe of one fader and of one moder be not of one 3> 
uni- condicion, but they loue and desire eche oontrarie unto other. 
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i you an euGaumple of a goixl man and of a good a gaot mu 
iiiat were longe tyme togedre, and thei might haue no hsa qo chu. 
children: and tttte the laste God sent hem a childe of gret »iiai <n oia 

' ° flgs and 

4 fairenesae. And before that thei hadde ani childe, they Ladde *™' ihema 
promCBsed vnto God that thei wolde yeue her furst childe vnto °f'[^'"" 
the scruice of God and vnto holy ohirche. And after that, thei '^'"'^; 
had another childe, that woa not so faire, and tiianne thei iiwjr had an 

B chaunged her purpose, and wolde putte the childe that waB not noimiwr, 
80 faire Tnto the Beruice of the chirche, and thei wolde with- '?^^'°" 
holde the fairest to he thaire heyre. Whereof God was dieploped, J^^"^^ 
and toke awey from hem hothe her children ; nor neuer after- J^'jJ'gJ^ 

* warde they hadde no mo children, wherof they had" gret Boru '"' 
and displesaunce, but God *Iete hem wete bi the prophete the '[Foi.au 
cause and occasion therof. So that hi thia it is good eneaumple 
how in what wise no creatoure ahulde make no proraesBC vnto 

6 God, but suche as they wolde truli holde, for God may not be 
Bcomed nor deceiued, as he that wolde haue gene hym the 
foulest, and hane kepte the fairest for hym eellf. For there shal 
neuer come no welthe vnto hem that do in such wise, as to 

o avowe her children vnto God and holy chirche for to bo religious, 
and after to withdrawe bem therfrom. Wherof y haue Bajoe these ThCi b mn n 
ensaumples bi mani that haue be withdrawe oute of abbeyes, for ")u>t ii ofts 
thaire londos and gret reuenuB that haue befatt vnto hem aft«r whsnnmny 

4 the decese and dethe of thaire kynne and fi'endes ; and att it f"™ Bbbeje 
causithe couetise, that hathe made hem for to leue thaire reli- """oerfch 
giouBete. They hane hadde afterwarde therfor euetl ende and 
ehamfult, as men or women that haue lyued in vuclene lyff ayenst 

5 the promesBe and behest the whiche tliey had made vnto almighti 
God, bi the aduise of her frendes and thaire wilful consentinge. 
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[CHAPTER LXXXIV.] 

[Of Leah the wife of Jacob.] 

wolt tett you the enBaumple of Alia the wiff of lacoh. The Tiifl dim. 
Bible praysitheher moche, and saithe that she loued her hus- rorberhi 
bondesoueraiuly,and was of gretchumblesEe unto hym, with iiuabnDd. 



sM tlie Heuerence that she coude, euennore atte all tymeE. And 
whanoe ehe hadde cbilded, she thunked Ood with gret lowly nease 
and deuocion. And tlierfor God gaue her the sij prioces, of the 

• which there come xij lignes, the whiche were good and worthi 4 
men, and loued and' * dredde Ood ahuue att thinges. Aod thaire 
fader and moder praied for them euery day whiles thei were yonge, 
that God woMe puruey for them thomgh his higfi grace in 
Buche wise bb they might euermore continue in her true eeruice ; 8 
and tberfor thei were holy folke, and they were worshipped hefore 
att other. So here ia a good enaaumple that eueriche fader and 
moder ia beholJe to praie for her children in the wise as the 
said Jacob an[dj Alia praied vnto God. For y lete you wete that la 
neuer, for defauute nor Riotte that her children treapased not 
unto them, they cursed hem not atte no tyme, but blamed hem 
with correccion as belongithe vnto fader and moder to do vnto 
thaire childe; for an hundred tyme were it heter to bete the '6 
childe thanne for to curse hym at ani tyme, for of cursinge 
befallith niani diuerae perilles, wherof y ahatt tell you an 

K ensaumple of a woman that was frowarde and angri of lyght to 
displesaunce, and she had an busbonde of the same condiciou. io 

'< And so they had a soite that hadde do a defauute ayenst hem 
bothe, whcrfor that thei cursed hym, and the childe that was 
yonge and of liteli cunnynge wratthed atte hem curayng, and 
ansuered his fader and moder Inpaciently and folyly, wherof H 
the fader and moder were bothe yroua so fett and displeeed, 
bothe atte ones thai betoke hym and gaue hym vnto the deuett 
of hett, and aR sodeuly the fuule aneniy ceaed the childe by 
the armcs and Icfte hym up from the erthe. And ouer alt where »8 
as the deuett had touched the childe, the fere •fastened upon 
hym in suche wise that the childe loste his membres, and waa 
euermore afterwarde disfigured. And therfor it ia gret perilt 
for fuder and moder to curse her children, ne forto destenie hem 31 
vnto any wicked thiuge, or forto yeue bem vnto the foule fende, 
that is Euemyc and aduersarie to alt mankynde. And therfor 
take here a good eusaumple, and bethenke, in what wise ye he, 
ye owe to praie for youre childe unto God, as lacob and Alia 3* 
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praied that God wolde yeue his children lynee and generaoion 
andmulfiplicacionandenhaunsinge vntohia gloria and worshipe; 
and do not as the man and woman folyly for thaire wratho to 
4 curse thaire aone, & to yeue hyni vnto the deuett of hetl, 
wherof the childe was euer after in peritt aH hye lyff. 

[CHAPTER LXXXV.] 
Of Bciahel the second wife of Jacob.] 

INother ensaumple y shalt teR you of Eacel, the second" wiff a 

g l-\ of tacob, that was moder vnto loBeph, tliat solde his breth- j^ 
erin in Egipte. Of her spekithe the holy scripture, bow 
truly that she loued her huahonde, and of the gret obeysaunoe that 
she was vnto hym. So she was moder vnto tLe said Joseph, of an 

] whom she deyed in gesyne. And hit is aaide that it waa he- b. 
cause of the pride and ioye that she hadde of her cMlde, and 'h 
thanked not God deuoully of her childinge, as Alya the furst 
wiff hadde ydo. And therfor here is a good ensaumple vnto 

6 women in what wise thei owe to worship, to thante, and to 
praise God of his yefte of grace that eendithe hem good auen- 
ture of her childinge and in her guyses. * As a noble lady that [ 
was queue of Hungri, that atie the tyme whanne she shulde a 

o trauaile of ohilde, slie sent vnto the collages vnto the holy peple «i 
to piaie for her and her cliilde, and aft^r the cliildea biilhe the '"^ 
childe thanking and preisinge vnto almighti God of his priuilege ''' 
tbat had youen ' grace, helthe, and prosperite, unto her and her 

4 childe. And, atte the day of her Eeuett and puriflcacion, that 
she shulde he cherisshed, she lete it be do simply withoute gret 
noye, but sent for pore pepitt, and gaue hem gode to worship 
God and to praie for her childe. And this good ladi offered 

8 her owne childe atte the auuter before God, heseehiuge hym with 
gret humilite and douocion tliat wolde multeplie her childe in 
his grace and loue of the pepitt ; and in thra wise, thonigh the 
gooJ praiers of the moder, al her children were enhaunced vnto a 

,1 gret worshippe and grace before God and the worlde ; and nc 
thus, bi uertu and humilite of this noble lady, aH her children 
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come vnlo gret nobloEae. Wherby ye may see how God is plesed 
with deuoute praiera and of huiuhle creatoures, for, of trotithej 
the Bone of the fader of heueue descended from aboue into the 
glorious uii'gine Marie as moehe for her humilite as for the 4 
chaatite ; for, aR-be-it that she was pure, chaste, and clene, with- 
onte ani synne, bo was she the most meke and humble of eS 
cireatoures, as it shewithe whan she conceyued oure Saaeoure 
lhe»tt» ' by the annunciacion angelyk, where as she eaid her selfT S 
" Teehe, lo, me, the * hamble chaumbrere of God 1 his wiS and 
plesauuce be fulfelled in me." 

[CHAPTER LXXXVL] 
[Of the queen of Cyprus.] 
ANd also ye BbuH understonde, bi another ensanmple whiche u 
l\ y shall telt you of the queue of Cipre, she might haue no 
childe, and she was of gret age; how be, atte the laste, 
thorugfi good praiers of her and of her hnsbonde, God eende hem a 
fairesoDe,wherof there was raadegret ioyethorugbatt thereaume. ifi 
And of the gret ioye that thei had, they made crie festis and iustis. 
And thei sent for all the gret lordes and ladies that might come 
to the feete, where there was gret noheltee and pleute of RicbeflBes, 
HO that att was fulfelled with ioye and melodic of mynstreH. And to 
the fest was fulfelled and acomplet in eueri wise, as longed vnto 
the byenesse of the birthe of the kinoes childe. But how it befett 
that for the escessiue vayne glorie of the birthe that was made of 
the childe, & not thanlcinge God duly, deuouUy, and humbly, as 34 
the king and the quene shnlde haue do in yelding prasing vnto 
almighti God, it happed that, whanne thei were atte dyner in her 
most ioye, the childe deyde, bicause it was saide the ehilde was 
ouercliarged with couerture. And whanne this was opened, know, a8 
and tolde thorugh tJie kingges court, al they that were before 
in gret ioye and gladnesse, al sodenly it was turned into sorw 
and heuynesse, and bo thei departed. And, therfor, here is an 
ensaumple hov there aught not to be no suche fayne glories 31 
atte festis for the birthe of * the childe, but prasingo and 
thankyng vnto God, pr&ieng hym deaontly to perfoanne his 
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creatoure by his grace vnto good lyff and good ende ; for God 
yeuithe and eendithe where hym pleaithe, bi praiere and good 
levinge, and he withdrawithe his grace, and abortithe the lyff of 
4 men and women and childe, bycause of synne. 

[CHAPTER-^ LXSXVn.] 
[Of the daughter of Pharaoh.] 

ISbaH tett you an euaaumple upon a good dede of cbaritee 
of a liinggea dougbter, that noriashed Moyses, bo as y shall 
o Bflie you after the luea, that were the pepitt of God, tbei were 

in seruagfl as prisonera in Egipte, where Pbaro was kinge. And 
bycauBe that he 6awe the pepill of lues multeply gretly, the 
said king Pharoo bad gret dieplesaunce therof, and comauuded 

II to slee att the children excepts one. And whan the moder of ro 
Moyses saw that ber childe must be deliuered vnto the dctbe, la 
she putte her childe in a vessel within a Byuer, and lete bym 
dryne foorthe with tbe etreme, and went bi auenture where it 

i6 plesed vnto Gnd, aa she tliat bad gret pitee and sorw, and 
badde leuer to putte her childe in the Jiande of God thanne to 
Bee hym be sbiyne before ber. And so it plesed vnto God, the 
vessel! aryued before the cbaumbre of tbe doughter of king 

3o Pbaroo, within a lyteR yle, where as tbe kyuggee doughter 
and other ladies were in her disport and playeng, and sawe tbe 
vesaett aryue fast bi hem; and the kingges doughter wttA ber w 
women, tbei went into' the vesselt, where thei fonde a yonge fo 

3\ childe of gret fairenesse. Wherof the kingges *doughter had • 
bothe pitee and ioye, and bare tbe childe with her, and made 
hym to be norisahed in her garderobe, and called bym in bourde 
her sone ; of the wbicbe childe there come mocbe welthe after- 

i8 wardea. For God cbes and ordeyned bym to be maiater and m 
gouernour of bis peple, and shewid hym raani of bis secres, and or 
tokebym tbe yeerde wherewith he departed the aee,and wherewith »' 
also he made tbe water to come oate of the stone. And also be 

3i toke hym the tables of the lawe, and shewed hym mani mo secrete 
thingges, for the loue that God had unto bym. But for tbe nori- 

' rie French hat " dedeoB." 
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ture and seruioe that this lady had ydo ynto Moyaes, Bhe was right 
wett rewarded, for God forgetithe not the aeruice that ia do by 
waye of charitee and io reuerenee vnto hym, as for to norisflha 
orphelyns and for to endoctrine hem in vertu and science. 4 

TEer wfta a goodly lady that hadde but a yonge childe vnto 
her aone, that wente forto bathe hym, and happed to plonge 
and to fall in a depe pitte withinne the Ryuer, where as 
he was -viij. dayea, And the moder that had loste the childe 3 
waa charitable, and, in the reuerenee of God and of seint 
Elisabeth, had norisshed before mani pore children that were 
faderles and moderles. So it befell that the .viij. nig^t the 
moder dremed that her sone was in a depe pitte full of water, n 
and how seint Elizabeth kepte hym, and speltinge ynto her in 
this wise, " That forasmoche as ye haue be pitous, and norisshed 
pore orphelyns, God witt not * that youre childe deje nor 
perisahe ; wherfor drawe hym oute of the pitte where as he ia." i6 
And hereupon the moder arose ; and as she had dremed, she 
went, and bad her childe hole and quicke oute of the depe pitte 
withinne the Reuer ; and the childe saide uuto hia moder, "A. 
faire lady hat& keptc me from dethe, bicauae that ye haue be lo 
pitoua unto pore children, and norisshed the orphelyns for the 
loue of God and of that ladi that wolde not suffre me to deye, 
but she bathe saued me." Lo, herein ia a faire enaaumple how 
it ia profitable to norisshe, with good wiR, pore orphelyua and J4 
yonge children, and to putte hem to lerning of a science ; for it 
is a charitable dede that plcsithe moche God. And also by this 
how it is sheued us in ensaumple hi the bynde, that, whanne the 
moder of other beatia be slaine, yet woft she gladly, of her ^8 
gentitt nature, norisshe the yonge ther as she comithe, and 
kindithe hem till they may enateine hem aelff. 

[CHAPTER LXXXVni.] 

[Of Bahab of Jerioho.] 

V Nother ensaumple y ahatt telt you upon this same naraK, j 
how it befett in the towne of lerico, there was a woman 
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that waa called Baab, and ehe was blamed amouge the pepitt, 
tut she was charitable. So it befeH that certaine holy men were Some 
come into the towne forto teche and preclie the pepilt, atid they "ws craeiijr 
4 fonde the BEiid pepitt peruerae, full of malice and crueliicsBe, in "aii»ii wd 
so moclie tliat they were chased ouer att, that of neceabite they 
went aud hidde hem withiuue the Lous of Raab, under gret 
trnsEea of flexe and hempe, so * that they of the towne coude • [Pol 8M. 

t8 nut fynde hem, for no eerche that thei made. And afterwarde, 
in the derke night, she aualed hom by a corde from aboue of the "mi lonwei 
toune walles, in BUche wise aa they were asuaped and were saued, 'he (owb 
Bo that God quitetb her, and rewarded her gretly, for that"""- 
IB can^e; for the tonne was aftcrwarde take by thayrc euemys, 
bothe men and women, and pershed, sauf A aab d 1 ny, 

whom God keptc and saued, for by cause thut h b d d aud Far ihia ui 
deliuered his eeruauntis from thaire enemy And tb f as I's'iw'iier 
16 God saithe in the Gospett, that the good and th -a i che •linger, 
is do vnto bis ministrees, in Lis name and f 1 1 tb t lie 
wolde yelde it ayenne an hundred double Yut b m tb t bau it ; 
wherefor sucbe good dedes, it is noble tbinge t b d d to vse, 
20 whanne they sliaH be yolde ayenne an bund d f Id m 

kj I ^Eerof y wol thatye wote the ensuumple of seint Anaataoe, ooddoiiiend 
I that was pntte in preson, but God made her to be dely- from prfaoD, 
uered, and lete her wete that it was for because that she luiii tiMumer- 
54. Busteiiied and releued pore prisoners with her owne good ; for rn^uon. 
assone as slie wast where there was any pore priaonere that waa 
yprisoned for ani necessite of wronge, of enmyte, or be any 
deaeite, she wolde goo releue hem, and yeue hem of her goodea, 
_ aS and belpe hem vuto her deliueraunce ; and for that cause God 

^^^■^ guerdoned and quitte lier theifor an hundred double. Aud also 
^^^H t£e good lorde Ih««u Crist saithe in the Gospett, that, attfi the chriat 
^^^^p day of lugement, be wolle '*' baue mercy upon hem that viaite aud •[Foi. ht, 
I 3a haue pitee upon poure priaonera, eike folke, aud poure women ^^^ '^^ 

tbat lye in lesyne; for, atte the dredfutt day, be woR axe ™«i'"L 
acomptes, where as there shall uoiie sterte to yelde ausuei'e, 
wherof y doute that maul thaU be reprised aud vndertake, in 
.g6 dufauutc of good ansuere. And tberfor, fail's dougbtres, thinke 
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therupon, and take eueaumple of seint Aragoa that was quene 
Bd of Frnunce, that iiisited the poiire priaotiers, aod noriBshed 
orphelieus, and releaed the eike folkcs. And whoime she might 
not entende hereto, for doute of diaoheifcaunoe vnto the kiiige 4, 
her lorde,pnuely ehe forsoke lier lorde, and refused all worldely 
ioye, and come into Peytiers, into an abbey of ladyes, and putte 
her Eelff in hahite amonges horn to serue God atte her leyeer 
and plesaunce. And sen hedirto God hathe sheued gret S 
miracles for her ; and how there was a tree in the middes of 
her cloystre, that gaoe vmhre and shadow of longe tjme, and 
was woxe olde and drye; but God, atte the piaier of this holy 
lady, renued the tree in suche wj-Be as it hadde a nwe barke 11 
all fresshe and grene, and nwe bruunches fnll of grene leues, 
semyng vnto att creatouree that it waa a thijig ayenst the 
courts of nature, hut only by tjie might of God, to whom no 
thing is inpossible. Aad so ho hathe wrougjit for thia good ifi 
to lady mani other greet miracles. And therfor, here is vnto you 
good enBaumple to be charitable, and to aae the werkea of 
charite, as ye liaue herde before of two ladyes and of the good 
Baab, how in what wi^e almighti God rewarded hem in the 90 
ende for * thaire good scruioe. 



CHAPTER LXXSIX. 

[Of Temperanoe ia eating and drinking.] 

J' ■ wol tett you another enaaumple, of the fader and moder 
I of Sampson the fort, ivhiche were holy folkes, and trew in 14 
"^ her mariagc, but they might haue no cbild«, how it be 
that they made raaiii cryengges upon God, with pruiers of liigli 
deuocion. And it fett on a day that the good woman went 
vnto the chirche, atte that tyme called the temple ; and so as gs 
1 she made her praiera wepinge, and full of lamentaciou, God 
' of hia goodnesae hadde pite on her, and lete her wete hi an 
aungel that ahe shulde haue a childe, the whiche shulde be 
tbe strengeat man that eaer was, and he ahulde eubaunce 31 
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the lawea of Gcd U his strengthe. And whanne this good 
woman had viiderBtonde by the auugeH in what wise she a 
ehulde hane a childe, she went forthe in haste to her huBbonde, 
4 and (olde hym how God of his goodnesse hathe purueyed for 
her, and that she shulde here a eone, whenipon her huabonde 
putte hym in prayer, beseching ynto God that it pleaed hym 
to shewe hym by his aungett as he hadde ahewede vnto hia 
8 wiff. And thaiine God sent vnto hem bothe his aungel, speking '« 
vnlo hem in this wise, " God comaunditho you hothe to suffre ''?' 
and to do abstinence, and that ye kepe and gouerne youre ^' 
chiide from excesse of drinkinge, and from delicasies of dinerse •* 

1 a metes ; " for the aungett saide vnto hem, '' excesae and gromandiae 
in etyng and drinkinge weriihe ayenst the body and the soule." 
And whanne the aungcH had said in this wise, he depai-ted 
from hem, and they fulfelled the * comaundement of God bi • 

i6 the aungeH, and fasted, and dede gret abstinence, & afterwards 
thei hadde thia childe, that mightly maintened Ooddea lawe ai 
ayenat the payent[s], and made mani gret occyaionea and dedly eti 
batailes upon hem, as God gaue hym strengthe and halpe hym "* 
p theiio, for with his owne hondea he discomfited .iij. M' peraonca. 
^And therfor, hi this, here is a good eneaumple to do abstinence, 
iDd for to fast e ; for who ao wilt deuontly require and beseche 

•■ God, it mot he by ofte confession, with giet repentaunce of 

34 misleujng, and bi fastinge and abstinences, by the whiche we 
may wj-nne of almighti God nil that we praie for. And aa 
the aungeR saide vnto the fader & inoder of Satnpson the 
fort, that thci shulde hepe thaire childe from ouer moche 

iS etyuge, but atte <he hourea resonable, and that more ouer in 
Bpeeial ouer moche driukicge ; ■wherfol" thut whanne the an 
holy anngel, that knowiihe so moche bi the vertu of God, o( 
and defended these ij vices, thaniie it is gode eusanmple "' 

ja to aH men and women how thei shulde eachew and Le ware 
of these and of att other vicea. For by this ij vices we 
entre into the .vij. dedely synnea, as ye shal fiiide it more 
pleinly in the boke of youre hietheren, where it spekithe 

36 how ther was an hetmite that feH into that ajnne of glofenie. 
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by the wbiche afterwardej he fett into att the .vij. declly 
Bynuej, for he chesithe the synne of glotonie, wenjnge that 
it had be the IcHte of att the ayniieB, wherof y ehal tett 
you how Salamon Baithe in a boke that he makithe of an 4 
ensaumple. 

rUrst, that wyne trouhelit""!, makithe rede eyen, and feble 
to the Eight, and impetrithe the Eree herkeninge, and 
Etoppithe the noBtrelies; and it makithe the uisage falce S 
fleumed rede, and futt of white whelkes, and nmkith the 
hondes to tremble and to quake, and waschiti the good blode, 
and febehthe the Bynnuea and the vaynes; it chaungithe the 
body, and it liaatitb the dethe, and troubelitbe the witte and u 
memoi'ie, wherupon, as eaithe Salamon, that tliere may be 
no good woman nor trewe of her body and she be drunken, 
for, of alt the [unjgoodly condiciones that may be in a woman, 
dronkynnesao is the worete ; for whan she is drunke, she ia i6 
diiiposed to att mauere vnclennesse and vices. Wherfor, fairs 
doughtres, be ware of that foule eynnc and vice of dronkinncBae, 
and of other delicious of ouer moche etijige ; for onis vpon 
tbo day to ete and drinke, it is angelik; and .ij. tymes it ia lo 
the lyfT of man and woman; and for to ete ofte tymes after 
the flesshely appetitej it is the holy lyff' of a beate. And eS 
1 coniitlie but of vsaunce and cuatume; for right aa ye cuatama 
I youre selff in youre youthe in etingo and drinkinge, and in 14 
att youre other dispoaicion, right bo ye Bhatt desire euer 
more for to continue in youre age. And therfor it behouithe 
and it is right necessarie, faire dougbtei-a, that ye putte remedie 
euermore controrie to the fiessbely appetite, that vertn and iS 
worahip gouerne you euer more; aa ye may gee bi tliia 
ensaumple of the good aungel that taught and eufor'med 
the fader and moler of Sampson the fort.' But this aungel 
apake not in like wise as the anngeS that warned Zacbai'ie, 31 
bow that bis wifT sbulde bere a cliilde and shulde he called 
lohn, the wbiche shulde neue[rj diiiike wyiie nor ale. But this 

' t/of holj (iphollv) the lyff. Fr. " vie de bette," p. 176, ed. 1854. 



or DEBORAH AND ST. KATHEEINy. 1] 

childe SampsoD was ordeined and enatabeltaahed by the might 
of Godj acd bi the swerde, to kepe the faithe ayeuat the payena 
find Ennemys of God. And aeint lotn was committed and who >™s w 

4 ordeined bi God to precbe the faithe, and forto be mirrour tatth and ii 
aud ensauinple of chastite, of faatisge, and abstinence, and 
forto were the hayre, in abewing vnto ua oure soluacion and 
lyff euerlastinge; how he it that y passe oner in this matere, 

8 and y sbal teH you an other eneaumple. 

CHAPTER XC. 
[How childien ought to be sent to sohool.] 

ISbatt tett you an other eneaimiple of a good woman and neiionii. 
a lady, that hailde a dougliter ynamed Delbora, whicfi weniio 
I dougbter she putte vnto scole ; and by vertu and grace of 

the holy goate, this maide Delbora, so futt of pacience and of 
sapience, she Joued holi scripture, & she was of holy lyfF, and 
knewe the secretia of God, and spake of thinges that were anii becami 

! i6 to come, in bo raocbe that, for eo gret wisdom that was in her, 
as the pepitt was counsailed bi her, & in especiatt of tbingges 
that were to comen touchinge vnto the Eeaume. And she had 
an huabonde tbat was dispiteous and cruett, but sbe, [by] heraojb^bor 
o gret witte and good gouernaunee, she coude byhaue her selffhercmei 
BO wett vnto hym that euer more she pleaed hym, and brought 
fajTm oute of bys frensye, and made hym paisible 'vnto her •[FoI.sn, 
and vnto all other peple. And bi this good ensaumple that „|j,j)np,, 

I 34 yong womeuj maydeues, sbulde be putte vnto scole to lerce wDmen"hou 
vertuona thingea of the scripture, wherethorugb thei may khooI. 
the beter ace and knowo thaire Eauuement, and to duetl and 
for to cfichewe al that ia cue! in manere, as detle tlie good 

I a8 lady Delbora. And in the same wise seint Katerice, that, by ai" saint 
her witte aud clei^, with the grace of the holy goet, abe n^raimih 
ammounted and ouercome the grettest phiJoscphera in Grece, sophs", 
and by her clergie and atedfast faithe abe wanne the victory 

}. 31 of martirdom. And her body waa borne xij lunieys longe 
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? A BOY WHO HAD .GOD IN HIS HEAET, 



Aim B chad her blessed bodi yelilithe oyle vnto this daje. And yet y 
wiio had been ahalt telt you an enaaumple of a cbilde of ix yere, the 
Mhooi, dut wlijche had be iiii yere atte the scole; and bi the grace of 
f'w^- God he disputed the faithe ayenst the payeiis, and ouercome ^ 
hem atl in. errour; so that there was sum of the payons that, 
whance tliey aspied hym, thei toke hym and mauaced hym 
to stone hym vnto deth, or ellys forto do hym to deye by 
sum other cruel turmeut ; but, for no thinge that they condo 3 
do, they might not make the chUde forsake his faithe ; and 
atte the laste they axed the cbilde where was his God that 
he leuid Inne. And he ansuered hem, " My God is in heuene, 
and euermore stedfastly withiimo my eoule, and within myn i: 
«iio«^- berte;" and hereupon the payens slough the cbilde, and 
him, for (lispite drowe oute his berte, forto see yef hys God were 

•[Foi.sst. theriu. And whanne *tbey had opened bis hert, they sawe 
••hen HKhite that there flawe oute of it a white doue. And bi that iS 
othisiiean. miracle, mani of hem were conuerted vnto the faith, and 
beleued in God. And therfor this is a good enaaumple to 
putte yonge children vnfo the scole, and to make hem bokya 
of wisdom and of science, and bokes of vertu and profitable »• 
ensauniples, whereby they may see the saueraent of the soiile 
and of the body by the ensauniples of good leninge of the 
holy faderes before us, and not forto studie in the bokis that 
iiiib«t*rto Bpeke of lone fables, and of other wordely vaniteea. For it is *4 
nfhoijihring beter and more noble tliinge to here apeke of (rood ensaumples, 
^j^wid and of vertuous leuinge of seintes, whlche profitethe to oure 
sowles and body, thaiine forto studie or to rede of fayned 
stories and fables, sncbe as may not cause encrese of science, li 
and is inprofitable vnto the aoule. How be it there be BUche 
men that haue opyuiou that thei wolde not Tpat ber wj-ues 

L nor her doughtres ebulde knowe no thinge of the scripture: 

as touchinge vnto the holy scripture, it is do force though 3! 
women meditl not nor knowe but litett therof but forto i-ede ; 
eueri woman it ia the beter that canne rede and haue knowinge 
of the lawe of God, and forto haue he lerned to haue vertu 
and science to withstonde the perillea of the sowle, and forto 36 



) HER STEPSONS. 



nse and escerse the wevkya of thaire sauenient, for that is 
thinge aproned and necesaarie to aH women, 

CHAPTER XCI. 
[Of love to stepchildren.] 
4 kN other ensaumple y elial tett you, of a good lady named i 
LM Eufh, of whom des'cended the kinge Dauid. Holy scrip- 
ture praisithe moohe the same lady, for ehe louithe God i 
truly, and she honoured hym. And she honoured and oheyed > 
E vnto lier hushondc, as a good woman, atto att tymes ; and for ' 
the lone of her hustonde she honoured and loued att hia 
Irendca, and bare hem more fauour and priuete thanne vnto 
her owne frendes ; wherupon it befeB that after, whanne her 
;a husbonde wa3 dede, Lis sones that were of another wyff, they 
wolde haue lefto her no thinge, nor londea, heritage, nor meuhle ; 
and she was of a straunge contre, and fer fiom her frendea, 

- And the woman feH into a gret heuinesse bi the oocaBion 
6 hereof; but the frendes of her husbonde, that ioued her for a 

the gret goodneaae and chersinge tliat thei had founde in her ii 
the tyme before in her huabondoa [lyff] ', they withstode ayenst the ^ 
Bonea of her liusbonde. And thei were with her in her helpinge, 
10 in so moche that she had al that she aught to haue by right 
.and of custume. And in this wise the good womao saued and 
wanne her owne, for the frens^hipe and good campani that 

- she had ydo vnto the kyn of hor huBhonde, and veto his 
r4 frendes, whiles he was Icuinge. And therfor here ia a good » 

enaaumple how enory good woman owithe to worshippe and [' 
to loue kyn and frendea of her husbonde ; for ay the more > 
semblannt of loue that she ahewithe vnto hem, the more welthe 
i8 she ahal haue amongea hem. So aa it befett vnto the good 
Jady right that, forto loue and worahippe the kyn and frendea 
of her huabonde, ehe * recoucred her luste partie of the heritage ■ 
and the goodea of her huabonde, in the mauere as ye haue 
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CHAPTEB XCII. 
[Of women who honour their huEbanda.] 
0[w] y will telt you another en Eauin pie of a good lady pat 
the gretly forto be praysid, and she was ynamed Aby- 
gal,&ahehiitlanhusl)onde thatwaaof meniailouaconuer- 4 
sacion vnto Ler, and unto hia neigheboures, and enelt apekinge 
of hem. So it befeH he had do a forfeit vnto the kinge 
■tioni ibB Dfluid, wheifor that the kinge wolde destroie hyra and putfe 
puitsdn^; hym to dethe ; but the good woman hia wifT, that was wise, ^ 

she went vnto the kinge, and clothed her selff in louly wise, 
butihenuda and with the faire speche that slie made, she made pees be- 
tweanUwini twene the kinge and hev huabonde, so that she kepte liym 

atte that tyme, and at manl other tymea, in grefc and dluerae '" 
daungeres and perilea, that he had deaerued bi hia folyes and 
hys wicked speche. And atte alt tymes this good ladi amended 
hia defauufea by her prudence aad goodneaae, wherfor that she 
owithe to be gretly preiaed, And also for aa nioche as she '^ 
suffered paciently the payne and aorw that he made her forto 
kn snampiB endure. And therfor hero is a good enaaumple vnto euery 
ksepjnur good woman how ahe ia beholde to snffre her husbonde; and 

pai aho owithe to aupporte hym oner aH and to aaue and so 
kepe hym, how be it that he be fole or diuerse, synne God 
hathe knette hyra togedre by bonda of maiiage ; for, in aa mocbe 
aa ahe hathe gretly to suffi-e, and she deport her selff humbly, 
• |Piii. B9, and goueme her goodly vnto her husbonde, and ayenat * his *4 
folye, so moche the more she ahalt be beloued of God, and 
worshipped in the worlde ; aa y witt shewe by an ensaumple 
Agmrfindy, of a goo(I lady and wife* vnto a Scnatour of Rome. This 
Roniiii Senatour was leloys of his wiff, and withoute cause, and he aS 

was diuerse, angry, and dispitoua vnto her. So it hefett that 
he had waged bataile ayenat another kuight, but he was a 
rmighin eowarde, and failed the day of hia bataile, and hia champion 
hu.i«.i<i, -ho that ahulde haue fought for hym was eyke, so that for the 3' 
day he coude fynde no man that wolde fight for hym. And 
in this wise he atode upon the point to he diawoi^shipped ; 



OP A LADY WHO FOUGHT IN THE STEAD OF HEIl HL'SBAND. 

but the good lady hjs wiff coneiiiered tlie gret shame that 
shulde baue licfuH unto her lorde; she went her iiito a, 
chamhre, and made her to be tiriucd, and mounted vpon n 

4 good cnrsere, and rode into the felde, and hadde her uisage 
deffait in buciie wiae that she was viikuowe vuto eueri creatoure. 
And for aa uiocli as God sawe the bounte and trouthe of her, »' 
and that she dede it in the aaluacion and the worship of her '■ 

5 lord and hnsboude, and for the loue that she had vnto hyni, 
God BCEt the victorie and the honoure be vnto her husbonda 
hi her handeB, for she conquered his enenjy. And whanne the 
bataile waa ydo, the emperessc wold" ee who waa the champion 

a for the senatour, and she was brought fortho and dyi-armed 
before the Emperesae, and the Emperesse knewe her weH »i 
the wyff of the Senatour; and from tbat day forwards bhe & ^ 
aR the ladies of Uome worshipped *and helde her in Keuereuce i 
pi6 moch more thanae euer thei haddo ydo before. And she was 
mcruailously worshipped and beloned, as welt for that she 
hadde bore her stille aimpely and debonairly atte alt tymea 
Tnto her husbotide, notwithstanding the displesaunce that ha 
I ^o hadde ydo veto her in worde and dede, for this lelosye, and 
withoute cause. And therfor this is a good ensaumple how euery a , 
woman ehulde lowiy suffre of her hushonde: for she that most suf- >•< 
Lrithe,and raakithenocouutenaunceof her di[8]eae, she is worthi 
H to be highly preiaed, as Salamon saithe, where be spekithe of 
women, in praisiuge some ' and iu dispraisinge of other. 



CHAPTER XCIII. 
[Of one of King David's wivejs.] 
INother ensaumple y wiH tell you, of one of the wyrea of Onooftii 
28 f-\ kinge Dauid, how she appeised the wrathe of her lorde. DbiW, 
"^ Ye haue herde how that Amon Eauisshed and defouled 
hia owne suslej- of her maydenhode, and how that Absolon her 
brother venged that same foule dede, and slow Amon; wher- j,,j^ i^^ 
1 31 for that Absolon fledde oute of the centre, for that the kyng ^ 
his fader wolde hane slayne hym ; but that good lady made Z^im. 
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■ndlohuva 
l.licaiDKl. 
■ [PoL W, 



Ilis pays viito the kiiige ; for she abewed so mani g 
Tuto the kiuge lier husbonde, that he forgaue Absolon aR his 
wrathe. And she waa not his owne moder, but wiff vuto Lie 
fader, bat she kept and belde in loue her lorde and his cliildren, 4 
03 a good Jady, and as ought to do eueri good woman. For 
a woniaji may not wel ahewe gretter loue vnto her husbonde, 
thanne forto iotie his * childien of another wyff, in that she 
conquerithe double woi'shippe to susteine hem as moehe as her 8 
owne ; for atte the laste ende she sbatt finde thereby good 
and worsliipe, aB it iefefi vnto thia same ladi, for, whan the 
kinge was dede, tliere were Buci as wolde haue do her wronge, 
' but the kingges sone wolde not suffre it, and Baide opinly before 11 
the pepitl, " AHthougli she were not hia owdb moder, she 
shewed hym gret loue and kindeneEse, and bai'e hym worshippe, 
and vnto all the kiuges children that were comen of her body; 
wherfor she shal not lese her right." And therlbr, bi this is a 16 
good enflaumple how that eueri woman shulde loue and worship 
her husbonde, and all tho that be come of hym, as the children 
that he bathe hadde hi bis other wiffes, and aucbe aa be of his 
nexst kinrede, for gladly there is none welded but hit deserued jo 
atte sum tyme, ag ye haue herde how it befell vnto thia goodly 

CHAPTER XCIV. 
[Of tha evil of QattererB,] 

NOw y woH fcetl you another eusaumple of the quene ,^ 
[of] Saba; and she was a wise lady and a good 
woman, and she came from the parties orientys 
vnto leruEaleni to be counsailed bi the wise Salamon, and 
Bhe lost nother pas nor her trauaile. "Wherfor, bi thia good jg 
ensaumple that eueiy good body owithe to chese a good 
man and a prudent to he counsailed by, and forto bolde the 
pepill in loue and eoncorde. For where as there be Riottis and 
debatys and striff, the wisdom of gode counsaile of a prudent 3* 
man withdraw'Ithe and amoderithe suche thinges, and sette 
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1 peea, and bringitbe bem vnta good ende ; and who so 

werkitb by good oouiisaile, leaitbe in proaperite and shatt 

ends worshipfuUy ; as it befett viito thia noble lady, tbe queue 

f >( of Saba, that come from fer contre to Heke coansaile of the wise 

Salamon, kinge of leitifialem. 

ANd yet y wolde that ye knewe an ensaumple of an Emperour Ai 
L\ ia Rome. This saide emperoure on a tyme befel sike, and iii, 
B shuide deye ; but atl his lordes and the aenatoureB , forto «■ 

pleEe the emperour, they eaide vuto hym that he ahulde be att *" 
a haati tyme after that he had sleptc and awette; but he 
o frende aboute hym that coucsailed hym for the helthe 
1 of hia Boule. So he had a chamberleyn with hym that he had 
isshed from hia childehode, and had senied the emperoure 
truly euermore. This charabei-leyn sawe wel that his lorde tn 
t not ascape that dethe, and that afi the lordea counsailed 
iQ hjm vnto hia plesaunce. The chaumherleyn come vrito Lis lorde, 
& axaed hym, " Sir 1 how fele ye youre self, and in youre 

Ihert ) " And the emperour saide vnto hym, " Y fele my selff 
right fehle and sike." And thaune hia chamherlein beganne 
swto saio vnto hym in right discrete and goodly wise, " Syre ! " 
God hathe yeue you in this worlde gi-et honoures, RicheBses, 
and alle worldly welthe and ioye ; wherfor, thanke God therfor, 
and haue youre mynde vpon hym fur his goodnease; and of 
*4 the worldely goodes that he bathe sent you, departs hem 
amonges * the poure pepitt, and to auche aa haue node therto, • 
and dispose youre self in suehe wise as there be founde no 
I reproohe in you before God." And the emperoure herkened 
jlS wel vnto that he counsailed hym, and saide vnto hym in 
thia wise, " Biter is the fi'ende that prikithe, thanne the flatour " 
that oynteih.'' And this he saide bicause of the lordes spake p> 
, no thinge vnto hym but for the helthe of hia body, for to plese 
3> hym, and to flater hym; and his chamberleyn spake vnto hym 
aharpely and truly, for the helthe of hjs toule and for his 
saluacion. Tor who ao louithe the bpdy, shulde lone the soule; 
for who BO louithe hia frende, he shulde not flater hym, nor 
jG eschewe to counaaile hym truly in att that longithe vnto Lis 
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nil.] 



that ho might not escape the dethe, and wolde not counsaile 
hym the profit of hia soule, aa dede his trewe poure servaunt, (he 
chaumherlein, vnto his lorde that putte hym in the way of hia 
Bftuement. And so the emperoure trowed his counaaile, and de- f 
parted hia goodes, and gaue it largely for the loue of God. 

CHAPTEE XCV. 
[Of the prophet Eliaha.] 

IShatt tett you another ensaumple of a right good woman 
that hadde a syniple man vnto her husboiicte ; and thei i 
were good follte, and loued wett togedre, and the woman 
, waa ryght * charitable, and loued the semanntea of God. And 
so there was an holy profyt in the contrei fast by lernsalem 
■ that hight Elezeus, and this good [wojman ' had gret de- iS 
uocion vnto this holy i 
forto come to herhurgl 
hutbondc and she made s 

thia woman mig!it haue 



and required and praied hym 
and loged in her houa ; and her 
■haumbre solitarie for this holy man, 
s deuocionea and seme God, But 
o child" nor lygno bi her busbonde. 
Id pmj^ This holy profit auised it, and praied for hem bothe vnto Gcd, 
ar} mij!ii[ in eache wise that atte the kate she conseiued and had a &ire 

childe, whiche leued vnto the age of sv jere, and tbanne the 14 
childe dejed in the same chaumbre where as the holy man 
was herborued aiid loged before. And thia good woman went 
and sought oner att in the contre, til she had founde ayen 
this holy profete, and bi her prayer brought hym ayen vnto >8 
her houB, ar.d into the chaumbre, where ahe sheued hym her 
'• childe that was dede, and saide in this wise, " A! holy man, lo 
here the childe that God gaue me thorugh thi deuoute praiere, 
whiche was aft my ioye and sustenaunce; y beaecbe the that 3 » 
' Ft. "Calle bonne damp," p. 185, ed. 1854, 
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Ihoa wylt preie God to sende me my cliildc ayew, or ollys 
that he wilt take me vnto hyni alao, for y wolde [not] leue 
after the dethe of my childe." And this holy profit Eliseas in 

^ h&d pitee and comp^iEsion vpon this holy woman, and prated li 
deuoutly vnto God, wherethorugli the childe hail his lyff ayeu, 
and leued longe after that, and waa * an holy man. Wherfor, 
my good doiighters, ye mny vnderstoiide bi this, how it is good , 

8 and profitable to be aqueinted with holy men of good lyff i 
and of good conueraacion, as had thia gode woman that had 
a childe bi the praier of the holy projihete. And after the 
childe was dede, ayen hi the praier of the said holy man the 

13 ohild? rcsuacited, and releued ayen from dethe to lyfF; and for 
certaine, God ia thia day as mighti and as debonayre as he was 
euei here before vnto hem that deserue it. Wherfor putte 
youre diligence with humble and devoute hert to serue God, 

[fi and holde the companie of good fulke, of good leuing and of 
charitable werkea, and tniste hem thnt couusaile you to vertu 
and worship; for alt goodnesse comithe tlierby, as it befelt vnio 
tluB good woman, as ye liaue herds before. 
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CHAPTEE XCVI. 
[Of meeknesB in women.] 



1 that Bi 



iNother enaaumple y wilt tett you of a good 

hight Sarra.' Ye haue welt herde Low she had vij i 

' hnsbondes, the whiche were mischened and alayne bi the ] 

4 Annemy of hett, bicause thei were vntrue la thaire manage; 

and how ber chaumbrere reproued her how that att lien 

hushondes misoheued and deied from her. And this good i 

woman sawe her chaumbrere wolde haue chidde and striued 

38 with her, aa a fole as she was, this good woman right wisly 

► and humbly she saide vnto lier, " Faire loue ! iiother to the 
ne to me it apertenithe not to speke of the lugementia of God;'' 
and more she ^aide not vnto lier. Bhe sembled Dot vnto the 
3« dougliter of a seuatour of Borne, that * had bo cruett hert 
' CftUed b; her father's name, RagueD, on p. loi, above. 
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[ WAS DEFAMED TORGUOII JANCLIKO. 



.MJIinUT" 



"that alie strauo & chidile in the plaiiie strete wit her ncygh- 

™ boureB, wherfor she had suche reuouue Ihat she was hadde 
ante of her good helthe of body, as for frentyk and not of good 
mynde, for whiche cause ehe loste her mariage. And, therfor, 4 
it is gret foly to euery woman to chide, or ellya to ansuere 
viito hem thiit be of suche vugoodly condicioneB, fuH of noyse 
and striff, and cruel, and wilfuR [and] haaty, wherof y Bhall tell 
you au ensaumple that y sawa by a gentitl woman testi and B 
hasti ; whei-for y Baide vnto lier, " MadamoiseH 1 y praie you 
that ye anauere not vnto thia fole, that is of aache condicion 

« rather to apeke euett tliau wele." But aha wolde not do bi my 
counEaile, but chidde with hym, and suauered worse tbaune 1: 
she hadde ydo before, a&yeng vuto the man that he was 
not worthe. And he ansuered her that he was betcr worthe 
a man thanne she for a woman. And aoraoche the wordea 
and the noyse encresed betwetie hem bothe, tilt atte the 16 
laste the man aaide ynto her, he knew suche one that had her 
atte his comaundement bothe day [and] night, whanne that 
he wolde, so tliat there was mocLe foule apcche betuene ham, 
and before moclie pepiH, and the woman defamed for her 
hautyuete and her foly and chidinge. And, therfor, her ahame 

fl and diaclaunder was shewed opinly t!;ere before the peple, that 
hadde no Itnowinge therof before. She was not lyke vnto the 
wise Sarra, "pat made no gret antuerca vnto her chambrere ; for 34 
ofte tymes, by vnauiaed apeche, of r[i]ght is made the wrouge. 
And it is a myechauut thinge for any gen*till woman, other 
to ettiue or to chide in ani manere, as y ahaH shewe you 
ensaumple hi the propcrte of sum bestis, 
these curre doggia; of thaire natuie thei 
euermore, but geutitt greyboundea do not i 
it to be of gentilt men and genlitt women. 

4 Nd aho y shatt tett you an ensaumple of a,n Emperoiire 3* 

L\ that was ferce and right ciuel, but he wolde neuer mure 

chide with no creatoure. And it befell on a tyme that he 

fonde hia ij doughtrea chidinge, wherfor that he wolde haue 



I ye may eee bi iS 

rowne and berke 
And so aught 



bete hem, 



it be that other Went betwene. And 36 
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OF THE WISDOM OP Qt'EES ESTIIKR. IS 

thanne he stiide vnto his doughtres, "Oote of a gentilt herte "viiinioni 
ahulde ueuer come yelenye wortT ne dede, for by chidynge is come out o 
knowe the gentil from the vilauie, that spekithe it with his 
4 mouthe." And, therfor, it is gret geutihiesse and iiohilnesse 
to be pacieut aud humble, and not to chide, nor to atriue ia 
epeche with sucho as be not wise. And for eertaiue it befalHthe 
often tymea, that a wortle folyly saide or folily aiisuered, engen- 
8 derith auche thinge as after cauaithe diaworshipp* and shame. 
And therfor, fairs doughlres, here is ensaumple how often An ex^mpi 
tymes ye eha^ finde, as folea that be of haultarie corage, ■*> uh 
I wbanne there ia holde noyse or Eiotte ayenat hem, they wiH veostaaae, 
1 speke velunie thiugej of thaire malice, suche as 
neuer do re thought, but forto auonge bom in her gret 

And as wett eueiy woman aught to be ware in ansaeringe »nrt imw " 
huabonda before pepitt, for mani cuubcs, as forto holde "*.'""?'' 
pees and be * stilt, she ahaR haue worship* and be holde " PoI.41, 
I of att that know and aee her. And yef ahe anauere 
Yuto bia diBplesauuce, there ahatt come vnto her harme and 
diaworahipe, aa it is aaide before. 



CHAPTER XCVII. 

[Of Qiieeu Esther.] 

Shalt tett you another ensaumph 



30 Ester, that Qu^nE-ih. 
I good woman, and a noble lady, and right wise, suipture, 
husbonde aboue alt 



k. 



and she loued & dredde the kinge hi 

thinge; and holy scripture holdith her in gret recomendaoion 
for her goodnesae ; but the kinge her husbonde was daungerous, 
and of dioerae condicion with her, and fuS of vngoodly speche ; 
but for no thinge ahe wolde neuer ausuere hym that might "[■'■'"^ 
be to hia displefaunce. But moni tymea wbanne she sawe hym ""='"'"•' 
bi hym aelff, and that ho was oufce of hia yre, with her faire 
and humble speche she coude so wel behaue her aelff vnto 
hym in goodly wise, that she shewed hym att his faute; and ibangui 
3' therfor the king loued her merueilously, and aaide wt'tAin uisfeuu 



LOVE AKD DREAD IS BETTER THAN' PLEASURE AKD SPORT. 



1 eelif tliat he miglit i 
> plesaunt b 



" be wrotlie witli I 



le good and ju aH tliijig-, for it is 
™Ue in a woman, to be i 



e [of] t)ie ' good tbinge that may b 



I litett Bpecbe, and not to a 






her buabonde iu wratbe; for a gontiR hert is euermore dredfuH 

other lo do or to saye ani things that might tlisplese vnto hym 

whanne she owitbe to loue, worsbippe and drede. Wherof the 

tale is reported in the boke of Kinges, of this good ladi that 3 

• fPoi.Hii, had eo meruciloua a Idnge and lorde vnto her hus'bonde, 
col. a.i 

but slie her selff was euer humble and good. And upon a 

■wiien hhB tjme her gentitt woman saide vnto her, " By asmoche as ye 

whyahedjd be faire aod yonge, wbi wiH ye not plaie and disporte you i 

di^mrt otherwhiltB! " And she ansuered hym ayen, '' For y must 

•iieiajd,"! meintayne and gouerae my selff in suche wise as y' know 

iihraj beat that it pleaitbe vnto my loi-de, myn husbonde, and aa 

his witt that y gouerue, forto baue his loue in pees with hym i6 

euermore." And in this maiiere the good ladi saide vnto her 

damoyeett and gentilt woman. Wherfor, luy faire doughtres, 

y praie yon lo bane these ensaumples in youre herte, and iu 

youre reiuemberaunce ; and anauerithe not with none anoveus ii 

wordea of nugoodly apeche vnto youi-e busbondea, nor stciue 

not with youre langege with no crealoure ; but euermore be 

gracious, humble, and curteys, as waa this good lady tlie queue 

Heater, as ye haue herde. And, as she that saide \iito her 14 

damoysett, ber berte was in the loue of her loide and husbonde, 

wbcrby that the dede hym euermore plesaunce, and lyued 

;three with hym in ioye and pees. And after that, ahe saide vnto her 

ii" woman, that tbre thingea distrained her for to eachewe diaerse a8 

°^ plesauncej, disportes, and other loyeuseie, and tho were, loue, 

1^ dvede, and shame ; and these iij tbinges maistred her ' : the loue 

r'hit that she had vnto her lorde ber husbonde kcpte her, that neuer 

^'of ahe wolde do tbiuge that was his displesannce ; drede, that kepto 3* 

' her from synne and disworshlpa ; shame, to be auised and saued 

from velanie reproche.' 

' Fr. " une dee bonnes tachss," p. 190, cd, 1854. ' MS, ye. 
' Pi: " Cm iij. Tertas la nuuatrioient," p. "go. ' Tr. " villnin reproche." 
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[CHAPTER XCVIIT.] 
[Of SUBannah the wife of Joachim.] 

A Nether enaaumple y shaH tett you, of Susanna, that was Co'- «, 
the wyff of lochim, J)at was a gret lorde in Babiloyna. Su«niDBhirai 
4 ■ This Susanne was a faire lady, and of holy lyff; and it grentiurd, 

befctt that there were .ij, prestis of the lawe priuely hidde in 
I a gardein, where aa thia lady bathed her, and these ij preestia 
■ come sodenly vpon her vnauised. And thei behelde the gret 
8 beauute that w.ia in her, and they desired to fulfelt thaire >nd two 
fleBshely delite and concnpiasent of thaire body with her, in jired m ii« 
BO moche that tho two false preestis saide unto this good lady, 
that, yef she wolde not oonsente to fuJfelt thaoj-e Beaahely 
IJ pleaaunce, they wolde here witnesse ayenat her that thei had andihrMt- 
foiinde her with a yonse man with whom she hadde ydo"!*""™" 
fornicaeion and luiuric, and enfraynt her mariagc, for the 
whiche she shulde be bete with atonea vnto the detfi, or 
i6 ellya her body ahulde be brent, as the vaaunce of the lawe was 
I atte J)at tyme. Wherof this good lady was gretly abaaabed, antl 
I in gi'ete fecre and doute that, by the false witneBse of these 
' prestia, abe aawe her dethe but yef she wolde consent vnto thaire 
20 foule delite ; for ij witneasea were atte that tyme trusted 
and bileued, and moate, of hem that were the preatis of tho 
lawe. And hereupon she auised in her thought and herte bqi she 
that ' she had leuer to dye the worldely and bodely dethe thanne ^"f]l^ ^ 
24 for to pntte her soule in auenture and to do sjiiiie, and to de[ye] "letwai, 
upon the dethe euorlastinge ', and refused the faloe prestis, and 
putte her selff in the witt and in the disposicion of almighti 

God, in whom "was her hope and heleue. And she anauered "[Fni. 42, 
"^ cnl. 2.1 

28 and aaide vnto the prestis that they were falce, and she wolde „„d would 

not consent vnto hem, hut ahe hadd" leuer to deye worldely 

dethe by falce accusacion thanne forto deye in the sight of 

God rightfully, by cause of synne in hrekinge hia lawe and 

32 the saerement of mariage. And thanne these ij prestes and Then ihey 

iugea accused and witnessed ayenst thia lady Suaanne, how o'.eiioiwry 

they hadde founde her with another man thanne her hushonde 

''etlsnjinoit mieulx moDnrde la mort mondaine qaede la mart pardarsble." 



irSANNAH WAS SAVED BY DANIEL. 



in the synne of aduoultre, wherfor tliat she was incontenent 
iugcd vnto the dethe. But ehe cried with higfi vojb vnto Qod, 
and with deuoute praier, oa lie that knew the trouthe id kepinge 
her mariage, he wolde vouchesauf entende to her deliueraunce. 4 
And alraightl God, that foryetithe noght hia Bervaunt, sent 

■ Bodenly Daniel, whiche with gret voya cried and eaide, " 
ye luges of Israel, iuge not vnto dethe the woman whiohe &a 
Ineonueaient and falsely acueed of synne and blame, hat her s 
accueatourej he enquered eohe by hem selff in what wise they 
fonde her; " wherof all the peple was ameruailed to here and 
se' a childe Bpeke in suche wise, and wost wel that it was 

- by opin miracle of God ; and so they were departed, and eche 11 
of hem examined by hem eelfF. And the furst saide that he 
had founde hem vuder a figge tree, and the secounde saide 
he hadde founde hem vndev ' a plumme tre pruner. And for 

id the defauute was in hem, they were bothe founde fals of that 16 
they had saide, and they were iuged vuto the dethe. And, 

'■ whanne they ' sawe that there was none other remedye but 
that thei shulde deye, they were heknowe of thatre fala 
accuainge of this good ladi, and that thei had wel deseraid 10 

' the dethe. And therfor here is a good ensaumple how God 

" kepithe and sauithe hem that loaitfi and seruithe hym truly, 
and putte al thaire disposicion ' in his honde and grace. And 
this good lady, that hadde ben [fainer*] to chese the worldely 14 1 
dethe than forsuere the lawe of God and to be fals in her 
mariage vnto her hushond*, doutinge the dethe euerlastinge of 
her sowie more thanne ani worldeJy thinge, wherfor God of 
his goodnesse kepte and saued her sowie, body, and worsbippe, 18 
as ye haue herds. And therfor ouery good lady and euery 
d womam aught euermore to haue her faithe & hope in | 

■ God and in hia !awe, nor for worldely ioye, iie payne, nor 
drede of dethe, to consent to synne, nor to hreke the Bacremeot 3a 

' of her mariage, as by this good lady Susnnne ye haue herd" 
faire and good ensaumple. Whei-for, faire doughtres, y praie you 
that ye withholde this ensaumple in youre herte euermore. 
'US. BO. ' M3. ondar vndsr. ' US. dispocicJaioD. ' "qui mieutx vonloil." 



OP HUMILITY ASD REPEiTAKCE, 
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[CHAPTER XCIX.] 
[Of Elizabeth, the mother of St. John.] 

I Shan telt you another ensauinple, of seint Elizabeth, that EUiabei 
was moiler veto eeint luhn. She eeruecl furst God, aca Ssim Jt 
after her hushonde, and loued and dradde hym. And yef p*^ .■"[ 
there hadde ani thinge befa^ withinne hjs Lous that shulde haue 
turned her vnto hia displeaaunce, she wulde amende it, or kepe 
it secrete vnto the tjme that it were araeoded, in suche wise 
that her husbonde fonde neuer occasion of diaple'saunce ; for ■ [Pol. 
she was so gcod, so weH auiaed, and of eo noble attemperaunce, 
that she kepte her husbonde in loje and pees, and outc of»»''«>'i 
wraths. And ao aught euery good woman to do iii the same-'"''"'"' 
wyae aa this holy woman, that louithe and dredithe God, and 
bare faiths and honoure vnto her husbondl And, therfor, God lo God i 
sent her to here a childe the good seint lofia the baptist, in tumdi 
that she was wel guerdoned, for a woman that louithe Ood and 
kepitfi her clone oute of synne, Ood rewardithe her in thia 
worldely lyff, an hundred sithe more after the departinge oule of 
thia worlde, aa God gaue vnto thia goodly lady hotLe worldely 
pi'osperitc and heuenly ioye euerlast inge. And so he guerdonithe 
and rewnrditfi ait auche as louithe hym and kepe truly tliaire 
nariage, and haue thaire faithe and beleue in hym; as these 
good ladies Elizabeth and Susanne, in the itianere aa ye haue 

[CHAPTER C] 
[Of Mar; Magdalene.] 

INother ensaumple y shaR tett you, of the Magdalene that Mnry m 
l\ purged and clensed her selff from synne by the teres of "»""'j* 
her eyen, wepinge whauue she wysshe the fete of cure *'"■■ 
lorde Ihesu Crist, and wyped hem with the tresses of her hede. 
She bewaked and wepte for her synnes, pat was the loue of God 
and the drede that she had for her misleiiinge. And in 6ucli 
wise we aught to wepe and to haue gret sonigt for ours Wynnes, u wh ou 
with gret shame that euer we dede so moche vUeaae and vncleu- ou», 
d with gret repentaunce and gret humilite come to 
9—2 
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OF TIIE GOOD OF REPENTANCE AND fASTING. 

and to confesse, and sliewe, and tett it oute vnto the 
preest truly * and faithfally, in the same manere, and the 
condicion and moyan, day and tyme, as the ayane hathe be do, 
withoute any excueacion fur drede of God, and the hardynesse that 4 
man or woman hatha VfHh the shame of his misdede and synne, 
& for to confesse it truly ynto the preest. That shame, with 
forthenktnge of synne, auailithe mode vnto the mercy of God, 
bothe in remission of his Bynne, and vnto the allegeaunce of 8 
payne ; for God, that seithe the humilite & knowithe the repent- 
aunce ia euery herte vnto hem that be so BorufuR and rcpentaunt 
of her misdede, he hia etered vnto ray[J]8e, and eslargithe hia pitee 
vpon hem, and of his grace yenitlie hem pardone and foryeue- ii 
neSFe ; as he was mercifutt vnto this blessed and holy Magdalene, 
whaune he forgaue her synne for t!ie contricion and repentaunce 
that she hadde. Another resoo there is wherfor the blessed 
Magdalene aught to be gretly praised : that was, for the gret loue i6 
that was so feruent vnto oure lorde IL««u Crist, that she loued 
byro aboue ani tbinge that euer was or might be. And for the 
gret faith that she hadde in hym, for the miracles that lia 
wrought whanne he resuscited the Laser, her owne brother, from *o 
dethe vnto lyff, wbiche tolde her afterwarde what payne it ia to 
deye, and what paynea it ya to sufFre after this lyff, for hem that 
be synfiitt and haue leued in synne ia this worlde. For the 
wbiche cause the holy Magdalene was neuer ioyfult, but euer 34 
BorufuH of the dethe and of the gret peyne after the departinge 
outa of this worlde, in so moche that she putte her 'lyff in the 
desert, and lyiicd in gret abstinence the space of sx wynter. 
I And whanne she had ao longe continued, doinge gret penitence, "8 
that as by course of nature she might no lenger endure, God of 
hia mercy visited her, and sent her the beuenly fode & angelyk 
sustenaunce, with the whiclie she was refeccioned and auatened 
vnto her lyues ende. And therfor this is a good ensaumple liow 3" 
good and how profitable it is to be sonifuH for synne, and ofte 
tymea to be confessed, & to do penaunce, almesdede, and praier, 
and to drede Ood, the detbe, and the payne that ia to come 
after this lyff for oure myadede, aa ye may eee by ensaumple of 36 



I GOOD WIFE SAVED A WICKED UL'SBiND. 



^^^B this good holy Magdalene, that bo moche loueJ and dredde God, 
^^^H and wepte for her syunes, and with the teres of her ejea wysahe 
^^^K Ms fete; and afterwards she leued in deeert longc tyme in 
^^^Hl( gret peaitaimce ; and atto the laste how God had pitee upon 
^^^B Jher, and by the aungetl sent vnto her heueuly sustenaunce. 
■ And in the eame wise he wytt do vnto aR other good men and God » 

women that wifl be sorufuR for her synne, and loae and drede "bo n 
8 God, and do penitannce in fastinge and abstinence, and for ener ^"^ 
more to refuse, and forsakinge synne, as did this good Marie 
^^^K Magdalene, 
^^B [CHAPTER CI.]' 

[How women should care for their husbands.] 
II AN other eosaumple y sliatt teR you of ij women, that were Two n 
t* the wyues of ij men that were oute of the beleue aud (.nirtot 
faithe of alniighti God. Notwithstoudiug that her hus- 
bondes were wicked, the women were good, and miniatred and 
^^ ^ifiserued God truly; soby this is good eu'saumple that euery good 'l^'; 
^■^H womau, how so it be that her husbonde were of wyked condicion, 
^^^^K the woman shulde not therfor eschewe to be good, nor to take 
eueaumple atte his wickednesse, but moche the rather to be 
ao pacient and deuoute, and [to] conteiiu euer in praiers to purchace 
grace the rather of God for her husbonde. For the goodnesaeof TiieKt 
the woman makithe [smal &] lesaithe the wickednesse of the man ', leueni 
and BSwagith the wrathe of God, and encresithe hem bothe in good 
J4 and in worships ; for the good dede of the woman aupportithe 
the ouel dede of the husbonde, as it is conteined in the boke of 
lyff of the olde faderes, where he fij)ekithe of a wicked man that a wicki 
iij tymes he was saued from velayae dethe bi the piaier of bis ™»od a 
a8 good wyff ; and whanne it befett that she deyed, and her bus- ""a'* 
bonde had no more the praiera of his goode wyff vnto God for 
hym, the kynge of the contre made hym forto deye upon eueH 
dethe, for his wicked lyff of the tyme passed. And therfor it «o thai 
3a is necessarie vnto a man that is of wicked lyff to haue a woman "^"^^ 

kof good lyuinge ; for in as moche as a woman felitbe her husbonde 
of eueH conscience and of other eueR lyff, so moche the more 
^ i^'. " ameiidrist le mal de lui," p. 1^6, ed. 1E56, 



! CHRIST LODGllD IK THE HOl'SB OF MARTHA, 



she is IwunJe to be good, and do abstinence, and forto praie for 

t be nym ; for, and tlie goodnessc of tliat one eupporte not the 

9 the wickednesae of that other, that is to saie, the goodnesBe the 

St. ' wicked nease, aH ahulde pcriBahe and futt into perdicion. And 4 

yet y saie yoa that obejaaunce vnto God, and the drede of 

God, is liefore mariage; for we owe furste to obeye vnto oure 

ii. Ob. Creatoure that hath * made us vnto liis semhlaunoe and ymage. 

a For the lawe comaundithe furat obeye vnto God ; for no 8 

I >eryo woHian aught not to Berue her hushonde before God, of whom 

Ood. to Berue comithe the profGt of the soule that is euerlastinge. 

Por, as the scripture saithe, that att the good seruice of the body 

ia the saluacion vnto the aoule, for the welthe of the soule n 

hatbe he no parail ; and therfor the wyf is bounde furst to obeye 

and to seme God, and after vnto her huaboude, by the faithe of 

mariage, and to praye for hym, benignely and paciently to 

couasaile hym for the welthe of hia soule, and so to deturne i( 

hym from eueri euett dede, in as moche ae is in her powere ; for 

therto is bounde euery good womas. 



M«ti»,tb. 1 Not 
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[CHAPTER CII.] 
[Of Martha the sister of Mary.] 
^ Nother ensaumple, of Martlie, the suster of Marie 
Magdalene. This good lady was custumer' to herburgfi 
' the holy profitees and the seruauntea of God that 
I^iSd lodja preched and taught hia lawe, and she was fult of almease 

"""■ dedea unto the nedy and poure folkes ; and for her good *♦' 
and holy lyuinge, oure lorde IliMU wolde be loged in her 
houa with her. And this was she that saide vnto oure 
lorde Iheau Crist that her suster the Magdalene wolde not 
helpe her to aparaile the labour of the houa ; bat oure as 
Lorde ansuered her goodly, that Marie had chose the beter 
seruice, for she satte at his fete and herde his doctrine, and 
wepte, and made sorw for her synne, and cried hym mercy 
with humble herte. As the good lorde aaide trouth, there ia 2'- 
B that Ood louithe so moche aa to crye hym mercy, 
' Fr, coustamifero. 
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HOW IT IS GOOD TO FEED THE FOOB, 



I 



aud to be *repeutftuiit of mialeuiiige, and to forsake nH synug; •ipo 
for Beint Marthe dede her aeruice to Jierburgh and to logge Mmtiv 
oure lord" Ihesu, and forto aparailt mete and driuke for hym j^^w 

laud iiis diaciples, with goode deuocioii aud trewe cntent offa'adui 
her hert. For God dede mani miracles for the loue of her, and 
come to comfort her iu ficr deyeng, and receyued her aoule 
into Lis ioye euerhistinge ; and in this wise she was rewarded for «iii 

I of Ood for Ler true loue and seruice. So that, bi this, euery warded 
woman may take ' good ensauniple how it ia good to herbei-ugt »" «a 
the aeruauutz of God, and suche aa be precliinge and techinge heiptii 
the lawe of Ood and the fajthe, and for to herburgh pilgrimea ""''■ 

I and other peple, and to refresslie liem that be nedfuK to 
receiue almeaae ; & God hym aelff witnesBithe in the GospeR, 
that saithe atte the ferefutt day of hia gret lugemciit he wol 
axe of hem that shaR aneuere byfor hym, how and in what 
! they hane receiued and uisited the pore iu his name, 
whaDue as they ahaH yeue acompte of thaire habundauoce of 
the worldtily goodes that they liaue had, and not gouerued 
hem vuto the pleeauuce of God, in good werkes of charitee, aa 

I they were lerned bi the comaundement of God to do. Aud Foriii 
therefor it is a uoble veriu to do almesdedes, and to herhurgh to pvr 
*the sei'uauntea of Ood, and to Ijecomfoiie and uiaite att suche fo'' 
aa by lugement are' pore, and in aduersite of prison, or in 

( any other infirmite ', for there befallithe euermore good auenture 
vnto hem that do soo. And Ood rewardithe hem a thousaude 
partiez aboue att that they eanne or may do; 'wherfor he 'ifui 
saithe in the Gospett, that who that receiuithe ani of hia 

I Gei'uauntis in his name, receiuithe hym seliF, for they be his 
meaaengeres ft shew hia trouthe and ueilu. 

[CHAPTER cm.] 
[Of women who were full of pity.] 
INother eneaumple there ia, of the good ladiea that wepte GmdL 
I l\ for oure Lorde whan he hare the crosae upon his shuldres, J'^^'^'J 
whereupon he vouchedBanf to auffie detlie, for the redemp- '■'' """ 
' ISS. tokt. '-' lea pelerim, l«ii povres, et lea wrgena de Died. ' MS, and. 
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1 of US syniiera. These good ladyes were of holy Ijff, and 
> had her hertis pitous, and Qod turned towardes hem and BoiJ 
vnto hem, " My doughters ! wepithe not for me, but wepe for 
the Boruea that he to come;" and shewed hem the mischeef4 
that ia hefatt bui hedirwarde, as ye shal finJe it in the boke 
that y haue made for youre brethereii ^. These goode ladyes, that 
had pitee upon the soru that oure Lorde sufTered, thei loate 
not the teies that they wepte for hym, for he rewarded hem g 
hyly : and therefor by this ye may hauc ensaumple, how enery 
good woman aught to haue pitee upon the dJEese of the pore 
pepiH and seruaunteB of God. As be saithe hym selif in the 
Gospelt that, " Who that Lathe pitee upon the poi'e, in the i: 
reuereuce and for the lone of me, y wol haue pitee and mercy 
upon hem." And as the wise man saithe, " The woman, of 
nature sholde be pitouB moche more thanne the man, for the 
man ia of more of harde corage than the woman." And, therfor, i6 
it is saide, a woman that is not humble and pitoua she ia 
mannissho and not womanly, whiche ia a uice in womanhode 
. to be rude or of hautaigne courage. *And alao the wise man 
saithe, a woman ehulde not be a chiche of that she hathe in 
gret plente, that ia to saye, of wepinge teris, and of piteoua 
herte, to haue pitee on the pore peple, vpon her kyn and 
frendes, that she seithe in necessitee. And there was a gode 
lady that was Countesse of Anion, and founded the abbey of 14 
Burgeyl, and she is there yberied; and it is saide she ia there 
in flesshe and blode, seminge in coloure though she were 
quiche lyvinge. This good lady, she halpe and gaue her goodea 
vnto her pore kyu, unto pore geutitt women and maydenea, jg 
to austeine and meintaine her estate, to kepe from synne and 
mysleuinge. And she emjuered thorngh enery pariashe far 
pore men and women that were wedded and had children, 
and had not wherewith to Buateyne hem, and for Buch and 31 
for diuerse Bikenesses or other adnersitees might not labonre 
ne trauaile, and upon poure women in gesyne : all Buche 

' Cr. Caxton's "as bit U leherced, ia the bcxike of my two flomiea," 
Kgn. n in bit., p. ao5 below. No copy ii koomn. 
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pepitt, and maui other, she releued and comforted with altiiesso 
of lier charitable deuocion. And also she hadde her niedlciiies 
and surgena forto liele and medicine att auche as were nedefutt, " 

J 4wherthonigh that for her bounte and goodueEse, God hat he 'i' 
Brewed mani mlraclea for her ; fur, aa it hatS be saide, whaiine "■ 
elie BhulJe receiue her matenis, [t]he aaulter or other bokea of "' 
deuocion tliey were brought vnto her oute of the ajre as by ^^ 
8 miracle. And, therfor, bi this a good woman may Lane gret "' 
ensaumple how and what it is good foiio be pilous upon * the ' 
poure pepilt, and to be charitable. So as atte this tymo y 
passe ouer to speke more of tbeee good ladjes, and relorLe ayea 

u to other thinggea, wbiche y &hal shewo vntoyou in other manerc. 






[CHAPTER CIV.] 
[Of charity and forgiveneaa,] 
ri faire doughtres, be ware and kepe you welt euennore Bi 
that je be not ouercomewitb thesynneof jreorwrathe; fm 
■ for God saithe in the Gospelt that we shulde foryeue aH tn 
core mysdedea, and to be full of pacience and humylite ; for who- 
so deairithe vengeaunce, desirithe contrarie vnto the Ijff of the 
Boule. For who-so takithe vengeaunce upon his malefactoures, he 
■o lesithe the merite of bumble sufferaucce & pacience, whereupon 
cure Lorde saith that " rather make pees with thi neyghbouve, 
and be ia cbarite togedre, thanne thou come with diaoorde to 
make thine ohlacion before vayn &uu\er." For, furst be in cbarite b< 
f»i with att creatonres, and thanne auerly make thine offeringe and fm 
praier; for God receyuithe not the praier nor oblacion of man Cii 
nor woman that ia in the Eynne of yre and wretiie. For God, 
that made the patur-noster, aaithe in the praysing the fader of 
I aS heuene, m cnaanmple to att creatonres how they shulde for- 
yeue, Et dimitte nobis debita nostra, that is to saye, God 
foryeue va as we foryeue; and as we desiie to haue mercy and 
foryeuenesae of God, right so we must foryeue aS ouie niysdoers, 
^21 euermore to be in cbarite. And who-so saithe or praieth his 
pater-noster in other wise, be ia not in parfite charitee, * and c 
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now A WOMAN DIED IN ANGER 

r thame liia praiers are litett or not acceptable, 'W"hereup[on] y 
shaH tett you an ensaumpJe of a burioyse, a riche woman, as 
y haue herde it preched, whiche as by eeming was a charitable 

■ woman, and futt of ensaumplea of good leuynge ; Till it be- 4 
feR that ehe toke sikneEse nnd shulde deye; and the person of 
the chirche, that wait a perSt holy man and a good preest, and 
come forto shriue her, and Iierde her confession. And whanne 
Bbe shulde shriue her of the Bynne of yre, the preest laide vnto 8 
her that she shulde he in uerray charitee, aiid foryeue aTt tho 
that had tresp^ced or offended her, in the same wise forto axe 
foryeuenesse of aH them that she liad do vnto ani offence. And 
as unto that article, she aiiauered her confessour, that a woman 12 
that was her neighboure had do viito her so gret offence that she 
might neuer furyeue her with good herte. But this good man, 
bi faire ensaumples, and with faire speclie, eaide vnto her in 
that wise, oure lorde Ih«su Criel forgaue pacieutly his dethe, and 16 
also he eaide vnto her another ensaumple of a kuightis eoue, 
in what wise, bi the couneaile of an boli hererayte, vnto whom 
he was ehriue, he foryaue hem that had murdred and slayne . . 
his fader, bi the couneaile of the holy hermite, whanue he »o 
fchewed hym in what wise that ulmighti Ihesu ouie saueoure 
forgaue and penloued hem fiat crucified liym vpon the crosae, 
with mani other devoute and good euaaumples that he had 
eaide vnto the knightJs Bone, wherfor he forgaue the deth of his 14 

' fader at the reuerence of God, in bo muche that upon a tyme as 
he 'kneled before the crosse, saieug hys praiers and deuociona, 
the croBse with the yraage bowed vnto hym, and [hej herde 
a voya that saide to hym iii this wyse, " For as nioche as thou a8 
haste foryeue the deihe of thi fader vnto hem that axed tli6 
mercy and grace, in the reuerence of me and of my passion, 
right so y foryeue the ati thine offences and synnes ; and thou 
slialt bane my gruce euermore ; and in the ende of thi lyff thou 31 
ehalt duel} witli me iu the ioye of heuene euerlaa tinge." & 

■ in this roanere this good holy preest Counsailed Ibis woman to 
'• foryeue the woman her ueygbeboure ; but for no amonestement 

nor CDunaaile that her gostely fader coude do nor say, she 36 



BECAUSE A DEVIL HELD HER UEAfiT. 



woldo not pardone, sbe was so futt of yre, by encomberaunce banhewouw 



of tlie deuelt, but she deyde 
and yre. So that in the ai 
4 hym semed by auision ho 
this burioye, and that he 
her het'te ; and upon the n 
L tolde vnto hym that she w 
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foule dedlj eynne of 
e night this holy man dremed that Tiie priest 
tlie deuelt bare awey the Boule of iiiedoii 
we a gi'et foule tode aiityiig vpon>«r™"i. 
■w, whanne the day is come, it was 
. dede ; wherfor that her kyn and 
I S frendes were atl eembled forto bery }ier, and sent for this 
preest to do her aeruice forto hringe her body vnto the chirclie, 
as it is the Tsaouce; but he ausuered liem that she shulde not andiiienfo 
be beried, uother in the chirohe, nother in none other holy place have her 
12 where as the cristin bodyes were beried, for she deyde in dedly i!'""^h. 
I eynne of wrethe and yre, and wolde not foryeue another woman 
I that was her neyghbonre, of certaine *diapleBaunce that she had '[FoI.ib, 

Tnto her; for the whiche cauEe, that she deied in dedly synne, she 
i6 was dampued; & more oucr he saide vnto hem that there sbulde 

be founde within her body, upon her herte, a foule tode. And And. when 
for this cause her fiendes were diaplesed with the person, and berimdy,. 
it was not so, it was but a fa[E]teBi ; but her frendes atte the J'"™'' ^°^ 
laste opened her dede body, and fonde it trewe that the preest 
bad saide vnto hem, where they founde a foule orible tode with- 
in her body, that grapped her Lerte with her pawes, wherof 
they were hougely ameruuiled. And thaone this holy man, this 
4 peraone, coniured this foule tode, wherfor that he was there in 
that place, and what he dede. And this tode ansuered and The toad i 

that he was a deuett of hett, that by the space of twenty devil 
wynter be had tempted that woman vnto mani synnes, ba' ~ 

pecial vnto that whereinne he fonde most auauutage, am 

that was in the synne of yre, or of wrathe, " for syn that tyme 

she had so gret wratli vnto her neygheboure that she wolde 

foryeue it; for y putte so grete hate, that she might neuer 

3) behoMe her with her sight but she were oute of charite. And 

that other day whan thou herdest her confession, y was vpon and pre- 
her herte, and grapped it so sore with my iiij pawes, and from yielding 
helde it so streite and enpoyaoned, that she might haue no witt oiMioni of 
36 to yeue foryeuenesse. And yet atte one tyme y had gret fere 
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;, and shal be 



y haue the uictorie i 
dampnetl in hett for euennore." And alt the peple that were 4 
aboute, and herde tiiis ' thinge, thei were aferde and hougely 
ameruailed, and durst no more speke to burye her within no 
ho]y place ; hut the body was ordeynet! fur, as longithe therto. 
So this is good ensaumple bow euery creatoure owithe to be in & 
loue and charitee, and to be meroifult vnto hem that ase 
mercy, and to faryeue with good herte ; and who that wilt not 
forjeue, may not be foryeue of God, and thanne might fait in 
sucB perilt aa ye haue herde of this woman the hurgoisci ' 
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[CHAPTER CV,] 
fF hem that shulde come in the same estate aa they be, 
and shew hem selfF in auche wise, whannc thaire frendea 
and cosynes come forto uiaite hem and to see hem, 
wherof y shi^ tett you an ensaumple. i( 

ler was a knight, a uohle man, that had ben oute in 
straunge uiage byyende the gret see ; and he hadde ij 
fayre neces, the whlche be had norisshed, and afterwards 
he maried hem and loued hem meruaylously. And, in the comyng k 
homwarde from his viages, he bought for cche of hem a gowne 
of the heat and goodlycst shappe and deuiae aa atte that tyme, 
kept and wett & richely furred. And it hopped he come Ute vnto 
'8 the manoyre and place of one of his neces, and cried and called 1. 
for her, and sent vnto her that she shuldo come and see hym. 
And she 'went atreite vnto her chaumbre, forto array her in 
the most fresshe wise, and sent hym worde that she wolde come 
to hym in haste; and so the knight abode and aawe his neee al 
come not, and sent ayen vnto her, and she ansuered and praied 
he wolde not thenke it longe, for she wolde come vnto hym 
anone. So the Imight abode so longe vnto the tyme he dia- 
dejned therof that hia nece taried bo longe, and come not vnto 3^ 
hym, by as moche aa he hadde by longe tyme he in straunge 
■ MS. " uid berile this & herde this." 
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oontre, and that she had not see hym a gret while hefore, and 

toke his horse, and rode his waje, and went forto see his other so he went 

nece. And as faste aa she herde the uova of hym, she knewe it "fnttoibo 

4 was her vncle that hadde he so longe oute of the contre ; DOt- 
■withstondioge this woman a litelt before, for her playser and 
disporte, toke upon her to make leuein for brede of whete, 
and with her hondea as thei were, imsted with the leuein that 
she handeled, al floury, in the estate as she wa?, she comithe hIiq iinitunsd 
forthe with gret ioye, and enhraced hym pleaauntly hetwene 
her amies, and saide vnto hym, " My dere lorde and vncle, ye bo 
right wolcoaie ! in the same ustafe aa y herde yonre voya, y am 
come to you for the gladnesse that y haue of youre presence 
and of youre comynge as this tyme; hat that y am come !u so 
symple a wyse hefore you, plese you to foryeue it me." And the 
knight rewarded vnto the wnmanhode and manere of his nece, 

:6 and within her selff he praised her gretly, and he loued her 
moche the more thanne euer before. And he gaue her the ii aohesi™ 

"^ ■* har Mill 

gownes * that he had ordeined and bought for her and her piwu. 

suster; and so she that come ioyfully in the state that she was eoi.s.i 
lo in hefore her vncle, she wanne two gownes; and she that taried 
. to ariaye her self bo queintly, she loste the grace and loue of 
I ler vncle. And, therfor, she that come before her vncle in 

Buch arraie as she was inne, and ' nfferwai-de she went into her 
14 chaumbre and abeled her self in the best manere, and sin saide 

vnto her vncle, "Y haue aparailed my sel£f in this wise to do 

you the more honestly seruice," she wanne the loue and the 

grace of her vncle. Wherfor, by this ensaumple, how a womaa 
iB may with her worahippe come to receyue her kyn, or [be] perfit 

founde, in suche arreye and habileraent aa she ia inne for the 
I tjme, And there was a boronesse that was a good lady, and AburonoM 

she wolde not hut aeldom vse her fresshe arraie, neither in the p" ^" ""■' 
;j atyre of her hede nor for her body; wherfor her semauntes t^"'!!". 

women saide vnto her, " Madame, for what cause pleae it you 

not to holde youre self beter bcseyn in yonre vesture t " and she 



, ansuered her and a 
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i euery day in my good 



HOW A MAID WAS FALSELY CHARGED OF MURDER, 

array, and richely clothed, how moche and wberof shulde y he 
amended the day of the higfi feat, or whanne y most repaira 
vnto the presence of my piinceBBe and of other ladies t for the 
vsaunce of the Freahenesse ' and of goodly array requirithe 4 
tyme snd place ; for euery day lyke to other is thioge comune, 
it ia eelden praised." [ear chose commune n'eat point ^;rises.] 

[CHAPTEE CVL] 
[Of a ihaid who was saved by a knight.] 

I Shalt tett you an etiBaample of a knight that * fauglit and 8 
dede baiaile for the loue of a faire maide. Ther was 
duelHnge, in the contre of a gret lorde, a falce knight that 
required and praied a fayre yonge mayde of loue for his foule 
delite; and she wolde not consent to his desire for no thinge of n 
heheste, or in uni other wise, but that she kepte her self in 
clenneFse of virginite. And in despite hereof, the knight thought 
in hym selff that he wolde do her disworshipe and displesaunce; 
and by treson he eapoysoned an aple, and gaue it vnto thia mayde i( 
g to here it vnto the lordes sone. And this yonge woman hare it 
forth vnto this childe, by the whiche he was enpoisoned ; and 
thanne this untrue knight accused her, and saide ^at she hadde 
take and receyued gret rewarde of the lordes enerays to enpoison 70 
his childe ; so that thia yonge tnayden was dispoiled vnto her 
Eraocke, and oi'deincd forto [be] brent in the fyre ; and she wepte 
and made gret lamentacion Tnto God, besechinge hym to bo her 
comfoi-t, and she was not gylty, and that it was the false knight 14 
of whom she hadde resseiued the aple to here it vnto the childe. 
But the knight denied it, and there was none forto oiFende* this 
mayde, nor that durst fight for her in that quarelt ayenat the 
''knight; he was renomcd so worthi a man in armes. But almighti iS 

■ God, that hclpitb eaery rightfuH true cause, had pitee vpon this 
mayde, that was Innocent of tbe dethe of the lordes childe ; and 
as by auenture of the grace of God, there come a worth! knight 
ycalled Patrydes in the defence of the mayden, as she shulde 3a 

■ be putte into the * fire. The knight behelde her wepinge and 

' MR. " FrensheneMe." " T/oj- dafende; bm "defanCB,"!. 32. 



AND SAVED BY A KNIGHT, 



making bo gret sorw, he hadde pile vpon her, and enquired of 
of her digese ; and she tolde hyra from point to 

I point of euery thing the troutUe as it was, wherof the most 
4 party of the peple bare her recorde & witnesse. AnJ thflnneu 
the noble knight, that was pitflus and had compassion upon this '« 
mayden, gaged batoile ayenst the false knight, and there was 
a sore bataiJe betwene hem bothe ; but the discomfitture befeR 
8 npon the fala knight, nnd was migcheucd fot- his falsucsBe; and 
npon the point of his dethe he knowlaged alt the treaon that he 
had wrought ayenst this youg mayde. But yt happed bo that bi 
the good knight was hurte in .t. parties of his body with .v. » 
ladedly wonudeB, wherthomgh that he must nedely deye. And 
whaune he was disai'med, he sent his sherte, that was perehed in 
.Y. places and afi hlody, vnto the majden for whom he hadde do 
his hataile. And ehe reaseiued it, and fcepte hit att her lyue, and 
16 praied for hym contynnelly, for the gret goodnesae and kinde- 
nesBe that he shewed vnto her, to Euffi'e detti for her deliueraunce, 
and for to respite her dethe and aquite her of art shame and 
alt falee accusacion of treson, and onercome her ennemie, and 
^^^^ ao made her free for euerraorc. Right Bo oure lorde Ihesu Crist * 
^^^k faught for us, for the gret compassion and pitee that he hadde Li 
^^^H npon att huraaigne lyuage, whsnne he deliuered us front the ^ 
^^^^r derkeneBscofhelt and dampcacionperpetuel, where as [he] faught 
^^^^B^for ns by the vertu of his glonous passion, whanne he "^sufFred * 
^^^" for us his .V, woundes vpon the croese, and bought na with liia 
precious blode, and receiued dethe for oure redempcion and 
deliueraunce, and fraunchiaed ub of bH Ihraidome, and restored 
aS us ayenvnto his ioye andhlisae eueiinore lastinge; andthorugh 
hya mercy, debonairet[e], and vertu, and for loue and pitee that 
I he hadde viito alt his creatoures. And in this enaaumple eueri >" 

I inan and woman aught to haue pitee and sorw of the disese of* 

3a tbaire frendes neighbourep, and vpon the poure creatoures of 
Qod, — Eight so as the knight had pite upon the mayde, — and 
to wepe pitously, as wepte the good ladyes after oure lorde 
Ihwu Crist, whanne he bare the crosse to be crucified, and auifre 
36 dethe for onre synnes. 
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[CHAPTER CVIL] 

[Of the three Maries, and of charity to the dead.] 

JNother enaaumple there is, of tlie iij Muriea, whicbe cam 

erly in the morw vpon Pasque, forto anoynt the body of 

Lmii'i bodj. -*— ■- uuj.g lorde Ilie«u Crist, for thei had made precions oyne- 4 

meat of gret coste, and they had deuocion to serue God euermore, 

SB thei that were breunynge in the loue of hia aeruice. And 

there thei fonde the aungelt, that saide unto hem how oure 

8 lorde Ihe«u Crist was resuscited, wherof thei hadde gret ioje ; 8 
and for that gret gladuesse, thei went and tolde vnto the apo- 
Btelea of his rcsurreocion. This good Jadyes wached longe tyme 
forto iBftke thia precious oyiiement ; and thei arose before the 
Bonne risinge, aupposinge to haue anointe the precioua bodi it 
of oure lorde before his resnrreocion, that thei shulde hauo 
do her aeruice. Wlieifor here is a good enaaumple hou that 
eueri good woman that ie wedded, or of religion, aught to 

* curious, and diligent, and wakinge in the seruice of GofI, i6 
thei that may do it, for thei shall be guerdoned an hundred 
sithes double; as were these .iij. holy ladyeawhiche God loued and 
enhauuced. It ia redde in the cronieles of Rome, that whanne 
the emperoure Nero and other tirauntes of the lawe martired *o 

' the holy seiates, (as it is contened in thaire legendis,) that the 
good ladies of Kome toke the bodies that were dede, and 
beried hem priuely, and dede hem gret worships ; and also thei 
arose erly, and aerued God with good deuocion. And al were 14 ' 
it ao that in that tyme there were raani tyrauntes, neuerthelea 
there were mani good women and charitable, and blesEed ladies 
futt of pitee, hothe in Rome and in mani other places, where 
aa y trowe now atto thia day the charitee and holy seruice of *' 

'i' women ia liglit thinne ysowen; for there be mani that haue 
more thaire herte upon the worlde, and forto oheye vnto the 
woridely plesaunce, than to the honoure and aeruice of God. For 
thei dispose hem aelff more to make hem aelff fressfi arraied, 3* 1 
forto be loued vpon of sum yonge loners, thanne for any other 
entent. But and suche women dede thaire peyne to come and 
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here the seruice of God, and forto saia deuoutly thaire praiers. 
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diligence to make hem eelfE gay, goodly behauing in 
vnto the woilde, and also to egchewe alt inanere 
of apeche, or forto herkyu the iangelyng of foly pleaaunce, whiles 
thei hen in holy place, and in the chirche, it were the beste 
for alt Buche women ; for yef thei wolde not rcfuee and putte 
*awBye Bucbe vBauiice, thei dJBpleae gretly God, and they ahalt '[Foli 
be puuis&hed withoute meeure for tlmire syiine. 

CHAPTER CVin. 
[Of the example of the five wise virgins,] 

T Hereupon it is also saide, now a dayes, or these faire*^™"*'" 
yonge ladies mow arise, or they haue Itemed her hede, J"^^'° 
and iurred or avised hem selff in a mirrour, and atyred [i|[Yi5"J 

■ hem selff with thaire riche & fresabe atyre, the procesaion is '' ■ 
past, and att the masses and seruice is songe & doo; wherof as 

16 by ensaumple God spekithe in the Gospett of suche women, 
of ,v. maydenes that were purneysd by thaire good pradence 
of oyle, tight, and lompea, and were diligent to wasshe, and, to whom, 
wbanne the apouse was ycome by night, they entreted' witt liym Cuii •poii 

ao into the ioye and gladnesae of his iluellysig place, and aaide the »ir«in». 
yatia be redy opin vnto hem. But there were other .v. pat J""] 'jj" " 

■ were inpnident, that slepie and were not purueyed, nother of 
E lyght, oyle, nor lampe ; and whauue they come and wolde haue 
34 entred into the place, ihey fonde the gatis shette and closed 

ayenat hem, and the lorde the espouse saide vnto hem, whanne 
thei wolde haue entred, that he knew hem not, for they were 
come to late. So that, like vnto this ensaumple, y doute theie be 

iS mani suche women as be slouthfutt and slepe wbauno tliei shulde 
wake in the eeruice of God, and shulde be purueyed of oH suche 
thinggea as longithe vnf o the saluacion of thaire soules, that is, in 
good werkis and holy praiers, and forto haue grace of God. And "JI|"^j^j 

3a y doute me that they tarie and haste hem not of thaii'e amende- ^nang%| 
ment, in truBte of longe lyff unto her ende, of * the whiche ende 'jS.™] ' 
' Read " entrei!,*' Fr. entrtreut ; Bee line 16, 
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of thaire lyff they haue no Buetiee, nor know the day nor the 

B hoiire. Y suppose thel ehoS finde the gate shette of thaire 

»x sauacion, & eheS be saide vato hem as waB Eaide vnto the .v. 

maideuea that were foljs, that slepte and were vnpurueyed, the 4 

espouse knowitbe hem not; and than it shnl be to late, the 

repentinge, for there is DOne recoucrannce of tyme. And they 

Ehal be ahamfult whance they see hem Belff departed from God 

and hJB holi seintes, and forto he ledde vnto the waye of hetl, a 

with the horrible companye of the fendeB, where as ia cruel 

payne and sorw continuel, that nener shal haue eiide. Aks ! 

how dere it sh^ he solde the queintise, the pleeaunt folyea, 

of and the foule delytis, that haue be used fur flesshely delectacion u 

and worldely plesaunce; right bo and by that waye shutl pa^ae 
d the women that haue leued sinfully; and the good women vuto 
the bliaso euerlastinge, for thii shatt goo with thaire eapowae, ]Mt 
is to saie, with Qod her creature. And they ehalt fjnde the gret i6 
gate wydeopin vnto hem,fortoentro into the gretioye, bias raoc he 
as they were diligent and wakinge with the light of her lampea, of 
the espowBp, that is fo saye, that they had do holy werkes, and 
were red! purueyed, by elennesse of good, abyding the houre of to 
the dethe, to departe oute of thia worlde ioyefuS, and were not 
encombered nor heui to elepe in syone ; but euermore tbey helde 
hem selff clene and oute of synne, and they were ofte tymea ahriue, 
and kepte hem self oute of dedely aynne, and loued and dredde 14 
God aboue *all thinge. For who that louithe God, he kepithe 
hym selff clene, and hatith aynne, For synne ia displesauncevnto 
'■ God, and departithe the creatourea from the lylT euerlastinge, as 
ye haue herde here by ensaumple, bi the worde of God in the 18 
QoBpeH. 
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[CHAPTER CIX.] 

[Of the Virgin Mary.] 

Ow y ahatt after this apeke vnto you of a lady that hatho 
uo paraile, that ia, she, the right glorious mayden Uarte, ja 
and moder of the Saueoure of the worlde. And thia is 
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OF THE HUMILITY OP THE VIItGIN MARV. 

80 higB an enBftnmpIe, thnt it may not be discreued, the whiobe 
the hig[h]neBBe, the beauute that her soiie Ihetu hathe enhaunced 
her aboue alt the heuenly thiDgges, aa the renouun of hym, 
4 her aone that is God and man, right bo the renouun of this 
heuenly quene, moder and maide, is euerlaatinge, whiche aa for 
her gret humilite she dred her sone more than euer dede mtder, 
for she knew welt from whensis he come, and what he was, 
8 and therfor she was the chaumbre and the temple of God, 
where aa was made the espoisuH, and the alyaunce and knyt- 
tjnge of the godhede vnto the manhode, diuinite vnto bumanite. 
Bi this glorioua mayde is corae the Ijff and the saluacion of 
ta mankynde. God wolde tliat abe were espowaed and wedded vnto 
the holy mao loBcph, that was an olde rightfult man ; for God i 
wolde be borne wt'tAinne the bonde of holy mariago, in ful- 
feilyng and forto obeye vnto the lawe, and forto eatihewe the 

ifiauapecioa of the worldely speche. And also that tlie bleased 
mayde ahulde baue companie to plese her foilo kepe her and 
for * to gouerne her and to lede her ioto Egipte. And it 
befett that whanne loaeph apercelued that she waa gret with 

30 childe, be wolde bane foi'sake her, and aaide he knew wel that 
the childe was not his; but that same night the fader of heuene 
almigbti sent vnto loaeph bis aungel uisibly, that eaide vnto 
Joseph that he abulde no tbinge doute nor be abassbed, for 

34 she had conceiued a childe by the vertu of the holy goat, the 
whiche shulde be redeii>pcion and saluacion of att the worlde. 
And Ibanne thia olde loaeph had gret ioye, and poyned hym 
aelff to do her worehippe and sendee, for he knewe wel that 

a8 by the profiteea aa they had profeayed that the fone of God 
shulde be Incamat of mayde that bight Marie, and visibly 
shulde be eayne man here in erthe ; whereof Joseph thanked 
God humbly of his grace and renolacion, that it liked vnto his 

ja gooduesse to make hym so worthi to see here with bis eyen 
and to be aeruaunt vnto her that waa the clene mayde and 
moder vnto God and man. And in the same wise the holy 
mayden honoured and was obeissaunt vnto her busbonde loaeph, 
wherein the scripture praisithc her highly ; and for aa moche 
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also as the aungeH fonde her eolytarie in the temple, in de- 
lo uocion & praier euermore contjnuelly, whiche ie enaaumple to 
ry euery good lady that is yoiige, and to euery good woman to 
be (levouute in the praier, and in the eeruice of God, and 4 
to loue clennesae, & to be humble and charitable. Also, the 
scripture pioiaithe her hily, this bleesed mayden, by as moche 
as she waa eumdel * abaiashed and douted whanne the aungeQ 
salued her; and whanne she demauuded how, in what wiEe, ehe 8 
, might conceiue a childe that neiwr had companie ne flesshely 
knowinge of man ; and the aungelt assured her, and saido that 
she sholde haue no drede, nor be ameruailed therof, for Bbe 
shulde be fulfelled with the holy gOEte, and that there was eo ii 
tliinge inpoBfiihle vnto God, that is to eaie, God may werke and 
I do alt thinge unto hys plesaunce. And io the same wise, her 
ui cosyne Elizabeth had conceyued childe, that vj raonthes had 
be bareyu and passed age forto bere childe. And whanne the 16 
aungett had assured her in this wise, she ansuered and saide 
vnto the anngeR, " Lo ! here the chaiimbrcre of almigbti God I 
BO be it do unto me upon thi worde as thou hast saide ! " 
This blessed lady Marie, she wolde furst wete bow it might be ; ai 
but Eue, oure furst moder, wTought not in that wise, for she 
trowed to lyghtly whanne the serpent made her to breke 
the comaundement of God in Faradys, whanne she bote upon 
the appitt, whereby she was deceyued, as mani other aymple 34 
women be now a dayes, that trowen lightly flateringe of folea, 
wheiby they fal into synne and vato vnclennease, for they 
euqueren not, nor take no rtward nor doute not, the last c&de 
of Buche thiDgea ar thei consent to doo, that is to safe, worship* i3 
for welt doinge, or shame and pnnissyoQ for synne. Wherfor 
, the glorious mayden Maiie, by as moche as of her vertuouB 
a' prudence she douted whanne she resselued the annunciacion bi 
id. the aungeR, tiR she * knewe hym for the messenger of God, jj 
asinge how it might be that a mayde shulde conseiue and 
bere a childe; wherhy is gret ensaumple vnto you all women, 
that whacne there ie saide or reported ani thioge vnto you, 
that neither ye ansaere ne consent tilt ye be assured what may ig 
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befatt vnto you in the ende, worehip or blame, as by tbis glorious 
mayde Marie ye baue ensoumple. 



[CHAPTER ex.] 
[Of the Virgin Maiy eis an example of homility.] 
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i Lso, all holy scripture praisithe this noble ladi of gret b 
humilite that waa in her, wbanne the aungett saide w 
vnto her that she ahulde be moder vnto the Hnge, and 
Sonne of God, of whom the kingdom and reigce ahulde be ende- 
8 leely; not with stondinge nH tliia, abe humilied aDif obeied her aclf, 
aaieng she waa an humble chaunibrere and s^rvauut vnto Qod, 
witboute ani presumpcion, but desiringe the wiS and [deaaunoe na 
of almigbti God to be fulfelled ia ber euermore, wliiche plescd " 
ij highly vnto the fader almighty, the gret lowlineijse of this 
blessed mayde ; and for that humilite she was chose the moat 
wortbi of alt creatoures, and bo plesaunt unto the diuinite, 
that, within her pure uirginalite of ber fleBshe, blode, and 
I iG bone, the Sons of God toke humanite ; whei-thorugh here m 
is good enaauraple vnto alt women to lone this vertu of"' 
humilite, that is to saie, to be humble vnto God and vnto 
the worlde, acd for a wedded woman to be obedient and 

humble vnto ber huabonde. For, as the scripture aaithe, who 
that makithe hym eelff lytelt by waye of humilite, he shal 
be moch, and eubaunced by grace of God * vnto worshipe. And • 
for certajne, God aud the auugeH praie and loue more humilite 

34 tlianne ani other vertu ; for it destroiethe pride, whiche ia the wi 
synne most displeaaunt vnto God, as it sheuithe that for the i" 
same syune the aungeH felt oute of beuene. And tbcrfor p'' 
euery woman sbulde be bumble & curteys, and thenke upon 

jB the glorious maide Marie, as for the most good ensaumple 
vnto alt women. 

A Lso the scripture praisitbe tbia good lady for ber cur- m 
teaye & good nature, whanne she went forto uisite her an 

1 ' coayn aeint Elizabeth, and the chitde that waa withinne ^i" 
her, whiche waa aeint lobn the baptist, reioyed by the grace of Ei 
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the holy goat. And sciot Elizabcti, salcBg vnto cure lady that 
she was bleaaed aboue aH women, for the fruit that waB with- 
in her, and that it was uot reaon the moder of the Sone of 
God shulde come to uiaite so pore as she was. And in this 4 
wyse foH goodly thei reuerenced and obeyed eche to otber, 
aa louyng cosjnes and parentys. Aa by eneauinple hereof 
ye may aee how ye aught to loue, uiaite, and reuerence yonre 
kyn, and eche ynto other, in the manere as ye haue herde of 8 
these ij good ladies, & not forto saie that, — as there be sum 
amongea women that of that gret pride they sayn, — " Y am 
the gretter gentitt woman, and of the more nobt lynage, 
and gretter maiBtresse, wher she shal come rather vnto me; " u 
or ellya thei be envyeuaia whiche shaH goo farst up on the 
offerande, forto haue most of the Tayue glorle of the worlde. 
So that there be mani women that haue thay*re hertys enott 
fuR of pride and enuye, as atte diuerse assemblees and festis i6 
thei auyae to be the farst yset and serued, and haue the 
hononre, or ellia for despite they wiH not ete nor drinke, for 
the gret enuie that is within hem. Whcrfor ye may see that 
Buche women thenke liteB upon the humilite and curtesye that ao 
was betwene these two ladies, Marie and Elizabeth. Wherfor 
wete it wett, that auche creatoures, so futt of vein glorie and 
enuye, thei shatl be sore punisehed for thaire synne, and litelt 
Bett« by in the sight of God ; and as aaithe the good lady, queue '4 
Ester, that, " ay the more that a woman is of gret birthe and 
Qohle lynnge, she abulde be the more humble and curteys," 
for by the verta of humilite the pore is enhaunced and the 
4 riche is yworsbipped. For the pore semithe hym selfE iu grete '^ 
worships, whanne he is cherisshed of the riche; and the rich* 
is gretly honoured whanne he is beloued of the pore; as nnto 
the riche forto haue good renouun, and forto be beloued, and 
forto uiaite thaire pore lynage, and to susteyne hem in honoure, 3' 
as ye may take eiisaumple of the quene of heuene, that uisited 
and worshipped her cosyne ' seint EliEabeth, that was a good 
blessed woman. 

' MS. "tOSJUB," 
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[CHAPTER CXI.] 

[Of the Virgin Marj as an example of pity 

and of suffering.] 

Ibo, the scripture praiaitlie higtly this Loly nmyden Marie, 

in as moche as she went vnto Oalil<!e vnto a mariage, 

wbere as the >vyne failed atte the feeat ; nnd this good 

lady had pifee therof, &nd ehe required her Bone Ihe«ii, as by 

manere of complayninge, by aa * moche aa the wyne was failled; 

8 and the benigne lorde Ih«fu Crist, knowinge the entent and 

desire of hia moder, turned the water into wyne, for he had pitee 

upon that he sawe his moder pitouse; and, therfor, hi thiB 

good eusaumple how that a woman auglit to hauc pitee upon 

i her parentys, kyn, and frendes, and upon the pore peple, and 

helpe and aocour hem in aR that ehe may, for it is gvet 

charitee and fraunchise naturett. And after this, the glorious 

maiden went after her sone, whanne he was goo from her 

i6 forto dispute & preche nyenst the lues and the maistres of' 

the lawe, and she west not where he was bycome. And she 

fonde hym whanne she had sought hym longe tyme, and saide 

unto hym in this wise, " My faire sone, youre parens and frendes 

so & y have had gret fere and doute forto go and seche yoa." 

And lie anauered his moder, that Buche as were his parens 

and frendes, tho were they that fulfelled the comaunderaeutis 

and the will of his fader in heuene, Wherof the lues and 

•4 the wise men were highly ameruailed of his gret prudence 

and science that was of so yonge age. After this sorw, that 

she went to baue loste her sone, she hadde another, for 

whan she offered hym in the temple vnto the holy Sytoeon, i 

j8 that gretly had desired forto see hym, and euer praied vnto 

Glod that he ghulde not deye vnto the tyme that he might 

see with his eyen the sone of God, the helthe and redemptoure 

of mankinde, thannc by the gi'aoe of the holy gost he sawe and i 

3J hnewe hym verraly, and thanne he tha[n]ked God, and saide i 

with higt voys, " Lo ! he're the clere light, and the aanement 

of the worlde." And also Symeon saide vnto the moder of 
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Ihem that she BhultT see the tyroe whanne the awerde of aorw 
ehnlde perisahe thorugfi her herte, that ia to saye, that ahe 
ehulde Bee hym aufFre his holy pBBsion from the beginnynge 
Tuto the ende, for the whiche vnnethe there was ani defence 4 
betwene hia passioa and her Borugh, aauing the dethe for oure 
redempcion. And, therfor, by this ia good ensaumple vnto att 
ladiea and good women, that whan the quene of heaeue and lady 
of the worlde had so gret aorw in this worlde, that none other 8 
creatoare aoght not to bo ameruailed to suffre difipleaaunce and 
vnese, whanne so higli a lady suffered and endured so gret aorw 
and tribulacion. And therfor we anght wel to suffre and 
forto haue pacience ; and we that ho continnelly in ayane, Etad u 
futt of vnclennease, and that for oure Iniquito and synfufl 
desertia deserue euermore pmdBsion, we aught not by reaon 
to he spared to endure and euffre tribulacion and sorw for oura 
deseminge, where as the aone of God apared not hia owne blessed 16 
moder to auffre her to be sorufu!t that neuer offended. 



[CHAPTER CXII] 
[Of other examples of oharity.J 

ANd that att ladyes and women ahulde be pitoue and chari- 
L\ table, aa hy enFaumple of the holy lady that distributed ao 
and gaue for the loue of God the gret partie of the good 
that Bhe had, and in ensaumple of her in the eame wise na seint 
Elizabeth, seint Luce, eeint Ceeile, and matii other ladyes that 
were charitables, they gaucn the most parte of thayre good vnto j^ 
pore peple that were * in neceasite and miacheof, aa it ia expreased 
and shewed m thaire legende ; as y shatt shew you hi the 
enaaumple of a good ladi of Rome. Aa ahe was atte her maaae, 
she loked behinde her and ahe aapied a pore [wo]man that aS 
iy trembeled for colde m a gret froste and colde wynter; wherof 
r thia good ladi had grete pitee, and she cleped the pore woman 
" vnto her, and lefte the maaae, and led Jier homo vnto her' hons, 
and priuely thia lady gaue her a gowne wett furred, and other 3a 
clothinge aa waa nedefiitt vnto her; wherof ther fill gret 
' MS. lii>. 
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miracle, for the preest that was atte niCBae might neuer speke «r 
worile Tuto the tjme that the ladi was come ayen. And aa sone 'p 
as ehe was come, the preeet had his Bpe(^he aud his voys, and saw 

4 in Buision the cause, that for the pit ee that oiire lady hadde upon 
the pore naked woman that ahe went forto clothe, that the preeat 
shulde abide of in his masse vnto her comingc ayen, for the loue 
of the gret charite and pitee that she had upon the pore woman. 

8 For God receiued before his aungett that almeasedede in gret 
praisinge,forthegoo<inesse&humUiteofthelady. Wherebyhere m 
ia a good ensaumple vnto ladies, & vnto all women, in what wise " 
they shulde be charitable and fuH of almesdedea vnto all orea- 
res, HB fer forthe as they haue powere; for almesdede plesitho 
raocho vnto almighti God, for it comithe of fre nature, and of 
good loue vnto God, and to alt creatoures that be in necessitee. 
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[CHAPTER CXm.] 
[Of examples of good living and chastity.] 

S "TVT Ow here before y haue spoke of the glorious maideMa'rie, •[Poi.Sfl^ 
%^ vnto whom there may be no comparison; and there shaft oriiomon 
now be sheaedyouof thegood ladyes that were vnnraied, iived 'diuM. 
duelljnge in Home, the bifore tyme thei had be marled, and doBnij.' 

3 how after that they lened chastely, clenly, and holyly in thaire 
manere, and wered crounea in token of clennesse and chastite; 
but it shulde be longe tyme to rcherse and speke of hem aR 
before tyme and comynge of oure lorde Ihesu Crist, acd it hathe 

( be founde ia the Bible. Anil after y teR you of sum good 
ladyea that haue he syn the nwe testament, that ia to Eein, sen 
God was borne of the holy raayden Marie; and, as the acripture romBcrtp. 
praisithe the good ladies of that tyme, it is resone that we jood ladin of 

S praisen sum ladies of the tyme whiche that we be, and of suche "tiouw wi 
aa in oure knowinge, aa y shalt saie of euery astate an en- "™ now, 
saumple or twey, forlo shew ensaumple vnto other; for the 
goodnesse and worahippe of hem that be now in oure dayea 

) shulde not be hidde nor withdrawe, but they shulde be praised 
and putta in memorie, and regeatred perpetuelly, as weH as 
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they that were here before, withoute ani dbdayne. And 
y Bhewe you of the noLIe princesBO JohaDne, now late quene of 
Fraunce, for elie was a woman cLaritable and of good lyff, fiJt 
of deuocion and of almesdedes ; and ehe kepte ber Estate bo 4 
noble, and of so good ordenauuce, that it were gret thinge to 
recorde from point to point and in alt wiaea. After, y putte the 
duchesBe et cetera,iba.t hathe had moche to suffre, and euermore 
■ she * hathe kepte her self in holy Ijuinge, whiche were longe 8 
tliinge to reherce and teH of her goodnease and vertuone 
condicion. And also it is not to foryete the countesse moder 
vnto the erle et cetera, how that nobly she gouerned her selff and 
used holy lyff. Also, of a baronesse that web of this contree, ii 
faire and youge, the age of xsv wynt«r whanne her lorde 
deidc, the whiche was gretly required and desired of mani 
lordes and knigthis ; but for the loue that she had vnto her 
lorde her huebonde, and vnto the children, she wolde neuer i6 
after be wedded, but lyued in gret perfeccion, wherof that she ia 
highly forto be praised. And this good ladi was the baroDesae 
Dartus. 

[CHAPTERS CXIV, OXV.] 
[Examples of wires who bave honoured and to 

attended their husbands,] 
A Iso, y shaft tett you of a lady that was a knightez wif, how 
is it befeH vnto her sin the tyme and loumey of Crecy, the 
"^ whiche ia sxvj*J wynter agone '. This lady waa faire and »4 
yonge and right gretly desired, but for no thinge she wolde not be 
wedded, but she loued and norisshed her children worshipfally 
and goodly; wherof that she had gret praieinge of the worlde. 
And yet she was moche more preised in tyme of her buabonde, )8 
for her husbonde waa ungoodly, and right unlykly to hane bo 
faire a lady; for she was a gentiQ woman and of worthi lyne^, 
more thanne waa her husbonde, and neuertheles she wor- 
shipped and loued her husbonde aa moche as thow he had he 31 
the most goodly man of the royalme, and she dred hym and 
serued hym humbly, wherof the peple praised her memeylonsly. 
' Twentj-GvB ycaiE since the tattle of Crecy. 
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And for *thi3 cause thia lady owitbe wett forto be putle in •lfoI. 60ft, 

reiiiemberauuce amonge other Jadyte that were good, for there 

was Deuer no reprocbe founde in her womanbode. Awl now y ofimoMe 

4 ehali teti you of another good ladie, the wiff of a hnigbt, and wifs wLiohi 
she was faire and yonge and of coble lynago, and her busbonde verjow, 
waa right auHcicn, and turned oyen into childehode for ago ; 
and for siknease and febilnesse he made the issuea of his 

8 pargacions oueral and in his bedde, as a yonge childe; but this 
good lady waa euermore entendaunt aboute hym, and serued 
him in as bumble wise aa thou she had be a chaumbrere. And 

1 Tunethe there might baue be founde a woman but atte Hum 

1 tyme she wolde haue lothed her, or ellya to baue be right 
scoymouB to ' haue do the scruice as thes good lady serued her whom she 
huabonde contyuuelly. And atte diuerae tyuiea ahe waa sent iimmaj. 
for to come vnto the dauiicea atte the feates amonge other ladyea, 

6 but right aelden she woldc not come thcreatte, nor no thinge 
might wjthholde her but that she was euermore redy atte the 
boure that ahe wost to do her lord* eeruice. And as ofte tymea though on«n 

prajedlo 

it was sajde vnto her, " Madame, ye ahulde be loyfuH, and uae to i™™ Wm, 
to pJaye and forto diaporte you, aud lete youre good olde huabonde 
slepe, for he takithe no rewarde hut vnto bya teste." But she 
vnderatode and wost wel what auche speche was worthe, nnd 
she anauered ayen, " In as moche as myn huabonde is olde and oijing, 'my 
14 desirithe reste, so moche more y am bounde to wayte vpon his •[foI. bi. 
aeruice^ to kepe hym in rests aud from alt dissese, in as moche nau b to 

1 • el.- 13 MfreUiB-' 

aa it may be in my powers, for that is my play aud my 
gladueaae to be aboute hjTu, and forto do hym sendee unto 

iS hia ease and plesauQce." Fur aa forto saye as for her beauute 
and her youthe, there were mani that entreted her vnto diuerae 
worldely plesaunces, but she wolde neuer consent vnto no 
thinge contrarie vnto goodneaae, she was so true vnto her 

(9 bushonde. And after, whaM her lorde was dede, yef she were of 
good gouemaunce in her mariage, she waa alwey after a de- 
vouute lady, and right good vnto God and vnto the worlde, aud 
' le neuer consent to be maried, but euer forthe ahe leued in 
' M3. ttt. 
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ThereTDrtshs cbosiite and clenneEse; and therfor she owitbe weH forto be 1 

KiKa for putte in rememberauuce and Btoried in scripture with other 

■ndBDodiieu, good ladyes. Al were it so that she was not a gret princesse, yet ] 
BSBood Bhe owithe duly to he recomeniied io all worship and praisinge 4 
othsra. bicauBG of her goodnesae; the whiche is good ensauraple and 
mirrour vnto other ladyea and women; for the praisinge of hem 

that lone worshippe and triiuthe shulde euermore be had ia I 

rem em be rau nee as they haue Jeserueil. And therfor y haue S 1 
tolde yon of suche lailyes as haue be now late in oure dajea ; 

but and y wolde reherce, and telt you of alt my niatere, it sbulde ' 

be longe, for there be mani worthy ladies iu the Reaume of i 

iitdin Eraunce, aud in other coiitrees also. But these ladyes of the is j 

"'- whiche y haue spoken Tnto you, thei be withoute ani reproche, j 

-SI, and aproned in tbaire tna'riage, trew ladies, and afterwards I 

ihey leued chastely and deuoutly before Qod in worahipe and | 

vnto the worlde, and refused att vayne plesaunces, wherfor that '6 i 

»o creatoure might neuer speke of hem but in al goodnesse. I 
■okDo And also ye may vuderstonde that these ladyes toke none ime 
, hushondea for worldely loue or (lesshely plesaunce, al be it so 

that ofte tymea high astate obeyethe for love aud plesaunce lo 

vnto lowe degree, as there hane be diuerse ladyea that bane do ] 
BO ; good ent«nt shal haue grace, but mariage that be made in 

uumBthEi other wise, there befaliithe gret Inconuenlent, as Buche as I 

> fl«)iiy wedde hem eelff ayenst the wyH -of kynne and frendes, and 14. ] 

ddlght,' 1 J .11 

only for the flesshely delite. And whanne the tyme rennithe 

as from somer to wynter, as whanne plesaunce is fayled, and J 

Bud after they Bee hem selff lesse honoured, thanne ofte tymes they falle j 

info Repentaille, so that lone and plesaunce is foryete; as the aS I 

NrgbiiDB«iM nightyngales, as longe as they he amcrouses, they synge pie- J 

■moi^ufbut sauntly day and night ; and whanne they haue reioysed thaire I 

wHdisiiaDt amerouB deayre and pleaaunces, thei make abace melodye, for I 

I thei synge no more. So that y passe oucr atto this tyme to jj ] 
I , speke ani more of these ladyfs, or of suche matere. But, my 
I faire doughtera, take hereby a good ensaumple, that yef be 

I fortune ye fatt into good mariage, and afterwardes God take I 

I youre husbondes from you, wedde you not ayen vnauisely for 36 1 



A WOMAN SHOULD DESIRE TO 1 
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Tain pleaaunce, but werkithe bi th un ail f y u true '[poLSIs 
frendes, eod not by tbe iaBtaunce of 1 Qg p m for 

tbere be&llitbe gret rcpentyiige vnt h m tb t p tt tha re 

4 plesauiice in Bucbe Tusuertee. Aud, tl f t k j tb h n e, 
and that ye entre not into none reproche, but that all good- 
nease and worship may come to you, close youre erea, and 
herkenitbe not voto the Bpeche of faire Bpekers, fur in Buohe 

8 wyse mani women haue be deceyued. But as now y wyH cese 
of this matei'e. 

[CHAPTER CXVI.] 
[Of the honour and respect that attend a good life.l ToboMn 

■- '^ = J good nauis U 

MY right dere doughtree, yef ye knewe the gret« honoure.jionmr,''"' 
and the gret weltho that is forto be wett Reiiommed, to 
here a good name, and to be welt spoken of, whiche ia ' 
one [of] tbe gretteet grace that may be in tbe worlde, ye wolde 
putte youre herte in payne to eutende therto ; right aa a 

6 knigbt that desirithe worshippe and vaillaunce, the whiche 

I he wynnitbe by gret payne and labours in bete and colde, '■"^ wU" 

[ and puttitfi bis body in bo mani aduentures of dethe, and""'"*"* 
afl for to Wynne worsbipe and good name, as by straunge 

10 viages, by harde affiauutes, by diuerse gret batailes, and by 
mani other gret perilles in armoB. And after that be hatbe 
suffered thus mocbe, tbanne he ia drawe fortbe and putte vnto 
mocbe worshipe, and tbe princez yeuo bym gret lordshippea 

14 aud gouemaunoes, for hie uoblcase and for be bathe 110 parailt 
in bonoure of good name. Eight so it is of a good woman, a wonan la 
that iu alt places berithe a goodo name of bonoure aud oBrasinusi 
goodnesae, as she that bathe atte al tymes putte her payne '^'™"' 

;Sin trauaile to kepe her body *vndefouled and in clennesse, ^^|''g-,*'*- 
and refused the delytea of youtbe and of foule plesaunces, 
wberby abe hntft wonne good name and mocbe worabipe, 
for euermore to be putte in tbe nombre of good ladyca and 

3 of alt good women, wberby she hatbe also wonne the loue »'"'»" "i" 
of God, and of her husbonde, aud of the worlde, and the f*"^: ''^J',^ 

I aaluacion of the sowle, tbe whiche ia the worthiest nnd the "'"■'''■ 



HOW TWO OLD AND WISE KNIGHTS 

beate of aft. For the Bowie ia the precious marguarito vnto 

God. And so it is ensaunijile to aft creatoures, in wbat viae 

I'rood ^''^^ "^^ *° preise b good woman ; for ahe is aa moohe worthe 

"J^^ in the sight of God for hei- goodnesse [and] vertn, as ia the knight 4 

™'' for his annes and worthineaae in bataile. But the right rule 

fallitho aa now, for honoure ia not yeue vnto hem atte al 

tymea that beat hathe deserued it, as it might be ahewed in 

diueree causes, who bo wold* as forto saye of mani good women. 9 

[CHAPTER CXVIL] 
[How fDolieli young men were reproved by their elders.] 
°™"'" A^P]' *herfor, y shatt teJi you upon that as y bane herde 
huioihKB Ljk mani lotdes and knigbtea speke, how good women were 
Miipuiouiot praised and had gret worship, and aucbe as were blamed la 

«^'- of her gonemaunce, how they were s(»med and pulte out of 

eompanie of all other good women. And it is not yet longe 
tynie agoo that sucbe custume was vsed, that there waa no 
woman so hardy that durst aforce ber eelff, for she were 16 
blamed of fojy, to putle her self in the eompanie and felawsbip 
of hem that were viireproued, that they sbnlde with gret 
diaworahip be putte awey from hem. As y shall telle you 
• [FciLM, *of ij knigthes that were in that tyme, whiche were called » 
■nwrewwo Si> Raoul de Luge A Sir Piere de Luge, and they were bothe 
brethrpD, o( brctberen and knightts of gret worshippe, the whiche as in 

tho dayea deaire[d] to do armes and sought worship in strnnnge ; 
cuntreiea, and they hadde gvet Renome, aa Charmylour, Cioault, 14 
or Sarmitre, wherfor they hadde thayre speche and were herde 
in all places where as they come, for thaire worshippe and 
good name. Wherupon that and they sawe ani yonge man of 
^o, wiien thaire lynages do ani thirge that were not wele vnto worships, 
eriTwo'Sfd *' '^^' wolde blame hem, and teche hem before alt peple, Wherfor 
I brf^'^^E yonge men dred bem in att places. And aa y baue herde teft, 

I the said Sti' Piere de Luge, he was atte the feate where aa 

I were gret foyson of lordea, ladies, knigbtes, and squieres and 

I gentilwomen ; and ao there come in a yonge squier before hem 

1 that was sette atte dyner. and sained the eompanie; and he 
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was clothed in a, cote hardy upon the guyse of Almayne, & And ones 
in this wise be come further before the tordes and the ladies, ><ni^i umi 
and made iiem goodly reuerence. And ao the said Sir Piere H'^J^ 
4 called this yonge aquier with his voys before att the statis, JJ,'||'^''t^i" " 
and said vnto hym and axed hym, where was his fedylt 
or his Eibible, or suche an Instrument aa longithe vnto a 
mynBtralt. "Syr," saide the squier, "y canne not nieditt 
B me of Buohe thinge, it is not my crafte nor science." " Sir," 
saide the knight, " y canne not trowe that ye saye, for ye be 
counterfait in youre araye, and lyke vnto a mynstratt, for 
y haue knowo herebefore att youre 'AunBetoura, and the ■ [For. 62, 

ijknightes and squiers of youre kyn, whiche were att wortlii 
L men, but y sawe neuer none of hem that were counterfait, 
H nor that clothed hem in suche array." And thanne the yonge udioiAe 
' Bquier ansuered the knight nnd saide, " Sir, by as mocha aB it niurediid 

i6 mislykithe you, it ehatt he amended," and cleped a purBeuaunt, 
and gaue hym the cote hardy. And he abled hym selff in an 
other gowne, and come ayen into the halle, & thanne the auncyen 
knight saide opinly, "This yonge squier shatt haue worship*, ana wu 

aofor he hathe trowtd and do bi the counaaile of the elder, hu rmpeci i, 
withoute ani contraryenge." For att yonge foike that troue 
and be coun»iiled by the techiuge and euEaumplea of the 
olde wise, and they do and gouerne hem selff there alier, 

14 they may cot faile to come vnto gret worshippe. So that an eumpb 
hereby is a good eneanrnple how euery yonge man or yonge young >h™ii 
woman owithe to receyue the doctrine and techinge of hem '^= 'fl'" " 
that bene thaire ehlres, and wiser thanne they; for att that 

a8 they saye and teche, it is for the profite of hem tliat be 
yonge; but the yonge fulkes now a dayes lust not to do 
there after, but they haue dyspite whanne they be blamed 
of thayre folye, and whanne they be more wyser thanne Bucbe 

3) as be moi:he more cunninge, and as haue eeyn the conrs of 
the worlde louge tyme afore thaire biithe. For that is gret 
pite, as in youthe to be vncunnyngo and vnknowynge of hym 
selff, for enery gentiS man or gentilwoman owithe for to 

36 haua gret ioye to leme, and for to *be blamed of enery vice. ^'™;^^ 
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For who BO ia a gentiti nature deeirithe naturaly gentilneeae 
and tliinges veituous, and louithe hj'm that counsailitbe and 
techithe hym for hie heter; but a cherioUH condicion is afi 
cootraiie, for he desirithe nother veitu ne cuuing, and he 4 \ 
lackithe and hatithe hym pat Baithe hym trouthe or coun- 
Bailethe hym to worahipe. Now haue y shewed you how, in 
[what] wyse, they chastised the yunge men in tho dayes by good 
counsailo, and also how thei gaue good ensaumples onto the 8 J 
yonge kdyes and gentitt women. 
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[CHAPTER CXVni.} 

[How ladies lose respect and honour by oareless 

living.] 

' AS forto saie in that tyme it was the tyme of pees, & with- la \ 
L\ oute werre, whaniie the lordes and ladyes, the knightes 
and Bquiers of eueri astate in thaire degre, eche feeted 
and felawahipped with other in mani Eeuelles, and in diuerse 
plesauiices, as thei assembled atte mani tymes, hi gret loue 16 
and for honoure. The good Itnightes in that tyme, and hit 
befett by ani aduenture that lady or damoisett hadde ani 
il renouuji or wns blamed of folye & of her honoure, and 
she wolde putfce her selff before ani of the good ladyes or *o J 
damoyselJes, all were it bo that she were of gret eatat and 
of high byitfi and in richesse of mariage, anone the knight 
shulde of right come and saye vnto the said lady before att, 
" Madame, diaplese you not though this lady or damoyaett 14 I 
of lower astate goo before or stonde ahoue you, al be it so 
lynage and of so gret Hichesse as ye 



ahe he not of s 



be of; hut for as mochc as she ia not bla'med of her worship* 
and therfor she ia putte before you in the nombre of good aS i 
ladyea and of other goode women, to recciue the worship 
that ahe hathe deserued, and for to be know as she is with- 
oute defauute. But yt may not he saide so of you ; whiche 
thinge me displeaithe, for hero Is none other aasemble, but j 
to worship hem that hane deserued it, and therfor meruaile 
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not hereof." And in tliia wjse tlie auncyen knightea sbulde 
furet putte them vnto worshippe that wore of good name 
and renomme, wherof they hadden gret cause forto thank God, ^vhorafare 
4 that had gene hem grace and might to kepe hem in suche i» given lo 
cienneaae and vertu, wherthorugTi they were putte vnto bo 
gret renercncB and honoure. And other for thaire foly 
I receyned gret diaworahip and hiame. And therfor it waa 
I 8 good ensaumple vnto sH gentitt women, tliat, for the hlame 
that they might here one of another, they douted and dradden 
forto do an! thinge other wise but welt. But now atte this buI now 
day, and that ia pitee, there be mani that hero gret hlame, lUimt* ha 

■ J3 and neuer the latter yet haue they gret worshipe, and more "oniiip. 

■ made of thanne suche as be right good, the whicbe is straunge 
W ensaumple ; but there be sum that sayca therfor " asmoche 

worship haue they that do amys as they that be vndefamed, 

i6 ao that it herithe no force to do ill as forto do welt; att 

paaaithe and vnder one thanke." But that is nother wel thought 

I ne wel saide, for it ia a gret vice. For truly, what chere or 

■ what Berabclaunce that men make vnto ' Buehe women in [Toi. as 
lao thaire presence, whan thei depaiiith from them a felow saithe MBiupeak 



vnto another, " Loo I suche 

curteya and kycde, for she " 

eS youre plesaunce, and mai 

14 parte." And thus anithe on 



w- 



gentilt woman, ahe ia right to th«ir 
lit Buffre you to do with her iiiom b< 
a good felaw hath had his 
to another of auche women. 
And in this wyae, he that spekithe right fayre, and makithe 
her reuerence aa hia lady before her, whanne they be departed 
he spekithe suche worshippe of her as ahe hathe deaerued. But iinttooi 
Buche women as be folea aperceiue it not, but they seme that no ""=" 
man coude knowe nor aspie thaire fauute, for they be bo holde 
in thaire Bynne, and wilt not vnderstonde nor knowe thaire 
shame, ao that the tymo is chaunged. But it were moche beter 
31 forto shewe hem thaire hlame and thaire aynne, oa the avncyen 
knightea sheued vnto women thaire foly in that tyme, as here 
before y haue tolde you. Wherfor y wolde that the tyme 
were come ayen, to that entent to encrece the worship of f^ 
36 goode, and forto oorrecte [and] amende suche as be worthi and 
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IN OLD TIMES WOMES WERE KILLED FOR ADULTERY. 

MOre and women thought upon the tyme that was before 
the Lirthe of oui- lorde Ih««a Criat, whiche was the apace 
of .V. thouaande yeere, aa of women that were defamed, 
and most of wedded women, and it might be proued upon 4 
her by tweyn witneaais that and ani other man bad fleBshely 
companie with her but her husbonde, she shulde be brent or 
• stoned vnto the dethe, ao nohle and trwe was the lawe of 
God and of Moysea, ther was no richesae of golde ne aylner, 8 
nor for none eatate, pore ne ricbe; and yet y vnnethe knowe 
no Koyaumee atte this day, but the Beaumee of Fraunce and 
of Inglonde and the Baae Almaigne, but that there is do iustice 
upon that aynne, and the woman deyed that were founde in " 
Bucbe blame assone as the trouthe is yknowe, that is to Baye, 
in Pronince, in Spaine, in Aragone, and in mani othe[r] Beanmes 
and contreiea. In sum places tlmire throtes be cutte, in snm 
places tbei be brent, in sum places bothe man and woman it 
putto alle quik in erthe, for the ahamc and punission of the 
aynno. And thia ensaumpleB ia good for alt women to here, 
now be it that there is no justice do thereon in this Beaume, 
DS there is do in other, yet neuertheles suche women aa do ao 
amisae and use syune and folye, they lyue in blame, i 
esclaundre, and in gret diaworship, and leae the name c 
tbaire estat and noblesae before Ood and in this worlde, a 
forto yeue langage to speke vnto langeloures, that atte 34 
alt tymea haue thaire disportea and ecorningges in suche 
foule pkaaunces, and outre hem self from the grace of God, 
and in the loae of the worlde, and departe hem selff firom 
the companie of oH good women, and putte hem aelfE oute aS 
of niemorie of good name and renome for euermore. As it 
ia conteyned in the oldo ensaumplea of tyme paased, wherof 
there might be mani enaaumples wrote, whiche were a *longe 
thinge to write, and y shalt ahewe you bi ensaumple as for 31, 
the highest and the nobelest of whiche holy scripture mahithe 
raencion, how almighti God praiaithe the bounte of a good 
woman. And syn God with his owne mouthe praisithe bo 
highli a good woman, weH owithe alt other creatourea to 36. 
lone and praise eS such as be good. 
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[CHAPTER CXIX.] 
[How ChriBt speafas of good 

IT is conteitied in the goapett of the virginea, 
preched and tauglit the peple, and he spake vpon the""™?"'"' 
4 mater of women that liuedeii in clenncBse, he likened suche ■p™'' ' 

a woman vnto a precious margarite, the whiche is a bright 
thiuge, rounde, white, and dene, a stocB so clere and faire- 
that there is no taciie therein, nor Bpotte of vnclenne[s] ; and- 
8 this is aaide be a woman that is not wedded, and she lyuitlie fmntiiaws 
in uirgiuite, clennesse, and chastite ; or ellys hi a woman tns irire 
that IB wedded, and she kepitlie truly and honestly the sacrQ- 
ment of mariage, & aleo by them that worsbipfully and perfitly 
" kepe thaire wedwhode, that lyuen in chastite and in Bobriete. 
These be the .iij. manere of women the whicbe Ood praisithe, 
and likenith hem vnto the precious margarite, that is aB 
faire, withoute aai foule tache or ani foulenesse ; for this saithe 
i6 holy scripture, there ia no thiwg beter thanne a good woman is greiiiy 
^^^_ and rather more praised before God & the aungelt thanno ""fore God. 
^^^b man. And by cause and Baisone that woman is of more 
^^^H light courage thanne man, that is, for asmoche as the woman 
^^^^! » • is ycome and was drawe oute of the man, and in asmoche '*,^"': ^^' 
aa she is more feble to withstonde the temptaciones of the 
flesBhe, whanne she withstondithe and ouercomithe the flesehe, 
in BO moche she is worth! to haue the more merite and thanke 
'A before the man. And therfor God comparaged a good woman 

vnto a precious margarite, and also the scripture saithe in TteBcriniun 
another place, how it were a foule thingc to take a faire »h°i|W ™j^ 
Buete rose and putte hem in a stjnking vessett ; right ao the i"»*e»*'.nc 
^^^ 38 clennesse of a mayde or of a good woman that she misuse ^J^',,™ ™" 
^^^^L ~ it not with vnclene men, that desyren false flesshely plesaance ; 
^^^^1 but the women kepe cuermore the clennesEe of uirgiuite, or 
^^^H e11t« trewe mariage, so that the foule synuc of kcherie deface 
^^^Hjs not the lyknesse of the precious margarite, the clennesse of 
^^^^B maydenhode, the sacremeni of mariage, the faithe of Ood 
^^^L 11—2 
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and holy ciirche, and the otsBtenesse of weduhode. For and 
. tbese .iij. manere of womcm misuse the vertuea, these vertuea 
r beforesaide, the maide her maydenhode, the wyfT her mariage, 
the wedwe her weduhode, thanne be they liche vnto the Boses 4 
in a stinkinge vcsectT, for thci haue lost thaire fayrenesse, 
thaire snetoesse, and thaire vertu, for the vnclenuesse that 
they be inne ; and thanne they be right not apparent nor like 
Tnto the preciona margarite. Wei aught a woman be displesed 6 
and hate her selff in her vngoodly lyuinge, wher for her defaute 
and foly that she ta putte oute of the nombre and memorie 
of *att good women. As vrherfor they aught wel to thenke 
upon these thingeB, and she that is to marie and to he wedded, 11 
and she defoule her maydenbode, Bbe lesitho her mariage and 
<* her worship and her good name euermore, abe desoruithe , 
shame and hate of her frendes; of women that be wedded, 
in brekinge thaire mai'iage tliei lese aH worehippe, the loue iS 
of God, of her husbondes, and of att her frendee, she lesithe 
all worldely prosperite, and cauaithe her owne shame con- 
tinuelly. For the barme the gret defamaclon that fallithe bi 
that cause of brekinge of mariage yt were to longe forto 10 
reherce, but sothely it is gret displesaunce vnto God, for the 
more partie aH suche as breken thaire mariage as man or 
woman, there ia departing of loue, falsinge the sacrement, 
and synne dampnahle. And the deuclt hathe suche pouere 34 
in hem, that thei make hem forto haue so gret delite in thaire 
synne and rybauudise, and so brenuinge plesauace, that they 
wol nener eschew thaire eynne, so that thei pursue vnto thaire 
endeles dampnacion. But true mariage is ordeined be God in aS 
the plesaunce betwene maw and woman, is withonte dedly synne; 
^ and therfor the feode of hcit hathe no pouer in that holy 
sacrement, but he peynithe hym euermore to eschauufe' and 



to draw the man c 



.by. 



1 falce delite vnlo aynne; 3a 



r blowinge in the fire, and right so 



and, as a smithe that 
seruithe the ennemy of hell that besiethe hym cuer forto 
kendill and lyght the fere flame of dedly synne witheinne 
' MS. " BBohauuse." 
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tlie hertis of mau and woman bi fala delite, whereliy 'lie ( 
bringitbe the Bowles vnto belt. For that ia alt his crafte and 
ioye, as a chosen hunter that chaaithe alt the day, and atte 

4 the night he taliithe the beeat, and ledithe it forthe with hym ; 
anii right so the enneiny dothe with suche men and women m 
OS lyuen upon thaire iteeshely delite, man, raayde, wi£F, or "f 
wedow, as it is eaide before. And so saithe tbe scripture, that ''" 

E att Buche as vsen to lyue after the hreuninge desire of luxurie, 
and they haue talie thaire fowle stynkinge fleashely delite, right 
BO they ehatt be led into tbe brennyng flawme of the fire of 
heH, as saithe an erraite in Ihe lyff of tbe olde fadres, "It is 

3 rayson that snche as hane lyued in tbe hrenninge plessunce 
of flessbely delite in this worlde, right so to be rewarded 'hi 
with the brennyjige flawme of the iyre of belt, by right ^ 
that one bete forte duett euermore with that other hete." 

5 And as almighti Ood saithe, " Ther ehatt nor good dede nor 
good lyff [go] vnrewarded, nor no wicfeednesBe vnponisflhed." 

[CHAPTER CSX.] 

[How a knight's daughter loBt her marriage 
by her vanity '.] 

J Shalt tclt you of a ensaumple of a knightes doughler that 
lost her raariage bi her niaite '. Ther was a knight that had a i 
iij doughters, of tbe which tbe eldest was wedded, and ii«i 
there was a knight that axed the secounde dougbter bothe for 
londe and mariage ; in so moche that tbe knight come for to see 
her that shulde be his wyff, and forto be assured and fyanced on. 
togedre, yef tbei were plesed eche with other, for neither of *<> 
hem ne hadde sale other before that tyme. And the damoiselle 
that knew of the knightes *oomyiig, she araied her selff in the 
beat guyse that she coucie, forto bane a Eclender and a faire [' 
shapin body, and she clothed her in a cote hardy vnfurred, tbe »i, 
whiche satte right streite upon her, and it waa gret colde, gret »■ 
froate, and gret wynde; and for ]>e simple Testure that ebe 
* par Ba folie, p. 236. ' pour u oointise. 
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AndthecoTd hiul vpoD, and for "the gret colde that waa atte that tynie, the 
paiethitbe ooionre of the mayde was defaced, and she waxe al pale and 
siRer iiMud blake of colde. So this knight that was come forto see her, and 
behelde the coloure of her all dede and pale, and after that 4 
he loked upon that other auater that ehe had, and aawe her 
coloure freeahe and ruddy as a roae, for ahe was wel clothed, 
and warme ayenst the colde, aa she that thought not upon no 
mariflge atte so shorte a tyme, the knight behelde fiirst that one B 
suBter and after that other. And whanne ho had dyned, he 
oleped two of hia freodea and of his kynne, and suide vnto hem, 
" Sirea I we be come hedir for to see the doughters of the lorde 
of thia place, and y know wel that y ahulde hane whiche that y 1 
wolde chese, wherfor y wolde haue the thridde doughter." And 
hia frendea anauered hym, that it waa more worship vnto hym 
for to haue the elder. " Faire frendea/' aaide the knight, " ye 
see but litell avauntage thoreinne, for ye knowe wel the! haue 16 
an elder auster, the whicho is wedded; and alao y see the 
yongeat, the fairest and fressheet of coloure, more pleeaunt 
thunne her secouiide suster, for whom y was apoken vnto foito 
haue in mariage; and therfor 'my plesaunce is to haue her." 
And the knight axed the thridde doughtsr, whicbe waa graunted 
hym ; wherof folke were meruailed, and in especial the mayde 
that went forto hauo be wedded vnto the aame knight. So it . 
happed within short tyme after, thei marled the yonge damay- : 
aell, the whiche the knight hadde refused bi cauae the colde 
had paled her coloure and withdrowe her fayrenease; after, 
Irtfs'-"" ''"' whanne she waa welt clothed and furred, and the wedir \ 

chaunged to wanner, her colour and fairenesse was comen ayen, 1 

ISO that she was fresaher and fayrer an hundred parte tbanne 
waa her suater, the knightes wiS'; and ao the knight aaide vnto 
■her, " My faii-e suster, whanne y waa to wedde, and y come forto 
Bee you, ye were not so faire bi the aeuenthe part as ye be now, 3* ' 
for ye he now right faire and well coloured, and tho ye were 
all pale and of other coloure, and now ye paase youre auater, my 
wyff, in fayrenesae, wherof y haue gret mernaile." And thanne 
the knightifl wiff ansuered, " My lorde, y ahal tetl yoa how 36 I 



^ 






BY DRESSING TOO LIGHTLY IS WlNTEa. 

it was; mysuster thought wcl that ye ehuldc come forto fiaunco "iian i 
her as for joure wiff; and foito make her geiititt, and Bnidl, bowit 
nnd faire hodied, she clothed her in a syntplc cote hardye, not 

4 doubled ; and it was cold' wynter, and gret froste, aud gret 
wynde, and that penuuued her coloure ; ^ and y, that thought 
as muche to hauo euche welthe and worship as forto haue you 
vnto my lorde withoute aui nisete, y clothed my aelff in warme' 

8 furred gounes that kejite my body warme, wheifore I had? [O"' 
Letter colour than she had?', wherof I thauke God, For therfore 
I gate your loue; And? blessycT bo the houre that ray suster 
clothed her self so lyghtj For yf it had' not be so, yc had not 

3 take me for to haue lefte her." Thus loste, as ye haue herdj 
theldest doughter her maryage, bycause she coyottd' her self. 
Now haue ye herd goo J' Ensample 'how oue ought not to eoyute on?™ 
her body for to shewe it small and" better ehapeu', & specially ™'™J 
fii6 in the wynter, in so moche that she lost her mauere aud 
colour. Aa ones it befell to Syre Foucques de Laua!, aa he 
told me vpon the fayt of this Ensample, of whomc I shal speke, 
and" telle vnto yow what that happed? to hym. 



[SECOND CHAPTER CXX.] 
o How louo wylle be kepte warme. Capitulo C xx' 

Ire Foucques de Laual was a fayr knyght, 'clene & wel * 

B besene eniong other, & was of good' maner, and" of fayr ^^^ 

maynten'. It happed to hym, as he told me, that ones he " 

4 was gone for to see his peramours in the wynter season, that the 

froste was grete, and the wether passyngcold. He'theune hadde ' 

'-' Ft. et je, qui ne jieiisoye ^ taut d'onuear et de bien STOir a 
vauB avoir h seigneur, De me cointiay point, oinsjoiB RBtoie bien fourr^ el 
obaudement ve»tue, >i avoye meilleur couleur, p. 138, ed. 1854. 

' The ManuBcript ends here, and the coucluding part of the book ii 
given trom Caitou'e printed translation. Hia pauee-tiarB (//) t 
reprinted. Some capitals are added to his. 

'■^ Fr. oomment 1 en ne se doit mie si lingement ne si joliettement vestir, 
pour aoy grealir et ^ire le beau corps, p. 359. 

' fr. De meaeire Fouques de Laval, qui nla veoir sa mie. Chappitre 
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HOW WE SHOL'LD DfiESH WiESlLY IN WINTER. 

(QLKon.j in tbe mornynge coynted" hym self of a soarlatte gowne wel 
ih"nJy*iBS! broudred, & of a hood' of ecarlatte sengle & wythoute furrynge, 
and nouglifc els lie bad" on bym, aauf only his fyo sBerte ; For he 
Lad" no mantell, neyther glones io bis handea. The wynd'and' 4 
the cold were grete, wherfore he had? too grete cold", that 
ar.d the wind he became of coloar black and" pale, For tbe perles ne the 
puei precious Btones, wiche were on the broudryng of his sengla 

gowne, conthe gyae hym no hete, ne kego hym fro tbe cold", 8 
There camo another knyght, wbiclie also wna amerous of that 
I lady, but he was not so gay aourned", ne bo sengle of clotbes, 

but he bad" on hym good and warme gownea, & had* a mantell, 
and a double hood", and? was reed as a cok, and had* a good* u 
and the ted; lyuynge colour. Tbe lady thenne welcomed thia knyght, and 
'«f°"''ini maade to bym better cbere than sfie dyd'to Syre Foucquea, and" 
held" with bym better companye. And sayd" to Syre Foucquea, 
" Syre, hold yow nere tbe fyre, for I doubte that ye be not si 16 
bool, for your colour is dedo and pale." And be ananerd" that 
hia herte was ioyoua and well at bis ease. 

Thia other knyght was fayrer to the lady syght than Foucqnes. 
But within a wbyle after, Syre Foucques aapyed the knyght, 'o 
whiche was goynge toward" the place of hie peramours. He 
arayed'hym otherwyse than he was wonte to doo, Andao mocbo 
hyed? hym, that he came thyder as soone as the other knyght 
dyd; for to preue bow tbe mater and hia faytte shold? ende. >4 
But certaynly he waa thenne take of his lady for tbe fayi'est and" 
beat coloured'. Wherfore he told me how loue wjUe be kepte 
bote and warme, And bow that be had approuued hit. Ther- 
fore hit is grete folye to kepo bya body sengle of clotbes, for »8 
to aeme to the folkes syght better maad, and fayrer of body. 
Yet ypon this niatere I wylle reberce vnto you a grete mer- 
Ueyllo, how many one deyd" for cold. 




HOW THE GAL0Y8GS CHANQED WINTEE AND 



last 



[CHAPTER CXXI.] 

Of the folyaahe loue wliiche surpryBed" and" ouercamo the (■ 
Galoys antT the GaloyaeB, wherfore many one of them deyd" 
for colJl Capitulo C xjg. 

4 '-"TT^Ayre doughters, I ahalle telle yow of the Oaloya aud i" 
r^ Galoyeea, how the deuylle by hia arte made many of them ™ 
J to Jeye for cold", with the helpe of the flamme of Venna, 
goddeaae of loue andof lecherye. It byfelle thenne in the partyes 
8 of PeytoanndinotherCountrees nyghe, that the goddeaseVenufl, 
' wliiche hath grete power vpon yongthe, that is to wete, vpon the 
jougefolte,(For8omn)e she raateth to he amerousof loue reBonable, 
And? other of folysshe loue and vBreaonahle, wherof aomme leee 
13 thayr honour and' worshyp, And other bothe body & aowle, &) 
made many knyghtes and'squycrs, ladyes and damoyBels, to loue 
penimours eche other, And* to make an ordenaunce of a moche 
eauage and wjld gujae, and ageynet the kynde of the tyme, 
1$ whiche ordenaunce was this, that in the somer they ahold be m 
clothed" bote and warnie with theyr fuiTed gownea and" with m 
mantels and double hoodes, and euer fyre they ahold* hane in •« 
theyr chemenyea, were it neuer BO grete a hete; And'that they 
3o ahold make of the somer wynter, & thus to the contrarye. 

In the wynter tyme ; and aa it was hard frOBen, these Galoys & «i 
} Galoyses i3yd on theyre shertes but only a shorte and? eengle s^ 
gown withoute lynyng; and had? no mantell ne hood, but aengle, "^ 
34 for no grete cold ne wj-nd that myght come. And yet more, 
theyr chamhres were withoute fyre, and' dayly made swyped 
clene ; And? yf at that aeaaon ony herbe or grasse, or sommc 
thynge fresbhe and grene, myght be found, it waa had into 
aS theyr chamhres Sc etrawed on the floor. And" vpon theyr beddea 
they had thurgh al the nyght but only a sengle and' lyght 
couerlet, and nomore they myght haue, after theyr owne or- 
dynaunce, Ferthermore, it was ordoyned, that as soone aa a ai 
Galoys cam ther as a Galoyse was, & yf she had ony huahond, lo 
he mast by this ordenaunce go & take the Oaloya horaea, whiche ^''' 
le thyder, and ryde oute of hia place, & neuer to 



) OF FOR GOOD. 

come agej-ne as bug as the Galoya sriolj be with his wyf. And 
also, yf her liusboiid were o, Oalojs, St went to see his peramours, 
another Galoyse, & found" her hutbond with her, it had be grete 
'ebame to the huBbond yf he had abyden at home, neytber to 4 



haue ordeyned ony thyngi 
Vyf, for he had thejine n 






the Guloys hod be with tiia 
jiower witliiii his bows than 



had' a strounger. This Ijf • lasted longe whyle, vnto the tynio 



that the most parte of them w 
grete cold' whiche they suffred. 
theyr ladyea bedde, And' so decie 
theyi' frendes aud peramours, act 
and" wel clothedl And som of tbi 



B dede and peryssbed' of the 8 
Many of the Galoys deyde in 
a lyke wyse the Galoyses with 
■uyjige them that were warme 
to whome men must i 



dyeseuere theyr teethe wyth kuj-ues, and" toste and Eost them 
'before the fjre, as a ehyken hard" of froete. Wherfore I doubte 
moche that these Galoyses & Galoya, whiohe deyde by auche 
uianer, were martired" by lone, & that as they deyde of ooldj i6 
they aballe haue to the contrarye a grete bete and' a warme 
dothynge in the pytte of helle. For yf they bad" BufTred" for the 
>' loue of God, wbiobe sufired' soo moche for them, the tenthe parte 
'- of the payne and" dolour wtiche tbey dyd" suffre for the fowie as 
^ dely te of theyr Btynkynge lecberye, tbey shold' haue hadde mercy 
and" grete guerdon in the other world". But tlie deuylle, wbicha . 
euer is aboute to make the man and" the woman to dyaobeye to 
God; made them to fele gretter dely te and" playsaunce in folyssbe 34 
lone, than to doo somme aeruyse vnto God". And by this reason 
wblcbe we! is approuued", bow the deuyll ttmpteth and'easayeth 
man and woman, And" boldeth in perylle botlie the sowle and" the 
body; And bou be gyuetb folyssbe playsaunces and many euylle a8 
mancrs, that is to wete, somme by couetyse to drawe to hym the 
good" & substaunce of other ; And' somme he boldeth in grete 
pryde by the praysyng of them self and" dispraysyuge of other ; 
Some also by enuye, whanne they see other haue more goodea gj 
than tboy; Also by glotonye, wherin the body delytetb bj-m 
self, and" maketh hym to falle in-to the synne of dionkeahip, . 
whiche synne tuketh fro them reason and" entendement aud" • 
..maketh them to fall in-to carnal delyte, Eytber also by lecberye, 
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makyng them to baue their peramours witb tbem, and to loue [caMex.] 
tliem wyth folyssLe loue anJ playsaunce, As dyJ the folyaslie othwvi'cesj 
Galoys and Oaloyses, auiT anionge them suche a folysshe aniT 

4 brennynge loue tbat he brougbt tliem to an euyile emle, anct 
to deye of dyuerse dethe. But, notwitbstondyng al tliis, I Bftye 
not but tbat there is a trewe lone without blame anir dishonoure, 
And" wherof moche worship cometb. Theac ben trewe, the 

8 whiche requyre nothyng wheront may como ony falsbed or 
abusioD. 'For he Jjat loueth not trewely, thycketh for to baue [• Ohmh, 
diehonoured bia loue and* her cst.ite ; And* anche loae ia not 
trewB, but is fala dyssyniylynge Bniftrecberye. Tberfore to grete 

1 luatyBemay not be made of them; but so moche I telle yow well, 
that tlier be of auche folfce whicbo beu of dyuerae manera, that 'ti 

ia to wete, somme trewe, soinme fuls and deceyuable, andTgyue no ^ 

force at ul but to baue theyr fowle delyte and'wylle. And' many J[J^ ™?„ 
I l6' suche folk is aa now in tbia world) wherfore the world" ia hard" to "" ""''''■ 
knowe, and moehe merueyllous. And* auche wene wel to knowo 
them self; but wora they knowe them self than done ony other '. 
[CHAPTER CXXn.] 
The Argument of the knyght of the Towre and of bia wyf. 

o' Capitulo C xxij 

Y derc dougbtera, as for to loue peramoura I ebal tell i "ill teii you 
m yow alte the debate and stryf of me and" of your moJer. i tad "tOi 

■' J i your moltet 

I wold' austeyne ageyiiste her, that a lady or dnmoyBeUe ""u' *'^- 
4 niygbt loue peramours in cei-tayne caas. For in loue is but good' 
I worship, withoute ony euyll be thought in it. In tbia thenne 

wherin is thought ony euyile is not loue, but rather it ia grete 

tfaUbede and mauuastye ; wbeifore take ye hede, And" here ye 
the grete debate aLid" stryf whicbe was bytwene her anj me. 
Thus thenne I sayd' to your moder, "Lady, why ehallo not ' "i? 0"i"q 
the ladyea and' daraoysels loue peramours? For in certayne, J^^Jj^™"^ 
me aemeth that iu good' loue and trewe, maye be but welthe }J*^ """« 
and' honour, and" also the louer ia the bettor therfore, & more 
gay and loly ; and' also the more encouraged .to excercyse 
' Caiton leaves out Chapter CXXUI. ot the printed rranch edition, , 
1B54, pp. 144-6 ; " Que Halle Temme ne dnit point croire trop legietement 
oe qu'on lui dit." 
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lOaxim.] hym Eolf more ofte in arroes, And" taketh therfore better 
maner in al estates, for to please vnto liis lady or loue. And 
in lyte wyse dotLe alie of whome he is enamoured, for to 
pleaae hjtn the better, na ferre aa she loueth hym. Ancf alEO 4 
I tell yow thftt gret« almease it ia, wbajiiie a lady or damoysell 
maketh a good" knyglit eyther a good" equyer." These ben my 
reasons. 



[CHAPTER CXXni.] 
* The anavere whtche the lady of the towre maad" vnto her lord, s 
Copitnlo C xjti[i]]' 

Henne ansuerd'to me your moder, "Syi'e, I merueyll me 

' * lot, yf amonge yow men Buateyne and holde this reason, 

that al women oughte to loue peramoutH; But aith this 11 
debate and stryf is come before our owne doughtera, I wylle 
anBwere after myn aduya and* InteDcion, For, vnto our cbildren 
we must hyda notbynge. Ye Bay, and so done all other men, 
that a lady or daiuoyaell is the better worth whan she loueth 16 
peramoura, And that she shnlle be the more gay, & of fayr 
maner and* countenaunce. And' how she ahalle do grete almesse 

i to make a good knyght, Theee wordes are but sport and" 
eabatement of lordes and of felawes, in a langage moche oomyn. »o 
For they that saye that alle the hocour and worsfiyppe whicbe 
they gete and haue, ia comyngo to them by theyre peramours, 
And that theyr loue encourageth them to goo in vyagea, And 
for to plese to them by state of armea ; but tbeae wordes coete 14 
to them but lytyll to say, for to gete the better and" sooner 
the grace and good wylle of theyr peramours. For of suche 
wordes, and" other moche merueylloua, many one vaelh full 
ofte ; but how be hit that they saye that ' for tbem and for aS 
theyr loue they done hit,' In good feyth they done it only 
for to enhaunce them self, and for to drawe vnto them the 
gr8« and" vayne glory of the world, Therfore I charge 
yow, my fayre donghtera, that in this mater ye byleue not 3» 
your fader. But I pray yow that ye bold your self clenly 
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aniT without blame, and' that ye be not ameroua, for many [oixim.] 
reasoas whiche I shalle reherce vnto yow. Fyrate, I sfiye Evf 17 good 
not but that euery good" woman of age raaye lone well and" '""p^'P'o.'^ 

4 better the one than the other, that is to wete, foike of worsJiip 
and" honour. And" them also that shalle counceylle her for 
her oivne helthe & woraiiip. And" thus men oughte to loue, 
by this maiiere, the one more than the other. But as for 

8 to be so ferforth enamoured", in boo moche that thia loue be 
mayster of her, and" malieth them to falle in aomme fowle 
and" flhamefull delyte, aomtyme with ryght, and" aomtyme with 
wronge, for the watche whiche men 'haue vpon this ahameful ["Oo*™,!- 

!] dede or feate, and" also suche dishonour and" escry, whiche 
Boone is not put oute. And by the ialse watches & bachytera 
whiche ben neuer ceasyng to talke of eom euylle rather than 
of Bomme good", wherby they take away & dyffamen the 

:6 good" Henomme of the good" wymnten, and" of many a good" 
iady. And" therfore alle wymraen whiche ben not wedded" biit»n-om*ii 

■hould luof 

may kepe and* bold" them self fro hit; And" that for many (rem i«ingih» 
Reasona. The fyrate Eeason is, by cause that a woman whiche 

to is enamoured" of a man maye not aerue God" of no good" herta 
ne trewe, as she dyd before. For many one I haue herd Baye, 
the whiche haue ben amerous in theyr yongthe, that when they 
were in the chirche theyre thought and melancolye made them 

14 ofte to thynke vnto theyr delytes and" to theyr peramoura more 
than they dyd" to the Beruyae of God". And' also the arte of 
loue ia of auche kynde, that whanne one ia in the Chirche to 
here maBse and? the dyuyne aeruyae, and" as the preeat holdeth 

iS the body of oure Lord" bytwene his haadea, than cometh most 

to bta mynde euylle and" fowle thoughtea. TLia is the arte B»ii lore h 
or crafte of the goddesao that men calle Venus, the whiche "*'''"'« 
had the name of a planote, aa I herd saye of a good" and vmui. 

(1 trewe man, whiche preched and' sayd" how ocea the deuylle 
entred" into the body of a dampned" woman, whiche was loly 
and" gaye, and moche ameroua. The deuylle that was within 
her body made her to doo many fals myraclea; wherfor the 

j6 paynyma helde her for a goddesse, and worshipped" her as a 
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god, AucP tliis YenuH was she tLat gaf counceylle to the Troiana- 
tbat they shuld' Bende Farys, the sono of kyng Priamus, into 
Grtce, and" that ahe shold" make hym ranyssiie and" haue with 
hym the fayreat lady of al Grcce, wherof ahe sayiT trouthe. 4 
For Parya dyJ" rauysshe the fayr Ilelayne, tJie wyf of the 
hynge Meuclaua, for the wliiche faytte or dede were slnyne 
afterward more than xl kyngea and" .sii. C M other personea 
and" mo. Wherof this Veous was of al thys grete meachycf S 
pryncipall cauae. She was an euylle goddesse, fulle of euylle 
temptacion. She ia the goddease of loue, whiohe kyndeleth 
and chauffeth the amerous hertea, and maketh them to thynke 
botbe day and" njght to the loye and foule delytca of lechery; i* 
And" specially whan they be at the maase or heryng" •the 
dynyn seruyae, the deujl oauaeth this for to trouble their 
feythe and" theyr deuocion whiche they hauo toward" oure 
Lord". And" knowe ye for certajiie, my fayr doughtere, that i5 | 
a woman whiche is amerous shalle neuer sette her herte to 1 
God', ne she shall not sa3'e deuoutely her lioures or matyns, 
ne the hert open for to hero the dyuyne seruyae of God. 
Wherof I shall telle yow an Ensample. Two queues were 20 
at thia ayde of the see, which iu Lent, vpon the Holy Thuraday, 
io the Paaaion weke, took theyr fowle delytea and" playsaunce 
within the Cbirohe duryng the aeruyae dyuyne. And" reated" 
not of theyr foly tjlle hit was alle done, Wherfore God", a4 1 
whiche waa displeaaed" wjth them for theyr onorme and" fowle 
eynne, made theyr fowle dede and faytte to be openly koowen 
amonge the folke, In aucbe wyse tlrnt they were take ancT 
putte vnder a gi'ete and" heuy coope of lede; And' there aS ] 
they deyd" of an eiiylle dethe. And' the two knyghtes, theyre 
putyere, deyd also, as they that were flayne, they beynge yet 
Now raaye ye see how theyr fals loue waa euylle 
BDd" dampnable, And" how the temptacion of Venus, the god- 31 , 
dease of loue and lady of lechery, tempted them ao moche, 
that she made them to take theyr fowle plesaunce In suche 
holy tyme as vpon the Thursday and" Holy Frydaye in the 
Passyon weke. Py this Ensample is wet aene and" knoweu 3^ 1 
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how that ettery woman ameroua is more tempteJ wythin the icaxim.) 
Chjrche than in eny other place. And" the eame is the fyrst 
reason how a yonge woman must kepe herself fro Buclie 
4 folyashe IouBj ancP not he in no wyse araerous. Tho other uuijnKman 
rayaon is by cause of many gentylle men, whicho hen bo and miiiesd 
ials ancf deeoyuahle, that they requyre euery gentylle woman faiMpnjmiau, 
that they may fynile; And" to them they swere that they 
8 shalle kepe to them their feythe, anif he trewe to them, and" 
shalle ioue them without falshed" or deceyuaucee, and" that 
rather they Bhold" deye than to thynkc ony vylonye or dys- 
honoure, And' that they shalle he the better preysed" for the 

la Ioue of them, And" that, yf they haue ony good" and" worship, 
it shalle -come hy them. And" tlms they shalle shewe and saye 
to them so many reasoDB and* abusions, that a grete meniaylle 
is to here hem Bpeke. And" yet more thoy gyuo oute of theyr 

i6 hrestea grete and" fayned' syghee, And" make as they were 

thynkynge and" Melancolyoua, 'And" after they cast a fala loke. '[Caitm 
And? thence the good" and" dehonayr wymmon that sene thera, 
Bupposen that they be esprysed" of trewe and' feythfull lone. 

ao But al suche maner of folkc whiche vaen to make sucho 
semblannt, ben but deceyuours or bogylers of the ladyea and" 
damoysels. For there is no lady ne damoysell that wold" here lowh™ i 
them, but that they shold" be decejued" of them by theyr fala i'""" "H' 

'4 reasons, whiche they sfiold not hei'e. Those bon contrary to the 
feythfulle and trewe loners. For ho that loueth with god" and" 
trewe Ioue, as be cometh before his peramours, he is ferynge 
and' dredefull lest he doo ony thyng' that may diapleaae her; 

a8 For he is not bo hardy to disconere ne say one onely word". And" 
yf he lone her wel, I wene that ho shalle be thre or four yere 

W er he dar saye his secrete vnto her. But thus do not the fala 

' loners; For they praye al them that they fynd", as aboue ia sayd, 

jj And are not in drede ne in fere to saye al that cometh vpon 
theyr ftila tongues ; And" no shame ne vergoyne they haue of 
hit; And" al that whiche they maye vnderstanJ of them, 
they reherce and telle it amonge theyr felawea. And* of them 

36 they hold thcyre talkynge, wherof they laugh and" aeome and" 



176 



WOMEN SHOULD NOT LISTEN TO LOVE WHBM ALOSB. 



lOiKm.i talce theyr disporte of hib. And" thus by Bucbe a waye they 
•ihrrwir^ mocke and" scorne the ladyea anj damoysels, nnd" make sewe 
of falkynges and" leayngea of them whiche before were neaer sayd" 
ne epoken of. Tor they to whom they tellen hit, put to it 4 
rather somme euyll than somme gooiT. In so moche that, fro 
word" to word', and" by Buche mockynge and' fryuollea, maoy 
ladyes and" damoyaela ben ofte blameif. 



I'ltM™ 



$ 



[CHAPTER CXXIV.] 
How B woman ought not to here the wordea or talkynge S 
of hym that reqnyreth her of loue. Capitulo C xsiiij. 
Nd" to thende ye be not deceyued", kepe yow wel fro the 
;». a talkynge of them. And" yf one begynne to resouae and" 
" talke with yow of euche mater, lete hyra alone, or els " 

calle to yow Bomme other body to here hym aay what he wil ; 
And'thna ye ehalie voyde and breke hia talkynge. And' knowo 
yow for certayne, that yf ye doo thus ones or twyes, *he ahallo 
nomore apeke to yow therof, but in good" feyth at the last he 16 
ahalle preyso and' drede yow, and' shalle Baye, 'this woman is 
BHsured" and feiToe.' And' by thia maner of waye ye shalle not 
be put in theyr laaglory and' talkyngea, and' shall not also haue 
no blame ne diffame of the world!" ao 

[CHAPTER CXXV.] 

How the knyght answereth to his wyf. Capitulo C xxv. 

Henne I anauerd; " Lady, ye be moche hard" & euyll, in 

t OB moche that ye wyll not aoffre that your doughters he 

ir, amerouae ; And' yf so came that eomme gentyl knyght, j^ 

worahipful, myghty, and" puyssaunt ynough after theyre degree, 

had" aette his herte on one of them, and' he wyllynge to loue 

lier, and" take her to his wjf, why ahalle she not loue hyml" 

"Syre," eayd hia wyf, " To this I shalle ansuere yow, It is so ae a\ 

to me semeth, that euery woman, mayde, or wydowe, may wel 

bete her aelf with her owne staf ; For al men ben not of one 

condycion, ne of one manere ; for that thynge whiche pleseth 
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to one IB dyspleaayng to the other. And" somme ben, the [Caooa.] 
whiche taken grete playayre of tlie grete chere ancF semhlauiit uk iheir 
that is done to them, Anif that thynien hut good" and* hnneste. bo SSt'" 

4 And' som also ben tberfore more curyoue to demaande and'anmsdoiiat 
aske thcyr peramoura to be theyre wyiies. But many other ben, 
whicbe are not of Bucbe manere, but all coiitrarye; For 
wbanne they see that theyr peramours payneu them self to 

8 make them cheie, they preyae them lesEe, And" within theyr 
hertes ben doubtyiig' of them, And) as they see them so lyght 
of wylle and" so eiiamowi'ed', they lene them, and" demaunde 
them not for to be theyr wyues. AnJ thus many one, for to 

3 shewe them self to moche amerous, and* for to be to moche 
open in beholdynge and" in gyuynge fayre serablaunt, lese 
theyre maryage. For, in oert«yne, tbey that kepe them symply, 
and" the whiche gyuen noo fayre token or semblaunt to one 

6 nomore than to other, ben most preysed; and they be tberfore 
the sooner wedded^ Wlieiupon ye told* me ones an ensample 
^¥hiehe I bane not forgeten, whic!i *happed to yow of a lady to ' [Ciuton, 
whome I gyue no name, the whiche ye wente ones to see her, 

o wyllynge to take her in maryage. She, that wyst and" knewe well Hh knjgiii 
how it wua spoken of jow & her for her maryage, maade to yow » iBdy whop 

i as grete chere as she hadde loued and knowen your peraonne niEty.but 
all the dayes of her lyf. Ye prayd" her of loue ; but by cause ^^l^^'"' 

4 that she wbiche was not wyse ynough to anauero yow eurtoysly 
and" wel, ye demaunded her not; And yf she had* hold" her 
self more secrete and" couered, and" more symply, ye had" take 
lier to your wyf. Of whome I banc syn herd" saye that she 

B hath be blamed; but I wotc not for certayne yf it waa so. 
And certaynly, Syre, ye be not the iyrst to whome suche 
aduenture is happed"; For many wyramen baue lost theyr 
maryage by cause of theyr ameroua loke and? fayr semblaunt. 

' Tberfore it is good to euery woman ynwedded fur to behaua 
her symply and? clenely, and" specially before them of whome 
is spoken for ber maryage, I saye not but that men must bere 
honoure to eueiy one after that they be." 
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[CHAPTER CXXVL] 
aght to loue after hia estate and' degree. 



Cap! tub 



C XKYJ. 



Hat eaye yow, lacly, woliT ye hauc kept tbem bi 
* that they BhoU not take somiiie pleaaunce more to 4 

Eomine than to the other 1 " " Syre, I wylle not that 
they haiie or take ooy plesaunce of them that ban of lower eetate 
ov degree than they be of; that is to wete, tliat no woman tc- 
weddeJ shiiUe not eette ber lone vpon no man of lower or 8 
liisse degree than she is of. For yf she tooke hytn, her parentis 
and' Frendea ahold hold" her lasHed amV hyndered; These : 
whiclie louen auche folke, done agejnste theyre worship and? 
honoure. For men ought to deayre ne coneyte nothynge ao 1; 
moche in thia world" as woi-ahip and" the frendatiip of the world", 
and of hir Freiides, the whiche is lost as aoone aa ahe draweth 
onte her self oute of the gouerneineut and fro the connceyll of 
tbem. Aa I mygbt telle, yf I woliT, an ensample of many whiche i( 
(herfore ben dyffaraeJ' and" hated" of tlieyr psjents & Frendea. 

* " And" therfore, Syre, aa I theyr moder charge and" deffende : 
them that they take no playaaitnoe, ne that in no wyae aette 
theyr loue to none of lower degree tliaii they he come of, Ne ii 
alBO to none of hyhe estate, whiclie they may not haue to 
their lord. For the grete lordea ahalle not take them to theyr _ 
wyuea; but alle theyr louynge loke ancT aemblaunt, they do it 
for to decejTie them, and" for to haue the delytea and a. 
playaaimoe of theyr bodyes, and for to brynge them into the 
folye of the world." 

[CHAPTER CXXVII.] 

How wedded" wymmen, whiche haue aette theyr loue to 

aome of lower degree than they be of, are not worthy to be aS 

calljd' wymmen. Capitulo C ixvij. 

t ^ Lbo, they whiche putte and" aette theyr lone on thre 

maner of folko, that is to wete, wedded" men, prestea, 

■' and monkea, and'aa to aemauntes and" folke of noiighte, 39 I 
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These mauer of wjinmen whiclie take to theyr peramours aiiiT |o«<on,i 
loue Euclie folke, I holcT them of none extyme ne valewe, but that umn hgrioii, 
tiey be more grttter harlottes than they that ben dayly at the povertj. 
bordell. For many wymmen of the worliT done that Byiine of 
]ecliery hut only for iiede anJ pouerte, or ela by cause they 
httue ben deceyued' of hit by false counceylle of hawdes. But 
idle gentylle women whiche haue ynough to lyue on, the 
whiche moke theyre peramours or louera euclie maner of folke 
as before is sayj; it is by the grete ease wherin tliey be, 
anJ by the brennynge leoherye of theyr bodyea. For they 
knowe wel that, after the lawe of theyr loaryage, they may 
not haue for theyr lordes, ne to be theyr husbondes, men of 
■the ctirche, ne other of no valewe. This loue is not for to 
recouere ony worstip, but alle dishonour and shame." 

[CHAPTER CXXVIII.] 

How hit is alinesse to enhaunce a man into grete valour. 
Capitulo C xxviij. 

I T the leste, syth ye wylle not graunte ne accorde that [Curian, 
youre doughters loue no man peramours as louge as 
they ehalle be vnwedded", please it yow to suffre that, 
whanne they shall be wedded; they may take somme plesaunce 
of loue, for to hold" and? behaue them self the more gaye ancT 
loyefuU, and' for the better knowe thejT behauynge and" maner 
emonge folke of worsTii]>. And] as before this tynie I haue 
sayJ to yow, It were to them grete welthe and worship to make 
■a man of none extyme ne of valewe to become of grete valour." 

[CHAPTER CXXIX.j 
The anawere of the lady of the Towre. Capitulo C xKis. 
j^ Ire, to thys I anauere yow, I wylle well, and" am content, Womm 

H that they make mod' chere to all worshipfuUe men, And'"'"™ '^ »" 

■^ '' "^ wonhtpful 

more to somrae than to the other, that is to wete, to them j™°."^?^' 
of gretter name and' more gentyl, or els better men of theyr ^'*'"" 
peraones, And? after that they here to them worship and 
3 honour, And that they synge and' daunce before them honour- 
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ably. But as for to loue perammirB sythe they shall be wedded, 
I withoute it he of suclie loue as men ought to bere viito folke of 
worstippe, for to loue and? worahippe them after that they l>e 
worthy and" of valour, Aud? whiche hauo had" grete payne and"^ 
trauaylle to gete and' acquere glorye aud' worahjp by theyr 
Talyaunce in aruies, These must bo loued", doubted) Berued", 
and honoured; withoute hauynge in them ony plesaunce, sauf 
only for the bouute of them. But to saye and" hold? hit good", 8 
that a wedded* woman ehold loue and' haue a peramoor, Ke 
take the othe and' feythe of none, to thende that they be 
theyr louers and peraiuoure, !Ne alao to gyue their feith and" 
othe to none, I trowe and' wene certaynly that no lady ne la 
damoyaell wedded", ne woman of otbor estate, shall not put her , 
estate and* worship in this balaunce, for many reasons ; the 
whiche I shalle declare vnto yow. Wherof the fyret is as before 
' 1 told? yow, that none wuiuiin araerjus slialle neuer be boo i6 
deuoute iu her prayers, ne to here the seruyee of God; as she 
* was before. For oute of loue spryugeu and" coraen to many 
thoughtes, and" Melancolye, as men sayn ; Aud' many one ben 
BO enamoured" and' eullammed' of loue that, yf they herd" ryng ao 
the last peel of a ujaaee, and" that they knewe that theyr 
peramoure wold" hauc come to see them, they shold" lese the . 
masse for to pleaee to theyr peramoure. This is no game egaly 
parted*. But suche is the temptacion of Venus, the goddesse of 14 
lechei-ye. The other Reason I doo compare to the mercer, 
whiehe weyeth bis sylke whiche is fyn and' lyght, but yet he 
maye put so moche of it into the balaunce that it shalle 
ouerbero the weyght whiche is at the other syde of the balaunce ; aS 
That is to saye, that the woman may be soo moche enamoured", 
' that laEse she sballe loue her lord^ therfore, and" that the loue, 
worship, and cheuauiice whiche he shold haue, she shalle take 
fio hym, and? gyue it to other. And" for certayne, a woman 31 
may not haue two hertea, no more than a greyhond' may 
renue after two bestea. Therfore, Impossyble is that she myght 
lone her peramour of trewe loua, and" her lord also, withoute 
feate or deceyuaniice. But Qod" aud Reson naturell con- 36 
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Btrayneth ' her. For, as the clerkea say, ami the predycatours. [o 
GocT beganne the world by raaryage of man and woman ; And'tin 
GotT hym self, whanne he came in to this world, be spake and' 
4 treated* at a eermoo that he made of maryage, eaycng that 
maryage is a sacrameiit loyncd" and" annexed' of GoJ to the man 
aniT the woman, & bow they be but one body, and' that they 
oughte to lone eche other nioi-e than fader ne modor, ne other 
8 creature. And' theifore, syth that GocT hath asaembled' them, 
no man mortal oujt not to eepare them, ne take fro them the 
loue whiche is bytwene them. This, Bayd' God" of his owno 
mouthe. AnJ therfore at the dore where as the preest maketh nn 

li them to Bwere that they shalle loue and" kepe eche oiher, bothe '" 
seke and" hole, AmT that they shalle not gwerpysshe or leue "" 
eche other for none other better or worse ; and* therfore I saye, 
syth the creatour of at the creatures sayd" bo, it is but one 

i6 thynge aniT one body, that men ought to gwerpysshe and* leue al 
other worldly loue, for to take the loue whiche oughte to be in 
maryage, how theiine shold' the wedded woman gyue her loue ha 
ne do ony oth to some other, withoute consent of her lord'? I ••" 
"ao irowe that, after *the wylle of GocT and' the commaunderaentea • 
ofholy chircLe, that this may not dewelybe done withoute feythe 
be broken of one syde or of [ojther, and' many horryble dedes 
done. For in good' feythe I doubte not hut that they whiche hen 

34 amerons, and gyuen theyr feythe to other men, louen but lytel or 
nought Iheyre hushondeH, and" that they be cursed" of God"." 

[CHAPTER CXXX,] 
B How a woman whiche w) lie kepe her honour must doo i;e shewe 
no manner of semblaunt to none. Capitulo C xkk. 

»8 Here ben yet other ReaEons for to kepe the loue of her " 

"t lord' clenely, withoute daunger or parylle, that ia to "" 
wete, ageynat enuyoua folke that haue euyile and cursed" J^' 
tongues, whiche maken the fals reportes ; that is to saye, that yf 
33 ony woman maketh somme semblaunt of loue to some man, And" 
; somme other her seruaunt, or ony other body, perceyueth 
I' it, Ab they shalle be departed" fro her, they enone shalle 
' Orig. oonstmyneth. 
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talke aniT apeke therof before the folke ; AnJ tlius shal the 
wordes boo ferre goo, that at the laste, men ehalle saye that 
she hath fawted" in deJe ; and by this maiier is n good' & trewe 
woman blamed and dishonoured And' yf hit befalle tiiat by 4 
sonime sduenture her lord' haue ony knowlechynge of hit, he 
shalle take her in hate, and' of hertcly loue ho shalle neuer 
loue her, And" euer he shalle saye euylle of her. And thua ie 
the frewe loue of mary^e lost and' go fro thenij and" nener 9 
parfyght loye ne loue shulle they haue togyder. And" therfore 
grete parylle is to euery wedded" woman to put her loi-d" and" his 
estate, & the welthe & loye of her maryage, in this balaumce 
& in anche perylloas auejiture. Wherfor I couiiceyll not to no n 
good woman to hane ony peraraour, ne to be ameroua, in eo 
moch that stie be suhget to other than to hor lord ; foi' by suche 
a cauae many good maryages haue ben left & forgoten, &, for 
one word" that is come therof, an C euyls hen comen therfor. i€ 
I shal telle yow therof one example of them whiche hen dede, 
& haue fjnysshed tlieyr lyues by the peryla whiche ben in 
folysahe lone. The lady of Coussy & her peramoure deida 
therof, & aho dyd" the caatelloyne of the Verger, And" after lo 
her the duchesfe, * And' also many other deyde therof, only for 
the loue, and" the moat parte withonte Confeaayon or shryfle, 
wherfore I wote not how they doo in the other worldl But I 
doubte not hut that the delyt^s and' playsaunces whiche they ^4 
tooke therof in this world" shalle be to them dercly sold". And" 
the delytea of them that hen ameroua ben suche, that for one 
loye that they receyue of hit, they euffre and" haue therfore 
an C dolours, And" for one worahip, honderd? ahaiues. And'iS 
euer I haue herd" saye, that a woman ameroua ahalle neuer 
after lone her lonT with good' herto, but that ahe shalle ener be 
in Melaucolye and in smalle thoughtea." 

[CHAPTER CXXXI.] 
How a knjght loaed'the lady of the Toure. Ca. C xxxj. 31 
^ Ady, ye make me to be memo} lied" how thatye so acre 
discounceylle tbem to loue. Wene ye to doo ma to 
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byleue that ye be bo trewe in yonr apekynge, that ye neuer [c 
were amerous 1 Certayuly I haue wel heriT the complaynte of 
Eonie, of wbojue ye lioUwel youv pees." " Syre," saytf tbe liidy, tl 

4 "I trowe that ye wold not byleue me yf I loliT to you the very 
trotithe therof; but as for to saye I haue ben prayd of loue, 
I haue many tyraea perceyueJ how somine men were aboute to 
speke to me therof, hut euer I brake theyr wordee, & called 

8 to me somme other, wherby I dyJ breke theyr feytte. Wherof 
ones hit befelle, aa many knyghlea and' ladyes were playenge 
with ma, that a knygtt aayd to me how that be loue[<I] all the ini 
ladyes that ben iu this worldl And" I dyd" demaunde and" asked <•< 

' bjm jf bit was long syn that sekenes & euyjle had taken him. 
& be auEuerd that it waa wel ij yere gone and past, auJ 
that iieuei' he durat telle it to me. I theune anauerd to hym 
that it was nothyDge of that apace of tyiiie, & that he hasted? 

5 hym to moche, and that it was but a tEmptacion, & that he 
ehold goo to the chlrcbe for to cast vpon hym holy water, and 
that he sliold saj'e hia Aue maria, & that his temptaciou abold' 
sone after go fro bym. For the lone was newe. And' he 

!o demaunded of me why. And* thenne I sayiT to hym that bu 
none peiamoure or louer ought not to saye to hia lady that he «i 
louetb her, * tjll the tyme of seuen yere and" an half be • 
passyct & gone, and that it waa but a lytell temptacion. 

'4 Thenne be wende to haue argned; and; put many reasons vnto 
me, whanne I Eayd" al on hyglie : ' Behold" ye all what aayth 
this knyglit, whiche ia but two yere ayn he loued' fyrst one 
lady 1 ' And" thenne he prayd' that I sloltT kepe my pees therof, 

i8 and that in good" feythe he ahold' neuer apeke to me therof. 
But at the laat he sayd to me, ' Lady of the Towre, ye be moche an 
euylle aniT strannge; anif alao after your wordea ouer prowd'ev; 

' iu loue, I doubte that ye haue oot be euer so straunge. Ye be 

l^ lyko the lady of the fucille, whiche said to me thus, that she 
wold' neuer here ne vndersta/td the noote and' wordes of none, 
aauf one fyme that a knyghte prayd? her, but she had an vncle 
whiche she made to hyde hym self behynd her, for to here and* 

fi vnderatande what that the knyght sfiold" aeye ; wbeiin ahe dyd' 
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grete treason. For he wende wel secretely to saye his rayBon, 
aniT weniT not that ooy one haiT herd' hym, bnt her self 
alone. Wherfore I dare almost aay that bothe yow and" Bho be 
but gret« Bpekers, and' Ijtell pyteoua of them that requyre 4 
mercy and? grace; And" she is of your oppynyon, that no 
ladyes or damoysela may not diaporte them with none other 
than with theyr lord, for the resona which ye haue sayd before.' 
But, Bjre, eayd thenne the Lady of the Tour to her lorj, 8 
as for your doughtera, ye may aaye to them and charge them 
of that what shalle hefalle yow, but after the faytte or dede 

of ryght shall he done. Syre, I pray to God that to worahip and" 
honour they may come, aa I desyre. For myn entencion and*" 

" wyll is not to oi-deyne ypon none ladyes ae damoysela, tut yf 
hit he vpon myn owue doughtera, of whome I haue the 
chaBtyaement and" charge. For euery good lady or damoyselle, 
yf God be plensedj ahalle gouerne and' kepe hem self well to iS 
theyr worship aud? honour, withoute I, that am of lytell wytte 
and lytell knowynge, entreraete me therof." 

[CHAPTER CXXXII.] 
Yet Bpeketh the knyght of the Toure. Capitulo C xsxij. 

m ij 10 
T the leet, my lady, I wylle yet argae to yow, Bayeug' 
" a that, yf ahe may serae to come vnto worahip and" valour, 
the whiche had neuer, ne also ahold? haue courage ne 
hardynea to put hem self in payn to haue hit, hut it were for 14 
the loue and* playsyr of hia lady, and by good" trust to be a good" 
knyght, and" E.enommed' amonge the valyuunt and" hardy, for to 
gcte worship and the grace of his pcramour. And' for a lytell 
chere, a man comynge of lowe degree may be enhaunced' hy hie 18 
., loue, and be oompted amonge the worthy andvalyaunL" 
[CHAPTER CXXXIII.] 
How one must he wyly and* subtylt for to diBcouere his loue. 
Capitulo C xmciij 

of Ire, hit eemeth me that there be many maners of loue, And*, 31 

Bi ^ aa men saye, the one ia better than the other. For yf hit 
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be BO that a knyght or sqnyer loueth Bomme lady or ^amoyBelle [fiui™.) 
by woretiyp and? honours only, And" for to kepe her worship lar wonhip 
and the curtoaje of her, and' for the good that she ahalle do to onij. 

4 hym, Biiche loue ia goof, whiche is wythout prayer or request." 
" What, lady, yf he requyreth her to kysBe or embrace hym, it 

is no force, the wyndes hlowen it awey t " " Ha, a ! Syre, 1 The udy 
answere vnto yow, that os wel to my doughtera as to other that 

5 me aemeth; And" therto I conaente, that they maye make to 
them good'chere, and? that they kyase them before all, to thende 
that they lose not theyr valour. But, as for my doughtera 
vhiche ben here preaent, I defende and* withsaye to them the 

II kyssyng, and'alle suche maners of diaportea. For the wyse lady thaitiiitfng 
Bebeeca, whiche was i^ght gentylle and" noble, saytb, thecouiimofo 
kyaaynge is nyghe pareute and Coayn vnto the fowie fsytto 
or dede. And" Sybylle" sayih, that the fjrat signe or token of 

i6 loue ia the loke or beholdyng ; and" after the nmoroaa loke they 
come to the kysayrge, and' tbecne the dede or faytte ; The 
whiche dede taketh awey the lone & worship of God & of the 
world ; & thna they come from one dede to another. & I lete 

ao you know that me aeraeth that, aasone aa they auffre them to be 

kyssed, they • put them self in the auhiection of the deuyllj - icaxien, 
whiche is to auhtyll. For auche ooe weceth wel at the 
begynnyng to kepe hym fermely and' he stronge, the whiche 

94 be deceyaeth by bia subtyll arte and^ crafte, and? by suche 
kyaeynges. And' thus, as one kyasynge draweth to hym another, 
And as the fyre kyndeletb a strawe, and* fro that strawe itjtsanaetn 
Cometh and' kyndeletb another, & thus atte last the bedde hoiiwonflr 

a3 is a fyre, & the howa also ; in lyke wyse ia it of suche loue. kiudiaih cv: 
And' yet I charge yow, my fayre doughtera, that ye he no 
players. For suche playeng causeth oft3Tue many a folyaahe 
loke and" beholdynge, by the whiche may peranentur come 

jj blame and" euylle renommc, I herd" ones reherce and? saye a Thf niieiiei 
tale of the Duchease of Bauyere, how that she had' we! twenty 
Bubgettea, as men aayd^, the whiche loued her, and to eche of 
them she gaf signe and token of lone. She playd with them at 

3S the tables, and wan of them coursers, and' hakneya, and* dere 
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aniT rjche furryiiges, aiKr also ryugcs and? precious Blones, and" 
many other lewela ; ancFgrete prouffyte she had by them. But, 

1 for certayne, ehe coude iieuer kepe her self bo wel, but that at 
the last she was blamed' and* dyffiiined'. And" better it had" be 4 
for her woreliyp, that she had bought^ and payed" alle that aha 
bad" of them half derer more than it was worthe. Thei-fore 
grete perylle ia to euery lady or damoysell, and? to all other gooJ 
and? worahipfull wymmen, to vae suohe playeiige and' be of snche B 
lyf. For the most appertyse and" wyse fynd" them self at the 
last, by snche delynge mocked and" blamed", andTowle dyframed". 
And therfore, my fayre doughtere, take ye here good ensam pie, 
and" be ye not to curyous to ony playe for to wynne sucbe la 
ouches or fermaylles; For, by the couctousnea to gete and haue 
Buche lewela for nought, many a woman put her self in auhiec- 
tion ; and oftyme it hefalleth therfor tliat they be deoeyned. 
And tiius is it good to aduyse and" beware hym self before the 16 ' 
comynge of the stroke." 

[CHAPTER OXXXIV.] 
How the holy lady approuued" the heremyte. Ca. C x}ae[i]y. 

miij 
Ayr dougStera, I wylle telle yow one of the last ensampleB 10 
of this book. It is of a full good lady whiche ia moche 
to be preyaed. And thia ensample is reherced in the 
booke of Vilas Patnim, how the wyf of the prouoat of Acquylee 
approued an holy Heremyte by his bonnte. ^^ 

TJier was tbenue an holy Heremyte in an heremytage, the 
whicbe had ben there by the space of xsv yere, where aa he 
ete but breed" and" herbes and" Rotes, And" ofte he fasted", and" 
waa of good? and" holy lynynge. Thia good" and" holy Heremyte iS 
beganne ones vpon a tyme to aaye, "A, good lord", my creatour 
and my maker I yf ageynst the I haue ony thyng mysprysed", I 
demaufide and" erye to the, mercy; and" yf I haue thia xsv 
yere done ony good) dwellyng stylle in thia Heremytage, what 31 
meryte ahalle I haue therfore t" A vysyon came sone to hym, 

I by the whiche hym thought that he aawe oure Lord", whiche 
sayd" to hym, " Thow f halt haue the mei'yte of the prouost of 
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Aoqujlee and" of his wyf." And" thenne, whanne he heJ eeene this (Otxiim ] 
vyflyon, he sayd' that he ahold" neuer reete tylle he come into 
Aoquyllee for to enquere of the lyf and" ooDdyciona of the 

4 prouoat and of hia wyf. He wente thytJer, And, as God wold, 
thargh the grace of the holy ghooat, the prouoat and hia wyf 
knewe wel the comynge of thia Heremyte, and" the cauae also 
why he came thyder. It befelle thenne, aa the Heremyte was 
8 uyghe by the Towne, he aawe the prouoat, whiche jBaued" 
oute of hit with a grete companye of men, and" wente to make 
luatyae of a Squyer, whiche had slayne another Squyer; Anct 
was the prouoat rydynge vpon a fayr oouiaer. And had on hym; 

19 a fayre gowne of aylke rychely furred, And all hia men that 
were ahoute hym wel clothed" & arayedl And" as sooe as the 
prouoBte Eft we the Heremyte, he kuewe hym, aa the wylle of -here the 
God was, and" caliyd" hym, anJ aayJ, ''Good and trewe man, hSmwiiij 

i6 goo ye home to my wyf, and? take her this rynge. And" telle 
her that she doo to yow as she wold doo to me." The Heremyte 
demaunded'of tym what he waa. And he anawerdto hym that 
he was the prouoat of Acquyllee. The Heremyte thenne, that 

JO aawe hym in suche estate and aoo Rychely clothed, was 

abasshed, and ryght sore merueylled, that he * waa so ■ [Caxiaa, 
cojntely arayed, and that he wente for to make a mart to be 
hanged. He wyst not what he shold thynke or saye, and was 

»4 al troubled and" abasshed, And hym thought that be had' 
nothynge desenied of God, But neuertheles be wente to the 
prouoitea place, and founds there the lady hia wyf, to wbome 
he toke tlie rynge, and said vnto her that lier lord sent hym 

»S thyder. And that she shold doo to liym as she wold doo to 

hym aelf. The good lady receyued hym, and' made the table to whoiweirod 
be couerd, & prayd hym to sytte before her. She made hym to honour, 
be seraed of grete plente of good and delycate metes, and? of 

32 good wynes. And the Hei-emyte, whiche was not wont to haue 
before hym suehe metea, Neucrtbolea he ete and dranke there. 
And aawe how the good lady toke the good metes that were put 
before her, and how ahe brake and dreased the good capona 

%6 and other metea, And thenne ahe dyd" put it al togyder in a 
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gretu dysshe, and eente it to tlie poure folke, And tote i 
for her refection brede nnd" water; AntTthuB shedyd eueryday, 
bothe at Bouper and at dyner. And as the euen came, she liad 
the Heremyte into her chaiiilire, wliiche was rychely hanged 4 
with cloth of syllie, and nobly dresHed and arajed, and sayd to 
byra, " Good' and trewe man, ye aholl lye in the bedde of my lord 
and in his chambre.'' The Heremyte wold haue refiused it ; but 
the lady Eayd that ehe wold do the comaundement of her lord, 8 
And that for cerfajTie he sbold lye there. There she made to 
be brought to hym good apyces, and Btronge and good wynes, 
wherto the good Heremyte toolte soo good a snuoure that he 
ete and" dranke soo moche, that he was dronke, and" ful loyoua is.J 
in his Bpekynge ; For the good' wyn had BOone ouercomen hym, 
by cause he was not wonte to drynke of hit. He wenta to 
bedde, and the lady vndyd her clotbes, and leyde her self by 
hym, and" beganne to embrace and' taste hym. And' the i< 
Heremyte, that moche badde taken of metes and drynkes, 
a awaked, and his flesshe beganne sore to be meuydT, And wold 
I haue accomplysshed the faytte or dede of fornycaeion with the 

lady. Themie sayd she to hym, " Swete Frende, whanne my ao 1 
' lord wyl haue to doo with me of siiche thyng, he goeth fyrste 
J,^ to bathe, and wassheth hym selfe in that Tubbe, whiche ye see 
yonder full of water, for to be the more ' clene and fayre." And' 
theremyte, whiche thoughte to nolhyug' than to fulfylle and'H 1 
accomplysshe his wyll, sterte Id the tubbe full of water, and" 
bathed and'wasshed' hym in the water, whiche was cold as ony 
yse; and anone he was as half dede of eold. Thenne the lady 
called hym to her ; And he came alle shakynge, For his hete aB | 
was gone, and? also bis enylle wylle. And the lady embraced 
hym ageyne so moche that he gate hete, and was so chauffed 
that he wold haue done his folysshe delyte. And as she sawe 
hym soo chauffed and so brennyng in that fowle delyte of3» I 
lecherye, stie pi-ayd hym that he wold, for the !oue of her, goo 
and wasshe hym ageyne in the tubbe, for to be the clener; And 
he, that yet had not slepte and was full of myghty and strongo 
I, wynes, as & man oute of his wytte, rose vp oute of the bedde, iiM 
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aud" wente aniT bathetT hym agejn into the tubbe; and" anone [fti^onl 
tbe cold' water made hym feble & bariT for coliT. Thenne tbe 
lady called' bym to her ageyne ; And' ahakynge he came to her, 

4 aa he dyd? before ; his teeth shoke and" bete eche other for 
cold". And" alle his grete bete was paaseJ and' gone. Tbe lady 
roose vp, and' couered hyra wtll with warnie clothes, and? lefte 
hym alone, to tbende he ehold take his reste. And soone 

8 after, aa he waa a lytyll wanne, he fylle into a alepe, for bia mid then tai 
bede waa ryght pesaunt and? beuy, And be awoke not tylle the 
morowe was come. To bia rysynge cam an old preest or 
chappelkyne, whiche demaunded' hym how he dede. AniC 

.1 whanne he perceyued' that he laye in bo fayr a bedde, and that 
he waa so taken and aurpryaedl he was full of shame, and in the morn 
moche merueylled how in that dronkeship and folysahe wylle be uiianiai, ai 
was fi»lle. He thenne sawe wel, that they were of gretter '^ ?"?""*?!_ 

6 nieryte than he was, Aud" demaunded' of the Chappellayne, of 
tbe lyf and' gouemaunce of the Prouost and' of hia wyf; And be 
told bym that tbe most parte of tbe dayea of tbe yere they 
wered? the bayre, And that tbe good metes whiche were 

\o brought at the table befoi'e them they aente to poure folke, 
and?ete black brede and metes of lytyll sauoure, auddranke bnt 
water ; And how they fasted? tbe moat parte of the weke. He 
after demaunded' of hym why that tubbe full of cold water waa 

14 Bette by theyr bedde; And he anawerd that it waa put there for 
to kepe tbem fro the brennynge wylle of * lechci-ye, for as " loaiioa, 
Boone aa she or be ia chauffed, and their fleBabe mouyng to that 
fowle delyte, they ryse out of tbe bed, & waBabe and bathe 

iS tbem self in tbia tubbe, whiche is ful of water, excepte one 
daye of tbe weke. Thenne as theremyte bad' this esamyned tbe 
old Chappellayne ■vpoo tbe faytte of tbe prouost and" of the 
lady his wyf, and that he was well certiiyne bow they ledde 

II theyr lyf, he thought that the prouoat, how bo it that be 
were nobly and Eychely arayed? withoute, and to the sight of 
the folke, whiche seci'etely, ynknowynge to no man, bare and 
had on bis fleaabe the hayre, and' made good lustyce and tbe 

iG execuoioa of the myadoera to be done and esecnted bifore hym, 
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was worthy to liaue, aniT alto hia wyf, seuen tymea more 
ig meryte. For he remembiyd' hym of the fowle dede whicho 
n he wold haue commyBeiT or done with the good' lady. And" 
how Blie essayed", wherof he waa moche verguyiiouB Biid'4 
ehameful], and within liis herte he cursed' hym self that euer 
he departed" out© of his heremjtage, and' that in trouthe he 
was not worthy to pulle of theyr e^oiie aud" hoaen fro theyr 
leggeB, wherfore fro thene he departed shameful and'wepynge, 8 
Bayenge with a hygbe voya, "Fayre God* and" gooff lord; I 
tnowe no gretter treeour more uohle ne more precious than 
IB the gooff lady whiche hath eBsajed" me, Bene my foly, and" 
approuued" my fallaoe anff decepcion ; Anff veryly Bhe is wel i* ] 
worthy to be calleff and named" the precious Margaryte, as ye 
aayff in the Euangelj," Thus spake the holy Heremyt* in hym 
PaadTRHDitd self allone, and repented" hym of his mysdede, anff humbly 

cryed to God mercy, prayaynge tiie gooff lady of her good" lyf. i6 
Therfore a woman is to l)e prcyseff whaiine she essayeth her 
self, anff that she can resisie ageynst the temptactona of the 
deuyl, anff ageynst the feblenes of her mortal fleashe, the 
folyashe wylle of her fowle delyte. Anff thenne, aa that fowle *<». | 
and" dampnable delyte is by them accomplyasheff and" done, 
they lepente them of it j but it is to late, For the deuyl, as he 
hath purchaced and brought them therto, he holdeth them in 
his Buhieetion, and for hia seruauntes, anff aeaembleff uid''4 | 
bynde them togyder, in Buche wyse that with grete payne 
they may he Tubound". 
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[CHAPTER CXXXV.] 

How the deuylle tempteth many one of the ajTine where as he 
fyndeth them moat wylJynge anff redy to. ji 

Capitulo C nxsv. 

r N Ensample I ehalle reheroe vnto yow of a grete lady, 

a whiche was lady to a Bsiron. Thie lady was longe tyme 

in the state of wedowhede, anff haff but a doughter, 3> I 
whiche v/m wedded" to a grete lord! She thenne became aeke, 
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aniT laye in her dedely bedde, and' made the cheate, where aa her [Otiion.i 
treaoure was in, to be eealecT, ancf the keye to be brought vnto dMihbsdi 
her, wbicbe she put in a lyuen clothe viider her bak. The dethe the kej- ot 

4 ranue fast vpon her; and" abe, wbicbe bad" euer tboujt to her 
treaoiir, lyfte vp her hand", makynge eigne or token that 
none ahoU approcbe ne come to her back. And" thua abe dycT 
Btyll, tylle that she dejde, and" reodryd' her BOwle oute of her 
8 body. Thenae came the doughter, wbicbe was a grete lady, 
and? demauDded' of them that were at ber detb yf ahe had" 
ony freaour. They anBuercT, that they knewe of none, bat 
thought that she bad" some, and" that yf ahe hacT ony, it was 

IS byd' Bomwher aboute her bedde. They told' to her the maner of 
her moder, and' how ahe wold" not BufPre that ony body ahold' 
come by her, and also how ahe maade a cheate to be sealed', 
and" the keye of hit brought to her, wbicbe keye she kepte 

i6 euer vnder ber back. The corps was meued" and' toumed) ancT 

the keye found". And" thenne her doughter wente into a Towre in wiiich ti 
where as the Cbyate woa, and? opened" hit : wherin ahe fondl as timni Ena 

. , weal"', 

wel in coyne as in plate, more than thyrtty thousand' poatid'; 

3o but the gold' waa found? in cloutis and' baljya of threde and' of 
wullo, and" in other tbjngea ; wherof aiie they that knewe and" 
Bawe the maner of it, were merueylled; and abasahed. The 
doughter thecne made a Crosse, and' sayd", that in goocT 

j^ feythe ahe held' hsr not bo ryche by the kk? parte as abe was, 
wberfore she merueylled moche, and' was sore abaasbedl And" 
yet she saycT how of lat« ahe and' her lord alao cam to her, 
and" prayd'her to beipe and" lene to thera some of her good' tyll 

28 a certayne tyme that they Bbold" rendre it aniT paye it her 

ageyne, And? that ahe awai'e & made gi'ete othes to tbem that thougiiiin 
abe had' no money, ne no syluor, but auche plate aa they sawe iei;ded is 
abrode, that waa a conp and' a * pyece only ; And' therfore waa ■ icoxton 

32 she moche merueylled' to fynd there so grete a tresour. Thenne 
eayd" the folke wbicbe were with ber, "Madame, be not ye 
merueylled, for we ben tberof mare merueylled? than yew ; 
For yf she wold' send' ou a meaaage, or ela aa she had* som 

j6 other thyng to do, ebe borowed" some money of cure ser- 
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oaton.] uauiites, & sajJ" tbiit she haJ no money, by her fejthe." The 
Tiiedaugbier doughter tooke alle this good' with hor, ttuJ' went her waye I 
band litfi all towftrtr her lorcT, to whome she was weJcome ; AncT of all thia 
andsidno tresour wsB iieupr gyuen a halfpeuy for the Eowle of tbeyr 4 
uieinnoiher, tnoder, but Boone tbey forgate her. For it is not yet longe 
(gmiiforber. tyine gone that I waa where as she was buryed} and? demaunded' 
and" asked'' of the Menkes of the Abbeye where she lay, and' 
why she had" no tombe on her, or some token of her. And 8 
they auBuerd to me that, eyn she was entered there, no masse, 
ue no aeruyse at all, ne none other good ther had' be done for 
her, By this ensample may ye knowe how the denylle is auhtyll 
to tempte the folke of the synne where he seeth thera most i» 
entatched'; 8c soo fast he holdeth them in it, that they maye 
not leae it, withoute to be tberof Confessyd?; and' maketb 
them his sentanntes, as he dyd tbe forsayd lady. For he dyd" 
soo moche that she was subgette and seruauut to her gold, in 1$ 
suche wyse that she durst not take of hit to doo her ouy goo£ 
And therfore, my fayre doughters, here is a good enaample that, 
yf it befelle that God of his grace sende yow ony grete good) 
that ye departe largely of hit to the potire folke, in the worship 19 
of God and for the loue of hym, And specially to youre poure 
pareutes and" neyghhoars ; and lene it not to be departed by the 
handes of youre heyres ; as dyde this lady, for wbome, after 
her detbe, was neuer maeae ne none other good done for her, as H 
ye haue herd'tofore. 

[CHAPTER CXSXVL] 
Thexample of a good wydowe. Capitulo C x):xvj 

Nother Ensample 1 wylle telle yow contrary to this. It 
is of a good lady, whiche longe tyme was in wydowhede. 18 i 
She was of a holy lyf, and moche ])umble & * honourable, as 
she whiche enery yere kepte and' held a Feste vpon Cryfltemasse 
day of her iieyghboura bothe ferra and nere, tyll her halle was 
ful of them. She seined and honoured^, eche one after hiss 
degree; And specially she hare grete reuerence to the good' 
and trewe wymmen, and' to them whiche had* deseruyd* to be 
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worahippeJ. Also she was of suche customme, that yf she icaxim. 
knewe ony poure gentyll woman that Ehold" be weddeJ, She poor p«^i> 
arayed" her with her lewela. Also she wente to the 'ohsequye of and (nne™it, 

4 the poui'e gentyll wymmen, anJgaf there torches, anJ all anche 
other lumynary as it neded therto. Her dayly ordenaunce was, 
that she rose erly ynougli, aaJ had" euer Frerea, and two or 
thre chappellayns, whiche sajiT matyna before her within her 

8 oratorye ; And" after she lierJ a hjhe maase anf two lowe. 
And" sayd'her semyse fnll deuontely ; And" after this she wente 
and" arayed" her self, anJ walked" iu her gardyn or els ahoute 
her place, sayenge her other deuocions & prayers. And as tyme 

I a was, she wente to dyner ; And" after dyner, yf she wyste and" 
knewe ony seka folke or wymmen in theyr childbedde, she wente ""■ •'■iiwi 
to see and vysy ted" them, and" made to be brou3t to them of her 
Lest ntete. And" there as she ray^t not go her self, she had a 

t6 seruaunt propyce therfore, whiche rode vpon a lytell hors, and" 
bare with hym grete plente of good mete and drynke for to 
gyue to the poure and" seke folke there as they were. And" after 
she had" herd? euensonge, she weutfi to her souper, yf she fasted" 

to not. And" tymely she wente to bedde ; And made her atyward 
to come to her to wete what mete sholde be had the next daye, 
and" lyned by good" ordenaunce, and wold" be punieyed" byfore 
of alle Buuhe thynge that was nedefull for her honshold". She otwrying 

14 made grete abstynence, and wered" the hay re vpon the Wednea- ^"""i'" 
day and vpon the Fryday, And hou I knowe this, I shalle telle 
it to yow. This good lady dyed in a Manoyr whiche she held in 
dowa[r]ye, the whiche was apperteynynge to my lord my fader, 

iB And' I and ray susters, whiche were but yonge of age, cam to 
duelle there ; And" the beddo wheron this good' lady deyd? was 
broken in pyeoesi & vnder the strawe wns founde a hayr, 
whiche a damoyaeli toke, And sajd" to va that it was the hayr of wbm oie 

;a her lady, And that she wered it two or thre dayea in the found tnu 
weke; And also told?* and" reherced'to vs her good condycions •[Rud^, 
and her good" lyf, And" how she Eoae euery nyght thre tyraea, ^ Jnj,i^irt 
and kneled doune to the ground" by her bedde, and" rendryd"'"**"™^ 

6 thankynges to God", and" prayd for al Cryaten sowlee, And" 

13 
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how she dytl gi-ete nlmea to the poures. This goocT lady, tliat 
wel is worthy to be nrnned? and" preyEed; haiT to imrae My lady 
Cecyle of Balleaylle. And" yet I haue herd" saye that Ler broder 
inyghte Bpeude yerely xviij M pound'; but, aotwithatoadynge 
that, she was tho raoet Imnible and' the moat good" and" curtoya 
lady that euer I knewe or wyato iii oDy countrey, and" that 
las30 was enujoua, and" neuer sho wold" here say ony euyll of 
no body, but cxciiaed? them, & prayd" to God" that they myjt 
amende them, acd" that none was that knewe what to hym 
shold happe. And thus she bhimed them that spake euylle of 
other folk, Aud" maade them abasaheJ of that she repreued? them 
BO as s!iB dyd". And" thus oughte to doo euery good' woman, 
and' euery good nian, at thexample of this good" lady. And" 
knowe ye that hit ia a noble vertu not to be ennyoua, Anf 
not to ba loyefal of the dommage or scathe of other. And", 
for certayn, this good" lady sayd that they which auaimoed" 
them, of the euylle and' nmmage of other, and" that mocked 
theyr neyghbours and" other. And' that God shold punysaha 
them or aotne of theyr nyghe frendea and parentes, wherof 
came to them grete Ehame. And'that haue I aene ofte befalle, 3 
as the good lady sayd'; For none oughte not to luge ue 
reproche the dammage or euylle of other. Many auche fayra 
I, and prouffytahle talkyng of thia good" lady ia in my memorye, 
Notwithstondyng the yong age whiche I was of whanne aho a 
deyde; For I was not ahoue ten yere old". She had" a ryghte 
noble ende, aud, aa I wene, ryght agreable to God"; And", as 
men say oorammiely, of honest and" good lyf cometh euer a 
good' ende. a 

[CHAPTER CXXXVIL] 
The thre enaeygaementes or lernyagCB whiche Cathon gaf to tia 
8one. Capitulo C xsxvij 

NotJier euaample I will tell yow, of the wyse Cathon, by 
whos wyaedome was all the Cyte of Bome gouerued. He jtj 
made & wrote many fayr auctorytecs, the whiche yet aa 
now make grete memore of hym. This Cathon hud a sone, 
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andoahe was in the bedde of his dcth, he callyd'his sone to hym, [Cuion.; 
the whiche haiT to name Cathonet, and sayd' to hym, "Fayre Smtil'ne 
Bone, I haue longe lyued" in this world", whiehc is moche hard" to u^ son," 

^ knowe, and" raoclie merueyllous, and" alwey shall wojte wore, as 
I trowe ; wheifure I wold" and' deeyre moche that your gouemo- 
ment and" maner of lyuynge ehold bo good, to the worship of 
yow and' of all your frendea. I haue take therfore to yow by 

8 wrytynge many enseygnementcs, the whiche ehalle prouffyt« 
to you herafter, yf ye therto wylle eettB your herte, and" haue 
them in youre memorye. Neuertheles, I haue bethought inwiiomiH 
my Bclf to telle and' gyue yow other thre er I deye ; wherfore 

.3 I praye yow that euer ye wyll haue them in your memorye. 

[CHAPTER CXXXVIII.] 

The Fyrste enseygnement. Capitulo C xxxviij. 

He fyrst enseygnement of the thre is this, that yo fake fiisi; to 
none offyce of your eouerayne lord', yf bo be that ye haue offiw of 
l6 good" ynough & good" Bufiysaimte after as your estate ji^Jenm 

oughte to haue, and" nomore ye ought to aske of God"; And""""' 
therfore ye ought not put your self in subiection to lose your 
good? by somme eujll word' or by sommo euyll report*. For 
certaynly, my fayr sone, there be lordes of dyuerse condycions 
and" manera. Somme ben hasty, and" that lyghtely bileue ; And* 
Bomme liaue other manera of condyciou ; And" therfore men 
oughte to haue suffyBaunce, and be doubtynge to put hym self, 
34 hia estate, and worehip, in parylle and' in the daunger of folke 
whiche ben lyght of Wjlle. The second? enseygnement is, that jMond: 
ye respyte no man that hath deseruyd'to deye, Sc specially yf heJ"*"/" 
be custommed to doo enylle; For, yf ye boo dyde, ye sbold" be ifcatiii 
participant in al tie euyJle that he afterward' *Bhold doo, as m^'yu, j 
ryght were. 

[CHAPTER CXXXIX.] 
The thyrd enseygnement. Capitulo [C] sxxix. 

" ['"pHe tbyrd Enseygnement is, tliat ye preue and essaye your ibW: 1 
J wyf. to wcte and" knowe yf she shalle kepe eecretely your wire wo 
13—2 "^^i. 
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councejlle, wfiiche pevauenlure myght be cause of your dethe. 
For there ben Bomme wtiche ben moche wyae, aniT that can 
wel kepe sccretely what that Bomeuer men sayen to tbem, and" 
the whiche also gyue goocT connceylle and' aduysement. Atid'4 
Bomme hen, that can neuer kepe their tongue, but telle alle 
that is eayd' to them, as well ageynste them, as for them." 
AniT thus the wyse Catbon gaf this thre euaygnemeutes to his 
BODc, as he lay Heke at the poynt of hia dethe. This trewe S 
anJ wjse man Cathon deyde, and' hia sone abode on lyue, 
whiche waa bold' aage ancf wjae, In ao moche that theraperour 
of Rome toke fiym hia sone for to endoctryne and' teche hym. 
And' afterward" he maade some lordea to apeke to hym for to ij J 
withold hym to goueroe, and" sette in good" rewle, the grete 
fayttea and' materea of Rome, and" promyaed hym to haue 
therby grete auaylles and" proufiyteea; whei'for, and" by the 
couetysB of these proufFyteea, he consented" to take thoffyce, iS 
and" toke on hym the charge of it, andTorgate thenseygnement 
and techyoge of his fader. And after, whan be was stablyflsbed" 
and receyued in his offyce, he rode on a daye tbomgh the 
byghe strete with grete companye of folke whiche folowed ^o 
hym, He aawe a theef wbiche men conueyeJ to the galbowa 
for to be hanged', whiche waa moche yonge. Thenne aayd one 
to Cathon, whiche stoodby hym, "Syre,bycause of the nouellyte 
of your offyce, ye may wel respyte and kepe this man fro 14 
dethe." And he, without enquest by hym made of the caas why 
be was lugedto receyue dethe, made hym to be vnbound, and", 
by cause of the nouellyte of his offyce, he kepte the theef fro 
dethe. He was to hasty ; For at that tyme be thoujt not on aS 
the commaundement that hia fader had made vnto hym. 

[CHAPTER CXL.] 

*How Cathon, after he had done ageynat the two com- 

maundements, essayed the thyrd on hia wyf. Capitulo C xl. 

g S the nyght waa come, And' that Catbon had" slept his fyrst ja 
slep e, he had" many vyayons vpon this raatere, in so moche 
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that he rememhryj' how be haJ hroken and" done ageynsfc two ica^ioi^-] 
of the commaandemeiiteB of hia fader ; AncT, Eeyuge this, he moem^re 
thought that he wold' not breke ne do ageynst the thyrJ"; Jdvics,* ' 

4 wherfore he wente to his wyf, aniT eajd thus to her, " My good' «\ie he 
frende and' my wyf, I wold" telle yow a grete counceylle, whiche iwr, «• » 
toucheth my penwne, and' myghte be the cause of my dethe, 

yf I wyst that ye ehold' kepe it secretely." " Ha, a ! my lordi" 
8 Bayd' she, "on mj feythe, I hadde leuer be dede than to diacouere 
to ony body youre counceylle." " Ha, a ! my frend, thenne 
fihalle ye knowe hit," sajd'he; — "Trouth it is, that themperour 
toke to me his Bone, as je wel knowe, for to lerne and teche 
a hym ; but certaynly hit is not longe tyme gone, for somme 
wordes whiche he Bayd" to me, that I, as a droukcn man and' as 
he that was wrothe of other thynge, hastely toke the Child" and" ihai hf )m< 
alewe hym, and? more I dyd", for I tooke and" arrached oute emparoT'i 

5 of liii bely hia berte, the whiche I made to be confyte in augre 
and" other spycea, and" aente it to themperour hia fader, and', 
to his moder, And" they ete hit ; And" thus I auenged' me of 
hym, but I knowe wel now that it is an euyll and abhomynable 

o dede done, wherof I me repecte, but it is to late; Therfore, 
my good Frend' and my wyf, I praye yow as affectuelly as I 
can, that ye kepe this counceyll secrete withyn your herte, as 
I trust me to yow." But the morowe after, she beganne to 

t wepe and' maake grete sorowe ; And" a woman whiche was with 
her deraannded' of her, "Madame, what bane ye that ye make ThtwifcioM 

' ' ' ■' the «lor» (o 

Buche sorowe? Haue ye ony beuynesBs wythin your hertel" '"'■'rinidi 
"Veryly," sayd she thence, "ye, my Frend', and? that a grete, but 

B rather I ahold" deye, er it shold?be knowen." "Ha, a; madame! 
she wer wel oute of her wytt« that shold telle and dyscoaere 
BUche a counceylle, yf ye had" sayd" hit ; And" as for me, rather I 
flholdlete me drawe than I shold" telle it ageyn." "Ye," sayd" the 

a wyf of Cathonet, "maye I tmate in yowl" "Ye, by "feyth," •[om 
Baith the other woman. She tooke her feythe and" her othe. And" 
thenne to lier she told" and" discouered" her secrete, how her 
lord? had? alayne tbemperours sone, and" hia herte, counted" in 

S spycea, had' aente to themperour his fader and" to hii moder, & 
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how Ihey hafi ete of hit. Thia woman maade a Crosae, as sEe 
were Bore merueylled, and" BaycT that she ehold' kepe hit 
aecretely. But certnynly her taryenge there, aftei' that ate 
knewe hit, thought her longe, for to haue go and? telle it to 4 
other; For, as soone as she was doparteil fro Cathons howB, 
' she wente furtliwith where themperoura wyf was, and' came 
* and" kucled' before lier, and' say J; " Madamo to your gooiT grace 
I wyll apeke sccretely of a grcte couiieeyllo." And" thenne R 
theiitpcresae com maun ded her ladyes to go apaite, And' the 
sayd' woman begatme thus to speke: " Madame, the grete loue 
wliiche I here vnto yow, and" for the grete good" that ye haue 
done to me, And' as I truste that ye yet wyll doo, maketh me it 
to come hyder for to telle yow a grete counceylle, tl:e whiche I 
woU not telle but to youi-o persons ; For I myght not suffre ne 
see your dishonour, for nono ertliely good", iladame, it is ao 
that ye loue and'hau d C th t m th j ther, as it iS 



appyerith wel; For y h 5 
of Eome, And" ye sh w d hy 
hym the kepynge of y ur 
felBUBhip that he hath 1 1 

his hely, And wel dreaayd" and 
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t h h h th hold" such 
A d' h th i k h] herfc out of ao 
infyted'iu augre and spycesj anct , 
liath made yow to ete it.'' " What saye ye 1" sayd" themperoura 
wyf. '' Madame," aayd she, " I telle yow trewe for certayn ; For 
I knowe this by the mouthe of Cathonets wyf, whiche, aorowful n | 
and wepyngc, told it to me iu grete counceylle." And whanne 
themperesse herd' her so speke, she with a hyghe voya begaune 
to crye, and? made suche a sotowe that it was pyte to see. In 
BOO moche that the tydynges came to themperour, how the sB 
EmperepBe made so grete eorowe. Themperour was sore 
ahasshed. And' came there ns thcniperesse was, and' demaunded* 
of her why she maade euche sorowe; And' she, with hyghe 
pleynt, ansuerd? and? relierced' to him al tliat the damoyBell haJ 31 
told her of theyr sone. And whan themperour wyst that they 
had eten * the herte of theyr child, he bicame ryglit angra 
and" Borowfull, And' commaunded that Cathonet ehold' forthwith 
he take and hanged? in tlie myddes of Rome, there as the folke i^ | 
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tnygtt lote on hym aa vpon a fals murderer and tniytour. [Caitos.] 
His SergcanntB wente and" toke L jm anoiie. and" told' hym the B"' iha 
commaundement of tliemperoiir, and that it was for hia sone ]?•»"' 

t wliiche he had'slayne. Calhonet thenne sajd'to them, "It is no fj^^ff,"*^ 
nede that al that men sayn be troutbe ; ye shall put me in "■)'■ 
prjson, and shalle say that it is to late to make ony execu- 
cion of lustyce, And" that to-morowe I shall be hangeiT before 

S the peple." The sergeaunts louecT hyra moche, and' soo dyd" 
ftlle manere of folke ; they dyd? ne he badde them to doo. And" 
thenne went e and sayd' to the Emperoure and' themperesFe that 
hit were for the beste to make luftyse of hym on the morowe 

1 nexte comynge, and' that hit was to late, and" how more 
people shold' thenne be gadered* and? assembled' for to see hym. 
And the Emperour, whiche made grete eorowe for his sone, 
graunted hit. 

S And? notwithEtondynge this, in the meane whyle that Ca- Csthonoi 
thouet was conueyeJ' to pryson, he callyd" to hym a Squyer of «°' » »t"i™ 
his, And' aeyd" to hym, "Goo to suche a knyght that kepetb """'^I'J'^'o 
themperoura eone, anJ telle hym how the Emperour weueth '™' 

3 that I haue put hym to dethe, AncT that he faylle not to be 
here to-morowe with hym before the houre of pryme, or els I 
shalle be in grete perj'lle to receyue a shameful dethe." This 
Squyer departed) and' soo faste rode and' waloped", that that 

( nyght he came aboute one of the cloke after mydnyght there as 
Cathonet haddo take to kcpe the Fone of the Emperoure, aa to 
his trewe and" good" Frende, whiche was a trewe man, and'whn™ 
moche wyse. And" merueyilously they loued" eohe other. The 

i Hqnyr beganne to calls wyth an hyghe voys, And" dyd' soo 
moche, that he came tofore the hedde there aa the trewe and* 
noble Baron laye. And' told' hym how somme bad" done byleue 
to the Emperour that Cathonet hadde slayne his sone, And' 

1 how hit was ordeyned that he ehold" be on Ibat next morowe 
hanged: 

And" as the Baron herd' this, he was sore abasshed; & moche And iiw 
* merueylled' of this auenture; & forthwith he rose onte of Bis •[Gaztm, 

i bedde, and" made his men to be redy, and' came to the bedde 
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where the sone of themperour lay, anJ toU to hym the 
raerueyll. And" whanne the ctUcl vnderstood' it, he haJ grete 
Borowe in his herte, For ouermoclie he loued Cathonet his 
maystre. Here I leue to speke of the Baron, and' of thempe- 4 
rours sone, and' tourne ageyne to speke of Cathonet, whiche was 
in piyson. 

CHAPTER CSLI. 
How they woU hange Cathonet. Capitulo C xlj. 

Athonet was merueylloasly loued in Home of all maner of S 
follte, as he that was wyse, humhle, treive, and cartoya, 
and" whan the inorow was come, he sayd to one hia grete 
freodl that at all auenture he shold* make the hangmen of the 
towne to hyde them self secretely sorawher tyll it were about is 
the honre of tierce. And he dyd' as he had prayd hym to doo. 
Cathonet thenne, ahoute the hoiirc of pryme, was conueyed to 
the galhowa of alle the peple of Rome, whiclie made gi-ete 
' Borowe for hym; And yet gretter aorowe had" tliey made, but iS 
they wened' veryly that he haJ done the dede of wBiche be 
was accused, wherof they had grcte merueylie; And' aayd" 
emonge them " How may soche a wyae man baue be BO sore 
tempted of the deuylle, that be hath slayne themperours aone^ ; 
how may thia be 1 '' Of this fajtte was grete talkynge amonge 
them; Somme byJeued hit, And aomme aayd" it was not so. 
Neuertheles he was had to the galhowa, and was asked* after 
the hangman, but he coude not be found" there; wherof hit 14 
' befelle a grete merueylle, for he whiche Cathonet had' respyted" 
& Eaued fro dethe aa men led hym to be hanged' came forthe 
' & aayd, " Lordes, the dede is fowle, diafioneat, and vylaynous, 
^ and for the loue of themperour I offre my self to doo thoffyce, 18 
f yf there be none other that wjlle doo hit." Euery man loked" 
thenne on hym & Bayd, " Is not that he to whome Cathonet 
graunted his lyf whanne he was newe putte in thoffyce of 
gouemour 1 " " Certayuly," aayd the other, " hit ia he & none 3a 
other, withoute fawte." Wherfore, in token and aigne of a grete 
merueyll', they blessyd' * them with theyr handes, sayeng, 
' Cai(o>i, ineeaejll. 



" He is wel a foole that saueth anct respyteth ony theef fro the [atriun 
galtowB ! " Cftthon^et] theime loked on hyin, and aajcC, " Thou 
arte wel paBsjng redy. Eemcmbryet not thow the tyine passeJI 
4 but thus gone the merueylles of the world;" Aod as soone as Jurf iht 
he ha<r sayd these wordea, there was a grete nombre of men al tMn', 
on horaback, whiche made grete clamour, and" cryed", " Put cot 
to dethe the trewe inan Cathonet ! " 

CHAPTER CXLH. 

8 How themperouta sune ' came to saue his mayater Cathonet, 
and" of hia escape. Copitulo C xlij. 

Nd whan the people perceyued' and sawe the horses and ui« 
rennynge toward" them, and" sawe anone tlie soue of wn mm 

u themperour, whiche cryed, "Touche not, neyther ley hand 

on my mayaters body, for I am alyue ! " they were gretely 
menieylled'. The cliild' anone lyght of bia hors, andwente and' 
vnbonde bis mayater, & acre wepyng, kyssed hyra ful tendirly 

16 Si said, " Ha, a ! my swete frend & maister 1 who hath this pur- to tave 1 
chaced, & ao grete a lesyng foumle & coutryued vpon yoUj the Catiiono 
which my lord my fader hath bo lyghtely byleued 1 " And thenne 
he embraced & kyased hym ageyue ; & al the people, whicbe waa 

so gretely merueylled, aa they aawe the pyte & good nature of 
the child; thanked & mercyed God with al theyr hertes, of the 
delyueraurece of Cathonet. The child" made his mayater to be 
Eette on horsbak, & ledde hym tburgh the atretes of Borne bysndi«di 

34 the raynes of his brydell, till they came in to the palaia where peror. 
thempei'our hia fader was. And whanne themperour and" hia 
wyf knewe for certayne the comynge of theyr sone, they wente 
and' met hym with grete loye; and? aa they aawe hym ledynge 

aS hia mayster Cathonet by the raynes, they were gretely 
merueylled, & held them ashamed' and vergoynous toward" 
Cathonet, and" cam to hym, and? eche of them kysaed" hym, 
and made to bjm the gretteat ioye and? chere and? the grettest 

3a honoure that they couihe, And' excused them toward' hym of 
this dede. Thenne sayd'the cbild'to his fader themperour, " Ha ! 
my lord, wylle ye vse of ao hasty lustycc, withoute makynge of 

' sous, Caxlon. 
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none enquebte vpon the dede or Taytte 1 For a man of 80 hjghe 
estate as ye be, aliold & oujt to be more blamed therfore, than 

, another of lower degre or estate. For (yf) ye hadde maade hym 
to he dampned' aniT * destroyed" withoufe cause, it haJbe grete 4 
pyte nnJ grete dommage; AnJcertaynly nener after I sfiold'haue 
had loye in my herte. For yf I can ony good", it cometh of 
hjon." Themperour ansuerd', " Fayr gone, hit was euylle done 
of VB, ancTin this we haue gretely offended' and" gete sTiame, but 8 
the loue that we haue in the, and the trust that we haue in 
thyn preferrement, toke reason fro \s, and bestourned" our 

It wytte." Thenne spake C>ithonet, aniTHiyd'to themperour, "Syre, 
merueylle yow not of this thynge ; I Bhaila now telle vnto jow, is 

' why al this was sayd". My fader, whiche in hia tyme was a 
ryght wyse man and a trewe, and' borne in this land; Etewed to 
me many good? eiiaeygnementea, yf I had be so wyee to haue 
had" them euer stylle in memorj-e ; And" yet as he was aeke in 16 
hia bedde, and" nyghe at hie last ende, he catlyd" me to bym, 
as ho whiche moche desyred'that I myght Jerne and"knowe Bom 
good", aud'prayd' me that I wold'wel kepe in my memorye thra 
enaeygnements, emonge al other that he before that hadde la 
taught to me, the whiche I wylle dow recorde and" declare 
them, to thende that they may he ensample in tyme to come to 
enery man, as to hym to whome they haue hapj^ed", and" that 
done the contraryo, 14 

CHAPTER CXLm. 
How Cathonet told themperour of the lore of his fader, 

and" of his escape. Capitulo C xliij, 

THe fyrst enseygiiement that he taught me waa thys, that 
-1 yf euer God" gaf me chaunce and" good" ynough, that I 38 
J shold'thanko hym moche of hit, and" haue in me auffy- 
eaunce, and" not coneyte ne aske more of God". And" by cause 
I shold" haue tuffysauuce, he commaunded" and" charged" me that 
neuer I shold" put my self in suhiection of none offyce vnder my 31 
Bonerayne lord". For yf I dyd" fo, by couetyae of more good", 
■omme enuyouB, by Eomme fala repporte, thold" make me to 
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lese my good" ancT my ai:lf also. AniT tliat bit was a perylloua [Caxion.] 
tbynge to serue ony prynce or grete lorj of lyght ancf haaty 
wylle ; For many one ther beu whlche * enquereth them not '[Cruttm, 
4 yf tlio repporte to tliem made is trewe or not, wlierfor the 
com maan dement a of auohe liasty lordea ben atraunge and" 
peryllons, as ye now haue aene how thia ensaraple ia to me, 
wliiche almost hath he ahamefulle & greuable. And" yf T had 
B byleuyd" the conncejll of my fader, I had neaer falJe in suche 
perylle. For, thanked be God, I had of eithely goodes ynough, 
and more than I hane descrayd to Ood", and myght wel haue 
deported my aelf of takynge of thoffyce. The aecond enaeygue- **ond : w 

II ment was, that I neuer eholdrespyte ne saue to no man his lyf, J?",",'"^ 
wbiche had deserued to deye, and" in rapeciall a theef or an j^"!^nV 
homyoyde, wbiche were cuatommed to theftea and raurdre of 
folke ; And that, yf I dyd; I ahold euer be partener of alle 

16 suche eiiylle dedes that they myght doo afterward. And thia 
commaundement I haue enfrayned and broken. For this daye 
haue I sene hym, wliiche I haue reapytedhym fro the ahamefulio 
detbe, that offred and presented hym self for to be the hang- 

»oman of my body : lytell reward he offred to me. The tbyrJihw, to 
enaeygnement was that I aEold eseaye my wyf or euer I shold"i'"hHh[i 
discouere to lier ony grete counceylle ; For therin ia (0 grete ^"p^ 
paryll. Neuerthelea ther ben some that can wel kepe secretely 

J4 what men eaye to them, and in the wbiche men fynd good" / 
counceylle and comforte ; And other a!ao whicbe that can no 
thynge Itepe in accrete, Andthenne, aa I me bethought how I 
had broken and done ageynat the ij enseygnmentea of my 

j8 fader, I thought and sayd in my self that I ahold preue and" 
eaaaye the thyrd. Wherefore that other daye, as I was a bedde 
wyfh my wyf, I awaked her, and, for to eaaaye her wylle, I 
saydto her that I had alayne the sone of themperour, and that 

3a hia herte, cociyted in epyeces, I had made themperour and his 
wyf to ete hit, And that, fur the louo of wtiche abe loued me, 
she afiold kepe thia in secrete, aoo that none myght neuer 
knowe no thynge of hit. Now haue I proued and eaaayed how 

36 she hath kepte secretely my counceylle, as euery one maye now 
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1 EECiLLED. 



icaxtim.] Bee and knowe. But I gyue me not to grtte meniej-lle therof ; 
For hit is not of newe, how that a woman csn not kepe secretely 
that whiche men sayen to her in councejUe. 

CHAPTER CXUV. 
* How Cathonet exposed his auenture, or hap. 



Capitulo 



[C] sliiij. 

Owhane yeherjliow it is happecTto meby cauBe I dyd" 
not byleue the counceylle of my Fader, wliiche was so 
trewe and'wyEe a man. To me therfore is come almost a S 
grete euylle." Anct notwithstoudyiige, thus sajd" Cathonet to 
themperour, " Syre, I rendre and' discharge me of youroffyce. And' 
from hensforth I shalle not be empeched'of hit." And' he therof 
was discharged" with grete payne. Neuertheles he was receyued' '» 
for to be mayater of the grete coimceill of Rome, And" in 
especiall of the grete fayttes and? dedes ; AnS theraperour made 
hym to haue grete proulfitees, and' gaf hym grete yeftes, and" 
loued" hym aboue al other. And regned moche holyly in the il 
loue of God and of the peple. And therfore, my fajre doughtera, 
this ia here a good? enaample bow ye ought to kepe the 
counceyll of your lord; and not telle it to no body, what 
aomener it be. For oft« comeii tberof many euyla ; and for to »o I 
be secrete, and specially in suche tbyng that is deffendedj may 
not come sauf only good. And in lyke wyae as the shafte 
is departed fro the bowe, must take her flyght and cours, aiuT 
't neiier cometh ageyne to the bowe tyll it baue ^myte somme 14 I 
thynge, Soo is the word whiche yssued oute of the monthe 
lyke it ; For after that he is pat out of the mouth, it may neaer 
be put in-to the mouthe ageyne, but that it shal be herd, be it 
good? or euylle. Wherfor we ought wel to baue in our memorye s8 
the eaynges and" auctory tees of the wyse Salamon, whiche sayth 
that men must tbynke on the wordes twyea or thryes, or 
they be putt oote of the mouthe. And thus ought to doo al , 
wyae folke; For ouer many grete euyls bane ben done and" 31 
engendered for to haue diBconered* tbe counceyll and" suche 
tbynges as haue ben sayd" there in counceylle. Therfore I pray 
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yow, fayr doughters, that ye wylle haue thia ensamplo iu your [C 
memory, aniT neuer forgete it. For all good and? worship may 
therof come to yow. And" hit ia a vertue the whiche escheweth 
4 grate hate and' grete enuye, and? many euyls also ; for many m 
one I knowe whiohe haue loate moche of theyr goodea, & suffred' »n 
many grete euyls, for to hane spoke * to lyghtely of other, •? 
and" for to haue reported" auche wordea as they herd'aaye, of the • 

8 whiche they had' nought to doo at al. For none boo wyse ia, that 
may knowe what to hym ia to come. And full of naturel wytte 
be they wfiicha tepe them self fro recordynge of ouy wordes; 
For he whiche wythsayeth them that blameth other aa wel in 

9 ryght aa in wrongo, he doth but wel. And' for to hold" and? kepe 
aecretely the dommage aud* eyulle of other, may come but good) 
aa hit ia reherced'in the booke of my two aonnea, and?aIao in an 
Euangely. 



6 Here fynyashed the booke whiche the knyght of the Toure The 
made to the enaeygnemeut and' tecByng of hia doughtera, trans- 
lated oute of Frenash into our maternell Englyashe tongue by 
me, William Caxton, whiche booke waa ended' & fynyaahed' the 

o fyrat day of luyn, the yere of oure lord" M CCCC Ixxxiij. And' 
enprynted? at Westmynatre the last day of lanyuer the fyrat 
yere of the regue of kyng Rychard?the thyrdl 

[ Written, at end.^ 
[late Liber Fertinet Thomae Lane, &c., Gloucesrtr, gentylman.] 
4 [Quod Thomas Lane.] 

[Cui Kcripait carmen, ait b«n«dictua> Amen.j 



F. 1,1. E, the ngUnggale. — The translsitoi' is iiccauntable for the name of the 
mghtingsle, which he has Bub«tituted far the maange of the Knight of La 
TouT'Landry. The bird calltii! in French a miiange ia our titmouiie, a. bird 
more naturaJly aesociated with tlie thruBtle and tha throah than the Di),'h(- 
ingale. But Caiton alaa tianelatea it, as t/ie werle, Ih* manyi, Ihe tkruettU, 
and lie nygktyngale. 

p. 2, 1. 10, the jttene Prouei of Bongrie. — In the original it is si eomiM ■ 
faisoit la Toyne Friaee, g»i fit luyna de HongrU. Who waa tlie quean of 
Hungaiy here referred to as having written a book fur the iMtruCtioo of 
her daughtecB appears to be quite unknown. Legrond d'Aussy Buggeated 
that it waa EUiabetli of Bosaia, daughter of Louis I, surnamed the Great, 
who bod tbree daughters, the eldest of whom was afGanced to Louis uf 
France, comto of Valoia, in 1374- M, Anatolo de Mqntaiglon, the editor 
of the French original teit of the Book of the Knight of La Tour-Landry, 
objects to this explanation that it ie inadmisaiiite on account of the date, 
but I cannot quite understand the force of this objectioD, as the mother 
would probably have written the book for the instruction of her daughters 
long before the eldest was married. U. do Montaiglon suggests that it waa 
JeaoDO of Bohemia firat wife of Jean king of France, who died in 1349, 
before her husband became king. It may be added that, in the French 
text, the name may be either Pri»es, or Priaei, for Privei. Cmtun trans- 
lates it, ai dide a qatne I eappoie lie iros queue of Uongry. 

p. 8, 1. 32, tn rynte. — It is hardly necessary to state that at this period it 
was common to write books of instruction of this description in rhyme; and 
there is reason to believe that the author of the present book began writing 
it in rhyme. See my Introduction. 

p. 7, L 3, HJos gone to hide her in a bufihe. — The original says that she 
was gone i[ito a gardeu; en unjardin oil elU eitoil repotie at Taiicit pour 
la paour de lai: li estoit e» tin fori baition et diaoit nigilleg da raorl. 
Caxton tronelateB it, where ae (hi» damoyielle inai enlred into an haole, 
tnhere ai the enlrid, and reated there for drede of hym, and th(d vsat in 

p. a, 1. 21, the come into the icardetohe to ete hrometie. — In the French it 
is, elle t'en renoil en la garderohe el Id, mengoii la Douppe au matin on 
aueiine leieherie. Caxton tranelatea it, she weuie into the garderoh.-, and 
tAere tie a loapi or iomme {ycoraiu tiyng. 



NOTES, 

p. S, 1. 2i, reri aopen, — At this time the rBre-mipper, ot arriert loujisr, 
WSB quite a new fashiim, ftod only indulged in generally by peraonB who 
were considered greedy and Iniurious in their living and were not utidied 
with the ordinary BUpper ae their last meal in the ilay, or introduced on 
feative occasione when the socialities were continued lata at niglit. There ii 
a passage in the English tranalalion of the Manuel des Pechiez by Robert 
of Brunne, relating ta these cere-Bupperg and their abuse, which is curiously 
illustraUve of our text. Here, also, the moralist is more especially sBTare 
against those who eat "rere sopera yn pryuyt^;" for he tells ub, — 

■' Jjt are >er oujier rere soiiers 
With men ]int aerue knyjlys and squyers ; 
For al ]ie day ]»in wyl ]jBy be 
Before here mayatere yn sobert^, 
But whan liere maysters are bniglit to bedde, 
Than w;l pey fonde (lat (>ey be f^dde. 
And aytte vp {lare wyth recalage. 
And fji do moche more outrage, 
To |« myduyght ja but a frowe. 
But hyt be tyl pe cok krowe." 
E<Aert lif Brunne't Handlyng SifRne,p. 2^1-}, E.E.T.S., ed. I^rnhall. 

p. 9, L 3, and .ij. of his men. — Le clarier et dtitx varUz in the original, 
which says nothing of the "other women," except tliflt it intimates that 
the lady had some of her chamherniaida with her as well as the varlels, by 
the words which immediately follow, u» da ses variet, qui tenail lebraasii 
une de» femmee de chambre. The whole Is a curious picture of medieval 
life. 

p. 9, 1. IS, setU a eottt, ele. — In the original the saying appears aa a 
ihyming couplet or proverb : — 

" Mettez poulain en ambli^ure, 
II la tendra tant comme il duce." 

p. 9, 1. 32, ahoiii prime. — i.e. G o'clock a.m., according to our reckoning, 

which was at this penod the ordinary hour of dinner, and supper waa 

usually taken about 4 f.u. 

p. 14, L 20, Ther leai a lorde thai y ItBsa.—Tha original text informs us 

I Uiat this lord was Messire de Craon, or, as one of the manuecripta reade, 

dre Pierre de Craon. Pierre de Craon was a well-known baron of this 

, lord of Ia Suse, Chantoce, Brloli^, and Ingroode; he died on the 

I lijlh of September, 1 376. Caxton alao has, and this i> my lord of Craon, 

p. 15. 1. 11, and the kniglU le^iid that tolde her 0/ the tailoar.—Tiieta 
I worda are not found in the French text, and their meaning is not very 

p. IS, I 7, had ,iij. /aire doughtret. — So it is in Caxton's translation. 
Vllie Fnoeh text lays /our daughter^ aa printed by M. de Montaiglon. 



And the Englieh traii«liitian ii evidently wrong >iid apparentlj imperfect 
lower down, nbere it repreaenta tbe foUoning words oE the ITrench ; Et la 
ij Jille anoif d. merveilUs de plail et de parollei, et reipondoil louvent et 
m«itu atani qa'elle peaat loiU tntsndre et dont on luy parlmt; la tierce 
iCnioit pat la ptui beUe A decUtr, tnaii elle eitoil bim la plmt aggriable, 
et li avail la manUre et le maialien leur elferme, el paroloU asiez pan et 
bieM meuremenl, et ion reigarl eitoit humble etferme, plui que de nuUe de* 
iif}. Yet the error may perhapi lis in the French text, &s it now itanda, 
which attyt nothing whateTer of a fourtli daughter. Caiton trrtiulstea, more 
ferme and Aumble than of Ihat oilier two. 

p. IB, 1. 8, Ameise, the iiaggei daughter 0/ Araffan.—Tbt Qdme af the 
king's d&ughter, Amesge, does not occur in the French text, and it is probfi- 
hly a, mere error of the Englieh transiator, who mlBread the wonts, la jille 
aiattiie a« roy d'Arragon. Caxton translatei it, lyke ai dyde the j/onger 
daughter of Arragoa '. 

p. 23, 1. 10, Ther mat a teoman thai had a pie in a cage.— Tbe well- 
known medieval story of the pie (or magpie) ie found in several different 
forma, and in one form or other ii often cepeated by the medieval conleurt. 
In nearly the same form as told here, it is the subject of a much more 
modem story. 

p. 23, 1. 27i She was a tadi of Fraance.—The original teit adds that 
the lady was the dame de Languillier, and adds tlmt her lord had full 
fifteen hundred pounds a-year, and not five hundred. Laaguillier is in 
Anjnu. M. de Montaiglon reminds us that this same story ia told in tbe 
thirty-seventh novel of the Heptameron of the queen of Navarre, without 
any names, but as having occurred in Anjou. Caiton has, f&it good ladj/ 
aai lads of Langayller. 

p. 24, 1. 11, And (0 with her goodly vjordes. — The translator bai here 
represented very imperfectly the words of the original, which are: — "St 
avBunei foil, par eei doulces parollei, Ie cuer (ui en piUoii et a'en gardoit 
une grant piice. Bt ainii toule as tie, par grant otHsiance et par grant 
eourloitie te vainquoit; ear par autre voiejamaiz ne Veutt raineu, et iant 
que an derrenier il I'en rtpeaUsi et te ciastiu." 

p. Si, h 19j worie, not viithilondinge. — This should have been printed, 
tBOrie, Ifotwil&slonditige, as the latter word evidently begins a new 
paragraph, 

p. 26, 1. 15, Sit happed onia. — This stoiy of the wager of the three 
husbands occurs, I am sure, elaewhere in medieval literature, but I cannot 
at present call to mind where, 

p. 36, 1. ie,/rom a faiere.—In the origimd it is, renoient de temjAeite 
de guerre drapt de Boiien. Caiton has. In a tyme it happed that mar- 
ehauntei of frounce cam from certayn fayres, ahere ai they lougAt dra- 
perye, and 0* they cam loil* marchauwJyiefro Boon. 

p. 27, 1. 17, rere eggii.—Ia tbe French aufi moUt. Eggs that are 



' Caiton ; Aaragon. 



NOTES, 



uniloidoae. Bere ei/gt are not unfrequently epuken of In the treatises on 
Diet und He^iltli publielied iu the sixteenth centnry. !□ ibe Proiaptorium 
we have "Kere, or neeohe, aa eggye, moUia'' 

p. 30, 1. 1, and an other lords. — According to the French original, this 
□tiler lord was the lire de BtaumanoiT , who is identified with Jean lord of 
Beaumanoir, manSohat of Brittany, the aame who fought with the thirty 
Sretons. His first wife, wba is believed to be the one alluded to liere, waa 
Tiphaine de Chemill^ (in Acjou) ; and hia son, Jean lord of Beauraanoir, 
who died in 1385, married the daughter of Duguesclin. In Caxton it is, and 
of the lord of Seatimoid, fader of hgm tiat U vow lord. (T. W.) 

p. SO. 1. 26, the princeitsa ami ladyea of Ingloni. — The original iB, 
la princejte el autret dame» i Angleterre. The aliasioii is of course to the 
Princess of Wales, wife of the Black Prince. Our tranjtlator has, apparently 
from a feeling of patriotisLi), omitted a pasRage at the end of this speech, 
which stands in the original as follows : — Et aatty par renommie Von tienl 
let damei de France el de ceattt baisea maraliee let meilleaTi damea gai eolent 
ft let uuiini blairaeei. Main en AngUterrs ea a taoull da blaam^ei, H comiae 
I'on dill ; a ne epiy le c^eit & tort <ra d droit. (T. W.) 

p. 30, 1. 28, gealilt woiotn ikatde loaner take the ^iae after good momea. 
— Compare our Knight's words with Robert otBrunne's Tales concerning 
new fashions, Handlyiig Hinne, p. 116, and his subsequent remarks, 
wherein we are told ; — ■ 

NoJwleB, of ]je neive gyae 

f)e deujl lia)> mode hjinself chefs iusty!!e. II8/J401. 
".Mercy," in Mankind, Macro Flays, 7/177, is a little more lenient :— 
The goods new gyse uuw-a-days, 1 wyH not dysaluw 1 

I dyicoraende fe vycyouB gyse; I prey haue me eicusjde; 
I cede not to spake of yt ; yowur reson wyii tell it yow ; 

Take >at ya to be takyn, & leue >at ys to be refuayde, (J. M.) 
p. 31, \. 20, for flies kideihe hem therinae. — In the original it is, Itapmes 
»"y tniiceitt. (T. W.) 

p, 32, 1. B, II knight thai waa a man miee ofviordei. — The original is, et 
td fut te mareichal de Clermont, qui A inerveilles avoit h aiicle d nuiin ; 
which is translated by Caxton, Iher viai the marehal of Clermont, mhiclie 
memeiloaialy had the tporld in honde. This was Jean de Clenuont, lord of 
Chantiliy, marshal of France, who was slain i n the battle of Polotiers. (T.W.) 
p. 32, 1. 31, Bitrtygnunl. — Boaciguaut in the original. The person here 
alluded to was the father of the fainaua Jean de Mungre de Boaeioaut, 
mar^chal of France and governor of Gennes ; he was sent on an embassy 
to t!ie Duke of Borgnndy by Charles V, ond died at Dijon in 1367. (T.W.) 
p. 34, 1. a, (Set (ovfe Iheg icolde ilraiDt culle. — See my remarks con- 
cerning these words under " Phrases." {J. M.) 

p. 34, 1. 19, a man that vrai acatoJ. — The anecdote here related is the 
came which is told elsewhere of Jean de Meung, one of the authors of the 
brated Soman de la Rose. See the life of the author in Moon's edition 
lat celebrated poem. [T. W.) 

14 



p. 36, 1. 0, lietweae mcke a lorde and me. — The original U, teii parle 
■moult de mal de moy tl de man aagaeur dt Craoa. (T. W.) 

p. 36, 1. S, iwitinlhHondinse Ae and y kadi gret communicacioa diugrte 
igmei, but il wot neuer in no atleni, nor in no eaett thought nor in deda. — 
The antral of thii is,je ne dy mie qu'il ns eouekatl en mon lit, mais ttfat 
■ant ■ciXlennit ft lans mal y pemrr. This » the reading of tlia best hwud- 
IcriptB; but one, of iDferior autharity, bu, perluipi tliroiigli u deaira uf the 
writer to d'noinuib vhnt we might conaider the acaadul of the tiulj'a avowal, 
je ne dit pat qu'il ne mi toucAal en mon tit. In all caaes, it is a BiDgalar 
illuBtration of the freedom of medjevnl msnnen. (T. W.] 

p. 88, L 26, and eiier lowly to her Gorf.— The translation ia imperfect ; 
in the originitl it \s,et ftu di> lora enavant moull humble envert Dien, which 
Cucton translatea, and ipo* eiKf o/ler mocht hviiAle loinanle Qad. (T.W.) 

p. 39, 1. 21, aitckt a carion a» ie yowrehady. — An example of the attitiuiB 
that the diatorted medieval mind adopted towards earthly thia^ imd VbiaT 
joya. Compare the linea on p. 38 ; taorfdely peple, the whicie an bul donga 
and eri&e, and on p. 11, *o fa the hodi dongge, vionnet, and felike; and alao 
the worda of" Mankind" in Manliind, p. 8, Macro Plaja, E. E.T.a.: — 
Thja ya to me a lamentable atory, 

To ae my llewh, of my aoaH to haue gonemance ; 
Wher ]<e ([oode wylf ya maater, ]>e ^ode-man may be sory. 
A-laise i what was Jii fortune and )ii chaunce, 

To be nsaocyat with mj fleaoS, Jiat atynkyng dunge-hytl. 
Many other similar eiamples could bo oiteit. (J. M.) 

p. 41. ohap. nil.— ThiB tale of the fieoda and the parchment is to 
be found in Dr. Furoivall's Robert of Brunne's Handljng Synne, and elae- 

Aa y redde l>at yche tyde 

Twey wjmmen Tangled Jere beayde ; 

Betwyr hem to, y say a fenda 

nitb peiine and parchemen yn honde. 

And, wrote alle ]>at euer \ey spake, 

Pryuyly be-hynda here bake : 

whan hys rolls was wryta uUe ful. 
To drawe hyt oute he gan to piil ; 
with hya tafe iie gan to drawe, 
And harde for Co tugge and gnawe, 
pai hys rolle to-braate and rofe; 
And hya hada ajena >e walle drofe. 

HandlyngSynne.p. 39i,E.E.T.3. (J.M.) 
p. 4S, 1. 6, the permn.—au cliappelain in the ori^nal, which ii rather 
imperfectly tranilatad here; ri acinf la uui7 tniKivant en aciiion m 
chappelaiu par Aj. foiz Du par troix. (T. W.) 

p. 18, ]. 18, holdiage ia htr honde a cote and a gmoelre. — The ttoria 
of the original are iitie cotla et me ehemiie. (T. W.) 

p. 51, 1. 10, And lAanne, ic. — Thia aentence should have been printed oa 
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follows: Aiul. Ikanne she iotde ike fquier ati Oiat had hehapptd her. 
NotwWiiioadiitge he had Anpeil to baue turned her ; hut the mai so iifermed 
ill goodntate, that it walde not Ik. (T. W.) 

p. 51, I. 24. Onre Lady of Beanlyon.—ia the original it i), une eglat 
qui eit en ma terre, et a nom Nottre-Dame de Beaiilieu. M. Ae Uont- 
aiglon has remaTked thnt the place alluded to as being in the Koiglit's 
lands (which lay on the borders of Anjou and Brittanj) may hsTe been 
either Beanlien in the iieiijhbourhoad oF Luches or Beaulieu neat- Miins. 
Caiton read it very corruptly, OHre lady of Bealem. (T. W.) 

p. 51, 1. 27, Pera Lenarif. — In the original the name is Perrot Luarl. 
Caxton has, Perrot Linard. It may be reniarlted that a similar miracle is 
related in several of the medieTal religious legends ; in one a Welsh king 
and his qneen are the offenders. In PumiTall's edition ot Robert of 
Brunne'ii Haadlyng Synne, p. i3i, E.E.T.S., we hare the etoryofamanand 
his wire who had fled Tor safety to a monastery, and been allowed by the 
abbot to take shelter for the night in a. ohaniber adjoining the church, in 
wbieh ttiey committed a similar offence, and, as it was too near the sacred 
edifice, they were punished by a similar mirncle. Robert of Brunne dwells 
at len^h on the greatness of this offence in a manner that would lead us 
to suppose that it was not uncommon. (T.W.) 

p. 51, 1. 27, lergeannt of Canrfee.— The French teict, as eiliteii by M. de 
Montniglon, bos sergent de Cnnde en la mer, but he informs us that one of 
the MSS. omits the worda en la mer, and another reads, sergenl de garde 
en Vanaie. (T.W.) 

p. &2, 1. 14, called CUmefere. — The original has line ahbaye qui a nom 
CMeere tUge. It was the abbey of Chievre&je in Poiton, The French 
toxt says that the church had been damaged through the wai-a ; tlnvt I'es- 
glUe a tsle empirie poor les gaerres. M, p, 8i. (T.W.) 

p. 62, I. 17, that Aiyht Piyreel.— In the different MS3. of the French 
original he is called Piglire, Pigere, and Pigerte. Caitton read the name 
rggrere. (T.W.) 

p. 52, 1. 29, of tone of nariage.—'M, de Montaiglon has remarked in a 
note here, by way of explaining this sentiment, that, since the times of the 
barbarians, the church uiually served as a place of refuge in time of war ; 
and as people under such circumstances lived in it as in a house, the eccle- 
siastical authorities bad granted to married people a permission to do that 
which would not have been prevented by its refusal. (T.W.) 



[». 63, 1. B, ikei thai seethe fie, good, dtc.— In M., ] 
Kn |iopular saying in rhyme, — 



t. this 



}, For the tehiehe folyus dede.—'M.., p. 94 : 



W^xemple commral parte irespanemen 
Mtaal de douleurt et de maalx, (T.W.) 



le pelitc porame toi/ent devenat 



p. 61, L 33, (laf in tirfjte amilit ien amd polyttk\t\e her tifoue.^ 
Tbif dot; iropvaed npm the fanuJe mx, to de»:riiie their diu and vioea 
fbltj huA nuDntdy, U continiull? buiaCed upon by the ecclwuiical wrii«CB, 
and *•■ no doabt one of the most objecttmabU puts of the pojuih ajtAtna of 
oonfonoD, and lad to endlea diiorden. In H., p. 96. it ii, n « areutmt 
tn Uur eo*fatioa dtvanl lear pralrt, el polliet»l latr mfffail, e'ett-d-dire 
quill B« dienl pat han perhidt «j Tilmenl contme ilx ont vujfait, et m ont 
ionlt de U din 1 mail ih tt'aeoimi pai ionU dt U /aire. CT.W.) 

p. 62, L 11, iemptnd her niuf madf hn erre. — This ■ppean to have been 
odmrritten b; the Englub icribe. In M., p. 97, it i>, la jUt ptehitr ei 
I vrnr. (T.WO 

p. 82, I. 22, and hadtle Hifft horHci. — In M., p. 98, tl aloient bieti 
ftraneiBCi ef aroient grant comet. C>itou ttanilatea it, tie remenaimt qf 
Heir ketdtt icat lyle tiro hornet. An alliiiion to the head-dresse* of tha 
Udiea, which at this time were made in the farm of two long pointed horua 
■tiindiug out one from each aide of the bead, and were a fertile gubject of 
deririon to rontemporary satiriits. (T.W.) 

p. 63, I. 4, and ihtaid her Irefhit. — Id the original, this U eiplained 
much more fnlly and plainly; It dirt qae let femmeg qui etloienl aiiuy 
eocijue* el branchaei reiiamilfnl let liiiiai cornia tt lei llcontet (sometimes 
the head-dress was formed of one horn projecting forward), tt que ellet 
faitoient lei coraei aax hotnma eoKrt aeilui, qui manilroient Uurt cidi tt 
Itiirt braj/ei el ee qui teur boct decani, e'eil leur vergoigne, et qae aitui te 
tHocquoienf et boKrdoienf run lie Paulre, c'etl It court vtalti de la eonme 
(M., p. 98). This will be beat explained by com paring it with Chaucer's sa- 
tirical description of contemporary costume in the Person™ Tale. (T.W.) 

p. 61, 1, 1, fouled at her clothes and arcai/.— This story forms the «ii- 
teentb in the Latin Disciplina Clericalia of Peter Alfomd, and also in The 
Castoieoient in French verne, printed in Barbaian, Tol. ii. p. 115. (T. W.) 

p. 6i, ]. 23, there koi onii a geatitt foonnB.— This part of the Knighfa 
book, which forms chapter ilii. of the original, is very (nuch abridged, and, 
in fact, a great part of it omitted, in our translation. It was not the bishop 
who told this story of the "gentitl woman" in his preaching, but a lady of 
the acquaintance of the Knight of La Tonr- Landry, wbo, as an eye-witneas, 
told it to him as having happened on the feast of St. Margaret (Julj ao) in 
the same year in wiiich he entered it in his i>ool>, whjcli he says Was A.D- 
1371, so that he had already spent more than a year in itd compilatino , 
Dost Je rout en rfirajune memtitU que niieboime dame me eoiiipta en ceii 
an, qui eit I'an mil troit cent hcxij. Caiton translates this account of the 
strange head-dress as follows: — Tor her elvthyng and araye teat di^ttrent 
and no Ihipig Igie to thegr, ami thfrfore the had toel her pait beholdgng 
and tokyng. Theutte loid the good ladyea to her, " My/rende, lelle ye vi, 
yf it pleate yov>,hovi ye name thai aray thai ffe have on youre heed t " She 
tintieerde ami laida, " The galioai arag." " God hhite p«," taid tha good 
lady, "the name of hit U not /aire." . . . At ferre at I me remnabre nfil, 
kit mat hyghe cvlewr't teifh Innge pyaiiet of ti/luer rppon Iter heife, after the 
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maifiige and maner of a yi/liet 
torn. (T.W.) 

p. 88, 1. 30, for that fim dolhe bul purge and cUaae en «ti|/Wf delile. 
That Jire signiBea a Gre of seveu years. Tbe French ieii ii more eipUoit 
than the English: St regardez que pour un pechU eelle ful tant m/eu ; 
mait bien puet tstre, ai eomme dit le saint horns, qut its avoient eommit ee 
Selit tnviron r. ou xij.foiz j ear pour ehaacsnfait ei delil Ten e^cij. am 
Dufeti de pargatotrt, box otglant la confesiion, car UJeu de vij. am n'ert 
jue pour apari/ier el purijifr Came de chaectmfanlx delil (p. 107). And on 
p, loS we read again, pour eiactmcj'oix que I'ea lefait, ten eet lij. ana ou 
feu et eaflaitAeeapuryatmre, noa obetant la coiifetnon. (J.M.) 

p. 67, L 7, a govine of .iiij.'*. or TJ" tealii, — The original bu, qui oal 
bieit la euer d/aire acheler u'lie robe da h. ou de im."^. /ranci ; nuu ellea 
tendroient it grant chote se ellet avoienC dartni pour Dieu ha aeulj'ranc on 
unt eote d'an/rana d, iin poBre hmame, Caiton hae, And yet many one 11 
tn thU icorld that tori haue the conragt soo prowde, that icel Ihey dare bye 
goanea of ikre or faara KOre croaines, and gei thgnkgng hit of tylel pryt, 
that jif to -were ttey tini»( gyae to poure folhe txo or Ihre *hyllj/nget ihey 
thold Iwlde that oaermo^e. In what foUowB, the original ia Hgain abridged 
in the tranBlation. (T.W.) 

p. 67i I- IGj holy teomen that were teintia. — The French t«xt spocifiM 
laiale Elitabeth, lainle Katharine, el aainta Agatha. (J.U.) 

p. 60, 1. H, tolde mt of a lady. — The original ii, Je vy vne baroniieue 
hien grant dame, laquelU Ven dia nt qa'elle le fanloil Caiton Iranilatei 
it more literally, I satce a baronneeee, ryght a hyqht and nobfe ladg 
of Iggnage, the lohicha ae men aaide Olanked and popped or pei/nled 
htr aelf. (T.W.) 
I> p. flB, 1. 18, more thanne .iiij." gomiM — In the original plui de U 
Tfaireadtrobei. (T.W.) 

p. 70, 1- 6- Rochmadame. — In the original it is, Ao*/re Dame de Poche 
madonr. This was a well-known place of piJgriai^e near Cahorn, famous 
in the middle ages for the mirnclea parformed there. (T.W.) 

p. 70, 1. 2B, (Ae citee of Fea^ei. — la the ori^al this is givf n marc folly 
and Goriectly, et poar ce devint coatiae ttiie pierre, tout aaaiiy conime Saint 
Martin de Vcrto, quant il Jltt foiuJre la cite de Erhanget, qui eatoit m 
tevtichii de Nanlea, tc. The life of St. MaiUn de Verto 19 printed by 
SlabilloD in the AoU Sanctorum Ordinli S. Benedicti. Tlie dty of Her- 
bangea is called in the Latin life of the sajnt Hecbadilla. (T. W.) 

p. 71, 1. 31, And W her brolhei:—li ehoulil be brothers j in the original, 
tlleafrireaitelle. (T.W.) 

p, 71, 1. Si, aad Blade her eie hem. — The French teit, very becomingly, 
does not Bupply tbia infomiBUoii, sintply stating, li eoppirent lea choaea du 
roigne el let jetiertnt av viiaige de leur anar (p. lij). (J.M.) Caitoi 
also, makes no mention of it. (T.W.) 

p. 74, 1. 13, acognted her of the sane of an erle of that couiilre (Greece 

-The French test runa, elXe {lafllle da roi de Grice) accointa hjlh d'li 



NOTES. 

oolite, qui Ceiiyroiisa, p- 117- Without the mention of tliis Itut psrt tbo 
war and murder of the daughter seem Inexplicable. (J, M.) 

p. 74, 1. 23, iewen in emal pyeca. — Thia oooclusion wa» prabftbly sug- 
geetcd b; tbe etory of the concubiae, Judges lix. ig. See also p. 94 of 
UuBbooL (J.M.) 

p. 78, Chap. LX.— This chapter, like the one preCBdioe and one following, 
IB much abridged in aur version. The Fieach te:ct reads that the nephew 
waa nephew of Aaron, and named Fin^es (Phinece or Phinehaa), and that 
the lord naa named Zanibry (Zambii ot Zimri), and was of the lineage of 
Simeon (see Numbers iiv. 7, and i Maccabees, ii. 16). The teat then 
proceods to condemn tbe sin of marriage between Christians and fdk of 
other religions, as Jews or Saracens. (J.M.) 

p. 78, 1. 21, no Koman thaldt I'a Jio v/tjse Se texih «o man allnna. Beo 
Bobert of Brunne'a Handlyng Sinne, p. 240, where we are told, on the 
authority of St. Paul, that do man sbonld be alone with a wotnan. See 
also 65/34 "f this book. (J.M.) 

p. 79, 1. 7, a Boperi miff. — This Etoty, or one closely resembling it, forms 
tbe subject of one of the medieval fabllaoi, or Btoriee, but I cannot at pre- 
sent refer to it. (T. W.) 

p. 80, i. 15, Ike priourei hreke. — Thie waa a popular medieval atory, and 
is found with various modiGoations. It was the Bnbject of a fabliau pnb- 
liahed under the title of Les Braies »u Cordelier, in Bartiaian, vol. iii. 
p. i6g, and analysed by Le Grand d'Auaay, Fabliaui et Contes, vol. i. p. 343, 
where other sources of the story are pointed oQt. (T.W.) 

p. S2, I. 18, the poHe.— Tbia well-iinown old proverb is given in one of 
ita French forma in the origioal text, Mt pouT ce tit biea dit, que tanl va 
la cTuche h I'eaae job le cut y demture, See Le Koux de Ijncy, Livce del 
Proverbea FrBfl9aia, torn. i. p. 44. [T.W.) 

p. 88, 1. S, leint Kalenne, leini Margarete, leiiit Luce. — The original 
adds, after St. Margaret, de lainte Criiline, for which one of the Freooh 
MS8. has lainte Juetine. Caitoo also hiis, ofmynte Cryttsa. (T.W.) 

p. S3, L 28, ApemtJia...Verar. — The French text reads Apantena and 
Bejart The London MS. has Beruf, and one of the Faria M3S. Bariei. 
(M. p. 197.) CJ.M.) 

p. 8i, 1. 22, tke grtl kinije Eeroades vrnf.—TUs, lilte some further atata- 
menta about Herod in a subsequent chapter, was talien from one of the old 
legendary htstoriea of Herod. (T. W.) This wife of Herod mas Mariamne, 
whom he married B.C. 37 in Samaiia. When Herod went to Laodicea he 
left Mariamne in the lieeping of his brother-in-law Joseph. Salome, the 
long's sister, spread infamous reports concerning Joseph and his charge, and 
Joseph was killed. In 30 fi.c. Herod visited Augustine in RLodes, and 
Salome and her mother again made charges, the reault being this time, that 
Mariamne was alain. This history is given by Jusepbus. See Byron'i 
poem "Herod's Lament for Mariamne" in "Hebrew Melodies" and 
Voltsire's drama Maiiamite, (J. M.) 

p. B6, L 30, she eiulde be mued att a yn-e.— The Fi'ench teit says seven 
jcars. Bee Glossary under Miied. (J. M.) 
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|>. 86, I. 2, aff nyeei'e. — Seven jeora in tlie French. See nota aboTO to 
86/30. (J.M.) 

p. 86, 1. 26, eo pure nad pr^uniplvous, — Tho word pore miut of coarse 
be a maro eimr of the scribe for proud; the original haa, el /uii fitr at 
prttumpciettt. (T. W.) 

p. 8fi, L 28, had aoriisAed the quene qfter, — Another acribal error. The 
Trench text read*, aroit nourry la rogue 'StlBr, qai /of bontit dame et 
jBrfe,'p. 136. (J.M.) 

p. 87,1. Ifi, ie a«d hit eiUdren, — M. lu\aveeieivij.eiiff'unt,p, 137. (J.M.) 

p. 88, 1. 27, lAe king Mai, onrf about Ji. cAiWrm.— The EVenoh teit has 
Aeat. (T. W.) 

p. SO, 1. 6, namof Bran. — Tiie French toil gireB the name more properly, 
Jlreneheiitt. (T.W.) 

p. 00,1 5, Sibille.— The French teit gives the pretended prophecy of the 
Sibjl M foUoWB : Ce fust la femme dont SMlle parla en propieiiianl el 
dill: " Bnme renrfru de tere Eapaipne ov, royaiime de Gaule, c'etf 
France, qsijera memeiUet de cruauUei el puis tera detraicte," p. 741. 
To this Uontaiglon adds a note, p. 297 : " Nona n'avoag troav^ cea vera 
de la Bibylle ni dans rancieiuie Edition d'OpBopceiui, ni dana la nonvelle de 
M, Alexandre, ni dans la pablication du cardinal Msl. Q eel certain que 
uotre cheyalier n'a paa eu affaire ^ d'aucieuB teites, maia it dea remanlmenti 
latins on frsn9ois qu'il seroit difficile de retrouver." The edition of 
M. Alexandre to which Mnntaiglon refers was published in Paris, 1811-56. 
It WBB, of course, not likely to contain the prophecy given above. Anciently 
the Sibyli were a number of women prophetically inspired by heaven. 
Their nmnber is uncertain : Plato mentions one; Martian Capella gives 
two, the Cncnffiau and Phrygian ; Taaso says there were ten ; and the 
medieval monks give twelve, each with her particular prophecy and 
emblein. The first Sibyl waa the daughter of Dardanna and Neao, and from 
Iier the name sprung ; but the mnsC famous is the Cumttan, known best by 
ber name of AnialthEea. She was beloved of Apollo ; ehe directed j£neas 
ID his journey through the underworld; and it was she who bargained 
with TarqiuniuB for her nine oracular books, and finally sold him three. 
These books were preserved in the Capitol, and perished daring the war of 
Bylla in the fire of 83 B.C. Sibylline fragments were then collected &om 
various parts; they were made by Augustus into two books, which were 
gaorded in the temple of Palatine Apollo until they were bnmed by 
Stilicho early in the fiJlb century. Meanwhile the Alexandrian Jews had 
turned their attention to Greek sibylliaes. "' The riae of Jewish apocalyptic 
literature of a sibylline character probably dates soon after Alexander the 
Great, when Judaism began to look in a apirit of philosophia inquiry into 
Greek and Oriental literature, attaching itself to snch elements aa seemed 

congenial The Alexandrian Jews were the first to adopt this CDurae 

by fusing- the remnants of Greek sibyllism with their native prophecy " 
{EiK. Brit, ii, p. 177). The fourteen boofca of Greek heiametara HtUl 
extant, purporting to be aibylline oraclee, were the work of these Alexan- 
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As mojaes aayd, niid lB»y, 
Eyng dnuid* and Jeromj, 
Abacnk, and danieH, 
SybyS sage, that sayde ay welt. 
And myne othere prophetia bH, 
Ab thay haue [said] it shaH befntf. 
Toinneiey Pl«t/», 87 /l7 
And in Th« FrophfU. a play contained in the same 
hflTHelf enters and prophesies concerning the judgem' 
mysterioua Latin lines : — 

iibilia pt-Dphita^ — ludieii si^um tetlus audore madescit, 
E otio rex adneniet per seola futnniB 
Scilicet in carne preeens vt iudicet orbem. 

Towmley Plagi, 6I/163. (J. M.) 
p. 91, 1. 3, calUd Archaiiii. — Arciayia in the original, whicb reads Fhe- 
itomia for the PAanmia of onr translation, and Anna for Ama. In Caxbon 
the namea ore Hdeiatta, Fenenaa, and Atina. (T.W,) 

p. 92, 1. 3, wiff lo Sampson forte.— i.e. Sampaon the strong. The origi- 
nal ie, Samionforlw. (T.W.) 

p. 93, 1. 2, iiorugK coudiie. — MS. eoroagh, for ihorug^; perhaps a mere 
error of the scribe. The original ia, par contoitiie d'argtrtt. (T. W.) 

p. 0B, 1. 17, II grei lorde of Grece.— The original makes no mention of 
Greece. (T. W.) M. reads, Je nova diray ear I'exemple de ffrerie, p. 149. 
London MS. has dejiateare; Piiris 7073 has degrieux. 

p. 99, 1. 8, ihe ifBut/l,^OTir translator has here omitted two anecdotes 
given by the Koight of La Tonr-Landry, which read aa followa in Caiton'a 

Tbey be ]yke to tbe jouglonrs, whiche wylle make of a cole seme and 
Bbewe a fayr thynge ; for they preyae a thyng before the folic, and behynde 
them they blame hit ; wherfor one ought not to byleue that what they 
Bayen. Por they retche not what they say, but that they may please yow 
and to haae youre lone. And yf ye be wyBe,ye ought to Itnowe them 
better tban tbey shalle you , and p t th m It w and take auche one that 
shall telle yow the tronthe an! y u 1 bn ! e flaterers dcceyue the 
Tyche men, as dyd a ftaterer to a nan that sold cheaee, whiche was 
fowle of rysage, and he made h to nd tond t)iat she wae fayr and 
praty, and the woman waa so fulyash that h w de he hod sayd tronthe. 
Somtyme she gnf hym a chese and aa h hadd it and was behynd her 
bak, ho mocked her of it. I wold j wy t th sample whioho I sawe in the 
totin of Angotoaiue, as the duk of Normandy cam before Agnyllon. Ther 
were knyjtea which, for to take their disjiorte, shotte at a markc. And 
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wLanne the duks cam into the porke where as thej were for to pUye and 
dieporte hym, be demamidec) of one of the knjghtea a bowe and a' 
for to shete. And boodd sfter he had drawen hia arowe, there were there 
bj hym two or thre that aayd, " Cerlaj-nlj my lord ehoteth wel." "Holy 
Maryl" Bayd another, " how he draweth ryght o 
Bayd the other, " I wold not be armed, and that he bad bit me." And 
thui they began to preyee hym ; but For to aeye trouthe, it was nothynge 
eU bnt flateryng, for ha sbotte the worat of al other. And therfor grete 
meruejlle U how every flaterer is agreable, and ao moobe pleaBeth the 
lordeB and the ladyee now in theee dayes, and how tiiey make them to 
bylene that they be stronger and more wyae than they be, and by theyre 
flateryng make them to falle in grete Burquedrye of them self. (T, W.) 

p. 9S, 1. 21, fke tale of the rquier. — Thia appears to have been Father a 
favourite atory in the middle agea. It is given in my " Selection of Latin 
Stories," p. 104, from the Froniptuarium Eiemplorum, and it forma chapter 
Gxiv. of the Geata Bomanorum, where the squire is oiade to void a black 
crow, instead of laying an egg. A rather different vereion of it will be 
found in the M^oagier do Faria, torn. i. p. l3o. 
bas been told in French Terse by Lofontaine, I^blee, liv. viii. fah. 6, and 
in English verse by John Byrom, Poema, voL i. p. 31, who follows tlje ver- 
sion uf the Geata Homaoorum. Our trflnalator has only given the Enight 
of La Tour-Landry'e story imperfectly ; for in the original the gossips raise 
the number of egga not to five only, but to a hundred. (T.W.) Thia, 
however, is in accordance with the London MS. Montaiglon Baje, p. 997. 
" le ms. de L. (i.e. Londrea) met a tort cinq au lieu de cent" (reuf.). (J. M.) 

p. 101, 1. 11, Roioam.— TLio ia Jeroboam. The atory of his Bick son, 
and of Uie visit of his wife to the blind prophet at Shilob, may be found in 
the Septuagint. (J. M.) 

p. 102, ]. 8, dsnge of ttoaliiej.—Tbe Fj'ench ia : Si adciui que let arron- 
delles ckiirent )ur leggeulcedu preudhomiiie, p. 158. (J.M.) 

p. 102, 1. 22, Bagaett, tAat had .rij. M^ndei. — The French t( 
of Sarra, femme au petit Thohie. Ceilt Sarra/iit moult prrvdef em 
I JUiifille Sagtiel, p. 159. (J.M.) 

p. 103, 1. 23, biame God of thij dUnee.— Not in tha Fveadh. (J. M.) 

p. 105, 11. 1, S, lohaii —The MS. mark of contraction is properly a 
the A, and indicates a letter following it, repreaenting its derivatioi 
from the Latin Johannes, like the French Jebon. When the i 
waa intended to be represented in one syllable in old English, it was 
written Jon, (T, W.) 

11. 106, 1. 14, as the dethe the dede, &c.— The French is: eHe . . . ie 
teitoit devant lag ly humhlaet ay doutcei Teeponsei donnoit, qae paur mourlr 
die ne deist it nefeiet chose do»l elle le citidaet corruder, p. 163. (J.M.) 

p. 106, 1. 23, JHafwynnemoitiWe mcneion.—The French te 
*t comme saint Jehan le racompte que il Ttt qaant i! fut rany an del, p. 
163. (J.M.) 

p. 108, I. IB, a woman thai mas froisarde and angri, &c.- 



NOTES. 



of B cuned chilJ is told in Kobert of BruDiie's Handlyng Sjnne, p. 45. A 
mother went to bathe and took her daughter with her to mind her olothoe 
On calling after bathing, ahe cursed the child because of hor alowness ii 
malting ready and in going to her : — 

Jie niodyr Jiat aat in here baji 
Wax ful of ire Kcd of vrraf , 
And olejiyd' eft-aonya aftjr here, 
knmjiig with rjghte grete jre, 
And eeyd, " )>e devyl come on fe. 
For, >ou art nat redj to me." 
" And y am redy," aeyd l>u deuyT, 
"To take >at 'fOM me betagfit with enyl." 
be fleg& on here |iere she stodr, 
And madii here nytte al wode. p. 46. 
In Chaucer's Ti-iart' Tale we read of a aiiailar coraing of a Sompnour, 
hut here an element of juBtiScation ia introduced, for the Sompnour is onljr 
seized by the devil on hU refusal to repent ot hia viUaDj. (J. M.) 

p. 109, L 6, ipkenof thi ckildeKoseKer a/ler in peritt alt hya lyf. — M., 
de quail VeaffaHlfM ptry touU sa He. For penj the London MS. has pire. 
M. p. agS. (J.M.) 

p. 109, 1. J8.— J» a noble (arfy that mw quene of Bungri. M., comno 
faaait tainte Elitabrl, qiiifatfilU aa roy dt Bonffrie etfemme i Londe- 
gsme, p. 167. To tliia Montaiglon prints a Note, p. zgS : 'tieez: fimJne 
& Undtgrare. Son marl, Louie IV, ^toit, on effet, landgrave de Thuringe." 
(J. M.) 

p. 110, 1. li,thereicatgrelnobellmfindplenleofBichenet. — TheFtesah 
preaenta us with more details and s more vivid pjctnre. It riini : Lafe^te 
fvt moalt grant et leeparenieni de draps d'or et desaie; loal releiUinoit da 
Joi/e et lie aonlai ei de eons de meneilrieri. Lei joasles farenl grane U la 
feste bien rem-aysie, p. 169. Concerning this chapter there a a Note, 
p. igi: ' Ce chapilfe a &^ extrait do MS. 7403 (i.e. Paris MS.) par M. de 
Mas Latrie, pour aon Sietoire de Vile de Chypre torn le rignt dee princai 
de la nioison de Langnan, t. II, documenla, partie I, Paris, iSfi, iD-S°, 
p. 131, II met lo fait vers rannee 1334, et ajoute cette note; " Conrtanca 
d'Aragon, femme de Henri II de Lusignan, morte sans enfanta, est laseole 
reine de Chypre i, qui je puisse rapporter cette anecdote, qui n'a laind 
aucune trace dans les chroniijues Cypriotes." ' (J. M.) 

p. Ill, 1. 12, slee aft the ehiidrett excqite one, — The trnnslator has here 
badly misunderstood his text. The French is, M., p. 169 : Pbaraon . . . 
canimanda que I'en oceiil loai lee enffans d'na an, i, e., all the children of 
one year of age. (J. M.) 

p. 113, L 13, ^rani.— Thia is for Eaab, i. e., Eahab. (J.M.) 
p. 11*, 1. 1, AragoH.~The French teit has taiale Arrngondt, p. 173, 
to which Montaiglon says, p. 29S : " Sainte Arragonde est sainte Badegonde, 






m pant voir le recueil des SoUandistes, an 13 sodt (Augusti, 
i. pp. 46-96), at, pour Ub renvois bibliographiqucB, la Bibliothfequa de la 
Prance, du pira LeloEg, ii. 25,008-19." Caiton liaa iat/«i Arrar/one. (J. M.) 

p. 114, 1. 6, eotae into Ftytien. — The French text reads : et »'enfony en 
topiaaige lie Paris juiqaea & Poiliert (p. 173) — and fied Eeoretly from 
PariB to Poitiers. (J. M.) 

p. lis, 1. 3S, tker uai an Atrmitf, — This waa a popular atoiy in tbe middle 
ages, and was repeated in many ilifTerent forma. See Mood's Fabliaux, 
vol. ii. p. 175. A hermit, who had fallen under the ohligatioti of committing 
one of tlie three sins, di-unkemiess or murder or adultery, chose clmuken- 
nees aa the leaat. Having made himeeir drunk at the house of one of tho 
peasantry, the man's wife .-iccompanied hiui home to assist him; on tile way 
he yielded to temptation and committed adultery, and, the husbaod arriv- 
ing at the crilieol moilient, the hermit, in fear of bin vengeance, Hnalched 
up an axe and elev him. Thus he committed all the three crimes instead 
ofoneonly. (T.W.) 

p. 116, 1. S,/alceJleumed rede. — Thia ahonld be lalce, Ac, a Chaucerian 
Bxpresaioo. Proli^ne, I. fiaj ; — 

A SoUNOtlS war ther with ns in that place. 
That hadde a fyr-reed cherubinnea face. 






withe 



Tlie e:ipression arose from the auppoaitiou that the affected person had 
too much aalt phlegm (eoijum pltlegina) in his constitiition. See Prof. 
Skeat'a remarks in hii Notes to his Chancer, p. 52. and p. Ibi, " Breuyary 
Extracts " in Borde'e Introduction of Knowledge, ed. Dr. Fumtvall, E. E. 
T.S., 1870. (J. M.) 

~ p. 117, 1. 2S, itinl Kaienne. St. Katherine of Alexaudria, who is 
supposed to have lived early in the fourth century. She was famous 
throughont the middle agea for her cuUdtb and polemic abilities. It was 
After her triumph in argument with heathen philosophers that the spiked 
wheel was made to tortate her ; thia wheel became emblematic of hei. 
Bhe naa martyred in Alexandria. Capgrave wrote her history in verae 
T.S. 100). Herein we find mention of the oil said to hove been 



(B. 

finind at her 



grave :— 
The grelfl myraclea 



; but this knowleche w 



Tliat oyle it renneth ei 
With whicheoyleofso 



, Ent he says afterwards, p. 403 ; — 

I may weel leue that awyche metueyles Jer bee. 

But for he-cause I haii'e noon nuctorite, (J. M.) 

p. 117, 1. 32, xij IiiTOPys.— The French Uit haa xi 



KOTEP. 



p. 120, 1. S7, a Senalour qf Rome. The French text ouiitinu. 
it at ronfeiiH ii eroniquti da Homaint, j>. l8t. MonUiglon'i 
p. 198, idfoniu ui tliAb tliB Puis MSS. di> nut giie dej Eoniait 
del croniqati (ii ermiquet7). It is prettj nearly, he Baya, Uie truul»- 
tion of the title nf the GeataBomuiDniin. (J. M.) 

|). 121,1. 3,piai< tuiti placebo,— M. reada ; •( ne lefliillcpat tte/aire le 
placebo, p. 184, — does not flatter him tlmtp^celiD need not be done. (J.M.) 

p. 13i, !. 24, the cMlde deyid in the tame chaimbrt where ai the holy man 
mat htrboraed and logtd hefort. The Freooh text aayB the mother had 
llie child put there. M., Sy fiat laetlre la mire ttnffajit e» la eKamhre 
(j« xaitd propUle, p. 186. (J. M.) 

p. 126, 1. 2, lis Ktti haddt ouie of 3Kt good heltie of bodg.—The 
tranBlatoT sppearB here again to have relied more on his imagination than 
hie text. The French reads: elle tan^il en plataiia rue avtequet ta 
voieine, el laai crarent el montirent let parolet qite Faalre lai dill que elle 
n'eitoil paa nette da corjM, doni par celle parole, qui ala ton* aeaiit, elle 
tit perdg tOH mariaige, feait veriii ou nintfon^e. M. p. 1S7. (J. M.) 

p. 120, 1. S, a gendlt moniart leiti and haati, — Another rnktranslatioD, 
apparently. M., je lotw dirai/ an/atl q«eje ly d'uiie Men gentilz Jemme 
qui tenfoit 6, un homme qui avail male tette, p. 1S7. (J. M.) 

p. 12s, 1. 32, an emaampk of an Emperoitre. — In tbo original it ia, 
Vexemplede Venpereitr de Contieatiiiohle. In the original text, too, we have 
(01 ij.Jilz, not, aa here translated, hifl two daughCen. Caxton also has, hii 
tieo doughteri, and calls liim themperovr of Coiiatailynople. (T.W.) 

p. 13D, Chapter XCVIII. Hee TheHiUonj oj Siuonna in the Apocrypha. 

(J. M.) 

p. 139, I. 3,/ae urns a gref lorde in iJobiJo^ne.— The translator haa here 
■ingularly misunderstood his original, which reada, qaiesioU grant siiyneir 
en la ehetwoiton de Babitome. who was a great lord in the captivity of 
Babylon. Caxton'n translation ia, ta&iehe tpae a grete lord in the captyuj/ia 
ofBabylone. (T.W.) 

p. 130, 1. 9, in Khat aiae thet/fbude her. — The French text says, " aiider 
what tree they fonnd her." M., loaba quel arire ilg la froimirent, p. 193. 

(J.M.) 

p- 131, Chnpter C.^In Montaiglon'a edition, p. 194, this heading ii 
preaeded by the lin^s r 

C's cmameiice d parler det exemplet du NoMvd 
Teetameni depaii que Jiieu virii on 

venire de la Tierge Marie. 
Et premiere de la Magdelaine, (J. M.) 

p. 134, L 27, her easier the Magdalene. — The original has merely, m 
nier Marie, The translator is in error ; yet Caxton alao translates it, the 
tutter of Mary Magdaleiie. (T. W.) 

p. I3i, ]. 2S, loapaniile the labour ofthehoui. Hi., Marie ne lui venoil 
point aydierifaire ei appareiller i mengier, p. igB. (J.M.) 



NOTES, 



I 



p. 13G, 1. 5, the bofie that yhaue made/oryoure brelherea. — See also p, 4, 
I. ;; p. lis, 1. 35; p. 205, 1, 14, and Note to latter, Montaiglon puts a 
Note in his edition, p, 399, to the effect that the Paris MS. 7403 has h note 
in the margin by the phrase equivalent to that quoted above. The mar- 
ginalnotaia: " No. qn'il Est DEg liTre pour aes Ilk" (,I,M.) 

p. 138, 1. 24, CmtnleiM of J niou.— Montaiglon's note, p. 299: " Ls 
comtesae d'Anjou qui fondtt I'abbaye de Boui^neil est Emma, femme dn 
Guillanme dac d'Aqnitaine et comte de Poitiers ; elle fonda ee monast^re 
en 990. (Cf. !e Gallia Christiana de Sainte-Marthe, ia-fol. iv. aoi-7.)" 

(J.M.) 
p. 137, L 7, tcere broughl mta her ouie of the ayre.—Tbe French is : 
guant Fen H baiUoil *o» linre on ie» gam, que aucune /oiz ih le lenoieiit 
en fair lout par eme. M. 100. (J.M.) 

p. 137, Chapter CIV. The English of thia chapter doea not well follow 
the French; there are many differooeea to ba found, (J.M.) 

p. 138,1. 17, another eneaumpU of a haighth sorte. — This beautiful tala 
of the tneroiful knight ia told at greater length by Robert of Bruane, 
Handlyng Sinne, p. 130. A young knight pledged himself to avenge the 
slaying of his father, and to that end beaieged bia enemy in his (trong 
castle. On the Good Friday tbe beaieged man looked out and beheld the 
folk wending their way ohutohward; ao long waa it ainoe he heard maia 
that he decided to go too. He emerged from his ciutle, barefoot ; then tbe 
young knight met him, and would have stain him; but the other prayed 
him to forgive his lin on this day of days. In the end they wended to the 
church together :— 

And to fie clierche bojie fey jede. 

Byfore Je cros >I;b]j knelyd downa 

Yn )>e wurscbyp of Ihesu passyowne, 

For to kesse pe cros ]iat day, 

Aa custuma ys yn cryatyn lay. 

{>e elder knyst, for hononre, 

Jede fyrst, and kyst hys creature; 

Aftyr >an, ;ede ^la chylde, 

f>Bt was become meke and tnylde ; 

Wy]i Jie tokene lie gan hjni bleaae. 

And kneled down, J^ecras to keue. 

fie ornoylyir, >at Jiere waa layd, 

hys ormes fro the ems vpbreyd, 

And clepd )>e chylde hym betwyx, 

And aftyrwnrd kyst hym, Jiat crucyFyi. p. ij?. 
Durne-Jones painted a water-colour, "The Merciful Knight," in 18(13. 
Compare this tale with that of the juggler who, to do honoui to the Virgin, 
IWrformed daily before her altar, nnd to whom her image descended to wipa 
with tbe edge of her mantle the swent from bis brow. See p. 93, L'Etoi 
de Nacre, by Anatole France. (J. M.) 

p. 140, 1. 21, a goa«e.—lt must be borne in mind that at this time gowns 






e other iirticlea of dress were 
" T many years. (T. W.) 



'ery ooatly Ihingi, nnd were preserved 



« etbai ee e. 



p. HI, 1. 6, leiteinfoT brele of toAffe— M., eeile par k 
prittAfainpaindefovrmetil, p. aos. (J.M,) 

p. 142, 1. 16, ail nple. — This incident nf the poisoned apples forma a part 
of other nieiiieTal stories, as, for eiample, tbat of Parise In Ducbeaac, in 
which the conspirators agaiasl the 1if« of the duchess arnd ber n present of 
poisoned apples, one of which ia eaten by the duke's favourite nephew and 
causes hia death, and she is Bccuscd of the murder and condemned to be 
burnt. (T. W.) 

p, 142, 1. 26, offeade.—Kn evident error of the scribe for deffiaJe. (T.W.) 

p. lis, 1. 25, Ihi eipon'g laiiie rnfo hem, kc, — The Frenoh teit sajs that 
the five foolish virgins aiked for ail and " Ten leuc dist : Se$c!o vol, c'eat- 
^dire r|ti'ellea n'en auroient point," &c., p. ITO. (J. H.) 

p. 14S, 1. IS, t^l vj. monthei had be baregn, Ice. — The French tsit 
Tcada : et meamemenl aa eouiitie EUiabtih ttloil taciiiile bit* avoit vj. moii, 
qiiialoit brakaigne el paaf. aagf, p. 113. (J. M.) 

p. 118, 1. 27, renarii^ regard. See Glossary. (J. M.) 

p. 160, 1. 21, qutnt Ettn. 8ee Chapter XCVII, p. 117. (J. M.) 

p. 151, 1. 11, Aiid after thin.— The editor of the French text haa re- 
niikrked here that the Knight has fallen into n singular error in placing the 
msrHage at Cana earlier in date thnn the scene of Ctirlst's disputation with 
the doctors. (T.W.) 

p. 161, L 16, preehe ayensl Ote hm and the mavitrtt 0/ the lave.— The 
EVench text reads that Christ tdtoit aU ditpater el preichier contre tei 
mign de la log. The text then adds something that our translator dis- 
regardi: Bg euidalabonne dame que ilfeatt Monti oimxel, ka.; the good 
woman thougbthe had asoended into heaven. (J. M.) 

p. 161, 1. 21, ki» gret pmdenee and tcieiiet. — M. reads ; lei talgei torn 
ealiakis dugraat tern qaeili troacoieHf e» ltd, iko., p. 317. (J. M.) 

p. 163, 1. 10, tA«bi/'ara<jrmefA«{i(Hi[Km.irui;, i.e., that had previouHly 
been married. These "goodlodyes" were widows. The French text nya : 
elltt K leaoitnl teiitlemeat el nelteaieiil en tear vefceU, which oar trans. 
lator renders : they leued ekiutel!/, cUnlg, and hoigls in tkaiee vtanere. 
The word xnaraied, L 18, is also remarltaUe. The tranalator appean to 
have returned to, and misconstrued, the eipressioa a few lines Itoolc : A 
qm nul ne t'appareiUe, said in connexion with the " glorious maide Marie," 
Blthough be has already adequately tendered it : viUo loAom there mag be 
„aeompnri,f,n,l.ir. (J.M.) 

p. 1S3, Chapter CXUI. The division of Chapters is not here the same 
M in M. Chapter CXII continues in the French to P,-eiaiireme«l je y 
metlray la ivyae Jehanne de France, p. aig. (In our edition ; AndfutH 
]/ iJteive you of the noble prineeise Johaune, tioin late giiene of Fraunee, 
I6I/1.) (J. M.) 

p. 154, 1. 2, prineesse Johaana.~T)ie Knight aays of licr; quiv-'agairet 
qn'eileTiiOiiTiittfsiieaigeeldrgaifile rie,kc.,p. no. Montaiglon'a note 



is: "La reine Jeanne de France o'est paa la femme de Charles V, mariA) 
en 1349 et morte en 1377, cinq one aprta la Gom|H)st(ioD du livie dee £n- 
aeignements ; ni Jeamie, filte du coiiite lie Boulogne, seconite femme de 
Jean II, marine en 1349 et morte en 1361, dji ana Brant que lu chevalier 
^crivit; maU Jeanne, fllle de Louis, comte d'Erreni, troisj^nie femme du 
roi de France Cliarlea IV, dit 1b Bel, mortis en 1315 ; veuve en 1328, et 
morte en 1370, aprba avoir passd la fin de aa vie dans la plus ferventa 
pratique dea bonnea ceuvres; le mot du olievalier de La Tour taorte n'a 
gairci proave qu'il n'a pu pecser qu'i celle-li." p. 399. (J. M.) 

p. 151, 1. 7, duclieese el cetera.— Tbia in M. ia la ducheeie d'Orliani, 
p. 120. — To hia reading Montaigton gaj^e; "Si la phraee mUtive i, la 
ducbeaae d'Oryaus, 'qui moult a eu X Gonffrir et B'eat toujoura tenue 
aainctemeat demnt et aprfea ' (see 154/7), ^^oi' une interpolation, on la 
rapporteroit nature! lement i. la belle et touohante TalentJce de Milui. 
Si elle eat bien du chevalier de La Tour Landry, cela eat impoaaible, car 
Valentine n'^pouaa le dnc Lonia d'OrMaos qn'en 1389. Avant elle il 
y a eu uno autre ducbeese d'Orl^ana, Blanche, fille de Charles IV le Bel 
et de la reine Jeanne dont noua venona de porlcr, n^ en 1327 et morta 
le 7 f^vrier 1392, api^ avoir ^pousi^, le j8 Janvier 1344, Philippe dnc 
d'Orl^anB, dernier fila de Philippe VI de Valoia, et mort le l" aeptembre 
1375 eaiu enfanta l^Umea. Ce qaine parolt supporter cette interpretation, 
o'eat que le MS. de L. (Londrai) eat le xeul qoi diae la ducheite d'OrUani, 
et lea autres la dueheeie dareBiire de ce»te roi/iie, ce qoi ne peat aa 
ramprendre que demiire Glle de la reine Jeanne, et cette premibre dncheise 
d'Orl^ana est en r^it4 ea demitire fille.— 3qr ce Philippe d'Orl^ana, on 
pent voir un article de Polliiohe dans lo Sfercure de France, num^ de 
juillet 1749, p. 3-9." p- 299. Caxton has the dacheate of OTliimnee for 
onr dvehene el cetera. See Note below to ISI/18. (J. M.) 

p. 1B4, 1. 10, lit CDunlenB moder vnto the erle et cetera. The French ia 
rimply : la contesic mire au conte, p. 220. Caiton has tie good counleaia 
ofRovieyllon. See Note below to 154/l8. (J. M), 

p. 154, 1. II, Aofo tiat noblg tlie goaeened her eelff and uied holy Igff". — 
The tranalator, irbo aeema to have (alien comparatively little iotereat in the 
examples aelected from modern hiatory, has here abridged his original, which 
reads, ctunmenf elle t'eet KOblement goueernie en ea vefveti et nourri tea 
anffant et ta ierre bien goutemi et vai de bonne vie. (T. W.) 

p. 1B4, 1. 13, (le age fff xxv «r^nler w/ianne ier lorde deide. — The 

translator again miBreada hia text. The Frendi text reada that the 

I bBronees remained a widow for twenty-five years : une baronesie , . . 

Ipii a resti bien vefte Veapace de ringt-cinj am, et eiioil Jeunae et belie 

f faanl aon leigneur mouTul, p. 210. (J.M.) 

p. 164, 1. 18, And tiig good ladi. — Bt la voa> deaclai\tiaij 1 c'eat madiime 
ctArtua. French original. Canton gives this chapter as follows: — 
0/ (lie quene Johane 'if Fravme. Capilalo crj. 

The good queue Jane of Fraunce.whiche of late passed out of this world, 
and the whiche was wyse, of hoi; Ijf, and tnoche charytable, and also ful 



NOTES. 



Dfdeu 



lieldhi 



ttuiC grete tli^rnge were tc 
duchesae of Orliaunce, whicl 
cienlj and lialilj, but to loi 
Condyciom. Also »e may n 
whiche, she beynge a wydo 



BO cleoly Kud so noble by eo good ordeasnuce, 
reberce it. After, by her Bhal we set the 
in her iyf Buffred moch, but ehe kept her euer 
; it were to recoutite of her good Iyf >nd good 
t forgete the good ooantesaa of KonsByllon, the 



BOO peoayble dyd nouryiiahe her children, the wbiche also kepte good justyce 
and held ber Imid and pepte in pees. Also I wylle telle yow of a baron- 
netBe whiche duellyd in our countrey, the whiche was in wydowhede by the 
Rpace of .iiiv. yere, and nae yonge and fayr whnnne her lord deyde, and 
of many one ihe wbb requjred; but Hbe Hayd in her aecrete that for the lone 
of her lord and of her children she shold neuer be wedded, and held her in 
her wydowhede clenly withoute ony reproche, wherof aha ought to be preysed. 
And her name I ihalle daelHra Tnto yow, it was my lady of Tertas. (T.W.) 

p. 184,1.22, Sow it hefeft vnto her lin the li/rae and loarney ofCrecg. — 
^e tranalator here omits an essential thing, probably through misreading. 
The French text nma that the lady had been a widow from the time of the 
battle of Creny; qai est Tffve dii le terns da la baiaille de Crecj/, 
p. 121, CJ-M.) 

p. 155, 1. i, the ■miff' nf a kiiigM,—Tbe French text reads laekelier, 
p. 221. Thi9 is the reading of Pang MS. ;403, The other Paris M8. 
(7073) and the London MS. have chevalier. Montaiglon remarks, p. 300, 
that bachtUer did not apply only to literary degrees, and is Uio oom.'ct 
term. Caiton translates the passage ; the vtff of a tiftnple man. In 
regard to bacMier, cf. r— 

Byschopes and baehelera, and banOFettes nobille, 
That bowes to hie banere, bnske whene hym lykys. 

Morte Arthure, 3/6-. E. E. T. S. 






fjys yche elajn knyjt had a etylde, 
A doghty bachelere, and a wylde. 
Cest chiualer qe fu oacis, 
Pruz et uaillant aaeit un &z. 

Robert of Brunne, p. I3O/3803. 



i.E.T.3. 



p. 15fi, 1. 23, Bepentame.— Oar translator departs from the order of the 
French test after this, the comparison of the nightingales coming in 
Chapter CXV (M., p. 334), in conneiion with the following anecdote:— 

Dontjf ifaifbien un exemple ifun limple e&evalier qui eipouia une grant 
dame, mai's, toatea Utfoit gue mettire de Borral le veoil, le premier taiut 
que il Ivi fill n erioit lui tabler, et puis "lui dit que it reaemhle a« roi- 
tignol) ear, qiiant le roitigaol a jouy de S6> amourf, il suble, Sy vout 
dy hien qua le cheialier n'eet mie }ii» de la bourde, quelque ehiire que 
il en feist. 

Montaiglon annotates this Doniil : 
Gillei de Boavier, dit Kerry, pramie 
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(foiulg Colbert, No, 91653.5.5), ja voia dans le Poitou, au nom da aire da 
'Berval, qu'il portoit d'acgent ^deuz fseiws de gueulea." M., ]>. 300. (J. M.) 
p. 157, 1. %7,piUlt htr payne in trauaite. — M., la preade /emme qui niif 
paiiie tl traDait dlenir neltement ton corpi, p. 225. (J.M.) 

p. 158, ]. 1, ihe precious margitariU. — The pbrise also occars Again 
163/4: he lilKned aueie <i woman vnfo aprecioat Joargarile, the whiehe ia 
a bright ihiage, rauHde, vihiie, and dene, a ilone 10 tlere and faire that 
there it no taeke thtrein, nor tpolte of rncletme[a]. This Isat in more tbe 
rendering of tbe fint than of the last corresponding paBsage in the Ftench -. 
car il CappelU la precieitte tnargarile, c'eat une fine perfo, qui est blanche, 
ronde el clire,mnt taiehey veoir. M., p. 326. The eeeond paasage ia the 






worda of Christ on good and cbaste women : Vtia precios: 

paravit earn. M., p. 233, See alao iaO/13. Cf. ; — 

Perlc pleaaunte to piyncea paje, 

To clanly clos in golde ao olere, 

Outa of oryent I hardjly saye, 

Ne proued i nener her precioa pere, 

So round, bo reken in Tche araye. 

So amal, Eo Bmo)ie her eyde; were. 

The Pearl, l~6. Early English AlUterative Foema, p. 1 . E.E.T.S. (J. M.) 

p. 158, Chapter CXVII. The division of chapters here again differs 

from the division in the Franch test, where Chapter CXVH commencea 

with the paBsaga caCTeBponiilng to oar Wherapon that and they aatee ani 

yonge man, tc., 168/2?. M., Danl il advenoit, ftc., p. 127. (J. M.) 

p. 158, 1.21,iSt> Saoal de Luge <£ ;SiV Piere de Lags. — In the origiosl 
It ia, Mesiire Saoal de Lagrs el Vaalre Meaire Oieffroy. These nanUg 
appear to be unknown in history. One of the French MSS, reads Lugne 
while another haa Lrtge, us in the EnglUh. Caxton gives the name as 
lyeye. (T. W.) 

p. 158, 1. 2*. Ckarmyloar, CicaaU, or Sarmitre. M., Ckarny, Bouci- 
quaal ou Sainlri. The names in the English are mutilations of those in 
the Eranoh. For Saintri, Paria M3. 7403 baa Cainlri, and London MS. 
Saint-Tref. Monlaiglon'a note, p. 300, tella us that Charny ia Geofiroy de 
Charny, lord of Lirey, who figured in the wars after 1337 and who died at 
Poitiers. The other names are well known. (J. M.) 

p. 1E8, 1. 33, a yonge eguier. — The Freach teit itaelf niakea no mention 
of II iqiiire; but Paria MS. 7073 reads Sg arriva «» icuyer [M., p. 300). 
I [J.M.) 

I p. 159, 1. 18, cleped apargevant, — The French says that the young man 
I oalled a minatrel and gave him the costume : Hg appella un meneeirel et 
Ivi donna aa coete et la luifial vettir. M., p. 327. [J. M.) 

p. 181, 1. 17, and ™der one thanke. Proi»bly a bad reading of the 
I^nch " tattt le paate." Mate totitte xoie» ee e*i mal dit, ftc. M., p. 230. 
(J.M.) 

1. 181, 1. 38, luahe at be nrortki and blame. The whole of this sentence 
li the tranalator'a rendering of Sy roatdroge que cellvi lempi/iat renenit: 
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ear je peaie que U ii'en/easl m!e tnai de llosmiej coiiinte il fit d preient, 
M.,p. 331. ,(J-M.)" 

p. 161, 1. 33, aa here hffOTK y ham iolde (/ou.— In the origiuBl there 
foltowH here aaather anecdote of Geoliroj de Lugre, nhich onr (ranalatoc 
bH thought proper ta omit. £t rout dirag eveorei plut, comme fat) ouy 
campttT & plaeimri alemtiere qui tirtat eellut meitire Gifffioy de Zvgrt 
et aalres, que, ne il cKeraueiatt par U jwy«, <l demaiulait : "A qui at 
eellm hwbergemail li?" el Ten lui deitt : "Cent A telle;" n la dame 
ftuit blaiMie de ion imtneur, il te tortitt avant d'an qvari de lieae que ii 
ne ventid devant la port*, el lay feitl Un pet, et puia prattn'st an piiji de 
croye qu'il pOFlott e» so» saiiihei,et etcriiiat ^i la parte ou en ruii : "Uh 
pet, un pet" el yfaisoil um lignet, el ten venshi. Hi aiaei, on conlraire, 
te il paa»a»i derant VosUl 6, dame oh damoieelle de tonne rentmaiUe, se il 
n'eiut jnoull grant Aatie, il la veiuitl neoir el Auehail; "ifa tonne amj/e, 
on bonae dame, au damoyitUe, je pHe d Diea que en eett hien et eetie 
honneur il toot vueUle maintenir eit nombre dee boiinei ; car bien devez etire 
lovde el Aoitnimrie." Et par eelle voye les hotmet ee craiagnoient tt le 
fenoient pliie ferme» et plus cloiea de nejiiire ijiose doni. ellei pcKMen' 
perdre lenr Aoniiew et lear etial. Si/ touldroi/e que cellai tempi fust 
rerena, itc. Thia jninigraph ia truiBlated Ke fuliows by Canton: — 

1 Aaue herd re&erced of mans tnggklet u'liiche aats anil k«eir>e the aayd 
tyre Geffrof de Lsege, \oiii that at ke rode thoragh the countrey, and a» he 
ofpyed and tawe tome plaee or launoyr, he dematinded and atked the 
plaee, and gf he vnderttinle 6y ony maner that the ladif of the munogr or 
place taere bla«ied of il«r honour and icorship, he ahold haae gone oute of 
hie rfght nay, rather than Ae had tiot gone to the gate of tie same place, 
and mate there a fayite, and put and eelle his signet agiynsie t\e yaie, 
aad thtnne rode agegne into hie ryght tnag. And conlrarg 1o this dede,gf 
hit happed to hym lo paste before the plaee of a good and renmnmed ladg 
or datnoysdU, al Aad he tieiier to grefe hole, he loenle to *ee her, aad $agd 
to her," My goodfrende," other "my lady," or ell" damoyielt," "Ipraytlo 
God that in f Am toelthe and honotire Ae tcylle euer hold and maynleae yota 
into the nombre of the good teymmeB,for wel ye oughte to be preyiid and 
VMrihippei," And thue, ty Ihii maTier and woy, 'Ae good BrymuMn drad 
aad held thtm more tttre fro doyage ony Ihynge toAerby they myjkl leie 
thtyr tBonhip and konoure. Wksrfore 1 wold that tyme were eome ageane. 
For, Of I Kent, many one ehdld not be blamed and diffamed at they he noio. 

Messire GeofFro; de Lugre must hnve been a rather singular individual. 
(T. W.) 

The London MS. givea the nuue aimply Gieffroy ; Paris 74Q3 has Lugne ; 
.Faiie 7073 Luge ; vhile Caxton renders it aa Lyegc. (J. M.} 

p. 162, 1. 7, ao nohle and trtce viaa the lame of Ood.— Tha Franch s»y« : 
pe poiir OT ne pour argent die n'enfeuit rachelie, (anf noble feuit, leloa la 
loydeBiea. M., p. 131. (J.M.) 

p. 169, 1. IJ, 111 Praidnee, in Spaine, in Aivgotie. — In the original it ii, 
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p. 102, 1. 15, la taiaplacei, &c. — The originsl Bnumerntee the ptmiih- 
meDts OS fotlowa : En ancang tieux ten ieur cotppe lei gorgei, fii autrti 
lieux I'en lei murtrisl A louaillone, tn avtm lieux I'en let einmure. 
Ciiiton trftnsla6sB It, J» tomme ptaeea' mea kytU of theire throtef, ami in 
»omme Ihey III teded before Ike peple, and in other place* Iheg be meared 
or put bytweae. iiso tealtei. (T, W.) 

p. 163, 1. G, a jtrecioua margarile, — See note ftbove to p. 15S, i, i. 
Une marsuerile, explkioa tlie French text, eet nne grotse peile Tioaile 
d'oriaal, ciire, blanche tt nelle. M p 333. {J M) 

p. 183, 1. 28, it «we afotile ttit ge to take a /aire aatle rate on ( pnile 
hem in a tlynlting vetteit. — The French teil pravidea quite a different 
illuBtntJOD : auuy comma c'eU laide ehote & baillxei- 11a Uunc el dtlii 
cveuJ'reekief d sn grant neigntHr oiiquel an lu\ baillant Ctn tfpeadroU 
ijrotm goaUe» iTencre noire, el aneey cellei gauttee noiret lea etpandee ear 
Hne aif^d4e de laii qui eil Hand, &c M p 2^4 (,J M.) 

p. 185, L 22, (y doughlert.—M.., iilumeun jillee, p. 336. (J. SI.) 

p. 167, 1. 17, Sgre Foueqaes de Laual. — M., Mtiiire Foalqitei de Laval, 
f, 239. Montiugloa Bti,y», p. 301 : " Meesire Foalgues de Laval ^tait le fill 
de Gay IX ds Montmorency Laval, I'epoui de Jeanne Cliabot, dame de 
KaiB, et le ohef de la brotiche iJe Laval-Itms; il mourut en 1360. 
(Cf. P»ri», V. 85.)." (J. M.) 

p. 167, Second Chapter CXX. This is C:hapter 131 in M. (p. 339). 
Our Chapter CXXI is Chapter isa in M. Chapter 133 (M., Chappitre 
VI"1I1', p. 344) is omitted Erom our book. (See footnote, p. I?l.) Thi» 
19 the missing chapter : — 
" Que nallej'emme ae doil point croire hop legterement ce qiCon lui dit. 

CHAPPITRE V1"III', 

ET pour ce eat nolle chose h toute femme de bjen et d'onneur y prendre 
garde et Boy garder, et non mie croire trop de legier ce que Tan leiir 
diet, et se prendre de garde de oealx qui uaent de teltes fauluetez et qui font 
de petiK aignea et des fanli EeDiblanii, comine de fauli regars Ions et penaia, 
et de petia soui^pira, et de mervei Ileuses contenances aBect^es. et oat plna de 
paroles & main qne autras gens. Sy eat bon de aoj gnrder de bellea mani^rea 
de gena qui veulent naer de avoir tel aitcle : car Is bonne femme qni bien 
ae acet garder de telx gena doit eatre moult lou^e et honnoor^e. Car o'eat 
grant bonneur et graut victoire svoit fait de esohiver le mal langaige 
du monde, et qui ae puet tenir nettement et hora de leura foiles porZeurbs, 
Sana oe que oellee follea langnes puiaaent dire ne racompter quo >\x I'aient 
trouv^ en nulle foibles»e ne molests de cuer, ne qui >e pulssent bourder ne 
gangler de ellea, et cestes bonnea femmea qui ainai se tiennent fermea, 
et qui aicai ae ruaeut de leiirs faulces malices, lioiveDt eatre bien loupes 
entre lea bonnes, toot ain« comine i'en ioue lea bona chevaliera et les bona 
escuiera qui pasaent par vultance et par bonneur ; par la paioe qoe ilz y ont 
trait tool autrea pour le grant labour quo ill j out aouffert pour venir 
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!k lionneur, Eant ilz plus prlaiez et liuiuioiirez que gi 
auBS; et pur meillciu raieon doit eetre k bonnB damo i 
homieiir cootre tellea mani^res de gees qui oinsi useni 
que man entente n'est point pur ceat livre h btaiBiner bonne amour et cenlx 
qui usenb de loyaulte ; car moult do granx bietis et hoonenra en sont 
■dvenue, Maia la bonne dame do Villon, qui tant fut belle et preode 
fomme, dont par sa bont£ at aa beault^ moult de cbatalicra furent amoureux 
de elle, et elle, qui moult fut saige et de grant gouTernement, leur diaoit 
que toute saige feuiuie qui bieu vouloit Dettement garder son Lonneur doit 
■vant essaier son amy, c'eat celui qui la prye ou qui lui fait semlilaiit 
d'amonr. Et quant elle Taura eaprouve vij. anx, adonc elle sera certaine Be 
il I'aycQe de cuer ou de bnucbe. Et lors le pourra aecoler pour singne 
d'amour, sans plus. Mua de ceate bunna dame je me taie, cat elle avoit le 
cuer trop dur. 11 est bien meetier que cellea de aujourd^uj aient le euer 
plus piteuli, et. se Dieux plaiat, sy auront ellei;, car trop long temps 
a en vij, ans. Le plus d'elles n'attendront pa* que elles ii'ea ayent plna 
brief mere;, se Dieu plaiat. Mea belles filler, je vous laisaeray un pen de 
cest fait et de cestea Galoisea, ot vona comptoray un debat qui est entre 
vostre lu^re et moy, ear le Out qu'elle debat que nulla fenmie ue doit amar 
par amauca, fors en certains caa, et je aouatiens le oontraire, et pour 
ce est le debat d'ectre elle et de mo;, Eur lequel je vueil raoompter." 
M., p. 244. (J.M.) 

p. 169, 1, 4, of the Galoi/t aad Oaloyaea. — Whence tlie Knigbt derived 
tliia strange ator; it would not be easy to guess. Id old Freucb, galloitt 
meant a wsman who lived licentioualy. (T. W.) See Glossary. 

p. 171, Chapter CXXIT.— The whole of the debate between the Knight 
and bis lady is contained in ooe chapter in the French edition (Cliap[ntre 
VI"IIII', p. J46). The French chapter 125 (M,, p. 266) is our Chapter 
GXXXIV, p. 186, Sow We holy lady approtmeit the lieraayte. (J.M.) 

p. 171, 1. 32, aiul'qf gour moder. — She was Jeanne de Bougd, the first 
wife of the Knight of La Tour-Landry. She was still alire at this time, 
for she did not die before 1 383. (T. W.) 

p. 174, 1. 7| al. ki/iigeii and'jtii. CM other penones and too. — SI., plus 
<le il. tuy» et plui de cent milie personn&i, p. 2411, The Loudon MS. has 
Iz. TOyi. M., p. 301. (J.M.) 

p. 174, L 22, fomle delyten aiuT ptayeaanee aithia (he CVifreie.— The 
French again ^ves more details ; U /ut deux loyneg par df^ la mer gut 
fcurs/anit delU de luxure/aiaaient aiu tenihres le jtady absolu el le laixt 
txtidredg aaari, qaant I'en eeiaitignBil let ckandtUet, et en leurs oratoira, 
&0. M., p. 350. Jendi absolti waa the Thursday of tbe Holy Week. Aa 
to le taint vendredg aOBre, mmpare : — 

JHin tyl byt on Jie gode frj day. 
Aoint le vendredi (i&ure 
Qe Deu pur nus fu ernoiGit, 

Robert ot Brunne's Handlyng Syane, I3O/3819. 
In connexion with tbe service of Tcnebrae, the Dictionnnire ile 
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rAcad^mie Fnn9BiBe Ba;g ; " En parl&nt De I'Oftice de la Setnune Bointe, 
on appello 5V»^e», lea Matinea qui ee ch»ntent I'sprH-dlnSo do Mercredii 
du jBudi et da Vendredi," (J, M.) 

p. 177, 1. 18, a ladg lo abome I gyne no name, Ike wMehe ye wcnif ouea 
to eee her.— Has tlie Kniglifa liistorj, p. 18. (J. M.) 

p. 17r, 1. 23, Ye prai/ct her of lose, &c.— CaJton lias tratuJated tliis 
paaeage imperfectly, or perhapa some words have been omitted by his 
printers. The original is, St les respoimeii ne furenl par irop lautaiffea, 
mait aaaez coarlcHieiet hien legieTeitee, el, pour le grant lemblant qu'elle 
toutfiit, voM voM retragilen de la dtmander,et leelle lefuit tm«e unpeu 
plaa eouverte el plat iitaplement, roae Ve»»aiia prUe. (T.W.) 

p. 181, 1. 11, at Ihedm-e.—M.., d la parte de I'eglue, p. 253. (J.M.) 

p. 182, 1. 19, ne Zorfy of Coiuii!/, fto. M., la dame de Coaeij. Our 
Verger, 1, 20, should be Fergi. M. hns Vergy. These are well-known 
Btoried, and were great favourites in the middle agis. Concerning the 
duchetee [v. IS2/i[), Montaiglon says, p. 301 : "il n'cet paa hubs! simple de 
GdiVoir ce qu'est lluatoire de Ja ducheBse. J'avois peos^ an ronian de 
Farise la DuuheiiBe ; maia il ne convieut nnllement," The historj of the 
Chatelwne of Vergi has come down to na in a number of MSS., one in the 
Sodleian Ubrarj, and a number of editions of the poem have been made. 
The latest is that of Dr. Srandin, published London and Paris, 1 903, with aa 
Englisbiag by Alice Kemp- Welch. Thia text ia, with a few modiGoalions, 
that of Raynaud'a earlier edition (1 Sg:). Dr. Biandin says, p. xviii, that 
the reader will see in Raynaud's introduction "how the Lady of Vergi 
became, as early aa the fourteenth century, the Lady of Vergier, and how 
ahe waa confoDnded, at the end of the eighteenth century, with the heroine 
of a romance which enjoyed the greatest success in the middle ages— the 
Ch»telaine of Couci." (J. ^.) The Chastelaine dc Vei^ will he found in 
Sorbazan's Fabliani, vol, iv. p. 196, and in Le Grand d'Aussy, vol. iv. 
p. 98. (T.W.) 

p. 183, 1. % , playenga uIlL me. — In the original it is, Dtmt il advUtt UHe 
foil jae tout plaia de cheialieri el de danief jouaxent on Roy qui lie meat 
pour dire verili da non t'aiaie, Caiton Appears not to have known ux 
English name for the game, the nature of which is eaHil; seen and nnder- 
stuod. An account of It will be found in the fabliau of Le Sentier Battu in 
Barbazan, vol. i. p. 100. (T. W.) 

p. 183, 1. 32, CyH (A« /jme o/'seuen yefe aiHt an half be passyif & gone. — 
See the French Chapter laj, printed above. (J, M.) 

p. \i3,\.W, Bal at the latt he tayd lo mt. "Lady of the Toivre," ka.— 
Caxton's text is nothing bnt a mesa here. The unnamed knight who spoke 
of love could hardly have called her "Lady of the Tower" before her 
marriage. His wordi should really end at 1 in good!feythe he liold'aeuer 
epeke to me Iherof (1. 28). M., el en bonne fog o»qae) puis ne fn'en parla, 
p. 161. At thia point our Knight himself breaks in: M., Loraje lui dit: 
''Jttadaiiie de La Tour, ions ctla tiionll male el eflrange . , , 4c.," 
J. ifij. (J.M.) 



p. 183,1. 32, Igke the ladif oflhtfacilk Caxton has liere itiade a droll 

lilerol tiBuUtion. The originsd U, Vovt rtittmhlet maiiame de La Jaille. 
M. de Montiiiglon iiuppoiea thia to have been Marguorito dame de Li Jaillo, 
the wife of Hardouin de la Porte, lord of Vesinj in Anjou, one of irhoea 
children w»8 married in Jnly, 1388. (T.W,) 

p. 185, 1. IB. Aiul Sj/byUe jajift.— The original, as edited by U. de . 
Montaiglon, hi*. Et la roytte de SaJbba dUt : but one of lbs French mann- 
■oripti reads, la rojpie Sthille, which waa evideallj the text CutoD hnd. 
Either ia a curious authority an the Bubject. (T. W.) 

p. 18E, 1. 33, Ike DacAem of ^auy?r«.— Bavaria, of course. In tha 
French text it is, J'ai/ ouy raeonier tTune ilamt de Baniire, na M. de 
Montuglon piinta it, for it maj of course be read Saiiiire. (T. W.) 

p. 185, 1. 36, couraeri, and" hakiKi/i, amt derf. aiiifrnchefarrynsa, 4o. — 
M., gaingaoit eourenl afuLr d etllaijeu coriaetjdrapi, jieuiiti de vei;ptrUt 
et gratu jrH/aalr, 4o., p. 285. (J. M.) 

p. IBfl, 1. 2S, He pToaod of Acquylet, — This is a vary weU-known 
medieval story, which will be found in a melHcat form in M^n'a NoavesD 
Hecaeil de Fabliaux, torn. ii. p. 187. (T.W.) 

p. 191, 1. 1, and^maile ihechale,tBhfTe ath^r tresoure wat in, to I^iraisf. 
— The Frenoh text says she had her bed made deoant VmIi iThm (our oii 
eitoit ta cheianee et ton or, et j?rt melire la elef de oelle trmr iceifts eit kt 
drapel soubt ta rei»t. M., p. 2ri. (J. M.) 

p. IBl. 1. n, iij the xxtt patle.—M.. le 7-xjf. (J. M,) 

p. ISl, I. SO, hnt suche plate at Iheij eavie ahrode, Ikal uiai a coup aad'a 
pyece only. — This would appear to have been the ordinary amount of plate 
exhibited on the sideboard of a single person who made no show. The 
original ii,/or» to vaiteetle d'argenl de ehascua jaar. (T. W.) 

p. 1B2, 1. 3J, to be «iorihipped:—CiutoB lias Ojnitted the following rather 
interesting passage, which follows what represents these words in the 
original text : el id eaoieat let vitneitralx el plvsieiira ituiiiiiaau, d, ^i 
elU/aiioit moult grant ekih-ft, tt lenr donnnit dii titn largement, tant 
gu'ilt Vamnient i, grant merceillee, ttUemetU que, qaand elle ful morle, ilt 
enfitent use ehamon de rigret d'elle, oiiily a au rtffrain : 

Belat! A la Galo»«iire 
H'aroiu noia pl«s bel alee, 
Comme endroit ma dame ehiere. 
Qui tajit Hout to«loit amtr. 

M aiui la regretoient. Etaprime elle avoit telle couilame, &c. (T.W.) 
p. 193, 1. 26, tpoa lie Frydai/.—'M. adds also et U lamedi, p. 2/6, 
{J. M.) 

V-'i-Si,l.a,MsladsCeeyleofBaaemjtle.~M.,madanieOlivedeBelUrille, 
p. a?B. Paris M9. 70?3 has A line. Montaiglon laja, p. 303 : " Dons la 
traduction anglafse du temps de Haiu-y VI {cf. Retrosp. Review, p. 193), ello 
ot^pptiieCeajleofBallecylle. Dans oe passage il y a une fautode lecture 
ou d'impression : il ne fallmt pas tU held fit Doinaye, mala ihe held ia 
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doHM^e.— Dans I'araioriaJ deji ciW de Gillei deBouvier, on trqme,dftnBla 
partie aoiuacr(<e au Poitou, I'^cn dn eeigneur de Sellerille, quRtre de guenles 
Ht quatre tb [6b A szur et d argenl — Elle ^tn t pent-ftre de la fanullo de 
Jean de Harpedenne S° du nom tieigiieur de Bellev lie en Ftntou que 
Ohsrles VII mana h Marguente aa acenr nstureile fiUe de Charles TI 
et d'Odatte de Cbampd vers la pet te reii e Oar t»it liiiB rfotti(i[T]ye, 
193/37- (J M 1 

p. 194, 1. 4 vg! te ti e rft yere^v — M tot fr re If ml tie i j-o y mil 
liim de rent, p. 2(6. {J. M.) 

p. 194, Cliap. CXSXVn— In M., Chapter 128, oontaiaing tbe whole 
stuij of Cato and hit son, and ending the buok. (J. M.) 

p. 186, 1. 3, ha^ to name Cailuixel. — Catboa was the medieval form of 
the Roman name Cato, and Cathonet was the diminutive of it — littlo Cato. 
It is need here as the name of distinction between the son anil tbe father. 
It is hardly neeesBarj fo say that Cato was a verj oelebrated individual 
during tiie middle ages, especially foe his wiee eajingg, a reputation which 
arose from the popularity of the Disticba de Moribux. (T. W.) 

This singularly ourioua stoi'y about Cato and hie son appears to have 
been founded upou^ or at least it is in substance identical with, a tale in 
the Geeta Itomanorum, chap. 124. It is found slightly varied in tbe detail* 
in tbe Dolopathoa of Berbers, and forciB the first story in tbe well-known 
Facecieueee Nuits of Straparola. The name of Cato is only given to the 
hero in this form of tbe story under nhlch it presenta itself in tbe book of 
the Knight of La Tour-Landry. (T.W.) 

p. 197,1. 16, /o be confute in eugrc antt olker apijsei. — In tbe original 
it is, d leJU eonfire en ionns drosit- (T. W.) 

p. 205, 1. 14, in Ihe boote of mi/ too )anne». This does not appear in M., 
which reads : si coinme il e^t conUmt en livre du taige», et ausii en une 
emngilh, p. 230. (J. M.) 



EXTHA NOTES. 
, 1. B, 1/ imee cume touyatdes lae my .iij. doaghfers. — With the list ot 
B edition of i8fiS issued with " The Minor Foems of William 
Lauder " was the following note ; " Mr. Wright's atatement on p. rij, 1. 13- 
14, that the Knight ' baa in no instance mentioned the number of bis 
dangbtera' must be understood as applying to the French MSS. examined 
by the French editor, M. Anatole do Montaiglon, whose Preface Mr. Wright 
was abstracting, and not to the Engliah toit. M. A. de Montaiglon says ; 
Quon( aux JUtte, tliet doireat avoiriU ait nomhe de IroSs ; en ejfef, li 
aueim de> manuterife gae vo«i aeons vat «e purofi aeoir apparleau A 
Gffforey . , . loutea Ui fuis ga'il y a une miniature imliale, oh j roW 
toujovri IfoUfilUt, et il n'est pat a croire que eette renemhlaiice »e aoit 
pas originaireiBenl produile par line premUre source aHtli''nlique. Accord- 
ingly, the early English version edited by Mr. Wright for tbe Society 
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states distinctly on p. 2, 1. 5, y same come towardes me my ,itj. dovghters, 
though the correspondiiig passage in the French edition of 1854, p. 3| 1. 14, 
is only et vy mesfilles venir. The miniature of the English MS. also g^ves 
the Ejught three daughters." 

p. 26, Chapter XIX. — With this tale of the trial of wives compare The 
Taming of the ShreWf Act V, Sc. ii, wherein the husbands send for their 
wives and Petruchio proves Katharina. (J. M.) 



By JOHN MUNllO. 
[It luw befu neceSBary to make an entirely new gloauary, a great nnuiber 
□f important worda having been omitted in tbe old one. A list of nnte- 
vorthy phrases is also added. I haee mode differences in, and additions ti>, 
the Notes dealing with the text subsequent to p. 30, the old ones, by 
Thomas Wright, being initialled T. W., and the new ones J. M.] 

CONTRACTIONS USED. 
ad/., adjective, [ from the French by 

adv., adverb. William Canton, 1481. 

AS., Anglo-aaion. Ed. Mary Noyes Col- 

Cai. Dial., Diali^ues in vin, E.E.T.S. 1893. 

Frencb and Engliab, loe., Icelandic. 

by William Caxton. int., intrauEitive. 

Ed. H, Bradley, L., Latin. 

E.E.T.S. 1800. M., Le Livre dn Cheva- 

Eneyd-, Caiton'a Eney. UerdelaToutLandry. 

do8, 14B0. Ed. W. Ed. Montaiglon. Pa- 

CuUey and Dr. Fur- ris, 1864. 

nival], E.E.T.8. 1890. n., noun. 
F., Frencb, OF., Old French. 

G., German. OHCOldHighCerman. 

Sod, of Bol., Qodeflioy U)., plural number. 

□f£oloyne, tranalat^ j paat,, post tetitie. 



pais,, poaeesajve chec. 
jjp,, past participle. 
pret,, present tenie. 
pron.. prnnonn. 
«., singular nmnber. 

1, first person. 

3, third person. 

Vei^, Ia Chfitelaine de 
Vergi. Ed. Brandln. 
London and Faria, 
1903. 

Vill,, (Euvres de Fran- 
cois Villon. Ed. 



p. 267, 
obratded, i: post. 3 s. upbraided 

37/5. &S.up-^hregdan. 
Kbragge, r. abridge 8/33, OF, 
abrtgier, L. alAireviarB. 
\ aboBion, n. deception I7I/9. F. 



f iwoiiaatoure;, «;i. 1 



8 130/9. 



(A ohichB, adv. niggardly lS6/jo. 
M. rficie, p. 200. 
acoynted, v. patt. 3j. acquainted 
74/13. M. aceainta, p. 117, OF, 



AS. 



^ Note I 
repeaented 1 



AkI. The instruii 



Aoquylea, 11. Aquilea IS6/23. 

AcquilUe, p. 266, 
aduoultro, 11. adultery 130/1, 

aroallne. p. 192. 
afeide, adj. a&aid 24/36. 

df&ran. 
afarmed,jip, confirmed SI/13. OF. 

qfermer, L. qgirmare. 
afray,«,fright48/ii.M.f#l-oy,p.75. 
Axnua Dsi 46/S. A portion of 

the Mass commenoing, Agnui 

Dei,—" Lamb of God." 
Alhalwynna, b, AllhallowslOe/js, 

M. la Totiiiains, p. IBS. 
Alia, n. Leah 107/3 1. M- AHa,p.l65. 
alles. Tip. awla 67/33, AS, <cl, 

OHG. dla, G. Ahle, Cax. Dial. 

atesaes: alles, p. 21.' 

with which the devils were often 
crook. In tbfl 



lom ananriht, ^urbdriuen 
fi),l. 3116. The order is 
. tuben hire titles up of 



Li/t of St. Eatherine, p. 105, we read of Mi 
bat heorte, nnhendelicbc nemnen hire ; ) bute 
hire titt™ wiC irnene neiles " (Latin, davis /err< 
carried out, and we read later, p. 108 : " Heo . 
hire breosten, bi ]re bare bane, wi0 eawtes of in: . 
tive to note that in the Sovth-EtifjlUh Lfgendary, p. 99, the game circum- 
■tancea ai-e detcribed as follons : "he het bat men soliolden hire lede ; to 
])e tonnes ende And iiire breaton fram hire bodi : with Irene crokes 
»40— andlater: " criiken of ire ", 1. 2^9. i'aio Ha derived from 
I OE. nirf(. The word in its various forma ia glossed as Fusciauht, IriiUns, 



^^^F 234 ^M 




UTOohed, r. jiofi. 1 i. dragged out 


^^H deed 132/34. 153/8. AS. o'tmuM 


197/15. M. arrachns, p. 280. 


^^B -^'^''■ 


»rB.».arso 15/13. M. Jen'iire, p. 70. 


^^H Alyinayiie,».Gennaii7l5g/l. M. 


awoilBd, «. 3«M(. 3 J. absolved il/j 7. 


^^H ji;«malgn£, p. 337. 


Aasur, B. Awyria 85/is. M. Jla- 




tuire, p. 130. 


^^^^H amotireiix, p. 210. 


Astate, VI. eetate, ranlc 31/a3, 




IHO/14. 


^^H M. »ibaAi*. p: 217. 


atised, r. pail. 3 ». stirred np, in- 


^^^B unanira, c. meaitiie 2S/l6. 


flamed S7/3.i- M. ati>a, {i. 188. 


^^^H amoderilhs, ir.jirea. Ss.leEBens.ap- 


Ct. the woman thu^f a-lyial wylh 


^^H pea««lS2/33. M.amwIfre.p.lSS. 


thesweteflamniEoflove. Eni^. 




47/16. 




atiser, c. Btlr up. inflame 8O/19. 


^^^H ftinyB. adv. vniu 26/3. 


M. ehiiier. p. 140. 




atonre,ii. attire 71/1. U, Vaio%r, 


^^^H M. AitHotlaiie, p. 172. 


p. 117. 


^^^1 BBOnt, prep. 88/5- Aa. oneftji. 




^^^^^1 M. rere, p. 138. 


tnitNyiie, i.e. Vatutgnie, p. 99. 


^^H uvelrlc, drfj. angelic 110/3. 




^^^^^1 annomy, «■ Satan ; tbe enemy 


M. avala. p. 172. 


^^^H 125/94. :»■ r^Mmi, p. 187. 


anwilsa, wp. remuneration, per- 


^^^H anoyoBB, tflj. annojina 138/JO. 


quiait™ iyB/18. L. cofere, T. 




r«foi,.. 


^^^H aortis,c.adoca39/3i.M.FK(rer,p.61. 


auctory teea, nii.aiitbotitJealBi/33. 


^^^^H soamed', pp. adorned IB/io. M. 


M. e//«( mouMJ aiietortJeii.p. 277. 


^^^H ffnyfmejil arrapi, p. 340. 


BaeDt,pr^,Ianeiit<e6/l4- U. uiw 




^^H .pwaiB, *. prepare 135/3. F- 


lie eettfori gue noiure aui Int 


^^^H appareiller. 


««fli«uf, p. ISS. A nute on tbia 




point printed witli the correctiona 




to the edition of 186S reads: 


^^^H apertely, orfc. openly 4e/l8. M. 


'•auent ia probably a veni, wind, 


^^^1 apperUBienl, p. 71. 


impulne .... Compare Cotgrave'a 
' 11 ae laiDK emporter da tent, Hs 


^^^H «peM, ti. nppeasa I3/30. M. ap- 


^^m p. 


runne* on &eelif, carried vpon the 


^^H BpiB, «. apple 59/15. 


wings of bis owneconcdt; alio. 


^^^H appuoga, V. compsre, vie 2p/i. 






variable, of a changeable humour :' 


^^^^^B apperteyned', v.poit. 3 «. belanged 


carried aw»y by every impulse 


^^^1 lOl/i. F. appnWenfr. 


(iieji(),woinighteay." ThiaiaalHo 


^^^H appertyse, adj. eiperieoced 1E6/q. 


Dr. Fumivall'a reading of aaenl. 


^^^r M. apperiet, p. 2S5. Cf. Tancre 


anision, n. vieiim II/19, 43/ii. ■ 


^^^H vhicliemachewasiip^Krt&hard;, 


M. adi-Uia«, pp. 17. 67. H 


^^H God. ofBol. S2/5. 


aimoi<iD,nf;)'.oldie5/6. M.anoKn, ■ 


^^^H ivprouued', pp. proved, made mani- 


p. 221, ■ 


^^^L f^'' lOl/B' M. eipronvie, p. 167. 


aunsettezB, Hp. anceston 4/lS. M. ^M 




ancesaeari, p. 5. ^| 


^^^1 proof of 186/iS. M. V. prea. a- 


anouutry, n. adulteiy 76/io. ■ 


^^^H proave, p. 266. 


auowtry, n. adultery 57/35. H. ^M 


^^^H ATaioii,p.ll4. SeoKotetotUxline. 


avoullire. p. 90. ^1 


^^^H wirguZa and crfagin. (Sec Prof. Crairae 


s paper read before the Philolog. Sony, ^M 


^^B No«. 1905.) Although our a;;c«, fran 




^^^H used, might eeem to bo a survival of □ 


lael, it Ib evident that theactionia one ^1 


^^H of >tid>bbg rather than of tearing, an 


i tbe word can only he the Bame as ^| 


^^H modem awl, from A3, it. Tlie f ren< 


h ia altente, M. p. lOD. ■ 



^^V ^^M 


^^^^ automd, pp. con6rnieiI, eBtabliBh- 




ed 87/37. L. avlvmare, to nf- 


Buits 31/11, 


iirm. M. simply reads : ceuU qui 




sonl lie bon liea et tTtrnveiterie, 


wealtb 103/13. F. Wtati. M. 


p. 137. 


butes vhant, p. 169. 


iuoter, «. altar Bl/jg. 


bestonrneJ, c. jjorf. 3 p. reversed, 


»uyB,».advicel6/j8. M.nn-,p.28. 


upaet 202/10. 


BTision, i>. vision IS/S- M.arinon, 


besydsE, ptep. beaido 48/g. 


p. 86. 


bethe, V. prea. 3 p, are 49/30. 


txad.v.pa,L S..«.ked26/.l'- 


be-thenka you. 6/31. M. lou- 


axinge, pret. p. uiang H8/33. 


vimgae rout, p. 8. 


axaa, «. MkSy/i. AS. Sican. 




■yen, adu. again 12/9. 


beye, c. buy 66/B. AS. I^egan. 


M,jemst, prep, agaiiiit 10/8, 42/io. 


bituxat, prep, betwixt, between 




19/16. 


B. 


blake, adj. black 29/3- A3. 6I00. 




blemBMhtaB, «. blemishing 28/15. 


B»biloTne,«.Babjlonl28/3. M. 


OF. ite-m.V. 


flntilonie, p. 191. 


bobant, bobaunoe, n. pride, vain- 


baobyters, hjj. backbitere ITS/ij. 


glory 13/i, 88/4, 27. OF.hoha«et. 




L. bombwi, M. U bohant, p. 20. 


balled, a^i. bald 22/17. 


body.n. woman; (fCHMJlWy 122/39. 




bona, R. boon 34/14. ^- <'("'> P- S^. 


^^_ lapte»me,, p. 17. 


borde, t. chatter, gabble 40/31. 


^^^ baraTii, ffiTj*. barren 75/3. M. tre- 


M. ». poef. 3 p. boardoyent, p. 63. 


^^H Aainif, p. lis. 


Bordell, .1. brothel I7H/4. M. 




houi-del, p. 25S. 


^^1 people S3/15. 


boroneaae, 11. baronesa I4I/3D, M. 




haronttK, p. 206. 


^^B Base Almoisae, «. NelherliLnde 


bonm.pp. bom fl4/i6. 


^^M 162/11. M.*HS«eJ[CTnBi>Be,p.231. 


bota,p.™»<. 3ji.aBd3«.blt43/iq, 


^H \,B,pp.-i^nzy2i. 


IJ8/33. AS. 6fion. 


^^H BeaulyDD, II. BeauUen Bl/2£. M. 


boucta, n. bounty, gaodneas IO6/4, 


^^B Beaulieu, p. 70. 


182/34. M. *o»'e'. P- 183- 


^H beden, pp. bidil«i 71/35- 


bourde, n. in iourde, in pretence 


^^B baerleci.nji.begDilerg 175/11. 


111/36. M. par boards, p. 170. 
Cf. Verity, loiirde, aujourd'uy 


^^H be-bBBt, p. pre*, ap. promiae C7/ii. 


^^B behisht, c. pasf. 3 p. promised 
^^M 92/IO. AS. beidlmi. M. j«-o- 


m'est tont un. Vill. p. 111. 


braydea, tip. bnnda 54/5. M. 


^^H . mittrenl, p. 114. 


brarulmt, p. 63. 


^^H BslBsn, n. BetUehem 93/19. M- 




^^H Betileem, p. 146. 


p. 115. 


^^P iMlefte, V. patt. wai left 103/14. 


brood', H. bread IB8/37. M. pain, 


^^K M. (femoKi'd, p. 160. 


p. 266. 


^^B beleoe, a. beUef I29/37. 


brake, V. br^k B8/5. 


^^B ben, V. be 11/31. AS. Mn. 


breime,c.burn 12/13. AS. batmati. 


^^H ben, v.piee. 3p. ure 5/l6, ke. 




^^H berall. n. appareH 64/5. 


40/16, 88/4. 


^H berioles, n. grave 12/22. M. la 


brent, pp. bnmt, I9/20. 


^H /o>^ p. Itl. 


brlddoB, np. birds 1/6, 10/»8. AS. 




hrid. M. oyeilUias, oikIm, pp. 1, 




63. 


^^H n'euil point de t^ula% et tioii 


bronds,?in,branda64/7. M.dVoii,, 


^^M euit^lle, ne de >epHltvie, p. 139. 


p. 83. 


^^H berks, V. pre*. 3 p. bnrk 126/29. 




^H M. ahtayt^l, p. 188. AS. bordan. 


M.hrorfee, p. 230. 


^^m Benabe, n. Bathgbeba 99/1. M. 


browesae, «. pottage 8/31. Vide 
Note to tbia line. 


^^m . Bertahee, p. 15*. 



Buraeyl, «. Uourgueii lSfl/25. M. 

Bourgueil, p. 300. 
burgeya, njj. bui^eaaes 82/33. M, 

bourgeois, p, 115. 
bitrgoyES, 11. burgesBa I2/14. M. 

bourgoiaBj p- 10. 
burioyae, n. bufgewe 138/a. M. 

bourffoite, p. 203. 
bnsahement, n.Bin1)uBh9'2/'i7. OF. 

embuthemeal. Cf. put them atl in 

aiuMAcnienf.God.oTBnl. 131/«4. 

M. lei paieae qui eitoieat eia- 

\Ai»chez, p. 115. 
Bybllt, n. Bible bi/i^ 
bygonne, /ip. begun li/^i. 
byleuyd, pp. believed 203/8. AS. 

Selifan. M. creu, p. 2Sr. 

C. 

oanne, k. know, 27/13. 

aanoun of tiys Taa«se, 40/30. M. 
qaaai Ufut a itm canon, p. 63. 
The canon of the mass was the 
part containing the worda of con- 



oarlOD, oaryonne, n. carrion 39/31, 

58/33- ^- eharoivgne, p. HI. 
caste, n. past. 3 p. planned, [ilottecl 

32/33. 
CEutel.fl.castls 100/13. M. niaafel, 

p. 156. 
CathoD, II. Calo \^i/ig. M. 

CaHiort, p. 377. 
Oathonet, ». diiuinutive of Cnthon, 

CstD, i.e. i!on of Cato 196/2, M. 

Caaoavxt, p. 278. Loudon MS. 

bw throughout Chniotiaet, 
oaute, v. past. 3 1. canght 76/30. 
oeaad, <i. jiaat, 3 e. seized IO8/27. 

&I. fdte^, p. 166. 
ohace, r. pru^ 3 «. chose 2O/4. M. 

«rteH/,p.al. AS.(«i83H. F.cAntstr. 
ohambrGTea, np. wanton women 

30/20. 
champion, n. substitute in battle; 

cbampjou I2O/31. M. diampion, 

p. 181, 
chase, V. pail. 3 «. chose 82/12. 

AS. cecfson. F. choUir. 
chaste, o. cbastiie 28/i. OF, 

chaalier. 
cbBHtysement.n. correction IS4/15. 

M. chatliemeni, p. 262. 
chanfed, jip. wanned, eidted. F. 

rAfliyrei- 7SI/4. Cf. weBe chafed 

aftte the begtes. Ene;d. G2/4; 

collated eschanffee, p. 196. 
chaumbrere, n. inaidservant, hand- 



ohemenyes, up. chimnjea 169/19. 

M. chenii«^, p. 241, 
charlBsbed, pp. 8/19. M. ekiere 

cfaerloua, odj, churlish I6O/3. 
cherslDfce, n. cherishing lls/j?. 

OF. chfHr. 
ohes, v.pail. S 1, chose 111/iS. 
cbeae, 0. choose I6/14. AS. eeSian, 

Dheuanae, n. wealth, importnnco 

I6O/31. M. I'amoar et la chiire 

qtCil deura orai'r di eon droict, 

p. 257. OF. c/iemnce. See Note 

to 181/1. Andcf.; 

Oubljans naturel devoir. 

Par multe d'ung peu Je dierance. 
Vill. 28/13. 
cheuisBbo, r. provide for IO6/16. 

M. cAevir, p. 164, 
ohildbadda, n. I93/13, M, en 

gediie, p. 375. 
cl^lded, pp, given birth to child 

lD8/a, A8.Hldian. M. avoit ea. 

cffdnt, p. 165. 
obildingB, n. childing, bearing of 

child 109/'4. 
Chlmefere, n. Chievrefa^e G3/14. 

M, CAiepfB Faye, p. 81. See 

Note to 52/14. 
oliose, pp. chosen 16/iG. 
Cipra, «. Cyprus, IIO/13. M. 

Chippre, p. 168. 
datre, c. clatter 17/31. 
claped, jip. called 68/33. ^^- '^'sT'on. 
oleped, c. pail. S «. called ISS/jo, 

168/16. AS.eKpi(m. U.appdla, 

p. 227. 
clarate, n. clear brigbtnesB 2S/34. 

M. ctarle, p. 46. 
alergy, n. learning II7/19. M. 

ctergie, p. 177. 
olowes, np. clawi 68/3. AS. eldwu. 
oloyatra, h. cloister 114/io. M. 

ctoisire, p. 173, 
00k, n. cock 168/1 3. M. C05, p. 240. 
colere, np. collars 3I/34. M. leurs 

do!, their backs, p. 48. 
oott, p. embrace 21/10. OF. oolef. 
M. ncci2fr,p, S3. Cf. kysseth and 
colMh hjni, Eneyd. 48/34. ^■ 



eal, neok. 



a/lj. qiiarrolflonie. 



Vexaliiiiu. Prompt. Parv. CI. 
Witb tlist fen geant buga and 
comerous, KomttnB of PnrtBnaj', 
1. 4066. Ea. Skeat, 13(16. 
[jomon,pp.corae31/J3. AS.cuina". 
nitted IWO/3. F. 
,- pp. c 



231. 



people 
mpieceat 



comynB, n 

76/18. Of. commuM. 
DODoapiBaent, 04?'. eoi 

129/9. ^' concupiscff 
OQni^ta, pp. preserved 197/l6. M. 

r. eOBfirf, p. 280. 
Coiutiuitliie-iioblQ, n. CoDst&nti- 

nople 5/u- 
content, n. dispute, contention 

100/19. M- conteaa, p. 1G6. 
oontrarjeuse, n, olwtiiiBc;, oppnsi- 

tion 169/31. M. v. pree. con- 

irarienl mie, &c., p. 228. 
coHyog, np. kinspeaple, I4O/15. 

OF. carta. 
oouenable, ni/j. suitable, proper 

9/33. M. Bonveaable, p. 14. 
□oaerture, n. ooveiiug llO/zS. M. 

DD. (;0»rert. d. 169. 

17/7. M. 



ODUDOsyled, pp. counselled 73/io. 

M. toiueillie, p. 116. 
coup, n. cup 191/31. F. eovpe, M. 

ta laiitelte targeaf, p. 272. 

, H. wrath, ire 87/»9. M. 
ax, p. 137. 
n. wrath 8E/3, TA'. cor- 

roia, p. 131. 
couthe, )'. audergtood 72/i6. M. 

sMiMsiea, p. 116. 
eoyntyflB, i'. adorn gaudily 72/33. 

M. eltei te cointiireiU, p. 116. 
oreatouTO, oiaature, ». creator 

68/14,70/1,1*6/16. M.creatoir, 

pp. 110, 211. 
oriBten, adj. obrietian G/13. 
orompiths, r.prat. int. 3 s. becomea 

corrupt 71/S- M. qtii put iant 

OTdement que la pvtar en ta an 

del, p. 111. 
orounes, up. crowns 193/jl. M. 

i'eii lea coaroTtnoU, p. 219. 
onnne. r. sckaowtedge, 26/4. 
auiioUB, adj. carefin, paingtaking 

144/16. M. curieum. p. 209. 
anraere, a. coarser, horse I3I/4. 

M. checttl, p. IBl. 



cusslnge, ti. kuging 59/14. '^^• 

customer, adj. accustomed 134/:!l. 

M. aiaitvtniiFe, p. 197. 
oastamaiioe, ». ouetom, habit 8/13. 
outts,n.lot34/6. See under Phraaei;. 



Dalide,n. Delilah 92/3. M.DaUda, 

p. 144. 
danutyBsQ, n. damosel 166/2^. 

F. demoitelle. 
dar, E. dare I76/30. M. one, p. 

351. 
daunaed, v. pail. 3 t. danced 85/4. 

M. ilansoyt, p. 55. 
debate, «. contention, discuuion 



debonaiie, adj. 8 

(.oniiBiVe, p. 132. 
dsbonaliet [e],n.meckneaa 143/39, 

OF. d^oimaireti. 
debonairly, mlv. I2I/18. M. 

dimicemimt, p. 181. 
deceperaoioD, n.Beparatianone from 

another 93/38. OW . drceporacion 

from deteparer, L. rfta + aeparan. 

Not in M, 
dooeyuours, np. deceivers 175/31. 

M. deoeteun, p. 251. 
dede, v. patt. 1 e. did I3/4. 
dsde of, V. patt. 3 e. took ofT, doffed 

3B/i6, 
dedely bedde, adj. & «- lieath- 

bed 191/1. M. simply eoa lil, 

p. 271. 
dofaoe, r. destroy I63/31. 

I, np, calumny 2/i6. M. 
'ame, p. 3. Cf. : 



nngm 



e ung clerc, ung lay, I'ai 



Viil., 



defence, ». prohibition 66/2S. OF. 

defendTt. 
defended, pp. forbidden 57/1". 

M. deffinda, p. 69. 
deffait, pp. spoiled, rained I2I/5. 

M. deff-ait. p. 181. 
dailbnde, v.pren. 1 s. forbid 178/lS. 

M.je leur deffam, p. 955. 
defouled, i'. pii«I. 3 t. defiled; de- 
flowered 121/jg. M. dfsptieeRa, 

p. 182. OF. dd'ovler. 
defowled, pp. defiled 74/9. M. 

deapticellie, p. 117, OF. riefoalrr. 



Dalborah, 11. DBbor«hll7/ii. M. 

DetUra, p. 17fl. 
dsnor, n. dinner S6/31. 
deniad, v. pail. 3 ». for cteigned 

SB/n. M. (Mi>BO, p. 135. 
dBpartB. B. divide 66/9. M. pp. 

depai'lka, p. 1116. 
dsparte, c. divide I33/24. M. (fe- 

partez, p. 181. 
depaited, f . pml. 3 s. i^vided 98/i, 

M. aeoit fait partir la mer, p. 

153. 
departitha, b. prei. 3 *, eeparatea 

116/27. OF. depariii: 
departed", pp. prevented, made de- 

Biat 203/11, M. r. d^orter, p. 



derka,R''j.duk 10/33. AS. ifeoic. 
M. la niii! olwcttre, p. 16. 

darkalynK, adj. darkling 3I/9. 

deadeyn, II. diaduu 17/17. H.dei- 
ilaiag, p. 27- 

deseiuable, desayaable, wlj. de- 
ceptive, deceiving 33/31, 65/»9. 
M. decavahU, p. B3. 



4S/ii4. M. (?as(ou)-W, . 
dettoarbler from ifaffourUer. 

datrenahid, pp. out in pieoeg 74/aS' 
M. ilenpeciet, p. 118. 

deyen, i\ die 29/9. lea. dtyja. 

dayen, i*. pret. S p. die SS/aj. 

dayang, n. dying 2B/3. 

digne, adj. wortiiy &/11. F. digue. 
M. tatncfe, p. 6, 

dl3t, t. past. 3 p. u-rajed I9/[3. 
AS. (JiSioB. 

d^EB. n. dirige, first word of Latin 
antiphoQ in uffice for dead ; heDce 
name for that service 7/5. M. 
vigiilet det mon, p. 9. Cf. : 
"That Uiey doo and gjng the game 
Day for my Sonle 4. the soules 
aforsaid, Piae^o & Dirige, &, 

Becorde of a London City Ch., 

p. 0. E.E.T.S. 
diaolanndar, n. wrongful slander, 

126/11. 
disooimoeylle, v. caanael a^inst 

182/34- OF. i/ia + eoiueiller. 
dlacrened.^ip.deecribed 147/1. M. 

V. deicripre, p. 212. 
dlaplleouB, dlspitoiiB, adj. h,irsl), 



pitiltM 84/31, 117/19. a.dapi- 

leux. Cf. : 

Fauvret^, chagiiue et dolente, 

Touajoura despite,^ et robelle, 

Dit quelque pnroUe euygante. 
ViU., p. 31. 
diBplMaunoB, n. displeaeure 25/l8. 

OF. deeplaifBiicf. 
dieporte, 11. spurt, pla;t76/i. OF.D. 

deaporiet, M. eAateaienta, p. 252, 
disworshipped, pp. disbDiioiired 

ti/30. 
domasSH, iin. damages, ill ofTecta 

H/xo. M. le damiaaige, p. 117. 
dome, ni^;'. dumb 6S/:9. AS.f'unili, 

OHG. 'lamb, deaf, stupid, dnmb, 

G. damp/. 
don, V. do 81/9. AS. dm, OHG, 

l«on, O. than. 
done of.^p. taken ofT, doffed 46/l8. 

Cox. DiBl."09f(SvoBtre chappron : 

Sao qfyoai hood," p. 4. 
do on, 0, put un, don 37/i. 
doQghilt, n. dunghill IO3/17. M. 

tinj^inter, p.l80. 
doubed, pp. dnubed Sl/aj. OF, 

daubiT, to plaster, L. dealbare, 

from oibui, white, 
doughtras, np. daughters ie/15. 
doiite,n.feaTll4/4. M.Joiible.f.VS. 
doute, c. revere 48/36. M. doubter^ 

p. 75. 
doatad, pp, reverenced 82/84. M. 

double, p. 14fi. 
douted, u.pail, 3 p, feared IOI/9. 

M. doubtoieat, p. 230. 
doatinga, j.reg, p. fearing 130/36. 

M. r.^s(. doiibtoit, p. 192. 
dradde, pp. dreaded 14/3'. AS- 

drced'in. 
dradden, 0. patt. 3 p. dreaded ISI/9. 

M, crainffnoient, p. 230. 
dredefaU, adj. foU of dread 175/17. 

M. douUeiix, p. 251. 
dreneha, v. drown 6/14. 
dronkesiUp, n.drnnkenueHat70/34, 

ieo/14. M. yeretie, p. 243. 
dronkinnesaa, n. drank enneu 

II6/18. M. cellni tnautaiii vice 

de trap hmie, p. 175. 
drouBB, drow, v. paat. 3 >. drew 

19/34, 78/9- AS. drngan, Q, 

tragen. 
dryTie,B, drift III/15. AS.dryow, 

OHG. (n'ton, 6. treibm. 
dualled, v. patt. 3 1. dn-ett 3D/i. 

AS, dmellaa. 



dttMd, F. ]Msl. 3 p. Insteil, endured 

6S/i. M. dure, p. 110. 
dwrnsd, r. pml. 3 «. dwindled 

35/30. AS. dielnan. 
dyfbmen, 0. proi, 3 p. defaEDe 

173/is. M. iii diffaratnt, p. 349. 
d^Hseusre, t>. sever 17O/13. M. 

t/B»*er«r, p. 942. 
dysBymyled', r. piui. 3 *. dis- 

EemUed, insde prBtuncB ovtr 

100/ .|. M, (Jimmulii, p. 1.S6. 
dysaymylynga, n. dinssuiblmg 

m/ii. M. fa«lx tfmblanl, p. 



244. 



E. 



BbreuT, !ijf. Hebrews "8/3. M. 

Ebrievx, y. 123. 
aares, np. ears 4O/15. 
Bffiram, », Epbraim DS/^?' ^■ 

Effraiia, p. 146. 
ogorlyer, oSc. mote eagerly 83/13. 
Slezeus, n. Elisha I2I/16. M. 

Eliztae, p. laS. 
embaBBitouTB, np. ambassadors 

ia/13. M. metBagiert, p. 25. 
empectled, pp. hindeiod, held 

204/11. F.emplcher. 
onoonlnge, n. cursing 12/3 3. 
ondootryne, B. iostraot 11 2/4, 

ISe/ii. M. eni&«(niter, p. 278. 



). 144. Cf. " the in/ecte odour." 

Enejd. 21/16. 
enfrayned', enftayiit, pp. violated 

129/14,203/17. M.enfraini.eti- 

frai/ii, pp. IBX, 287. 
enhai^ed, v. pail. 3 i. encouraged 

58/36. 
. enhorte, v. exhort 61/to. M. con- 

leiUie.; p. 95. 
enis, adv. oncB 2/3. AS. ifn«s, gen. 

ofrifl. 
eupFynted', pp. imprinted 205/31. 

Vki. Dial. imprMMe, enfirinled, p. 

51. 
BQqneren, r. pret. 3 p. inquire 

148/3;. M.«i5Ut*rm/, p. 313. 
CDiiueiC, n. inquiry IS6/15. M. v. 

enjuerri;, p. 279. 
BnaaumpIsB, np. examples 3/15, et 

snaeysnenieiiteB, np. teacliinga, 
194/39. M. ens^i/nemeiui, p. 277. 

enstaballsilisd, f;p. established 
117/1. M. ej(n6J^, p. 176. 

entatohed', pp. att'ecteil, tiunted 
192/'3- F. infacbfr. 



k 



aiLtes daunt, ai3_j. attenduit IG6/9. 
entends.n.heed 130/4. OV.mUntc. 
entenda, f. attend, pay att«ntian 

114/4. ^- ™J««'«, P- 173. 
entande,t'.li9ten2/l9. iS..enle>virf, 

p. a. 

entendement, n. underetandiiig 

170/35. OF. enUadi-e. 
entent.n. intention, purpose I44/34. 

OF. entente. 
entremets, r. pTt». 1 i. meddle 

184/18. M. aitremetlre, p. 262. 
ennyousB, envyeusis, mlj. envious 

21/30,150/13. M.nii-j)fB»e,p.34. 
eTliche, adv, eaily 8O/13. AS. 



krllce. 



M. 



Brmynea, nyi. emune 

hermiiieg, p. 136. 
ErahabiaBliope, 11. archbishop 43/1. 
Haaw, n. Esai) IO6/31. M. EtaS, 

p. 183. 
esbatament, n. play, sport 172/20. 

M. e«{ii/etn(n<x, p. 247. 
eschaunfe, r. heat, inflame 164/3T. 

M. r. einAauJ^, p. 235. 
BSQondured, v. past, 3 t. refused. 



deuii 



85/18 



p. 135. Cf. Morte de s'amor I'a 

tscoadite. Vorgi, 83/658. 
eaory.n. repute 173/1 a. M.c)t,p.Q48. 
ese, n. ease 44/33. OF. oiw. 
eslargitbo, n. pres. 3 (. enlargens 

132/11. M. eilargitt, p. 194, 
eipolaafi, n. espou^ 147/g. H. 

Iff Hpoaiaillu, p. 213. 
esprysed' (ofl, pp. smitten with, 

ennmou red 175/19. F.t'^prendrt. 

M. expHnjiTainouri, p.261. Cf. 

"espritedin y'loueofthisquene." 

Eneyd. 32/27. 
eSHayed, pp. made trial of; essayed 

190/M. M.e»iaffa, p. 270. 
es8ayeth,r. pres. 3 s. tempts ITO/sC 

In M. the verb is Hchaiiffe, i.e. 

enflames, p. 343. 
Biter, II. Esther I5O/35. M. 

Better, p. 215. 
8te.t>.pa«(.3».ftlB68/26. A3, e/aw. 
Buerictl, adj. every 2/33. 
euariolie, pron. each 34/aa, 40/15. 
Butalla, n. Athaliah S9/2S. M. 

Alalia, p. 140. 
exhaUnsitlis, v. pres. 3 e. enhances, 

exalts 91/12. M. etmaet, p. 144. 
azpouned, c. paif. 3 s. expounded 

43/30. OS.eiponi)re. 'L.trponere. 
extraie, i'. eitract 3/37, 31. F. 




extrms, >!' esteem 1711/^. 
eyre, ii. air 66/7. M. air. 



fader.fl.father 3/36,40. AS./«(Ier, 
fkdBFlea, adj. EstherleBi 2H/ig, 
ftdem, n. fHthmti ll/l. M. fouai, 

p. IB. 
faloa fleumed 116/S. See Note to 

thia line. 
faH,j)p.l»llen38/a, 17/33. 
fallaoe, n. tranBgreaBion, failing 

190/la. M./aWtenoe (tram OP. 

faiilir), p. 270. 
falHbad, n. wrong, falseneau 171/S. 
fa[>i]teBi, n. fantaa; I39/19. OF. 



er, n. futer, one wbu UMitlZ/21. 

AS.fatlan, M. hjnuer, p. 20. 
fftTted", pp. ainned 1B2/3. 
fayne, arfj. vain IIO/3J. 
fayra, b. make fitir 69/3:. A8. ailj. 

fagtr. 
feytte, n. not, deed 174/36, 183/8. 

M./a«, p. 280. 
fabsUthe, V. prei. 3 t, mokes Feeble 

116/11. M. ofatfcW.p. 176. 
febely, aJf. feeblj, weakly SS/'lJ. 

M. pelilement, p. 82. 
fBdreB,np.foithBW 2-2/35. AS./e/er. 
ftdyB.n. fiddle 15fl/s. M. ra rieile, 

p. 227. 
ilaOBHip, «. fellowsliip 198/30. 

M. a /ait telle cumpaigme, p. 2b2. 
FelSiWabipped, r. past. 3 p. frater- 
nized 160/is. 
alon, adj. felonioua 71/3°- *!. 

fdoH, p. 118. 
falthe, «. filth 11/33. AS. /yJ9. 

M. bone, p. 18. 
rendB, B. fiend, daril *0/8. AS. 

fioad. M. ennemy, p. S2. 
)rdByeB,ii.46/7. TlieFrenchisify 

tstoUmoallhavUtkevre. M.p.70. 
rerde, n. fenr 2fi/t3. AS./ir. 
rerdfoll, adj. fearial 7/lo, 68/37. 
fere, ». fire 86/19. AS./vr. 
ferforth, arfn. eitreroelj 173/8. 
IbrnMyllee, 11^. trinketa, jewels 

I86/13. Jiii. firmaillei, p. 2B4, 

"Fermal, fermail, fermeiilei, c- 

gnSe, bouele, obalne, croeliet, nr- 

cnn." Roquefort's Qlouure. 
ft™, adj. proud I8/17, 2B/6. M. 

Jfcra, pp. 80, Sft. 



fersaly, otif. Goroely S4/30. M, 

jiiremeiit. p. 133. 
ferynge, <!({/. fearfol, afraid 176/36. 

M. jiaoiirsiu', p. 261. 
fat, V. fetch 93/3). AS./eiian, 
fouar, odf. fewer 17/l. AH.fta. 
flaunce, fyaunoa, v. affiance 39/ij, 

167/1. M-jfanser. p. 238. 
flatour, n. fifttterer 123/39. M. 

Jtatleur, p. 184. 
flawe, 1: poet. 3 1. flew II8/16. 

AS.jie&poH. 
flawms.n. flame 66/3, 165/14. ^■ 

lajtamhe, p. 236. 
flayno, pp. fluyed 174/30- M. aa- 

corchiet, p. 250. 
llasBbaly, »<£]. carnal. M. adv. 

cAnrnf Heraen', p. 213. AS._^a«e- 

lic. 
flerahely, adv. camall; Sl/aS. AS. 

Jtagelie. 
fleumed, lie/g. See Notatoll6/8, 
floury, adj. 141/8. M. paeteiues, 

p. 205, Or.fior. 
fode, n. food 43/33. AS./oJu. 
foiled, f. pail. 3 ji. did fnotidily 

70/19. 
folw, f. follow 87/33. AS./oi^im. 
foly, «(y. foolish 21/;, OF./oi, 11. 

/olie. 
folynaata, adj. foolieh S7/19. 
fonde, V. jiail. 1 s. anrf S p. found 

3/3' ,27/9. AS.JiiidaB. 
font atons, I2/4. M./ons de bap- 

Istae, p. 18. 
forsuere, v. forewear 13O/35. AS. 

forth right, adi>. atru^ht forward 
15/19. CVtforlh Mi'ibldoggeot 
Iryn." Med. Records of a London 
CitjCb. E.E.T.S., p. 224. 

for-yeto, r. target 6/17, AS./or- 



fil. 

fouta,p;>.fuughte2/l9. AS-feoUan. 
fowla, adj. fooliBb 72/17. M. /olc, 

p. lie. 

fay son, foyaun, n. abiiDdanca 
B2/3I, 158/33, M, foyiaa, pp. 
98, 227. 

f^uuobise, n. Franliness, a &ee dis- 
ponition 151/14. '^- «t^ /'anrhe 
nature, p. 216. OF. ftaMhiit. 

£rensye, 11. freniy 117/33. M. 
fivnaieie, p. 177. 

ttentyk, adj. frantic, lunatic 126/3. 



frare, n. friar 28/30. M. frh-e 

iiiencJi'oni, mendioant friar, p. it. 
frsreH, np. friaca iS/3, 193/6. M. 

frii-e», pp. 71, 276. 
iiiiotlfe, n to beoome fruitful l/tg. 

M.fi-veiifier, p. 11. 
byuollei, «p. (JiflingB irs/d. M. 

par lelle/iivole, p. 269. 
fnoille 188/33. See Notcto this line. 
fuiTa,if.pr-««. S 71, fur, trim witb fnr 

31/24. iS-.fourrenl,p. 49. 
fast, n. firt, 27/«. 
^rtithe, o. pra. 3 p. fight 64/4. 

AB./eohtaa. 



Sradre, r. gatlier 93/7. AS.gadHiin. 

galoja, galoyaCB, np- people of fast 
life! 189/3. M. ffaloia, galoiset, 
p. 211. OF. galloise, s. fast 
woman. Oalle», pleasures, jojb. 
Gaiter, ta lead n joyouB life. Cf : 
Jeplainggle tempadamajeDDesae, 
Ouquel i'ay plus qu'sntra anile. 
ViU., p. 27. 

garderobe, n, private apartment 
lll/a6. M.sriin;e-ro6e,p,170. Cf.: 
Et quant JUuequea ne la traeve, 
Au elievalier commaude et rueve 
Qu'en la garderobe la quiere. 
Ve^, Bl/853. 

gardonetll, i-. pres. 3 «.guBrdcma, re- 
wards, 4/31. M. siwrreifoime, p. 6. 

goret, n. garret 88/31. M, portait, 
p. 139. 



BSDdered, pp. engendared 66/33. 

M. engetuM, p. 107. 
KBFdoBit&e, 9/]I, vide gardonetb. 
gsatls, »p. gestea, deeds, atinals, viii, 

3/j8, 19/5. M.geshe,p.4. 
Eeayna, JeajDB, n. childbirtb 

109/11,113/13. M. en ffdaine, en 

ffeainee, pp. 167, 173. 
BOtte, n, acquired faahion 31/8. 
KlBe,n, guise 19/30. M. guifp,p, 30. 
glsea, up. guisen, 29/30. 
glomyngi n- lookiag black, frown- 

ing 36/25. 
glotonye, u. gluttony 170/33. M, 

glottlonaie, p. 213. 
sod", adj. good 176/25, A3, god, 
Ooddea sonde, n. God'a diepeiiBa- 

Hon, ordinance 48/30. AS. sand. 

Cf. G. Sehickang. " But, bljiayd 



be goiid of hys hye son^e," Cap- 
grave's Life of St, Katlierine 
12/194. E.E.T.S. 

Kodaib, n. female friend 79/9. 

Qomer, n. Gomorrali 71/i. M. 
Gomorre, p. 113. 

good oondlciones, tip. good man- 
ner and disposition 6/27. M. 

BOormaoude, v. gormandixe 9/39. 

OF. youmiander. 
ereuid, v.piut. 3 <■ weighed down, 

grieved 6 6/ 1 9. M. ^reroff, p. 105. 
greyhomidoB, np. 43/17. M. le- 

rriere, p. 67. 
KTomandlae, «. gourmandiKiug, 

IIB/12. is. ta Irop govrmim- 

der, p, 174, 
BTOwna, r. prfg. 3 p. growl I26/39. 

M. reciignent, p. 188. 
guerdon, Bwerdon,n. reward 6/11, 

73/26. M. giiei-Tsdoit, pp. 6, 117- 
fniardoned, pp. rewarded 13I/15. 

M. n. guerredoa, p. 193, 
KDBrdonsd, v. past. 3 t. rewarded 

113/29. M. gHerredoaWi, p. 172. 

Kuysea, up. scribal error for geaynef 

109/18. (SeaaboTB. NotinM.) 

gwerpyashe, i<. leave, abandon 

181/16. M. gaerpir, p. 258. 



hokneyi, np. ladies' ambling mares 

I85/36. OF. Jtaquenie. 
halps, V. paxL 3 ». helped 32/34, 

42/1. AS. Mpun. 
halydoleai np. holydays, feaati 

37/a. AS. Aalfp-i-rfcH;. 
hap, I^. adventure 204/4. Cf. '' ion 

fur; good happe. Cax. Dial. 

29/21. 
hardy, orfj. hold 175/jB. lS..hardl, 

p. 251. OHG. karU. 
harpe, o. harp O8/4. M, harper, p. 

153. 
haultarie, adj, arrogant 127/>o. 

M. hauUain, p. 189. 
hautynste, 11, baiighliness 12Q/21. 
hayre, hoyro, ». hair-cloth 39/7, 

48/i6. M. la haire, pp. 61, 75. 

Cf."paydefoEiiijy6rdes Aeerfor 

Jiebye awter." Med. Becordsof a 

London CityCh.,p. 266, E.E.T.S. 
hedir,oifo.LitherlB/:8. AS.hider, 
hedlrward; adv. biUiernard, hither 

17/24. 
Helayne, n. Helen 174/s. M. ta 

belle Helaine, p. 249. 
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lielBB, np, heeLi 31/15. M. leuri 

ialoiii, p, 49. 
lielthe, n. healtli, Balrktion 151/30. 

Cf."alleIu3ni,BnluaTiUliii. That 

ie, hale, Ijfe, lUid Ij^bt." Begins 
- Cell Letare, 1. 16. PoUtiol K«!. 

>ad Love Foenu, p. 176. E.E.T.S. 
helyH, np. heels 3I/30. AS. beta. 
bem,pniii. him 14/21, 19/^7. 
hem, pron, them lS/,15. 
hsm-Belf, proa, theiiuelves 4/i;, 

18/34- 
her, pea, proji. their I6/1. 
herbonied, /ip. h&rboored, ahettered 

I2i/J6- OF. herhergier, C». 

Dial. " /lerbergier : It^ged," p. 40. 

Perhaps oFToutoiiic origin, OHG. 

bergan, n cai&p, G. hergea, to hide, 

■ave. Skeat gives AS. her^ergan. 
hecburgB, n. harhour, shelter 

134/iB. M, t: herhergier, p. 185. 
here, n. hair 23/11, 3O/I4. AS. 

hitr, G. Soar. 
heres, np. can 27/lo. AS. iare. 
heres, proii, theirs 63/14. 
hectlB, np. harta e3/2. M. eer/t 

braTieivt, p. 99. 
beui, ndj. heavy l/a. AS. Aqjfjf. 
heyra, n. heir 107/1O. M. Verifier, 

p. 164. 
highed, pp. exalted 20/jo. AS. 

Iton, M. e'tiea-alce, p. 32. 
hiBht, ^. named, oalled 126/21, 

147/89- AS. halan. 
hil7,aii;. highly 148/6. AS.hedlice. 



holde, pp. held 22/3. AS. kealilan. 

holy, ada. wholly II6/22. 

homyoyde, «. 2O3/14. M, homi- 
cide, p. 2S7. 

hondea.n^.bandj 29/17. A8.hatul. 

hool, adj. whole, in good health 
168/17. A.S. kdl. 

horo, n. whore 34/a5. M. la plus 
puie, p. 54. 

taoniea,»p. hornea2/22. A^horn, 
M. corau, p. 98. See Note to 
62/ji. 

hora,np. hoi-gea 43/17,00/16. A8. 

hows, n. heuae lOO/lo. AS. has, 

M- kestel, p. 166. 
. ,_._ o^_ human i43^jj, j-. 



hortinge, Ji-injary,liami3/ii. M. 
le mehain^, p. 3. 

hym, pTwa. tjieiii I6/3Z. 

hyiider, «. harm 84/^5' ^- ^^ 
geia . , . jujf firait nvgta»e» par 
dei'eri eon eeigtieur, p. 133. 

I. 

Impetre, v, impetrate, obtain by 

pedtion 101/13- M.eiapetratl, p. 

157, OF. impelrer, L. impttrare. 
Impetret, r. prei. 8 ». impetrataa 

14/a. M. tmpiire-, p. 21. 
impetrithe, 0. prea. 3 p. impetnte 

51/10. M. empUrent, p. 79. 
inoontoudiit, tidv. iDOODtlnoUtly 

130/1. M- ?an(os(, p. 192. OF. 

inciinHnenl. 
inpaoiena, tflj. impatient 103/ii. 

OF. impaiienl, M. elU u cavr- 

roirpi, p. 160. 

3. . 

JangeloaroB, up. ianglen, chat- 
terers IQ2/14. M. gengleurg, p. 
332- OF.jangler. 

Jangelyiig, n. chattering, jangling 
32/14- M.j'on^te, p. 60: "iange- 
lyp, or iaveiyn, iaberyo, garrulo 
blalero." Prompt. Pnrv. 

janglory, «. chatter 176/19. M. 
gangler: 



Japper, to ohatter. M. 6our- 

rfeur, p. 63- 
Japing,!t.chatCeriDgS/3. OF.j'apcr. 
jebet,n-gibbet64/i8. M.si7>«',p.l04. 
jeloeia, n, jealousy 23/33. OF. 

jalousie. 
jBloya, adj. jealous ISO/aS. M. 

jaloja, p. 181. 
JeaycQ, n. childbirth II3/33. M. 

en geeines, p. 172. 
Joadia, 11. Jehoiada 89/31}, U. 

JoadU, i.e. /oB(ior/oiorfa,p,140. 
JooMm, n. Joaehim 129/3. ^• 

JoacMtn, p. ni. 
Jolytees, np. pleaaures 4I/13. M. 

uraourefiu, i.e. love-affairs, 

amoura, p. 64, 
jouTiiey, n. fight, battle I54/13. 

OF. joumre. M. ta hatailie, p, 

221. 



Jupardye, n. jeopardy 28/ii. 
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jurneyH, np. day's joiiraeyB UT/^x. 


lette.t'. prevent 44/10. AS. I3lan. ^H 


M.jottms'M, p.ir:. 


M. Mlir, p. 68. ^| 


jurpad,pp.triiiunBd,d6ckedli5/i3. 


lottsros, np. ligUera 64/;. AS. H 


M. adout'nieK, p. 210. 


Hohtan, to Ught, G. Lei<cA/»r, M. H 




a2u>nat7, p. S3. ^H 


joasler. 


letuaa, n. lettCce, white-grej fur ^B 


iuBtls,»p.joua»110/iJ, ilLjoustet, 


SG/20. OP.Ulice. M.UtKcie^dr: ^M 


p. 168. 


henaitKK, p. 106. The Londou ^H 


jUiWM. n. justice 171/'2- M- 


MS. reade, rfe lefOeet «' de ktr- <^H 


justice, p. 214. 






lande, lewda, adj. lewd, semmal .^H 


K. 


57/33, 34' M. /of, p. SO. Foe ^H 


korabod, r. pail. 3 «. combed QS/j. 


derivation »e Ze^e below. ^H 


AS. cembaa, M, pingnoil, p. ISi. 


leue,». believe 95/32. A^-gelgfun, ^^1 


kamed, ™. oombod 46/8, 145/ii. 




laue, V. live 47/28, IO6/29. AS. ^^^^H 


kendiB, «. kindle 164/35. M. en- 


ribban, teq/ion. ^^^^| 


fiamhen, p. 236. lea. kyndUl. 


\«a«A,<c.patt. St. believed 57/8. ^^^^H 
leueln, «. leaven 141/6. Cu. Dial, ^^^^H 


kniehtea, «ji. IS/iS. M,. cnJAt. 


M. roys de pt tjine/, p. 2S (kings, 


leiiain: Ieua^,p.l4. 'L.Uvare,\,o 


not knightB). 


ralK. 




iBuer, adv. liever. AS. leif, G, 


cnifuMin, to know. 


/Mer 101/4. 


knowlHcJlyiige, ». knowledge 


leuid, u. pa«f. 3 s. lived llS/ii. 


182/5- 


lowde, adj. foolidi 65/2(i. AS. 


knowlegod, b. pa>t. 3 «. Mknow- 


Witeii, lay, uolewned ; ifMe, tbe 


lodged 37/a6. 


people, M./oI,p.S6. Cf. "Twey 


fcynda,n.Eastom, rulelflB/15. M. 


Uaed Dien and a derke," Robert 


/a Ba(uie, p. 211. AS. geeynd. 


of Brmme, 1, 8309, 


ky8t.r.jio8(.3«.CMt67/i6. 


Life Of the Fatliera. Bee Index. 




liff, n. life, i, e. dfiscendanta, progeny 




59/25. AS. ((/, M, Ugnit, p. 83. 


laft, pp. Urt 35/30. AS. lAfan. 


lige, lyge, v. lie 23/3a. 79/i6. AS. 


lappe. ». lap (ot % woman) B2/14. 
AS. ia^MM, OHG. lappa,G. Lap- 
pen, flap otpatok M.5)iro»,p.l4B. 


iicgan, G. lUaen, M. coueUerpar 


n«i7, P.12S. 


liksd,t>.vaBe.3«. licked 29/4. ^^• 


laser, n. laiar 132/ao. M. U 


licc>an.QB.G. lecehin, G. leehen. 


ladre, p. 19S. 


L. itnsHre. M, iecioieni, p, 45. 


lassed',pj..leeeened,loweredl7S/io. 


OF. leahier. 


M. abaitiUe, p. 264. AS. lAaa, 


lokaa, np, looks, regard, attention 


le«B. 


37/33. A%l6tian,G.lagen. 


late, r.let 26/27, 32/1 8. AS.latan. 


lompes, np. bunpa ll/ii, 14S/i8. 


lede, n. lead 68/3J. AS. (ifurf. 


M. iompes, pp. 17, 210. 


leiaar, leTser, ». leisure 17/28, 


lond; londe, n, laud I5/29, 68/24. 


45/20, 47/j. M. io«ir, p. 2?. 


AS. land. 


lonin)an.n. dear Wend 10/33. OE. 


longed, r, vatl- 3 a. belonged 6B/1 1 . 




AS.Ianouin. M.ai)mirl!««atf,p,87. 


amy, p. 18. 


looa,n, praiBel5/3. M. ;o:,p.23. 


l«nBger,(uiiT.longerl2/8. AS.fatw. 


iDuelloha, adj. agreeable I6/25. 


Ibbb, r. Icae 24/(,. AH./orleiJra». 


AS.i«jl,-B. ' ^ 


lesliiEe.faleeliood, Iie33/ig. AS. 


lougli, B, poet. 3 «. laugtied 4O/2G, 
AS.SiiMuH. M.8e!-ioye«i,p.63. 


leaseths, 0. jx'u. 3 p. lose 42/23. 


Inmynary, n. 183/5- 


AS.foi-ledaaa. 


lust, n. desire, pleasure, will 3I/33. 


lesmKoa, np. lies 176/3. AS. lal- 


AS, l<ui. M. reads 6. Uar gaiae. 


tung. ii.Etparctlleemi/ett'eR 


p. W. 


nmt gmglant el boHrditnt ilea 


taat, 1'. jirM. 2 p. desire lO/ai, 


(foBWe, to., p. 252, 


24/5- AS.Jyt«,«. 


a. 


16—2 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^•*^^^^^^ 


■V^^l 
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^^^H lyooroua, lykerouB, adj. lickerieb. 


maynten, ». deportment, bewing 


^^^H <l^Dty, tut; 22/30, 5^31. OF. 


187/33. M. maintimg, p. 238. 


^^^H lecUnw &om lechier of Teutonic 


nwdH, n. reward 6/1 1 . A3, mid. 


^^^B migin. See Itt«2 above. M. reads: 


media, B. meddle, mii 159/7- M. 


^^^^^1 ne ^otf mtngier ntd bo« moriel 


nie<{er,p.227. OF.meiier,medla: 


^^^B uar sa [esc&crie, p. 36. Coi. Dial. 


meka, v. Irane. make meek 87/13. 


^^^H «^;e est mo«U glrmfte : .tie i> 


Ice. mjiilcr. M. il st doil d louM 


^^^H moche Hdiorov*," p. 33. 


AMmititr, p. 137. 


^^^^1 lye, n. alkalied water for deaneing, 




^^^B mule &om sehee TOA- AS. 'e^A, 


I7E/17. lA..mere»colieui.p.26L 


^^H Ue (Skeitt). M. lext'ce, Ije-WAsh, 


membrBB, nn. members, limbs 
lOe/30. OF. membre. 


^^B p. 


^^H l79n,«}).1un 53/35. AS. ;«>g.«rc. 


meneB,np.meftoB35/8. OF.moien. 


^^B M.i><.oV»,p.S3. 




^^^K l78i]e. n. Dft'opring 12j/at. M. 


ufaqiiirrel 30/13,86/10. OF. m«ii- 


^^^K fign^, p. 185. 


mer ; mmu, nnall, and mir, ^a. 








38/10,113/13. ia.me,ff«it!.gnHd 


^^^B "Grc» cbiea de cliaaae aTec leqael 


foysoB de gene, pp, 81, 172. 


^^^^1 le Veneur quSte et dritoume la 


mexour, b. mirror 46/10. OF. 


^^^^m Ltte, punr la taDcer quand on 




^^^B vent la cuudr." Diet, de I'Aca- 


mamails, «. marvel, aaloniahmont 


^^^H d«mieFiBiifaise(1814). OF. fim 


17/17. QF.meri-eiilB. }A.despit, 


^^^B a leash. Hence the epelling in 


p. 27. 


^^^B - M., h liniere, p. 24. 


mesatt, II. leper M/16. M.menUe, 


^^^B lynes,* n. lineege lOQ/i. M. Iing> 


p. U2. 


^^^B «de», p. 




^^H l7telyd.}ij<. littled, dimini»l.ed 61/ 
^^H 39. A^ IgtHarx. M, ui^a^er, p. SS. 


nisjeffen'e, p. 142. 1 


meuble, ?i. fnrniture, movablea ^h 


^^^H lyuyngB, nrfj. living, -bright, ani- 


119/>3. M. meub/e, p. 179, ^B 


^^^H mated 168/13. See lem. M.Hve, 


meuaJ, pp. moved 191/i6. OF. ^B 


^^^B 




^^B 


meuas, «. ;>re«. 3 s. moves 86/15. H 


^^^^F maistred, r. patt. S p. mattered 


M. aimeut, p. 186. ^B 


^^^B 128/3°. M.mai>lroienl,p.l60. 


mawiad, pp. Immnrad 73/4. P- ^| 




mu,-eT. £ »> Afl>m« tl't^gf en H 


^^H 137/19. L. nahfacere, to do 


chartre ptrpetueUe, p. IIG. ^H 


^^^B wnmg. 


mayni, proa, many I9/31. AS. ^B 




fl»i»fjr. ^B 


^^^H M. malle colie, p. 13S. 






m^ocAV, p. 137. ■ 






^^^^m homm/me«, p. SOO. 


125/^3, 143?8. ■^ 




Merueile it is ^lat ; not mgiAeeue, 


^^^H ileahl a blow, bom ifeait. to alar. 


J.at jneere kild, drowned, or brant. 


^^H OHG. ila&en, G. xhlagm. M. 


Cbrisfs own Complaint in PiJiU- 


^^^H omicide, p. BO. 


cal, Religious and Love Poem* ■ 


^^^B mareya,«.marBh 63/36. M.niaroiz, 


228/563. (E.E.T.S.) ^B 


^^^B 


nusleuynic, 71. uusliviog, evil llvinir ^^| 


^^^^1 margarite, margnarite, i). pearl 


US/,4- ■ 


^^^B loS/l. 163/5. M. margarite, 


mlatamlthe, v, pre», 3 t. reveraea ^^B 


^^^B p. 226. (SeeNotetolSe/i-) 


71/6. M. bestminie, p. 114. ^M 




modBr,«.mothar29/i4, AH-rnddor. ^H 


^^M p. 


moderes, n. gen. motbo'a 37/i6. ^H 


^^^m maugre, b. Ul-wiU 33/5. OF. 


modera, np. mothers 4/3. ^^1 


^^^H ma«,gre,malgre. (See Phrase 70.) 


mordras, np. murders 89/l6. AS. ^^1 


^^^H mauuartyB, n. wickedness ITl/aT- 


inorffor, G. Moed, L. tnori, death. ^^1 




M. DiKr/rri, p. 140. ^B 



GLOSSAJIY, 



morw, n. morrow 11/16, B/14, 11/6, 
moBt, r. jjree. 3 ». inn8tl4/:i. AS 

mouse, r. wnit idly, loiter 45/17 

OF. vmier. 
mo-w, i>. might 88/4. .AS. mugau. 
moyan, ». meana ISS/j. Ot". 

mDien, inoj/en. 
mne, n. mew, pliuie of confinenient 

85/34. "A coop in which poultry 

was shut up to fntten: a prieoo. 

(T. W.) M. en muf , p. 13E. Cf. : 

"Why will you mea her up . . .!" 

Taming of the Shrew, i. :. 87. 

jnuBd, jjji. shut up, cooped up86/30. 

M. eile teroii vij. ana eii miie, 

p. 136. 
murdrs, t, murdec 8S/24. AS. 

mgrlhi-ian. M. muiiirir, p. 139. 
muB&rdes, np. dawdlers, loiteceru 



41/14 



p. 64. 



myddss, n. midat I9S/36. 
Ii]r[l]se,n. uiilduesat 132/li. AS. 

milde. M. Diea , . te eemvet en 

jAtie U ealargiet iO minericordt, 

p. 194. 
mysohaunt, aHj. wrong, wicked 

126/26. M. luetiAante, p. 188. 
myapryiBd; pp. dona nnuBS IBB/30. 



nB,™7,j.uorlB/2. A.S. ™. 

nedely, ado. need;, of necessity 
143/ia. AS. liirf, ti«i. 

iienew,n.uephew 52/17. OK.neseu. 

niB,it. wiUnotl7/i5. AS.»iiiH«= 
IK Killan. 

niaeta, nislte, ». fooliahneat, folly 
186/31,167/7. M. actually eoiii- 
tite, but/oii'e in the chapter head- 
ing. M.,p.236. L. n«80tiiB,foDliBb, 
OF, niee. Cf. " It ja holdo but a 
nyayte," Macro Playa 57/654, 
E.E.T.S. 

nofoTB^no matter 33/i6. 

none, n. noon 42/31, AS. iiiin, 
M. mids, p. 66. 

norehB, p. noorigh 29/ 1 9. M. nour- 

not, n. nought 21/6, 71/.)S. AS. 
note, V. Itnow not 18/ag. AS. iie 



oat; u 



.0 knoH 



nouBlle, n Hovelty 3I/3J. M. 
noaitttulle, p. 49. 

noueltsea, !<;> novelties 3O/30. M. 
noBeeauitei, p. 47. 

DOye, n noiae, display IO9/36. M. 
sans gram atroit, without great 
display or army, p. 167, Our word 
ie probably erroneoue. 

NoylB, 11. poit. Nouh'a 62/14. 

noyuB, adj. injurious IOI/9, L. 
noeeie, to hurt ; ad/, nantit. 

awe, adj. new 64/13. .*S. niine. 

iiyoe, adj. fooliah 99/35. ^. >"'cer 
p. 155. L. neteias, 

Nyntie, n. Nineveh I3/15. 

nytinggale, n. nightingale I/5. 
AS. niktegale, M. la meiang;, i.e- 
the tJtmauBe, or tomdt,p. 1. (See 
Note to 1/5.) In Cbx. Dial. p. 10, 
Caxtun has left the Flemish word 
jneeitn for the French matanyet. 
Meeien = G. Meiae. 



oboisaaunt, adj. obedient 147/,is. 

M. portoii , , . obfiatance, p. 218. 
obribelnesaa, n. hiirciblenesa, bor- 

Hdneas 66/26, 
ObBsqaye, n. ubaequiea 193/3. OF. 

obee'jue, ML. dbteijoiai, M. enterrc- 

mens. p. 275. 
oooyaionaa, 11^. slaughterings IIG/ 



M. 



'74; 



ofibnde, V. /or defend 142/iG. M. 

elie ne trouvoU qai pour lei tem- 

hatlre s« i'oi.(aii( qffrir, p. 207. 

OF. offi»aer, defaidrl. 
operands, n. offeriDg I5O/I4. OF. 

oferaiule, ML. affereada. Cax. 

Ti\ai. loffrande: tkoffiynge,p.a9. 
ogVt, F. ought 6/JO. AS. dgan. 
oke,e.pa»^3«.ached8/a3. AH-aean. 

M. la Ustt lui/aiioit mat, p. 12. 
one, prep, on 58/12, AS. on. 
onely, ailj. single 176/»8. AS. 

itnlic. M. lesl, p. 251. 
oneyed; ai^'. one-eyed 9/g, 36. KI. 

Teueii trail, p. 14. 
oniB, fuJr. once 25/19. -^^- <^ne8. 
on lyne, adj. alive 174/31. AS. 

on ;//(. 
op.orftr. ere 6/16, 146/M. AS.ir, 

OHG. er, G. eAur. 
oresoneB, nji. oriaone 5/5. M. oitt^- 

orKDilleox, adj. proud, haughty 
84/33. M. adr, orsiiilleiiaemffnl, 
p. 134. 
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orp^lleus, adj. promt, haughty, 

B4/i 1. OP. orgaeilleux. 
OTienlrB, adj. westeni 122/j6. M. 

n. orient, p. 183. 
Driihelyiis, np. orpluns 112/4- ^- 

orpAeJiM, p. 171). 
arte, n. best 43/g, ii. M. sai'nf 

sociemenf, p. 71. 
orto, ». hoet 77/1 5- M. oi(, p. 132. 
oth, n. oftth I8I/19. AS. dt. M. 

ttremeai, p. 268. 
otonr, n. otter 22/i6. AS. otei; 

0H(3. oUar, O. Oiler, an odder or 

viper. M. le loerre, p. 3G. 
ouohaH, iiji. jewels, trinkets I86/13. 

OF. »o>ichs, OHG. 7i«icka. IM- 

vided in ME. in use of the inde- 

finitearticle,anoi((TA*. CathoKcon 

Anglicum, an OvqIis ; limuta, 

limnle, monile, p. 262. 
ooar.thwartfl, prep, acroea iS/g, 

AS.*/v7forA, a cross. 
onertliwarteres, nv, contradictars 

ouerthwortlir, adv. coutradictingly 

28/13. 
oaltreoDTdaiioa, n. proud presninp- 

tion 87/19. M. oultrecuiduBi-e, 

p. 137. 
outre, 0. set oatside, beyond 162/ a G. 

M. en o«UrB ramour et la grace 

de Dlev,, p. 332. 
oynteth.c.prei.Sc.nnoJnts 123/30, 

M. oint, p. 184. 
OElaii,».Aliuiah 89/37. M. Oiws, 

ie. Ohotias, p. 140. 

P. 

paisib1a,ai{;. peaceable 11 7/i>. M. 

paieible, p. 177. 
pai&il, paraile, ». equal 134/13, 

liS/ja. M, pomi, pareilU, pu. 

197, 212. 
parolisinrii, n. parchment 42/7. 

M. is pBreiemiii, p. 86. 
pare, p. ndom 67/a. OF. parer. 

Cf. " mayde fayre: parea." 

Eneyd. p. 199. 
panltt,' n. equality 8I/16. OF. 

paretlU. (8ee Phrase 89.) 
pu^gllt, adj. perfect I82/9. M. 

parfaitie, p. 259. 
partener, n. pardcipator, sharer 

208/15- M. puTtiaipanl, p. 287. 



partis, >i. part ISi/n. OT.p 
partiea,np.p>rt<lS2/a6. OF.parlie. 
paiylle, n. peril ISI/19. M. periC, 

p. 259. 
Parya, 11, Paris 174/a. M. Farif, 

D. 249. 

PaBBrtvec 144/3. M. 



"pIT 



I, p. 21 
Patar-noatar,n.pal«m"ster 130/27. 

M. pnte.ruailrB, p. 201. 
payens, psruTniB, »/>. pagans fi2/8, 

173/36. M. paUn), payena, pp. 

144, 219. 



Paytov, «. Poitoo 2/14. M. Poi- 

pees, n. peace S/jr. OF. pnu'. 

peramoora, n. parBinour I67/14. 
M. ?ii datne par amours, p. 239. 

peTdurable, adj. eTerinsting 54/19. 
M. parduraUe, p. 84. Cai. Dial, 
"pariiuralile ; eaerlat>y»/i," p. 52. 

perflt, miy. perfect 68/23. ii.par- 
faitte., p. 87. 

permuued, r. ^aif. 3 p. «. obanged 
167/S. M. j)er«iuo, p. 238. 

pershed, v. pait. S p. perished 
113/13. OF.penr. 

persoB, n, panon, priest 43/]3. 
LL. periona. M. la perienne de 
Vefguse,f.fiJ . ConoemiiigtbiBuae 
of the Frencb jiersonne Montai- 
glon adds a note, p. 29S : "Quoi- 
que dans tout ce chapitre ptrimme 
soit totijoure le pr£tre, je ne tnat 
pui qu'il faille y voir on sens aiui- 
logue ii celai de I'anglnia partoR ; 

Seigneur, et par suite seulement 
le prStre qui est au Seigneur." 
In the French text pereeime a 
used Bynonymonsly with ekap- 
peiain on p. 66, and with frettre 
on p. 67 ; in the Fngliah text 
perion is used ayoonymomly witli 
preeil, p. 43, lines 23, 24.' 

POTt, adj. open, fajniliar -.IB/ag. 
OF. ojier(. M.n. apperJi<e, p-SS. 

peaaimt, adj. heavy 189/g. F. 

pete, n. pity B9/33. OF. pUi. 
Pejttera, n. Poitiers 114/6. H. 
Paitisr,, p. 173. 



Peytou, Poytow, v. Poiton £2/'4' 

168/8. M. Potlou, p. 241. 
Ftaua, II. Pharaoh lll/i). M. 

Piaraon, p. Iflfi, 
pUlBd.oWj.bald 22/27. M.pe(Bi,p.36. 
pillour, •. pillar 93/17. M. pillier 

1>. H6. (See Phmse 68.) 
pialea, n. epiatle lOe/13. M. 

I'espitre, p. 163. 
plater, n. plfttter II/15, 17. OF. 

flutel, M, niig raissel comme an 

plal d'argenl, and aUa te raieiel 

iVaryeai, p. 1?. 
plninms tra pmner, ». plum-tree 

I8O/15. Cax. Dial, "proimier: 

pIomlreB,"p.ia. M-unj-min'w, 

p. 192. 
pointes, np, pointa 83/3t. M. 

KjtafAn, p. G2. 
poke, n. t»g SO/13. Irish poc, 

AS. pociL M. poeAe, p. 127. 
j^pithe, i: pref. 3 p. paint e8/I>. 
popped, pp. painC^ B8/ia 
popped, 1'. }>e>t. 3 a. painted 69/15. 
pore.nrfj. 88/15. (SeeNote " 86/85.) 
, port, n, bearing, demeBDOur B4/tI. 

P. pffrt. 
\ pouere.ti. power 70/10. OP.jioeir, 

>'. jiousoir. 
(owera, adj. poorBS/jj. OF-poure. 
poysnm, ». pQiBon 69/7. M, lee 

poitont, p. 92. 
' prnye, ». prey lOS/ag. OF. prete. 
predTcatonrB, iip.preacherB 181/1. 

M. preicheiire, p. 268. F. predi- 



iB.o. prove 97/10. 
I FrlamuH, n. 171/2. 
jPiiant, p. 249. 
pdme, 11. the canooical hour, 8 a.ni. 
9/33,198/"- til. haireae prime, 
. p. 283. 
ptios, n. privy 2i/i. M. ehambrei 

aisiet, p, 87- 
priueli, adv. priTilv, privately 

a*/33- 

priaete, n. liberty, favour 119/tO. 

M.prii«M, p. 173. 
prinl,aii;. secret 84/37. M. prfre, 

p. 133. 
proferea, np. proSen, offers 92/13. 

OF. prqfertr. 
pniflteas, up. prophets 134/ai. 

M. lee prop&ilei, p. 197. 
profyt, n. prophet I24/15. M. 

prophite, p. 186. 
properte, n. eharacler 126/i8. M. 

propriete, p. 18S. 



proe: 



ptopyoe, adj. Buitable, ijualiSed 

IB3/I6. OF.propiet),M.prnpre, 

p. 275. 
prouffyteea, np. profit*, gain a 

196/15. OF. profit. M.praaffis, 

p, 279. 
puiBHaQnt,o(J;. powerfnl 57/7. M. 

puUsane, p. 89. 
punioioit, n. puniahmeat 49/1^. 

M. punicion, p. 78. 
purflled, pp. embroidered, trimmed 

30/15. M. poarfiUie, p. 47. 
pur files, np. triiinniiigB, eiiibmi- 

deriea 30/aa. M. pourfilz, p. 17. 
pDTseuant, n. purauivajit 159/l6. 

(See Note to lliU line.) 
puruBie, t. pnrvey, provide 4fl/i, 

M. poUTveoir, p. 71. 
purueyedipn. provided, fnrnialiBd 

145/17. M. ganiei, p. 310. 

sight, carefulnem 106/!7. M. 

pOKTveance, p. 164. 
pusaunoe, n. power 67/11. M. 

puiesanix, p. 108. 
putyers, np. debauched men, roues 

174/30. OF.paliM-, a debauched 

man. M. rSiatix. p. 250. 

a 

aueint, ailj. fine 38/i 5, 40/ j, OF. 

coint. qiUi,U. 

quaint, pp. eitingoished 36/26. 

AS. dcKtrtean. 
QueintiBa, que;iityB, ti. fine attire 

02/13,148/11. M.eoiii;i.«pp.87, 

211; p. qneintyaee, 64/33. 
quenched, c. pait. 3 p. pnt out 

3S/16. A&.dcicencan. U.etlaiQnji, 

p. 66. 
quone Frouei, 2/io. (See Note to 

this line.) AS. cicAi, qaeen. 
quite, V. prts. 1 s. relinqiiiih 84/8. 

M, guitle,p. 63. 
qii£tetB,n.prB«. 3 e. requitesll3/i 1. 

OF. qaiUr. M. pp. gaerredonnee, 

p. 1:2. 
quyshon, n. cnehion 33/ao. M. 

7Ua rreauijr, p. 52. OF. cuu«in. Cax. 

Dial, roiiaiim : qui/iehons, p. SO. 



Baab, n. Kahab 113/i. M. Saab, 

p. 171. 
Baoel,n. Rachel, 109/7. M..Raciel, 



p. hounda 43/i8. AS. 
I. grant chieat noirs, p. 
" redresse theyr braokea, 



GLOSSARY. 



relches, nnd bloode houndcs." 

Eneyd. 53/i6. 
runagfiDH, adj. wild, nnlanied 

14/11. 0¥. ramaige, wan. M. 

eattrage, p. 22. 
rampa, it. an ill-conditjaned woman 

26/30. M. ii. raa^oiner, p. 40. 
rftnoour, n. 53/io. M. renemie, 

rauyBsbe, i'. ntviah 174/3. OF. 

reame.'rame, ». realm 7E/jJ. M. 

rojiaiilinee, royauinc«, p. 110. 
reohin, r. jires. 3 p. care 60/jB. 



■are soperB S/:i4. (Soe Note lo IhiB 

line.) 
raauscitad, v. jinsf. S i. reamicitated 

135/iJ. Jll, Teemacita, p. 186. 
■oneBt, !■. clothe iil/2'7. M. pp. 

r.«™'ir,p.77. 
TBward, «.for r^ani US/a?. M. 
« rei/arfienf d fa /n, fto., p, 123. 
nme, n. realm Zl/i. M. rojr- 
■ulmif, p. 48. 
reyne, v. oontinua 70/ 18. 
ribible, ti. a Bmall rebec or riUbe. 
OF. rriiefte, "relieo." Gtodalroj, 
Cf. : "Al aoliDe he pleye on giteFne 

" "" " flhirri-or'iinioi.l.'i.T.li. 



rechithe, v, pret, 3 a. oareth 24/ 2 > . 

AS. jecnn. 
teooDlsaonca, n. thanks B/j. M. 

o. rBcosjnowfrB, p. 6. 
rede, v, counsel, advise 14/a6. AS. 

rada.B. jires. Is. coanB«179/5. AS. 

TBdelles, tip. riddles 96/8. AS. 

TiideU from riidan. See Rede, 

M. devinaille, p. 161. 
redressed, v. pasl.Zt. 103/3 j. M. 

(■frfrfsea, p. 160. 
PBodl adj. red I88/1I. AS. riail. 

OHO. Tiii, G. rofi, M. rouge, 

p. 340. 
refaeoioned, pp. iiouriohed 97/33, 

182/31. L. re-/acere. M. ™«eo- 

tUe, raitaiiei, pp. 1G3, 195. 
nliBleuz, up. men of hoi; orders 

93/3a M. religieux, p. 145. 
TeliBioQSele, n.religioQBaeu 10 7/ 2 G , 

OF. religiosiU. 
remena, T. remove, i.e. move 37/24. 



rennithe.i'.prfs. 

AS. rennaa. 
tbdhtdb, pres. ; 

AS. r 



s. ruuneth 30/;. 
runnrng 87/6. 

penomed, ranomme ^,pp. renowned 

3/6, H2/i8. 184/16. Of. re»om- 

mMs: Tenomtd. Cue. Dial. 4 O/i 9. 

H. nnnme, roloulrfi!, pp. 207, 2S'2. 
repentaille, n. repentanoe IdS/iS. 

M. ea repeiilaillei, p. 2SB. 
Mpreno, c reprove IO2/1. OF. 

Ttprocer, 
reprened', r. paal. 3 >. reproved. 

I9I/11. OF. reprover. 
lepraoithe, v, prta, 3 p. reprove 

32/6. OF. reprover. 
»roa«iB27/i7. (See Note to this 

line.) 



1.3 



Tribible." Chance 



B Clerk's Tale, 



Tightftilt, adj. good, hononrable 

117/13- M..;.;,reiHjon(nie,p.212. 

AS. riAl +/««. 
riotts, n. dispntc, disturbance 

IO8/13. M. rioie, p. 166. 
robed, ;ip. robbed 88/15. M. roior, 

p. 138. 
Bobaain, n. Jeroboam lOl/ll. 

M. Jeroboam, p. 167. (See Note 

to tbin line.) 
Tooka, n. distaff 79/37. ^- """ 

quenoville, p. 137. "A istt. 

held in the band from which the 

thread was spun by. twirling aball 

behiw. -What, shallawoman with 

aroK'edrivetbeeawaj!'" Digby 

Mysteries, p. 11 (Halliwell). Cax. 

Dial. Kea^ule : dgitof, p. 32. 
TondalleB, nji.rondeaax I/16. IS. 

nmdeomr, p. 2. 
rotes, ap. roots lSS/17. Ice. nSt, 

AS. Kp'l, G. WuTz. M. raeirtat, 

p. 268. 
roune, r. whisper 40/ai. AS. 

niiiian, OHG. nin, G. raatien. 
routed, r. past. 3 s. snored 81/35. 
'" ■ ■litoit. M./8< semWanirfe 
- B( ie render, p. 12S. 
rowned, v. jmst. 3 «. vrhispereil 

27/10. AS. rtinfon, OHG. riln, 

G. raunen. 
ruddy, adj. 16S/6. 
rybaqndifle, n. sexual sin lS4/a(i. 

M. ribaiideriea, p. 33B. OHO, 

Anijiu, proBtitute. 
ryot, H. riot, riotous living 54/lI. 

M. la riote, p. 84. 



Baba,n.Shehahl22/j5. M.Saliba, 

p. 183. 
eaie, sain, saine, sayne, jijj. Been 



18/9, 20/'. 2B/'3- 88/3^. 16 V7- 
A3, scdn, G. Mhen. 
MLie.c. baa;, try 26/34' OF. <uaier. 
■aieDK. y™*- par(. Bftjiiig 10/;4, 

11/3. AS.»cgan. 
BftUmoii, «. SolQinon lOD/lS. M. 

Salenton, p. 15B. 
■alned, v. past. Sp. greeted 19/15. 

2S. ealaa, p. 30. 
Sampson forte, 92/3. (Wee Note 
to this line.) 

n.Bftlvation 63/13,145/30. 
emeat, pp. 83, 210. 

_ at, Hauuameut, ». salvation 

83/jg, )17/l6. M. saalBemeiii. 
savvemeni, pp. 62, 177- 
•uierlthe, n. Jim. 3 8. Bme1US9/ti. 
OF.«aiiourer, totsBte. M.pMrm, 
p. 61. 
KKot, prep, save, eicept 2fi/"2. 

49/19.113/13- OF. sob/. 
unltei, n. psalter 137/6. AS. 

atalterr, L. pialterium, 
soaped, v. pant. 3 a. eacaped 42/9. 

OF. Mca/,fli-. 
■oorlatte, a^j. scarlet I68/1. M. 

teearlale, p. 230. 

■Blenae, 11. knowledge 4/]3, 53/17, 

151/2,s. Note to 151/l<. M. 

tcieiice, p. 5. 

■olaandra, a. Blander 35/2. OF, 

eaclandre. TS.granibliuime,p.55. 

tolaoiidTed, pp. staadered 21/i8. 

M. dijhmet, p. 33. 

■olaandm, np. slanders 2/27. 

OF. oKlattdre, M. diff'ainf, p. 3. 

•olender, adj. elender I6S/29. 

ODub;h ilinder (Hexham). M. 

plus grt>le,p. 237. 

Bcomflt, jip. discomfited SG/iJ. M. 

deseonfit, p. 86. 
.■ooroll, D. flay 6/14. M. acnre&ier, 
p. S. Cf. ''flain: McorcftiEr." 
Eneyd. p. 202. 
Booymoos, adj. iqueainiBli IB5/13. 
From ME. imeem TerUgo + oqil 
AS. nnino, swoon. 
Bontis, np. crowns 67/8, OF. eew, 
OF. also, a shield; hence a name 
for the coin which bore that cm* 
blem. Cf. Cas. Dial, Escufz du 
roy : Scutes of the kyng ir/31. 
HBche, V. eeek 48/25, 87/8. AS. 

Beores,iij». secrets 111/19. M.Mcrf;, 

p. 170. 
gelnles, confea sours 7/31. M. dtt 

e'liiig caaffsmirs, p. 11. 



sely, adj. simple 62/22. AB. sMig. 
semblauntts, np. sembtancea 19/i, 

M, xfndiUins, p. 29, 
■embled, v. pott. 3 1. resembled 

126/31. M. >e«ihla,-p. 187. 
■en, conj. aince 49/23, IO3/23. AS. 

lidSaii. 
sengia, adj. single Sl/26. 
sensle, atlj. uniined ISB/i, M, 

mngli, p, 239. 
Bepare, r. separate I8I/9. M, 

aepnrtr, p. 368. 
seruaae, n. servitude III/9. M, 

aervaige, p. 169, 
■etha, Di^iT. aftcrnards, since I3/15, 

18/9,52/13. AS. triWan. 
aetlie, con], dneo 24/s, AS. liSSan. 
seure.ai^j. sure 1 6/10. M.«efir,p.26. 
share, v. past. S a. cut 92/i.s. AH. 

sceran. M. toadil, p. 145. 
ahent, pp. disgraced, mined 64/8. 

AS, »cendan. 
■hont, V. pael. 3 s. ipoilt 26/27. 



A3. 8 



Bhette, pp. shut 115/2 4, AS, 

yttan. M.fermeei, p. 210. 
shette, B, poet. 3 p. shot S4/ii. 

AS. scylian. 
ItLone, np. shoes 190/;. AS. ece6, 

OHG. ec6h. G. Sc&ah. 
ahioue, v. /lail, 3 a. Bhrived I3/14. 

.3. avrl/an. 
BhoH, V. shall S2/34, AS. ecHlaii. 
Slbme,90/5. (SeeNote to this line.) 
iithes, np. times II4/18. AS. tit, 
iloe, «, sUy 24/7, 31/iJ, 67/36, 

AS.a2^a». 
slsnth, n. sloth 4I/14. AS. lUw, 

alow ; el^KO, slowileas, 
Bloagh, V. patl. 3 p. slew II8/13, 

AS. eUan. U. oeeirent, p. 177. 
slow, tJ, pnit. 3 a. Blew 69/l 1, 78/i 7. 
AS. eUan. M. oceisl, pp, 97, 125. 
BDioiildiaif, pp. smothered lDO/23. 
AS. amoftan, to stifle. M.sgiuiii- 
gtiil, p. 156. 
imjrte, pp, smitten 204/14. ^^■ 

eMitan. M.ftru, p. 289. 
HoailBs, np. 83/i, AS. einegel, M. 

limai oornNa, p. 98. 
sodeine, adj. sudden 37/^3. OF, 

eoudaiti. 

solrtarie, adj. solitary 148/i. OF. 

solitaire, L, eolWoriHg. M. etule, 

p. 123. 

aomer,!). summer 31/1 7. AS.aunior, 

sonde, 46/30. See Goddes aoude. 

.neT,a(fv.Booner6S/li. AS-a^Na. 
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■orugB, sorw, n. aonovr l/io, 2/j, 


sli.jiBe>ird. M. ECU rnaUUcd'uiUI, 


45/17, fto. AS. torg, G. Scrffe. 


p. 275. 


Bothaa, n/i. trulhil2*/'- A.S. tot. 


suage. Bwago, r. asauage 14/i, 


aotiB,a(y.sHbtle7S/3. M.miMih, 


87/30. OF. aiuager. 


p. 126. 




HDurded<, r. jitul. 3p. arose lOO/ig. 


M. suhgien, p. 266, 


1 sparhaoks, n. sparron-bawk 11/ 11. 


*BnerdHi. sword 105/30. AS. gwrorrf. 


AS. Bjiearva, OHG. eporo, G. 




Spei-ling; AS. Aea/00, OHG. 




1 liapuh.G.Habkhl. M.Ve>per«Ur 


M. »o«tfW«c«, p. 287. 




anoB,p;t.aB-ollBn 150/15. AS.gKrf- 


HpecynK, p-e«. p. epinniiig 7B/ifi. 


AS. ipi'nnaB, U. iptnneJl. 


auoro, suoren, pp. aworn 25/l, 


8pia,P.deatror93/iO. AS. spi-Hrtn. 


26/1?. AS.™«-|-aH. 




snppoaen, 0. pre*. 3 p. Buppoca 


leaaly 43/19. 


175/19. OF. luapoier. M. etti- 


aporte, 71. aa/jj. OF. V. (Uiporler. 


deroif. p. 251. 


M. eelHi, p. 46. 




atatls, ny. esUtee, lords U9/^. M. 


oonquereil 11 7/30. M. ie»r- 


^ BimpI; reads : le va nppelier de- 


monta. p. 177. 


mnltaai.p.22';. Cf.: 


Surra, Bnry, •». Syria 26/6, 88/3. 


Lytjl &!nekyl,)ia mora 4 fe lea, 
AS >£ (tulis of ><i world, U at 


M, SiiWe, Sarye, pp. 41, IM. 
Cf. " Grete plente of peple oat of 




peree & tiiiye." Godeffroy of 
Bolojne 33/s. E.E.T.S. 


1 Castell of Peraeverance, 1. 3316. 


(Macro Plays, p. 18E. E. E. T. S.) 




1 OTSTO, V. Btir 4/j, 37/34- AS. 


Siuanitti, p. 191. 


1 ifyrion, M. boNgei', p. 5&. 


Buster,*. Biater 6/19. AS. nceoifer. 


steiinK, prM. p. etsring IS/aj. 


G. Scittieeter. 


AS. rtarioB. 


BwaB, r. patt. 3 e. swelled 37/H- 


steriia, t. Jim. 3 p. stire 68/15. 




AS. »tyria,,. 


deviat grriKie et fnjfee eomme ««e 


stoiro, n. Btar 104/jB. AS. tieona. 


pipe, p. 5B. 


M. riiloilte, p. 61. 


await, u. past. 3 ». fainted 47/aj, 


Bterte, e. j,aii. 3 S. Bt*rted 68/34. 


AS. eteeltan. 


Bteaen, aee Setto ateuen in Phrtues. 


«walnBB,np.BwaU(,wBl0a/8. AS. 


atole, n. Htool 33/io. AS. »l6l, M. 




«M?«, p. 63. 


Schwalbe. M.fliroiirfBH«,p.l68. 


BtobBa,n;i.teeticleB71/33. &S.>ldn. 


award, ». «word IOO/31. AS. 


M. fea f Aoifi i/n moufne, p. 115. 


laeord. M, Ofpie, p. 166. 


BtODt, adj. ihort, 4/a8. Cf. 


awetta, pp. sweated 128/io. AS. 


"SWnte, porlu»; pari, Pala- 


awSta,,. M. lue, p. 184. 


gravB 153°." HalUwell. AS. 


swouane, n. dream, vision 48/14. 


ilunt, dull, foolish ; il^ntan, to 


AS. iwefin. 


shorten, to bltinL M. e< i< ,?onne 


awausns, np. dieania, 43/ij;. AS. 


loHgne ii"e rf conrfa & cArues 




mondainei et Urriennei, p. 6. 




Btraue, c. po«(- 3 «, atrovo 126/i. 


M. porehier, p. 148. 


OF. wfnrET. 


swypeff, pp. Bwept 168/15. AS, 
eadpan. M.leuridiambraftlettti 




M. enlTangtz, p. Dl. 


places Bitoient him neila, p. 242. 


strengeat, <(dy. greatest 34/25. 


«smoiiie,«.8iiiionyB2/3i. M. np. 


AS. Eti-^ng. 


ij/nwmanlx, p. 146. 


Btrlfi;n. strife 20/14. iS. eitrif, p. 


BymoiiiaB,nj). 93/31. (In tha Francli 


33. 




HlroiBd, K, paU. 3 «. defitn.yed 62/25. 


temoncfs, p. 145.) 


OF. dalmh-e. 


synnuea, np. linewa II6/11, M. 


stywardl n. stoward lBS/30. AS. 


/b* iiei-s, p. 175. 



it-abo, n, iiletnieh IdS/j. M. lache. 

ji. 233. 
tachBB, up. hieauBben Si/ji, 32/i9, 

aa/n. M. incAeg, p. 138. 
tallea, nji. taxeg S9/3Z. M. faiile), 

p. 140. 
taUlour.ti. tailor IS/S. M.taillaH- 

dier, p. 23. 
taste, s. toiioli I8B/16. M. latter, 

p. 26S. 
tallen, o. prei. 3 p. tell, 176/4- 

A8. lellan. M. ffuenf, p. 252. 
lempaiithe, k. prei. 3 e. temperB 

7/19. OF, temperer, L. (em- 

perare. M. ndoulriet, p. 11. 
tsnre, n. tar 68/4. A3, tton. 
terrsyn, ». terrsin, sphere 4/2S. 

M. ffij). ehoiei tnoadainee et ler- 

testi, adj. testy, petnlaot 128/8. 

OF. tftfu from fe«^ the head. M. 

male teiie. (See Note to 126/S.) 
the, pron. they 46/4. AS, AS. 
thedir, adn. thither 7/6, 12/a6, 

16/iB, A8./«fw. 
ttoditwiaff, adv. thitherward, thi- 
ther 17/35. 
thiBs, np. thigh* iS/jn. AS.ieoli, 

OHG. deoA. 
thinte, n. thieving 80/0. AS. 
/ie/*.! (fledjtua, to Bteal), G. 

i>«6. 
thilke, ndj. these IO/31, 7O/15. 

AS. /lie. 
Thobyo, H. Tobit IO2/3. 
thrH»te, V. patt. 3 «. fhrnst 67/30. 

Ihridde, ac?;'. third 27/g. AS. 

^ridda. 
thrioB, arfr. thrice 85/31. AS. 

thrust, n. thint 65/io. AB.finyil, 
G. XtuTit, M. eoif, p. 85. 

tisreB, n. the oanonicot hoar, 9 a.in. 
2OD/13. M. heare dt iieree, p. 
284. 

to, orfp. too, 63/3. AS. td. 

tobeta = tfl beat 27/8. 

tofore, prep, before 62/8. AS. 

toke, B. took, /or gave III/30. M. 

baillo, p. 170. 
tortu, n. toitoisB I5/13. M. la 
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treelieryB,n. trpachery 171/11. M. 

tricherie, p. 21*. Cf.: 

SI avez fet grant tricAerie, 

Que plna vilaine n'eatnet quore. 

VergI, 84/168. 

treiaeled, u. past. 3 «. trembled 

46/13,68/6. M.fjoiBWui(,p.llO. 

trobelithe, v. prea. 3 g. troubles 

58/33. M. iUfoat entroblia; p. 

ei. 

TroUne, n. TrojMia 17J/1- M. 
Troneae, p. 349. 

trompai, o. deceiver 33/i6. M. 
Irteinpeiir de daraef, \>. 52. 

trow, n. believe 32/ig, 3G/30. AS. 
ti-^owian. 

trow, V. pret. 1 p. believe 46/8. 

trowed, pp. believed IB/r. 

tuyes,iirfi;.twice8B/ai. AS-ltoitcn. 

tweyn. »((?'. two I62/5. AS. tadgen. 

tyie, n. dress or omameut far a 
woman's head 41/;. OF. atircr, 
to adorn. M. nffOHn, p. 84. 

tyre, B. attiro 83/30. OP. alirer. 

tyro pyuDBs, »p. 63/13. '**• ™" 
(liiijJee, p. 99. 

U. 

neleni, 11. sin S8/10. M, fitlennie, 
p. 57. 

uelonla, adj. insoleut 26/>t. 

uioKB, n. voyage 61/>. OF. tiane, 

nlrginallte, n, virginality I49/15. 
OP. rirginalile. M. XHea . . . le 
Aamilia encore pine oomme det- 
eendre da cUl H daiiignier pren- 
dre en eon ventre lirginal iii- 
ranniie, p 214. 

imdernam, t7. paat. 3 j. reproved, 
eeosured 87/34- ^^- ftnder + ni- 
man. M. repriit, p. 187. 

undBmymB, «. reprove, oenaure, 
88/3. AS. under + niniait, M, 
reprendre, p. 138. 

ondo, pp. imdone 73/i6. AS. 
Bn + (itfn, OHG, tium, G. Un». 

unlefuB, adj. unlawful 49/6, 71/5- 
AS. nn + la^, L. lex, stem Icff. 

nnnetB, unnstlie, adr. hardly 9/3, 
67/IO. AS. uii&iBe. 

uoydB, V. void, empty, 59/33. OF. 
vuidier. 

noye. «. vmce II/3, 13/3, 43/i3. 
OF. ™i>. 

up-Ho-doun, adj. up - side - doirn 
9/26. M. reads that cAiez I'aalrg 
... ily troHva Vareoy el k oou- 
' "■" e( mali'ilra, p. 14. 



valour, n. yaiUB 13/j. 



M.e 



velenl, «. wrong 87/3a. OF. iii- 
lainie. M. mllam/ail, p. 137. 

velenye, adj. vilainoiu 127/3. M. 
». rilUaie, p. 188. 

vonB;Bd,r.pM/.3 «. avenged I2I/31. 
M. venpca, p. 182. 






p. 92. 



I B8/7. M. /e 



VBTgojae, ». Bhame 17B/3J- OF. 
vergoigne. M. en paoura, p, 252, 

TergOTBOUB, a((/. aah&iaed llll)/4. 
M. H. venjoinynr, p. 270. 

TsrreB, np. gl»saea 27/aj. M. 
voirree, p. 42, 

veusQ, ». oeaael 15/i6. Frobably 
a Kcribal error. AS. VK»le, OHG. 
Kisata,G. Wieiel. M. coimne tine 
Melle, p. 24. 

viralllia, np. Tirelays 1/iC. M. 
vlrelagi, p. 2. F, rirer, to torn 
+ lai, aong. An ancient French 
Bong or ditty, in short-lined coup- 
lets of leven or eight gjllabl«B 

Tmbre, 11. shade IH/io. M. ittahrc, 

p. irs. 

vnaulBed,<»^'.uncoasideTed 126/15. 

OF. ariter. 
vnouDnyDga, adj. igDOrant 169/3 4. 

AS. cunnan, to liaow. 
vuuethe, miv, icarcelj I52/4. AS. 

TDuohedsauf, v. pail. 3 t. vouch- 
safed 13B/33. OF. romhier, L, 
vaeare, to o»U ; OF. eaaf,\,. aalvue. 

Toyde, o. avoid 176/:4. OF. ea- 

TriB, 11. Uriah 99/1. M. Uries, 
p. 154. 

Vriia, B. Uriah's 57/35. 

vien, V. use ; are accuatODied 3/3 1 . 
OF. laer. 

vyoled, ti. pntt. S 1. violated 76/JO. 
li. TioJare. M. efforqoUf emmet, 
p. 119. Of. Cftx. Dial. AfoKTceuri 
lie femmti : EauiesAen 0/ wf/m- 
men, p. 43. 

■w. 

waloped*, r. past 3 «. galloped 
isa/aa- F. qahper. Cf. A8. geh- 
ledpan, OHG, gilm/en, OFle- 



iiiii^h inalop, gallop. Gne;d. 
watoppe ; galoper, p. 213. AUo, 
"Therrode Agret itoQr,tDa/ojpini; 
ful atronge." Romana of Parte- 
iiay, i. 4S27, ed. Skeat, 1866. M. 
eheraacha A naiUe, p. 213. 
wanne, u. patl. 3 p. won 8/5. AS. 

watches, iij). watchers I rs/l 3. AS. 

teaeian. M. at/uetfeura, p. 248. 
waze, II. ^if. 3 t. waxed, grew 

JS/iS. AB. weaian, G. loacAmH. 
vrchs, «. A hutch or cupboard? 

Cf. Cax. Dial. " En vostni hvehe 

on escrijn : In jour whulche or 

oheste," p. 8. 
wednsa, n/,. widows 93/33- AS. 

foiiiuuTE.OUG. Bi«H»o,G. Fiidce, 

L. vidua. 
weduhoda, wadwhode, n, widow- 
hood 163/11, 164/i. Ill.r^vagt, 

refreie, pp. 233, 234. 
woldoinge,n.3/7. M.biens/ait,p.Z. 
wele taohed ^ well diBpositioned 

lS/3i.M.(feifouicej>Rant^ei,p.S9. 
wol named — of good repute 12/14. 

AS. atl, neniHan. M. reuommet 

(Teg/re ^rsurfeyemme, p. 19. 
wende, V. potf . 3 e. onif 1^. thought 

13/11, 21/M, 33/15, fto- AS. 



wenc, r 


pm 


1 >. believe 88/34- 


A3, a. 


c'liaii. 


M.;,eB»e, p. 60. 




f. JH- 


E*. 3 p. ween, think 


B?/^5 


A3 




want, t 


P«F( 


3 K. thought I6I/16. 


AS. ttSBO-^ 


M. oMirfa, p. Bir. 


wenyng 




lening, thinking 13/4. 


AS. tKBOTI, 


to think. 


wara,» 




31/is. AS. tmrinn. 


wared , 


f. pan. S p. wore 88/3. 


AS, tterion 






pj.. warned 31/19, 35/jo. 


AS. w 


earni 


n, OHG. wenifB, G. 


wm™" 


"'war 


14/31, 30/ao. AS. 


icerre 


OHG 


. aerra, quarrel, G. 


terwirrea, tt 


disorder, OF. neire. 


F.su 






W8t8,B. 


know 


21/34. 28/3=, H/f6. 


AS. <o 






wotinK 


n. 




3-2/30 


28/! 


. AS.wiian. M. U 



watltha, r, imper/ilUe, linow (ye) 

31/6, AS. idlan. 
weztuse, H. growth 49/3. A8. 

teeaxan. M. crolittmatl, p. 7G. 



■vboAlT, amj. whether IB/iS. AS, ' 

Aicicfier. 
wbertboFugll, ailc. wlieretlirougli, 

Ihrougb wbich 45/i3. A.S.hirAr, 



toailh-ieye." Secreee of old PUlo- 

BotfrM, 1. 1109. E.E.T.S. 
wods, adj. mtid, demented 6/3l| 

27/34,11/4. AS.«ii)rf. M.jeetf 

taigas, dmnoniaelts, pp. 8, 64. 
wol, B. pres. 3 p. will 3J/34. AS. 

'Willan. 
wolues, nil. wolves B3/ai. AS. 

wiil/.G.JToy'. M. jK*j%7«6a(ei 

tauTaigtt, p. 63. 
woned, r. fait. 3 p. dwelt, lived 

20/17. Aa inintan, G. woAneii. 

M. <lemeuT6uiil, p. 32. 
w-ormes, np. 105/6. AS. to^irm. 

M. eiroat, i.e. flesh-wonna, p. 161. 
wort, c. ;jaJ(. 3 ». know 8/13, 

40/18. AS.ici(on. M.«fl™<,p.8. 
wotB, V. prci, 3 *. knows B/14. 

AS. icUon. M. «cer, p. 6. 
wote, t*. prei. 2 p. know 19/i6. 

AS. witan. M. mres, p. 31. 
woie, jjp. grown 114/11. AS. 

wr.ittlied', V. pasl. 3 1. become 
wrathful 20/a8, AS. Krrffl, wroth. 
M. u 00 covrromnier, p. 32. 

wntthiUKB, n. angering 2I/34. 



writhad, c. porf. 3g. twlatod 21/35. 

AS. to-riSan. 
wrother, uiJc. angrier 22/3. 
wullo. n. wool 191/21. AS. tcHll, 

OHG. tooJio, G. WoUe, M. loine, 

p. 27-2. 
wynnliiK, n. gain 20/15. AS. loin- 

»aii. M. [^afH, p. 32. 
wyuhe.n. ■pai'l, 3 s. washed I3I/17. 

AS. aauntn. M. lava, p. 194. 



yalde, v. pail. 3 «. yielded 102/is. 

■'■ gidda». 
yate, n. gate B7/lS. AS. tr^af. 
fborn,pu. bom 106/31. AS.baran, 

OHQ. leran, Q. ^Eburni. 
ybrent, pp. burnt 103/14. ^^ 

b<irtian. 
ydo, pp. done lOS/lj. AS. ifiin. 
7 douta ma~I fear I4G/31. M, 

ine double, p. 211. 
B, yee, B. eye 17/J3> I8/14. SV"- 

AS. ffuifc. 
yede, v, pnaf. 1 >. am] 3 i. went 

3/j3, 6/18 &C. AS. and OHG. 

gdn, G. grhen, E. go. 
yeerde, yerde, n. wand, rod, 98/>, 

111/30. AS.gierd.OBG.garlia, 

a. Gerte, M. la verge, pp. 163, 

170. 
yof, coHj. if 2/18, 10/4 So. AS. gif. 
yefta, R. ^ft 6/11. XS.giefv. 
yefte>, vp, gifts 79/>5. AS- 

gif/u. 
yelde, v. paii. 3 «. yielded , rendered 

83/1 (. AS. gieblan. M. rtndil, 

p. IIB. 
yeue, r. give 2/i8. AS, gie/an. 
yauen, pp. given 59/7. AS. 

gif/ail. 
ynamad, pp. named I2O/3. AS. 

ynow, adv. enough Tf/ig. AS. 

gen6h, G. genug. 
yode, D. pait. 3 il went V/l, 2S/i8, 

40/33- 
yolde, pp. yielded 113/io. A3. 

gieldau. 
yongthe, «. youth lOS/t). AS. 

glogvp, yoath. giimg, young. M. 



OF. 






0. kne 



', IB/2. AS. K 



yrooa, adj. hasty, hot-tempered 
74/30. OF. in, anger. M, pn'- 
ren, p. 118. 

yaowen, pp. sown H4/a9. A3. 
idiBan, OHG. lajan, G. iStn. 



PHRASES AND PBOVERBS. 



Theie t'hrases may serve tn ehow where the English has borrowed the 
French idiaiD, as Nob. S4, 135, &c,, niid may be taken ae aphorisiuB 
eipressivB of medieval coDeeptiQUB on various subjects. Eating and fasting 
ore treated of in Noa. 57, 76, 101, &c. ; the nature of woman and the worth 
(if good women In 116, 122, kc; education in 30 ; and the ttpbringing of 
children in 123, 13 1. Those who wish to Und more exampleB should consult 
the epitomized clia|)terB at the beginning, and the Index at the end, of 
this volnine. (J.M.) 

1. A good peee of wyne; a good vinejard. 88/1&. M. uae piece de 
ri7<3«e moalt baiint, p. 138. 

2. A gret ladi dede of her bode and bowed hec ayenst a taillour : a great 
Indf took off her hood and bowed to a, tailor. 16/6. M. ei ogta vne grant 
dame eon chapperoa et se hitmiJxa encontre un laillandier, p. 33. 

3. Att comithe but of vmnce and custumeL 110/31. M. lent ehifi par 
ctinttume et par laaige, p. 176. (See Phrase I2B.) 

4. Almost onto ot her a.elt for anger. 20/ii. M. iovte /orcitmie. p. 31. 
Cf. mad & be^ds berself: foreenee, Enefd., p, 201. Onte of thejr 
w;tl«s: ebelffi delenr aeii;i,]}.\9(i. Besyde hjmself : /lor^rfu icnj, p. 19G. 

fi. And therfor, in olde Englisshe, it ia saide that " bo ofte golB the polte 
to water, that atte the lasts it oomethe broken home ". 90/18. M. Elpoar 
ce dit le saige gae dii rij. ans tiient tone d/n, c'eal-d-dire gus tanl ta le 
pot A rtaue que U cul tn demeare, p. 141. (See Phrase 112.) 

6. And therfnr j rede you be cnrteys and humble to gret and smale, and 
to do curtesie and reuerence, and to apeke hem faire, and to be meke in 
anauere to the por«, and Ihei wol praise ;ou, and bere forthe of you good 
worde and good fame more than woH ttie grete that ye mahe cnrtede (o. 
14/36. M. se BDUj monitrds Desire coartoUie aux petiti et aux pelifei, e'aat 
de leur faire honneur tl parler bel et donlcetaent ooec etuc et lean ettre de 
hainblei reeponte* ; cetih tous porUrotil plan grant touange et plat grant 
renommie et plug graal Hen que let gtane, p. 23. 

7. An hundred tyme were it beter to bete the childe thanne for to cnrse 
hjm at any time. IO8/16. M. il, vauldroil miVutx cent fu\% batre set 
enffam que lea maaldire ane leiile/oit, p. 16fl. 

8. As good ia he that herithe and understandithe not, as he that Imntlthe 
Bnd takithe not. 7/ao. M. aidant xanlt eelai qui oit et rient n'enUnt 
coBtme celluyqai cAaace el n'em neprenl, p. 10. (See Pliraae 11.) 

5. As hym lust : aa lie listeth, as he will. 4/23. M. comme il l«y plaiit, 
p. 5. 

10. Aa it weietn puttefere inflcxe. 2B/5. M, ellealHweea Jf/e«, p. SB. 
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11. Asuiuche is lie wortlm that liantitLe anil tukUlie not us he that 
herithe uid Tnderekmdittl not. 11/^1. M. autant raalt cfUvi qui oil tt 
ritat n'fiitani coatmeeeilai quiciaettetriena ne prentjYi.a. (See Phrase S.) 

12. As sahbe Solunon, that there vxny be no good 'woman nor trewe of 
IiBT bod; sad she bs dmnken : aa Solomon u;b, no nom&n can bs good 
and ohftBte if' she be drunken. 116/13. ^- Do"' Saleuion dUl q«e de !tx. 
/emmet mie jiit tfroii yi-rimjjne ne poarroii mfe e»lre preiide /emme oit Imig 
aler, p. 173. 

13. Ab the nightTngaleg, as longe as tbej be ameroueoB, they syiige 
pleaauntl; da; and night ; and whanae the; haue reiD;aed thaire ameroud 
desyre and pleaauncBS, thei make abace malodje, for thei ayoge no more. 
I66/2S. M. Quant It rmsiijnal a joiiy ile see amours, il eahU, p. 224. 
(See Note to p. 166, 1. 28.) 

11. A noman maj'nntwel shewe gretter lone vnto her huabonde, thanne 
fbrto loue his children of another w;ff. 123/'^. M. plus prant Bfmblattl- 
rt'amoar ne puet-eltn raonttrer A non reigHeur goe amer een eiiffaiii li'aalra 
/emiiie, p. 182. 

16. A wotnan that takithe yeftes of aui man, sekith her eeltT. 79/14. 
Incorrectly translated, the French reading, /mime ^h* prent se rent, p. 128. 

IS. A woman whtche is amerous shalle neiier netto her herte to Godl 
171/17. M. femwe bien amourease n'aura ja pnr/aileaieal le euer en 
Diea, p. 360. 

17. BeteriB the frende that prikithe,than the flatour that ojntetb. 123/]g. 
M. Plua vaalt amy qui point queJUiUeur qui oinf, p. 184. 

18. Better men of theyr persones. 17B/30. M. meiWeurs de leats per- 
tonafu, p. 2S5. 

19. Bi fairo or be force: by fair means orfoul. S/l4. tX.parbeaaoHpea- 
lahi, p. 9. 

SO. But now atts this day, and that is jiitee, there be mam tbat here 
(fret blame, and neuer the latter yet haue they gret worsliipe 161/iJ. 
M. Nait, Dieu mercy, aujoarduy Vim -purtt aH»»i btin honaeur ouj 
hlaiiaeei eomme aux bonaet, p. 230, 

21. Bat that words that El)e saide, peranentnre, mode the deuet to take 
fote to tempta her, and enharded bym to speke to her ; but that word " per- 
adventnre" gave the devil ground to tempt her and encooraged him to apeak. 
66/34. ^- '" '""P^ response de par avenlurt, que t'entiemi trouva en elte, 
lui (foiina pU de parler plui largemenl et de plm la tempter, p. BB. 

22. But true manage is ordeined be God in the plesaunce betwene man 
■ad woman, is withonta deiUy synne, lU/28. M. en I'eavre de marSaje 
qui eat eiai-e commaiidie de Dieu, n'a point de pechi4 mortel, p. 286. 

23: Cante the feuers and gret Bickeneeae : caught fever and great sick- 
DBBs. B/8. M, lafiirre le prist etfat malades, p. 8. 

21. Come againe into her witte : came Sigain to their right aenaes. jl/iS. 
JS. ilz Tevlndrent en leara «en>, p. 64. 

25. Coniured the sowle in the name of God to hell, and shew whatBtinke 
and what turment that waa and brenntnge. 12/27, ^' '^ ^'' "<>"}«''•' <le 
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par Dieu ti njil requatli: d Dieu qiCU In! pieval lear demoaelief poHrqsoy 
eeltt puear et et larmtnl eitoit, p. Id. 

28. Crie hem mercy r cry them meroy. 44/20. M. leur critiil laercy, 
p. 69, 

37. Detlifl lyetb under the delitoB, na the fyashe that takithe bia buyte 
upun an hoke. 59/4. M. la mart giii dfieoab; la dflieei, aHwJ eomme le 
poiiton qui prent I'aini par la viamle qui y eai atachie, ft e'eit la tttori, 
p. (13. 

23. DredfiiH day ; i.e. the last day. 59/i. M. Qrant jour upovenlabte, 
p. 92. 

29. Erer beting her eyelyddeetogodre; ever beating her Byelldi together. 
18/13. M. avoit le retyart Wen verliUeia, p. 26. 

30. Eueri woman, it is tlio heter that ouuia rede nnd hane knowings of 
the lawa of God. II8/34. M. qaanl il lire, loute/emme ea rault mieutr de 
le ifotoir, el cognoial miealf, la/oy, p. 178. 

31. Eueiy woman, majde, or wydove, may wel bete her >elf with her 
Dwne alAf. 17fl/ig. M. to«teftmme ri marier, nui' pucelle ou cefm, te puel 
hien baire de ion baton mesmei, p. 2G3. (See Phraaes 68, 92.) 

32. Eiceese and grotuandiee in etyng and drinkinge vsrithe ayenat the 
body and the Hoale. 115/iJ. M. le Irop jiourmander ei la trop mengier, 
fore ia hetires deaee, el aueii le trop hoite guerroye It corps et Pdme, 

p. iri. 

33. Faii what wofl fall: Gomewhatcomemay.37/ai. M. layeiiez admnir 
ce que advenir pourra, p. 59. 

34. Fenne behauing. I6/30. M. de bet mainHen, et/ermet, p. 25. 

35. Folea that are brayne sik : brun-aick foola (i.e. crazed folk), 20/l£. 
M. genifolx jui oyent male tale, p. 32. 

36. For euery day lyke to other ie thiogo coniuue, it it Belden piwsal. 
142/S- M. ear chose commune n'fit point prince, p. 208. 

37. For there be such men that lyethe and makithe good vieige and 
countenaunce Ui women afore hem, that Bcornitbe and mocldtbe hem in Lor 
absence. 3/i8. M. Car le moade tit moult dangerevx et ■aiotdt entyeidx el 
merveillevxi ear iel tout rit tt voia fail bei deraal qui pat derriirc I'en va 
bonrdanl, p. 4. (Tlie first clause of the original does not appear in onr 
tnuulatian.) (See Phrase 12B.) 

38. For there is do beaoute nor nohetneBBe that is pere to good manerca. 
17/10. U. car nolle beauts ne nohleaee ne t'apareiUe, ne pane bonnet 
mean, p. 27. (See Pliraae 73,) 

39. Forto holde lowe joure fleahe. IO/3. -M. pour mieax dosltr voire 



ciai 



D. 14. 



40. Fro point to point. *3/a8. M. de point en point, p. 88, 

41. God ia this da; at migiiti and as deboaayie aa lie was euer here 
before vulo hem that deaerue it. I25/13. M, Sieof eit aujourd'ui/ auetg 
paiteaut el avaiy debonnaiee commt il etloit ion A eetilt qui le aeniront. 



. He 



houEhulde jede tunot: their bo 1 



lehold C! 



.e to nought, 35/J5, 
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M. et en perdirtnt aum eomme (out leur bien et leur bon mesnage, p. 56. 
(See Phrase 151.) 

48. He sent her .ij. children, whiche were yborn atte one tyme. 106/30. 
M. Dieu . , , It donna ij. enffans en une ventrie, p. 163. 

44. He shalle take her in hate. 182/6. M. il la prendra en hayne, p. 259. 

45. He stode upon the point to be disworshipped. I2O/34. M. H east 
eeU dehonUy p. 181. 

46. He that hombelith hym most, is more highed with God. 2O/19. 
M. qw, plus 8€ umilie plug e'essaulee, p. 82. (See Phrase 139.) 

47. High herted. 19/31. M. de hatdtain couraige, p. 81. 

48. Hit is not of newe^ how that a woman can not kepe seoretely that 
whiche men sayen to her in counoeylle. 204/a. M. ce n^eat pas nouvelle 
ekoBe quefemme saiche 5ie«» (otujours eeller lea chotes que Pen lui dit, p. 288. 

48. I bethoaght me. 2/ia. M.Umeva lore souvenir , p. 2. 

50. I memeyll me not. l72/io. M./e ne me merveille pas, p. 247. 

51. In lyke wyse as the ehafte is departed* fro the bowe, must take her 
flyght and* oours, and* neuer cometh ageyne to the bowe tyll it haae smyte 
flomme thynge, Soo is the word* whiche yssued* out of the mouth, it may 
neuer be put in-to the mouthe ageyne, but that it shal be herd, be it good* 
or euylle. 204/a 2. M. aussy comme la sayettepart de Vare oord4, et, quand 
elle est partie, il convient qu^ellepreingne son bruit, ne jamais ne reviendra 
d la corde jusques d tant quelle ait feru quelle chose que ce soil, tout 
aussi est-il de la parole qui ist de la bouche, car puis qu*elle est yssue 
eUe n^y puet rentrer qu'elle ne soyt ouye et entendue, soil bien, soit mat, 
p. 289. 

52. In somer it were beter awey, for flies hidethe hem therinne ; and therfor 
y praise not the arraye nor that nouelte in a pore man : in summer it were 
better dispensed with, for flies hide in it ; and therefore I cannot praise 
such a dress or novelty with a poor man. 3I/30. M. en esU les puces f?y 
mucent, et pour ceje ne prise riens la nouveault4 ne telle cointise, p. 49. 

53. In the other world*. 170/22. M. en V autre sUcle, p. 243. 

54. In the plaine strete. 126/i, M. en plainne rue, p. 187. 

55. In the tyme of his werre. 14/22. M. au temps qiCU se povoit armer, 
p. 22. 

56. It boted not. 66/5. 

57. It is a blessed thinge to faste, for the more harme it dothe the faster, 
the more is the merit, and of gretter valour. 13/ao. M. Sy est une moulte 
sainte chose ; et, de tant comme le jevnerfait plus de mal d la teste et au 
corps, de tant est lajeune de plus grant merits et deplus grant valeur, p. 20. 

58. It is a gret periS after ye loke, for wbanne that two vices be sette 
one eueS delite, gladly they bringe her maister into temptacion. 58/ii. 
H^ Car moult est perilleux le touchier apres le regard, quand les deux 
vices se consentent de mauvaise volenti, p. 90. 

59. It is no nede that al that men sayn be trouthe. 199/5. M. il n^est pas 
mestier que tout ce que Ven dit soit vray, p. 283. 

60. Kepe clene. II/13. M. tenir nettement, p. 17. 

17 
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ei. Kiatc awftj his lierto : cut sway hia heart. 9/io. M. mi'it ton eiier 
aUleuri, p. 13. 

62. Lough hem to Bcome : laughed them tn soom. 40/i6. M. te rtoi/enl 
el jengtoyettt d'eulr, p. 63, 

63. Made hsm gret cbere. I6/13. M, lee honnoarSrenl et feftoghval, 
p. 26. (See PhriiseB 111, 135.) 

61. 'MaJe her queiut, anJ amied her ieiS in cluthea of golds. gS/ji. 
ee coSatit ile drops fTor, p, 139. 

6{>. Made ntee her huabonde : had her huebond slain. 6T/36- M. eomme 
dtfaire taer job el<evalier, p. BO. 

68. Maiater pilluur of the haUe: master pillar, &a. 33/17. M. mniftre 
pillier de la sale, p. 146. 

67. Mani woman farithe as tiio femaft of the wolff, that cheajthe to her 
make the fuulest wolff of a9 that ben in the wade. 82/9. M. aaeanet 
''emmes Teieeinhlent a la louce, guieelit ion amy le phia Jaidy ei leplui lait, 
p. 130. 

68. Man; men for anger betithe hjm selff with hia owne Htaffe, and 
aekithe hym sorw from daj to d.iy : mnnj a man. through auger, beats 
himself with his own staff, and finds sorrow from day to dnj. B4/II. 
M. aseanet gens par hiir granl yrt ei contoiliee s» hastent tie hurt bmlons 
memes el te paarchasient de Jour en jovr peine et ennuy, p. 8*. (See 
Phrases 31, 92 ) 

69. Men that canae skiH of the worlde: nieo who kuow the world ; men 
of the world. 34/14. ^> 9'"' ?"' ecerent da liicle, p. G3. 

70. Mocbe maugre haue she of ua that will not tett of good felawahip : 
mncb ill-will shall ahe have, &c. 33/4. M. Honnie toil die qai na dira 
reriUpar tonne compaignie, p, 52. 

71. No woman vnwedded' ahalle not sette her loue vpon no man of lower 
or lasse degree than she is of. 178/7. M.j'e ne naeil point gu'eOea ayent 
naUe plaUanee a ntUx memlree d'el/et, c'ett asiacoir que toiite fetnme a 
marier n'oym* nal qui soil mendre i/tie elte, p. 254. 

72. Now aCte this day the charitee and holy seraice of women ia rigbt 
thiiine ysowen. Ii4/2i|. M. avjoiirdui la rkarile el le laint temiee d€§ 

femmet e>i Men cter eeme en cett mande, p. 209. 

73. No worldely pleeaunoe and worsliipe may not apparage In goodnesse, 
and in especiaH to humilite : no worldly delight or honour can vie with 
goodness and especially with humility. 18/3,5. M. i7 n'eitoil nul ho»«etir 
ne nut Hbh lerrwn qui s'aconparaige a bonle el a bonnet mevrt, el par 
Birpecialii Pumiiileeta hiimbiesce, p. 31. (See Pbraae 88.) 

74. Of honest aniT good ly{ cometh euer a goof ende. lS4/>7. M. de 
hmne eie tonne Jin, p. 277. 

75. Onis vpon the day to ete and drinke, it is angelik ; and .ij. tymas it 
ii the lyfof man and woman ; an J for to ete ofte tymea afMr the Ssishely 
sppetite, it is Iho holy fi.e. wholly) lyff of a bests. II6/19. M. Car une 

fbix mengier etl vie iFanr/e, el iJ, fail eet droUe vie d'oinine el de feme, et 
pluiieun/oii taengier etl cie de bes(e, p. 176. 
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76. Oure couenable after the tyme of the yeere : hour proper to the time 
of the year. 9/33. M. heure eonvencible, selon le temps, p. 14. 

77. Oute of a gentifi herte shulde ueuer come velenye word* ne dede, for 
by chidynge is knowe the gentil from the vilanie, that spekithe it with his 
mouthe. 127/i. M. Car au tender Ven congnoist les gentilz de avecques 
let villaina, car eellui eat villain qui de aa bouche dist vilUnie, p. 188. 

78. Oute of loue spryngen and'comen to many thoughtes, and*MeIancolye. 
I8O/18. M. en amours a trop de merencoliex, p. 257. 

79. Parties orientys. 122/a6. M. de vers Orient en Jherusalentf p. 183. 

80. Praied hem of loue: besought them for love. 2/i6. M. prioient 
d^amours, p. 2. 

81. Praied of loue. 88/7. M. pride d^ amours, p. 62. 

82. Praising and thanking is seruice of aungeles. 5/11. M. rendre graces 
et louenges est service et le mestier des anges, p. 6. 

83. Puissant woman. II/13. M. une bourgoyse moult puissant, p. 18. 

84. Put her estate and* worship in this balaunce. I8O/1 3. M.jepense que 
dame ne damoyselle mariie ne auti^efemme d'estat ne mettra ja son honneur 
ne son estat en (el party ne en telle balance, p. 257. 

85. Beson that shulde gouerne at. 58/i6. M. raison . . . qui doit le 
cueur et. lafenestre gouverner, p. 91. 

86. Sele sus table ; seyle sus table, 27/i8, 19, 27, 28. In M. the expres- 
sions are Saul sur table, p. 42, for our ''sele sus table", and Sel sur table, 
p. 43, for our ** seyle sus table ". 

87. Sette a colt in aumbling ringes, he wiD use it whiles the! aren on. 
9/17. M. 

Mettez poulain en ambleure, 

II la tendra tant eomme il dare, p. 18. 

88. Sette steuen. 6/3, ** to fix time for the performance of anything. To 
set steuen was a very common phrase." (T. W.) M. mistrent aux deux 
chevalliers certaines heures, p. 7. In Chaucer's Knight's Tale, 1. 666, 
we read 

** For al-day meteth men at unset stevene." 

89. She beleuid for to haue pareitt to God. 6I/36. The French is 
different. M. die vouloit estre pareille a Dieu, p. 96. 

90. She denied not to come: she deigned not to come, i.e. would not 
come. 85/22. M. et oncques n^y daigna venir, p. 135. 

91. She had be beter that she hadde none hondes : it had been better for 
her had she had no hands. 68/9. M. il vaulsist mieux que elle n^eust eu 
nuUes mains, p. 90. 

92. She had bete her selff with her owne staffe. 2I/15. M. die t^estoit 
batue par son boston mesmes, p. 33. (See Phrases 81, 68.) 

93. She wolde she had be stiil: she wished she had kept silent. 82/24. 
M. La dame . .. ama mieux ne avoir ja parU, p. 61. 

94. Smalle thoughtes. 182/3 1. M. menus pensiers, p. 260. 

96. So it befell that he had waged bataile ayenst another knight: it 

17—2 
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befell tfant he had engaged to fight with another tulght. 130/ig 
advini que U tiut a /aire vng gaige dt bataille tntoiire iin aidre, p. 181. 
SB. Son lone bane she. 33/9. M. Jlonnie toU die, p, 52. 

97. So tbat the childa of one Fnder and of one moder be not of one eon- 
diden, but tliej lone Hud dedre echo contrarie nnto other. IO6/3I. M. El 
ainti ne 10^ pal la ettffani iTan pen et ifune mire iPane maniire; ear le» 

98. So yonre countenaimce ehal be moat ferme and aure; for tbei that 
iQkitiie bok, and ar ofte eteriiig vitb the hede, ar ofte scorned A: mocked. 
lE/il, M. ri en lendra Ven votire ettat pi« lew et pliia/erme, ear Fort te 
bourdedecelletquittllgierrmentbran'Mlentetrlrenl le visaige i;i et la, p. 2i. 

99. Sqiiier come from a uioge that he hadde ben atte : sijuire oame from 
avn^ageoawhichbe had been. 51/3. The Frenob ia diiTerent. M.l'etmifr, 
qui I'ataoil par amoiiri, ii»l d'un toyaige el d'une arm^.e oli il avoit 
ale, p. 78. 

lUD. Strengest bore : greateet nbare. Sj/ag. M, la pliiepute, p. 64. 

101. Synne ii not aH in moche etinge, but in the delite of Bauour of (he 
mete, G9/3. M. peekU n'etl pnii dii tout a trap men/jier, tnait au delil de 
la lareiir de la vtande, p. 62. 

102. Tandir witte, 2/8. M, ile sent desga.-n>e>, p. 2. 

108. That good lady made his pays (i.e. peace) vnto the kinge. I2I/33, 
M. celle iiHHie (foiwe lidJUt a pair, p. 183. 

104. That ia to wete. I7O/19. M. c'etl-a-dCre, p. 243. (See Pbraaa 106.) 

106. Thatistowate. 179/J9. M. c'cjilnHaroiV, p. 256. (See PbrsBe 104-} 
lOe. That y was nigb vode for fere : so that I was nearlj mad for 

fear. 6/ao. M. que a poit queje n'enraigay, p. 8. 

107. The ileueH airaye her onia, and be her menmr, for because she 
iiiakithe ug euery day in uBe and to abide after her. i5/^. The French teit 
ia greatly different: Mai mirer lai eniolt Bieiix, giii taut defo:> nous fait 
icy m-aser et aitauhe, p. 70. 

lOa. Thei raught neuer : they never cared. 3/20. IA. ne faiioytnt-ilt 
eomple. p. S. 

IDS. Thei saide they wolde dcawe cntto (i.e. drair cuts or lote). 34/6 
M. None en jovfrons aa eovH feeia (i.e. Nono Ureront au eourt fila, ow 
hiea. Nous lirerojia a la courle pailU). The French refers to the old 
practice of drawing lots by means of short straws (/^luej of unequal length 
held between the index linger and the thumb, The'tipa of the etrawa trere 
presented to the persons coneemed, who each drew one, and ihiis decided 
the winner. The practice is seldom seen nowadaya. Peaaants will aame- 
timea arrange by tliia means which cne among them shall pay for their 
litre of wine. 

110. Thei . . . were ohaatised that thei dede naught as they were wont. 
And he and hia wyff thanked God of her auicion that he sent hem, that tbei 
might amende hem. 4I/25. The French text a somewhat different ; dii la 
en avant il (i. e, le chevalier) a chaitia, el mtrciirent, lui el safemme, nofirt 
Stisnetir, de leur atoir dtmoiuirf eelle dtmomlrance. p, 09. 
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111. The lady . . . maade to hyiii better chera. iea/13. M, In 'lame lui 
Jilt lome thUi-e, p. 240. (See Phrases 63, 135.) 

112. "The potte may goo ea longe to water, tli&t &tte tho liute it is 
broken." S2/iS. M. tani vala cruchea I'eaue qveteeal ydemeure, p. 130, 
(See Pbrase C.) It is in Handlyng Synne, the Ajenblte of Inwyt, Ac 

113. The praieinge of hem that loue norahippe and trouthe Bhulde auer- 
more be hod in lementbernuncs u the; haue deierned, 166/6. M. et ne 
doit Fen poinl laire le biea de ceulx qui Pont deiaervif, p. 222. 

114. There ia no man wotithe the fortunea nor auenturea cominge, or 
what Bhatt behH. 104/g. M. nnl ne leel qui a l'neil pent, »e nul ne le daU 
femerteitlier ne eemaiet dee foritinea ne det IribuUicimii a log ne H net 
ODj/siiw, p. 160. 

115. There is none eueH dede but that it ia poniBshed other ferre or nijjh ; 
there jb no evil deed not puniahed sooner or later. 90/j. M. il ii'eat mal 
que Bjie Jiiyi ne soil pugni, on ou Ining ou au pie/, p. 141. (Sbb Phrases 
117, 118.) 

116. There is no thing beter thanne a good woman. lS3/i6. M. Ifulle 
chnte n'etl si no&le que de bonne femme, p. 234. 

117. There nys no good deda bnt it be quitte : no gooil deed in unrequited, 
13/ao. M. i7n'es(»u;&ieng(iijMBiri(nMTU,p. 20. (See Phraeeg 115, 118.) 

lis. Ther shall 00 good dede nor good Ijlf [go] vnrewarded, nor no 
wiokedneaio vnpouisBhed. 165/i6. M. U n'esC ruI bien qu'il ne soil mery iw 
nut mtU qui ne euil pagni, p. 236. (See Phrases IIG, 117.) 

119. Tlie soale whan he oomitbe from bapteme : the soul when it comea 
from baptiiini. ll/sa. M. I'ame quani elle rient dei/orm de bapleame, p. 17. 

120. The Bjnne of the fader and' moder is noyous to the children, as ye 
haue herd' tolbre. IDl/a?. M, car le peohU du pire et de la mere niiisf aux 
enffaru, ti comme vont avex ovy qne le lainl ionime le diet a la roi/ne de eon 
teigneur, p, 158. 

121. The wise man saithe that no thinge Bhnlde be touched that may 
hurte the soule. 68/13. M. poar ce dUt le >aige en la fapience que I'en le 
doit gai'der de touchier & delit donl U euer toil iiereiV ne I'dwe, p. 91. 

122. The woman, of nature shulde be pitous mnche more thanne the man, 
for the man is of more of harde coroge thui the woman. I3S/14. M./emme 
de >a nature doit eetre plua doitlce el plue pileuee que Vomiae. Car Pamme 
doit eefre plua dur ei de pltit hauU couraige, p. 200. 

123. The world* is hnnf to knowe, and moohe merueylloua. in/i6. 
M. pour ce est le tiicle moult fort a eoagnoialre el moult merreilieiix, p. 244. 
(Hee Phraae 37.) 

124. They be lykly to bere children. IS/a. M. diet tont lailliiet de porter 
ligniee, p. 25. 

125. The yonge teniUr flesehe, whanne it is chaufed, it is esy to be 
tempted. 79/3- ^- ^ ciarquiegtjeunne et gaye eil aitide a tempter, p. 126. 

126. This is a good ensaumple to putte yonge children rnto the sonle, 
and to make hem bokys of wiadom and of Boience, and bokei of veitn and 
profitable ensaumples, whereby they may see the aauement of the loule and 
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of the body by the euBaumples of good leuiuge of Che holy faderei before us, 
and not forto studie in the bokiii that Bpeke of loue fablei, and oF other 
woidely vanitees. II8/18. Et pour cett exemple el let autrst eit lonae chon 
de me/lre «e» aiffam jamites a I'escolle et leafaire apprendre ii lioret de 
aapiatee, e^etl-a-dire i> livret dei laiget el det bom eiueignemeni, ail f on roil 
lei bient el le lauuement du eorpa et de fame, ei en la vie dei pirea et det 
aiiiiu. mm pai tei faire apprendre i» livrea dt lechrtriei el deg fablea du 
mciiide, p. 17B. 

12r. Tolde her counaaile echo to other : told their counaet each to the 
other. 6/3. M. le detco-acrirent I'une a Paulre, p. 7- 

128. True lorerie hert. 2/3. M. ie vray caer de loyal araoar, p. % 

129. Usage makithe cOBtame. a/16. M. lout ne okiet que par accouln- 
mance el a Vueaigier, p. 13. (See Phrase 3.) 

130. Yeyne glotie of the worlde. fiS/iG. M. la vainne gloire du monde, 
p. 82. 

131. Ynto our allien we must hyde nothynge. I72/14. M. a no» 
rnffani Jiou» n« demmx Hens celer, p. 2*7. 

132. Well borii. I6/7. M. monlt hien nies, p. 26. 

133. Wena ye to doo me to bylBua . . .? 182/J4. M. tne euidiex-voai 

131. Wered the hajTB : wore hair-cloth. 48/15. i/Lvettoit lahairt,p. 7S. 

13G. "What chere". 8D/31. M. et lui demanda quelle ehUre UfaUoii, 
p. 128. (Sea Phrases 63, 111.) 

13S. Who dothe good to the pore in myn name, he ilothe it to mja selS*. 
39 /IJ. iS. qui f ait Men a eon pocre Ule falsi a luymeietnei (i.e. a Dieu), p. is. 

137. Who eo louithe the body, gbulde loue the loule. I23/34. M. qui 
ayme le corpe il doil amer Vaiae, p. 181. 

138. Who 90 uaitbe to apeke moche, he Haithe not ener trouthe ; ha who 
Bp«ake too much cannot always wisely speak. 17/i6. M. qui parU trap ne 
puet touijoars dire que eaige, p. 2 7- 

139. Who that mnkiths hym selfflyteH bj waye of hmnilite, he shal be 
moch, and eahannced by grace of God vnto worshipe. 149/30. M. Qui plat 
le kumiliera et le lendra moindte, lera ptai haall etiaucie et une/oit 
honnouri, p. 214. (See Phrase 46.) 

140. Wise of naturett witte. 17/6. M. tagei homi et de bon aena nafuref, 
p. 37. 

141. Withholde the good : keep tothegood. 4/lo. M.iWenfrlebfen, p.5. 
143. Wode folke oate of her mjnde : demented folk (oat of their mind). 

41/4. M. ^en« demoniaclei, p. 64. 

143. Wonder deuout: wonderfully devout. 8/jG. M. A menmille* dtrole, 
p. 12. 

144. Worldely foule plesaunce, the whiche ys bat shadow. 40/to. Vt. la 
folic plaiiance da monde, jiti n'e/t que umbre, p. 62. 

14G. Wocehipe of the worldely bodi. 4/6. M. I'oniiour da eorpi ttr- 
rien, p. 4. 

140. Ydelitedmeaomncheinher.l/ii;. M. entile tout me delUoye,p.1. 
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147. Ye are moohe beholde to serue God, sethe he wol youre saluacioD. 
11/24. M. voas estea moult tenue a Dieu servir, ear il vudt voire salvaeion, 
p. 17. 

148. Ye are moohe holde to youre God that hathe made you so faire and 
tto goodly a knight : you owe much to your God, &c. 82/ia. M. voiu devez 
grard guerredon a Dieu, car vous eetes tenu pour hon chevalier et assez 
heau, p. 50. 

149. Ye aught to loue hem that will teli you youre good, and wiH teli 
you the trouth. 96/2. M. vous devez tuner eeulx qui vou» dtron' vostre hien 
et ne vous celeront point veritSpour nulle doubte, p. 150. 

150. Ye be in the wronge to haue suche l&ngage on me : you are wrong 
so to speak of me. 84/4. M. avez tort ds moy ienir pour Jengleur^ p. 53. . 

151. Yede to not : came to nought. 9/i i. M. cdla a perdieion du tout, 
p. 13. (See Phrase 42.) 

152. Yef ye fSut not brede and water, etithe no thing that receiued dethe : 
if you do not eat only bread and water in fasting, eat, at least, nothing 
killed. 10/6. M. se vous ne lejeunez en pain et en yaue, au moins tCy mengier 
point de chose qui preingne mort, p. 15. 

153. Ye haue wronge. 33/33. M. vous avez grand tort, p. 53. 

154. Y must to the erthe thennes that y come &o : I must to the earth 
whenoe I came. 36/3. M. iZ me convient que je aille a la terre dont je 
vins, p. 56. 

155. Y reioysed* me. I/3. M. me resjoug, p. 1. 

156. Y win leue you the felde, and go my way. 2I/28. M.^'e vous lairag 
le champ, et rtCen yray, p. 34. 
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vent wickedneBs, G7. 


hanged Mardocheua on a, 


Dead, masses for, 49. 


87. 


Deatii, like a hook in iislilDg, 


Gluttony, in a knight's daugh- 


hidden bebiud other things. 


ter, 8 ; good of avoiding, 


59 ; original cause- of, 54 ; 


115; the beginning of other 


a thief that comes unseen, 


sins, 116, 


59. 


Good deeds, a min-or to the 


Deborah, 117. 


world, 105. 


Denmark, tale of princeaws of, 


Good manners, a wife chosen 


15. 


for her, 1 7. 


Devil, in form of toad, 139; 


Good name, the value of a, 157. 


aerviee of, 53. 


Greatness, inherited and a- 


Dinah, ajns of, 74. 


chieved, 87. 


Dirige, power of saying, 7. 




Disobedience, sin of, 55. 


Hair, dyeing of, 70. 


^^^ Dogs, sin of daintily feeding 


Hair-shirt, wearing of, 69, 193. 


^K pet, 28. 


Helen, ravishing of, 174. 


^H Dove, symbol of God, 1 1 8. 


Hell, Adam and Eve in, till 


^^H Dream, of a soul compared to 


the coming of Christ, 69; 


^^M a silver plate, 11. 


toiiures of, 67, 68. ^^h 


^^M Dreams, of a knight and his 


Herod, ^^^^H 


^H lady. 


Herodias, ^^^^^H 


^^H Dress, ladies shoald imitate 


Hester of Syria, 26. ^^^^^H 


^H good women in, 30 ; new 


Holy men, the good of know- ^^^^^H 


^H fashions in women's, 29, 63, 


ing, 125. ^H 


^H 89, &c 


Horns, women wear, 63. ^H 




Humility, esamples of, 149; ^M 


^^H Eating, difference between an- 


the beginning of fi-iendship, ^^M 


^H gelB,men audanimalsin, 1 16. 


14; enhanceth the poor, ^^M 


^^m Education, good of, 118. 


^M 


^H Eliaha, 124. 


Husband, a woman fought in ^H 


^^1 Emperor, tlie two daughters of 


the stead of her, 120; not ^H 


^H 


good for a woman to be ^^M 


^H Esther, 127, 150. 


away from her, 55; a wo- ^H 


^H Eve, the sins of, 54-62. 


man should notanswerwith- ^H 




out the advice of her, 56. ^H 


^^H Fasting, Nineveh saved by. 


^^1 


^^B 13; enabled a dead body 


Innocents, slaughter of, 104. ^^^^^H 


^^H to speak, 10; kept a wo- 


^^^^^^H 


^H man alive in a well, 1 1. 


^^^^^H 


^H Flatterers, the evil of having. 


Jezebel, history of, 86. ^^^^H 


^H 


^^^^H 


^^H Fur, out of place on sci-vants' 


Job, example of, 103. ^^^^^H 


^H clotheB, 31. 


Tohn, son of Znchariah, 116. ^^^^^| 
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^^M Joseph, IiusbftDd of Af ary, 1 4 7. 


shonld not talk at, 40; the 


^^^m Joseph, Fbamoli's wife deEijea, 


devil wrote down all that 


^^H 


was said at, 40. 


^^H 


Meekness, an unfaithful hus- 


^^1 Kings, book of, 128. 


bitnd regained by, 24; re- 


^^^B Kissing, the ptireut of foul 


warded by God, 91. 


^^B deeds, 1S5. 


Men, how they deceive wo- 


^^H Kmght,bookaofnur, 1,4. 115, 


men, 2. 33. 


^^H 136, 205, Note to 205/i4 ; 


Merchants, trial of wives bv, 


^^^1 his wife and he argue uon- 


26. 


^^^B oeroiDg lovers, 171; hegoea 


Midian, daughter of, 78. 


^^H to choose a wife, 18. 


Miracle, at a mass, 153; of 


^^^^H Knight, how great honoui* was 


the bread at mass leaping 


^^^1 gained hj a, 157. 


iulo a lady's mouth, 46; in 




the church of Beanlieu, 61 ; 


^^^1 Lecher;, cHUsed eiglit cities 


iu an abbey in Poitou, 52. 


^^H to sink to hell, 71 ; coraeth 


Moab'sdaught«rsandIsrae],77. 


^^H from lewd lookiiig, 57; the 


Monk,puni8hmentof!asciTionB, 


^^H devil tempts people to, 72. 


71. 


^^^1 Leproay, Moses's sister puniali- 


Moses, 90, 111. 


^^1 od with, 90. 




^^H Life of the FatJiers, book called, 


Naboth, history of, 88. 


^^H 63, 133, 165,186. 


Naple?, chronicles of, 75. 


^^H Light msniierB, o. maid lost 


Nero, 144. 


^^^1 her marriage by, 18. 


Nineveh, King of, 13. 


^^^1 Looking-glass, how the devil 


Noah's flood.caused by women-a 


^^^1 appeared in a, 45, 


vanity, 62, 68. 


^^^1 Lot's wife, an example to those 




^^^1 who sis after confession, 71 ; 


Paganism, origin of, 72. 


^^^1 unnatural sin of his daugh- 


Painting the face, punished in 


^H 


hell with hot pitch. &c., 68. 


^^H 


Parchment, used by the devil 


^^^1 Magpie, a woman betrayed to 


to write on, 42. 


^H her husband by a, 22. 


Parents, should pray for their 


^^^1 Maidservant, punishment of a. 


children, 108; the sin of. 


^H 


injures children, 101. 


^^H Mans, countess of, 29. 


Patience, rewarded by Qod, 


^^H Maries, the three, 144. 


103. 


^^H Marriage, God's laws coiicern- 


Patrides, a knight, 142. 


^^H ing, 49; ordained of God, 


Penitence, an example of the 


^^1 


good of, 131. 


^^M Martha, sister of Mary, 134. 


Phanona, wife of Archona, 91. 


^^M Mary Kagdalene,l 10,131,144. 


Pier de Luge, Sir, 158, 


^^H Mary, sister of Mose?, 90. 


Pilgrimages, evil conduct on. 


^^H Mary, virgin, 146, 149, 151. 


47-50. 


^^^1 Maee, people slionld not he 


Poor, clothing the, 65. 


^^^1 hindered from, 44; people 


Prayer, inattention at, IS. 
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^^M PrayiVg, mau's firet and lust 


Luce, 152; Martin of Tourtt, 


^^^B work every day, 5 ; n maid 


41 ; Michael and the Devil 


^^H . saved from fornication by, 6. 


weighing the deeds of the 


^^H Preachers, cruelly treated, 1 1 3. 


dead, 65; Radegonde (Ara- 


^H Pride, men come of mean de- 


gon), 113. 


^^H gree should uot have, 87; 


SamEon, and Delilah, 92 ; the 


^^P fall of angele due to, 64, 149. 


riddlps of, 96; upbriuging 




of, 114. 


Prior, a roper's wife commits 


Sara, daughter of Raguel, 102, 


adultery with a, 82. 


125. 


Proverbs. See under Phi-aaes 


Sarah, wife of Abraham, 105. 


and Proverb', pp. 264-63. 


Schechem, sins of, 74. 


Pulling the hair out, a woman 


School, young women should 




be put to, 117. 


Purgatory, will purge out but 


Servant maid, punished for 


^^m one Bin every seven jeara,66. 


leading her mistresa wrong, 
73. 
Sheba, Queen of, 121. 


^H Queen Blancbe, 29. 


^H Qneen of Cyprus, 1 1 0. 


Sibyl, 90, Note to 90/5. 


^^B Queen of Greece, 6. 


Sickness, sent by God lo show 


^^H Queen Jeanne of France, 153. 


sin, 50. 


^^m Queen Kadegonde, 113. 


Simeon, 151. 


^H Queen of Bheba, 121. 




^H Queen Yastya, 85. 


63; usury, 53; lying, 53; 


^^H 


listening to temptation, 65 ; 


^V Bachel, 109. 


longing for evil, 57; touch- 


^^ Raguel, 102. 


ing evil things, 58; attempt- 


Rahab of Jericho, 112. 


ing to excuse wrong-doing, 


Kaoul de Luge, Sir, 158. 


61 ; proper way of confesB- 


Rebecca, 106, 185. 


ing, 62. 


Rome, cbroniolesof, 1 44,Note to 


Sifana, 95. 


p. 120/27 i emperor of, 123, 


Sodom and Gomorrah, 71. 


144; senator of, 120, 125. 


Solomon, foolish mother of, 99; 


Roper's wife, a falflc, 79. 


judgement of, 100; Queen 


Ruth, 119. 


of Bheba and, 121; wisdom 




of, 85. 


Saintre (Sarmitre), 158. 


Soul, compared to a ailver 


^H Saints, example of, 83; legends 


plate, 11. 


^B of, 144; Asastatia, 113; 


Spain, gestea of, 19. 


^H Bernard and his sister, 39 ; 


Squire, tale of eggs laid by, 96. 


^H Brice, 42; Cecilia, 152; 


Step-sons, women should love 


^B EliEabetb, 112, 152; Elisa- 


their, 122. 


^^H beth, mother of St. John, 


Stories, good teaching for men 


^^M 131,149; EustatiuE, 104; 


and women, 4. 


^^^K John, 40; John the Baptist, 


Susannah, 129. ^^ 


^^H 104, 149; Katharine of 


Swineherd, a lord made his ^^^^M 


^^H A1exaDdria,117; Lewis, 29; 


to with the, D5. ^^^^^H 
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^^^M Tales, ongiDB of our, 62. 


Wise servants, advantage of 1 


^^^H Talking too much, the danger 


having, 73. ■ 


^^H 


Wives, choosing of, 16, 18, 19, ■ 


^^^B Tamar, sina of, 74, 78. 


165; duty to huEhanda of, ^ 


^^^1 Toad, found )iolding the lieart 


CO, 61, 79-86, 120, 128; 


^^H of a dead woman, 139. 


have part with their hus- 


^^H Tobit, 


bands in good and evil, 61 ; 


^^H Troy, fall of, 1 74. 




^^H Turning the whole body, not 


gentle, 23; should eat with 


^^H only the face, 15. 


their husbands, 94 ; should 




love their husbands' friendi. 


^^H Uriah, David kills, 57, 09. 


119; should not give bad 




counsel to husbands, 60; 


^^^1 Vanity of dress,where it pleases 


trial of, 26, 96, 193, 197, 


^^^1 one, it displeases twenty, G4; 


203. 


^^H caused Noah'e flood, 62. 


Woman, stealing of eel by, 22. 


^^^H Vr^ity in dress sent a knight's 


Women, creation of, I63/19; 


^^H wife to hell, 65. 


culture of, 118; fasting of, 


^^m Vastys, disobedience of Queen, 


10 ; how men can confound. 


^^H 


34; perilof gay, 35; public 


^^H Venue, origin of, 173; perver- 


quarrelling by,126; punish- 


^^^ft sioDS due to, 169 ,' wiles of. 


ment of adulterous, 162; 


^^H 


pnnishment of vain, 37, 67- 


^^^^1 Virgins, wise and foolish, 145. 


69; quarrelBome, 20, 23, 2S, 


^^H Vision, of 8t. Michael and the 


32; reception of Tisitora by. 


^^^H devil weighing a woman, 65 ; 


140; should be humble and 


^^^H of the Virgin Mary, and of 


courteous, 98, 150; shoold 


^^^B hell, 48 ; of a hermit who 


dress weil on holy-days, 37; 


^^^H went to Aquileia, 187. See 


should not alter their visage 


^^^H Dream. 


from what God made it, 65, 


^^^B Vitas Patrum, see Life of the 


68, 70 ; should not go alone 


^^M Fathers. 


to feasts, 35 ; should not 




take too long to dress, 45, 


^^H Wager, of three merchants 


nor be proud of their ap- 


^^m about their wives, 26. 


parel, 39, 64; should not 


^^^H AVhite dove, representing Ood, 


wax proud of what God 


^^^H found in the heart of a boy, 


gives, 91 ; shonld not wed 


^^H 


men of lower estate, 178; 


^^^m Widowhood, virtue of chaste, 


should not remain alone with 


^^H 


a man, 55; vain plucking of 


^^M Wine, dyeing hair with, 70 ; 


hair fixim brows by, 67. 


^^^» ill-effects of drinking too 


Wrangling, the folly of, 21, 32. 


^^M much, 116; miracle of the 




^H marriage, 151. 


Zachariah, 116. 
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